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PREFACE. 


T HE kind Reception The Pleaſing 
Inſtructor has met with in general, 
ſince its firſt Publication, merits the Edi- 
tor's 2% ſiucere and hearty Thanks. In 
this Edition he has made ſeveral Adat- 
tions and Amendments, which he doubts 
not, will meet with Approbation. Seve= 
ral original Eſſays are inſerted, for 
which he ſtands iudebted to a Friend, 
and which, iu the Table of Contents, are 
marked ANoN. Engliſh Mottos are pre- 
fixed to the Eſays; and Care has been 
taken to inſert ſuch only as are conciſe, 
appoſite, and ſtriking, that they may 
have the better Efett an the Mind's of 
Jouth. - | 1 8 
Tube Reader will be hind enough to ob- 
ſerve that The Pleaſing Inftri&or was 
at firſt chiefly undertaken, and fiuce con- 
tmued, with a View to exhibit a con- 
nected Plan of Morality for the In/truc- 
tion of the Teuth of both Sexes, and free 
"rom that incoh:rent Fumbl; ſo remarks 
az; 


The PREFACE. 


able in all Collections of this kind which 
have hitherto been publiſhed —The Utile 
Dulci has been conſulted, and Morality 
here appears ſmilling, and free from 
that unpleaſmg Formality with which 
ſhe is too often diſguiſed by partial or 
miſtaken Pedants.—The ſeveral Rela- 
tions, Eaſtern Stories, Dreams, &c. will, 
it 1s to be hoped, recommend it to young 
Minds, whoſe Attentions are thereby 
particularly engaged, and by the A 
ſiſtance of which, Morality ſteal: inſenſi- 
bly into their good Graces, and makes 
the more laſting Impreſſion : The moſt ele- 
gant Writers have been conſulted by the 
Editor; ſo that the young Reader, by 
being conver/ant with the following H- 
ſays, will, at the ſame Time, acquire a 
true Taſic to an Eaſe and Elegance in his 
Native Tongue ; an Accompliſhment too 
much neg letted by the Teachers ef Toith, 
who ſeldom look on it as an Improve- 
ment fo abſolutely neceſſary as it realy 
1s, And tho' the Pleaſure and Infiruc- 
tion of Touth has been n Sen con- 
ſidered iu the following Collection, it will 
uot (it is preſumed) be unworthy the At- 
tention and Peruſal of thoſe more advai- 
ced in Tears, aud be in general approved 
of by the Polite aygaudicious throughout 
the Kingdom. M 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Hough EpucaT1on be a ſubje& that almef 

all authors of all ages have writ upon ; yet 

many have attempted it who were ſtrangers perhaps 
to the moſt extenſive definition of the Worn: 
Others have laid down very flauſible rules and ſyſtems 
for it, which, upon experience, have been found 
impracticable; while others have obliged the world 
with ſuch valuable and plain plans, that any thinking 
Man muſt be apt to wonder how they ſhould have 
been mifl:d or neglected: yet theſe able writers have 
to ignorant and undiſcerning pretenders planned and 
planned in vain ; from which it may plainly be in- 
ferred, that different paſſions and diſpoſitions require. 
different management and application, to ſo endleſs 
a variety, that it is merely impoſſible to enumerate 
methods for the proper correction of every enormity 
in every human mind, or lay down rules for the belt 
incitements to, and encouragements, of, virtue and 
ſcience : So that the main point after all their pre- 
ſcriptions, muſt center in the tutors or governeſſes 
of ſchools and ſeminaries, Much learning and great 
abilities, (thuugh material articles) are not the only 
eſſentials; he who has the nt learning does not 
always convey it in the 5% and clearęſt manner to 
others; ſome cannot or will not be at the pains to 
find out particular methods (where general ones fail) 
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to render what they would communicate intelligible 
to the various capacities of their pupils; nor do 
learning and ary 6s always center in the ſame 
perſon. U/zful knowledge, or what I would have 
comprehended by the word “ politeneſs, is the grand 
mark or ſummit of Educztion we ſhould aim at ; 
learning, as a fambus author has expreſſed himſelf, 
is but the vehicle that carries us to it. 

An auſtere or learned pedant has fometimes 
whipped Latin, Greek, &c. into a lad, whoſe very 
diſguſt to it increaſed, perhaps, with the acquiſition 
thereof ; but it is a manife/? abſurdity to maintain or 
Imagine that any one can be awed into a Love of learn- 


Ing and virtue. A boy is not at all cured of a faultwho 


only avoids it for fear of puniſhment, he muſt be in- 
uenced by a love for honour and credit, with a 
laudable ambition to purſue them: Any maſter, who 


is himſelf a GOOD and DISCERNING man, will not 
be much at a loſs how to confirm and ratify him in 


his choice, being capacitated as a goed man, to com- 
municate to him the ſecret impulſes, the benign re- 
flections, of his own honeſt, and therefore, happy 
mind; as a diſcerning man to obſerve and remark to 
him what wild havock and varigus de ſolation, vice 
and folly never fail to bring on their votaries, which 
may be clearly demonſtrated either by living exam- 
ples, among their acquaintances, or from books by 
ſimilar relations, allegories, or eſſays (ſuch are in- 
ſerted in this collection) applied at proper times 
on proper occaſions, judicioufly explained and wiſely 
inculcated : But an 111. man, though ever fo 

learned 


® « To define-politeneſs, we may ſay, it is all moral virtues in 
« epitome ; It is a combination of 6iſcretioa, civility, complaiſance, 
© and circumſpeRion, to pay every one the reſpeQs they have a right 
© to demand of us; beſides an exact knowledge of decorum, and of 
«© what every one owes to his reſpective quality, duly to maintain his 
„% character as becomes him: And all this muſt be dreſſed and ſet off 
+ with an agreeable and inſinuating air diffuſed through all our words 

and actions.“ 
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learned can never be a good ſchoolmaſter, it being 
impoſſible he ſhould, with a due ſenſibility, deſcribe 
or enforce impulſes of goodneſs he does not feel ; 
or demon/trate to others with clearneſs and impartia- 
lity the Effects of thoſe vices and follies to which he 
himſelf is ſo particularly biaſed and attached; nay, 
even the very bet precepts and documents (could a 
maſter of this ſtamp be capable of ſuch) would 
fail of their due force and influence from the mouth 
of one whoſe awn manners and diſpoſitions are 
contradictions to them: Therefore a bad man in 
the point of edification mu/? miſcarry ; and even a 
geod man may; for as no man ought to be well- 
bred (if a man can be well-bred) at the expence 
of religion and virtue; ſo neither ought any man 
to practiſe them in ſo maroſe or ſurly a manner as 
to deter others from imitation, I ſhall endeavour 
to explain myſelf yet more clearly by the two fol- 
lowing Characters, which I ſhall repreſent by the 
names of Candidus and Denuncius. 


Candidus is a man of extenſive learning, has an 
exact knowledge of human nature, a great experi- 
ence of the world, and of thoſe differences which re- 
lult from conſtitution, age, received opinions, exter- 
nal fortune, education, cuſtom, and converſation; 
manages the tempers of his pupils with indeſcriba- 
dle artfulneſs, ſo conſequently can adapt or addreſs 
his admonitions or inſt ructions to the moſt ſalular 
ends, be his ſcholars ever ſo * numerous, of their diſ- 
poſitions ever ſo various. 


As to the qualities of his mind he is mild, humane, 
affable. afectionate, and even invitingly acceſſible, en- 
couraging his pupils in the diſplay of all their little 
doubts, queries, and divided opinions : teaching them 

a 2 at 


. * By numerous is not meant here many at ence, but at various 
times, 3s perhaps no man can, to perfectior, teach more than twelve 
or fourteen at a time, | 
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at the fame time not to perſiſt in an opinion, &c. 
becauſe they had once avowed it: but to come frankly 
into conviction, and would frequently with a con- 
deſcending bow, ſmile, &c. thank a ſcholar for any 
little officious ſervices, or intended obligations; nay, 
frequently apologize, or afk pardon, for any omiſſion, 
miſtake, miſapprehenſion, or fimilar modes of beha- 
viour ; ſuch as frequently occur among the Be bred 
and polite z and thus by being treated as men, they 
become emnulzus of being ſuch. Familiarities in a ty- 
rant are obſerved to beget contempt, in him reſpect 
and gratitude ; for as he has not even a thought that 
is ambitious, wrong or malicious, he never was, or 


can be ſeen by them in a little, mean or ridiculous 


light; but his whole conduct is the living object of 
their imitation. Thus as his character is #wniform, 
his temper ſerene and /leady, the influence acquired 
in his ſchool is unlimited: He applauds with fo much 
pleaſure, and reproves with /o much tender concern 
and aflæction, that they love him as a parent. So con- 
/lantly devout, and fervent in the duties of religion 
and morality, that they reverence him as a ſaint, and 
conſider him as a Mentor: They are awed by his 
virtues, not by his ſeverities; and by a conſtant at- 
tention to his doctrines, exemplified in his own life, 
his pupils frequently acquire “ ſuch a conviction of 
s the conſciouſneſs of a Deity to all their thoughts, 
« that every inordinate wiſh, becomes ſecretly ſup- 
ce preſſed by the moſt ſcrupulous circumſpection.“ 


Such is the amiable Candidur, and ſuch the en- 
gazing and ſucceſsful methods he makes uſe of 


——— “ To rear the tender thought, 
« To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 
To pour the freſh inſtructions o'er the mind, 
« To breathe th' enliv'ning ſpirit, and to fix 
« The gen' raus purpoſe in the glowing breaſt.“ 
| Denun- 
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Denuncius too is a man of learning, but not ſo 


1 


mtorieus for his learning as the oftentation of it: 


Therefore knowledge he cannot have much of, be- 


cauſe if he had, he would ſee ſo much weakneſs even 


in the perfection of human Reaſon, that he would 


ia conſequence deſpiſe, not be proud of, his own mi- 
fſerable pittance: Watching and aſſiſting the openings 


of young minds, enlarging their ideas, ſowing the 


ſeeds of goodneſs, or weeding out enormities, though 


very eſſential points, are yet ſuch as he is equally ig- 


norant and unconcerned about, wanting that nece/- 


ſary diſcernment to deduce the actions of men to their 


minute/t Sources, or to infer conſequences from their 


manners or actions; but his incapacity in this is not 


the leaſt obſtruction to his general acceptation, which 
my wiſe readers will, on fir/t thoughts, wonder at; 
but then let them conſider, that there are hundreds 
of parents who can judge of a lad's advancement in 
ſoun.'s, ſyllables, words, or languages, who are ut- 
terly incapablè of diſcerning the enlargement of bis 
mental faculties, and their wonder will ceaſe. I have 
obſerved before, that he is vain and oftentatious: I 
ſhould have added paſſionate, pedantic, arrogant, mo- 
roſe, and ill-natured, tte natural produce of a narrow 
and ignorant mind, As paſſionate, he frequently ap- 
piſes commotion with com motion: So that his {cho- 
Irs /coþ upon kis ſeverities as revenge, or the grati- 
fication of his own conte/ling humour, not the netefſory 
correction of their faults. His paſſion too drives him 
to ſuch lengths as often ſubjects him to undue concet 


lions; fo that he deſtroys the authority and order of 


his ſchoo] by his very endeavours to preſerve them; 
in ſhort, as his behaviour in ſchool is exaly the re- 
verſe of that of Candidus, fo are its effects; for Denun- 
cius is as heartily rediculed and diſpiſed, as the other 
is reverenced and beloved: While their boys, though 
berhaps with the equal approbation of thtii ſever) pa- 


2 3 


ente, 


1. e. The inſttuctions and example of Candidus ha- 


cantempt due to knaves and dunces: By this means the 

moſt laudabe and honorary profeſſion in the world, 

i. e the inHrudting of Youth, is eſteemed, mean, de- 

pendant, and ſervile 3 and thus in far more inſtances 

an immediately relate to my purpoſe, a nice _ 
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rents, leave their reſpective ſchoolswith this difference, 


ving di/pelled from before his pupils the miſt of igno- 
rance, and enabled them to ſee clearly and judge infal- 
libly of the merits and demerits of good and evil, and 
of the natural conſequences thereof, his young men 
are thereby enabled to guard againſt all intitements 
to the viſionary pleaſures of guilty life, and to fleer 
their courſe with ſecurity and credit through the 
world : Whereas thoſe of Denuncius not having had 
their ſenſes and reaſoning facultics exerciſed, or their 
Judgments cultivated, but tyranniz:d into implicit 
obedience, and perhaps into an irreparable meanneſs, 
abjectneſs, and ſlaviſnneſs of ſpirit, ſally forth into WW ran 
action and the wide world at random, ignorant of the WW is 

roads that lead to true honour or happineſs, and un- ev: 
apprized of the latent dangers of Vice and Error, till N al! 
they are perhaps ſurpriſed, ſwallowed up, or cther- IM arc 
Wiſe undone by their conſequences, ce 


Notwithſtanding the reverſeneſs of theſe two cha- tt 
raters, they are almoſt always miſerably confounded 
by the undiſcerning world, who are ever liable to be 
deceived by falſe appearances. Narrow reſerve and ta 
pedantic moroſeneſs have paſſed for ſound wiſdom b. 
and profound diſcretion : Inſtructors of youth have de- 1 
generated into the corruptors and depravers of it, au- © 
thority into tyranny, and ſubmiſſion into flavery : 
Hence it is that the moſt de/picable and worthleſs pre- 
tenders have put up for that veneration and eſteem 
only due to men of ability and worth; and oftner men 
of ability and worth have been obliged to ſhare the 
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ver may diſcern the boundaries of diſtinction, be- 


tween good and evil, almoſt loſt in the world.“ 


Grammatical Learning is at preſent, perhaps, 1% 
much out of faſhion, eſpecrally among the ladies. Moſt 
of our Engiich Grammars are ſo dependent upon the 
Latin, that they appear only tranſlations of them, in- 
troducing many neealeſs perplexities; as ſuperfluous 
caſes, genders, moods, tenſes, &c. peculiarities which 
our language is exempt from: Thercfore it muſt pro- 
ceed from ignorance or parade in any ſchool-maſter 
to teach, or pretend much advantage therefrom, to a 
mere English ſcholar; and, it is owing to this igno- 
rance or unſucceſsful pretence, that English Grammar 
is /o much neglected or ſo lightly eſteemed as it is, 
even amongſt men of learning; though it is generally 
allowed that none can ſpeak or wri:e properly who 
are ignor-nt of grammar; therefore it becomes ne- 
ceſſary that a practical Englisb Grammar * ſhould 
be conſiſtent with itſelf, and independent of the La- 
tin, except in ſuch articles as are common to both. 


None can ever diſplay their talents to much advan- 
tage, either in writing or converſation, unleſs they 
have a taſte for the beauty and propriety of their mo- 
ther tongue; and which they can never bave, with- 


out learning it, /o as to know the nature and kinds of 


worcs with their connections and dependencies upon 
one another. That many women read much and yet 
not to edification is, chiefly, becauſe they are igno- 
rant of 7heſe connections and dependences, and there- 
by apply relatives to wrong antecedents, verbs to 
wrong names, particularly when there is a genitive 


Cale between a nominative word and the verb, miſtake 


things for perſons, and perſons for things, and are 
there 


* Sce Ward's Eagli GAMMA, 


| 
| 
| 
z 


vii be INTRODUCTION, 


thereby miſled in the ſenſe of what they are about t) 
trace, eſpecially in circumſlantial authors, or ſuch 28 
the generality call dark and obſcure writers, meaning 
thoſe who by tranſpoſitions, &c, deviate from the ge- 
neral order of the language: They feel an cntangle- 
ment, though they &now not what or where, and are 


- Equa)ly b/ind to the beauties and idioms of language. 


I could eaſily cxemplify this; but it would be tedi- 
ous to demonitrate it to thoſe who know nothing of 
government or .conſtruction, and needleſs to thoſe 


who do, and have ever experienced the want of it in 
ot he ri. 


Women being thus left lame in their learning, are 
in a great meaſure incapable of further improving 
themſelves in ſpite of all the pains that writers have 
taken, or may take till the obſtacle be removed: 
And ill to aggravate the caſe, they are moſtly put 
to /ewing or ſimilar articles, under the care of ſome 
miſtreſs, who is perhaps either utterly incapab'e of 
eſſiſting them in the purſuit of knowledge, o who, 
from a crudity ct fcholars, wants time to point cut 
or explain to them ſuch places or ſubjects in books as 
are beſt adapted to their ſeveral wants, or ever} to di- 
rect them in their choice of books. Others there are 
who have not a book in their ſchools, or ſuch only 
2s are no Way ſuitable for youth. Theſe impeci- 
ments are very lamentable, eſpecially as they occur 
in. the very nick of time a young lady ſhould be 
taught to think, reflect, and form a fe of life in, 


I do not mean to recommend reading at the ex- 
pence of ſewing, but would only make a principle of 
the former, T here are ſeveral governeſles doub!!e/s 
who are very capable of inſtructing young ladies in 
bitb, which would form an agreeable variety, by te- 
laxing or relieving them from on? by the other. 


'T hoſe 
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T hoſe who have no taſte for intellectual amuſe- 
ent will ſeize upon the Text thing at hand, be it of 
ver ſo light or fantaſtical a kind. A love for di- 
erſions where it has once got footing, fAzals upon 
erſons inſenſibly till it engroſſes their whole time: 
I: therefore becomes neceſſary to get the ſtart of 77 
ind poſſeſs them early with a love of books.“ i) 
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On Il'DLENESS 


He who defers his Work from Day to Day, 
Does en a River's Bank expecting ſlay, 

Tillthe whole Stream which ſtep' d him should be gone, 
Thich, as it runs, for ever will run on, Anon. 


FEE KRDLENESS is ſo general a Diſtemper, 
Bf 1 A that I cannot but imagine a Speculation 
J on this Subject will be of univerſal Uſe. 
n There is hardly any one Perſon with- 
| out ſome Allay of it, and Thouſands be- 
fices myſelf ſpend more Lime in an idle Uncertain- 
ty, whether of two Affairs to begin firſt, than 
would have been ſufficient to have ended them 
both, The Occaſion of this ſeems. to be the Want 
f ſome. neceſſary Employment, to put the Spi- 
rits in Motion, and awaken them out of their Le- 
thargy, If I had lefs Leiſure, I ſhould have more ; 
for I ſhould then find Time diſtinguiſhed into Por- 
tions, ſome for Buſineſs, and others for the indulging 
of Pleaſures: But now one Face of Indolence over- 
ſpreads the whole, and I have no Land- mark to di- 
rect my ſelf by. Were one's Time a little ſtraitned 
ö NN by 
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by Buſineſs, like Water incloſed in its Banks, it 
would have ſome determined Courſe ; but unleſs it 
be put into ſome Channel it has no Current, but be. 
comes a Deluge without either Uſe er Motion, 

When Scanderberg, Prince of Epirus, was dead, the 
Turks, who had but too often felt the Force of his 
Arm in the Battles he had won from them, imagined 
that by wearing a Piece of his Bones near their 
Hearts, they ſhould be animated with a Vigour and 
Force like to that which inſpired him when living. 
As I am like to be of little uſe while I live, I am 
reſolved to do what Good I can after my Deceaſe; 
and have accordingly ordered my Bones to be diſ- 
poſed of in this Manner for the Good of my Country- 
men, who are troubled with too exorbitant a Degree 
of Fire, All Fox-hunters, upon wearing me, would 
in a ſhort Time be brought to endure their Beds in 
a Morning, and perhaps even quit them with Re- 
gret at Ten: Inſtead of hurrying away to teaze a 
poor Animal, and run away from their own Thoughts, 
a Chair or a Chariot would be thought the moſt de- 
fireable Means of performing a Remove from one 
Place to another. I ſhould be a Cure for the unna- 
tural Deſire of John Trott for Dancing, and a Spe- 
cific to leſſen the Inclination Mrs Fr:dget has to 
Motion, and cauſe her always to give her Approba- 
tion to the preſent Place ſhe is in. In fine, no 
Egyptian Mummy was ever half fo uſeful in Phyſic, 
as I ſhould be to theſe feveriſh Conftitutions, to re- 
preſs the violent Sallies of Youth, and give each 
Action its proper Weight and Repoſe, 

I can ſtifle any violent Inclination, and oppoſe a 
Torrent of Anger, or the Solicitations of Revenge, 
with Succeſs, But Indolence is a Stream which flows 
lowly on, but yet undermines the Foundation of 
every Virtue. A Vice of a more lively Nature were 
a more deſirable Tyrant than this Ruſt of the Mind, 
which gives a Tincture of its Nature to every Action 
of one's Life. It were as lizelmfazard to be toſt in a 

” „„ Storm, 
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it Storm, as to lie thus perpetually becalmed : And it 
it is to no Purpoſe to have within one the Seeds of a 
be- WW Thouſand good Qualities, if we want the Vigour 
| and Refolution neceflary for the exerting them. 
the Death brings all Perfons back to an Equality; and 
his WH this Image of it, this Slumber of the Mind, leaves 
ied BW no Difference between the greateſt Genius and the 
el BW meaneſt Underſtanding : A Faculty of doing Things 
ind ¶ remarkably Praiſe-worthy thus concealed, is of no 
12. more Uſe to the Owner, than a Heap of Gold to 
the Man who dates not uſe it. 

To-morrow is {till the fatal Time when all is to 
be rectified: To-morrow comes, it goes, and ſtill I 
pleafe myſelf with the Shadow, whilf I looſe the 
Reality ; unmindful that the preſent Time alone is 
ours, the future is yet unborn, and the paſt is dead, 


and can only live (as Parents in their Children) in 
the Actions it has produced. 


theNumber of Years, but by the Uſe which has been 
made of it; thus it is not the Extent of Ground, but 
the yearly Rent which gives the Value to the Eſfate. 
Wretched and thoughtleſs Creatures, in the only 
Place where Covetouſneſs were aVirtue we turn Pro- 
digals ! Nothing lies upon our Hands with ſuch Un- 
eaſineſs, nor has there been ſo many Devices for any 
one Thing, as to make it flide away imperceptibly 
and to no Purpoſe, A Shilling ſhall be hoarded up 
with Care, whilſt that which is above the Price of an 
Eſtate, is lung away with Diſregard and Contempt. 


ſolicitous Improvement of every Part of Time; it is 
Z a Report muſt be ſhunned as one tenders the Name 
of a Wit and a fine Genius, and as one fears the 


of dreadful Charafers of a laborious Plodder : But 
ore notwithſtanding this, the greateſt Wits any Age has 
1d, produced thought far otherwiſe; for who can think 
15 either Socrates or Demeſthenes loſt any Reputation, by 


their continual Pains both in overcoming the Defects 
Mz A 2 a nd 


The Time we live ought not to be computed by | 


There is nothizg now-a-days ſo much avoided, as a 
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and improving the Gifts of Nature. All are acquaint- 
cd with the Labour and Aficuity with which Tully 
acquired his E'oquence. Seneca, in his Letters to 
Lucelius, aſſures him, there was not a Day in which 
he did not either write ſomething, or read and epito- 
miſe ſome good Author; and | remember Pliny, in 
one of his Letters, where he gives an Account of the 
various Methods he uſed to fill up every Vacancy of 
Time, after ſeveral Employments which he tnume- 
rates; ſometimes, ſays he, I hunt; but evenithen I 
carry with me a Pccket-book, that whilſt my Ser- 
vants are buſted in diſpoſing of the Nets and other 
Matters, I may be employed in ſomething that may 
be uſeful to me in my Studies; and that if 1 miſs of 
my Game, I may at the leaſt bring home ſome of 
my own Thoughts with me, and not have the Mor- 
tification of having caught nothing all Davy. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee how many Examples I recal 
to Mind, and what Arguments I uſe with myſelf, 
to regain my Liberty : But as I am afraid it is no 
ordinary Perſuaſion that will be of Service, I ſhall 
expect your Thoughts on this Subject, with the 
greateſt Impaticnce, eſpecially fince the Good will 
not be confined to me alone, but will be of univer- 
ſal Uſe. For there are no Hopes, of Amendment 
where Men are pleaſed with their Ruin, and whilſt 
they think Lazineſs is a defireable Character: 
Whether it be that they like the State itſelf, or that 
they think it gives them a new Luſtre when they do 
exert themſelves, ſeemingly to be able to do that 
without Labour and Application, which others at- 
tain to but with the greateſt Diligence, 


y 
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On 


On ſpending T 1M F. 


Time in advance behind him hides his Wings, 

And ſeems to creep decripid with bis Ages 

Bebold bim <chen paſt by, aubat then is ſeen 

But bis broad Pinions fleeter than the Wind, Young. 


E all of us complain of the Shortneſs of Time, 

ſaith Seneca, and yet have much more than 
we know What to do with, Our Lives, ſays he, are 
ſpent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we 
ought to do: We are always complaining our Days 
ate few, and acting as though there would be no End 
of them. That noble Philoſopher has deſcribed our 
Inconſiſtency with ourſelves in this Particular, by 
all thoſe various Turns of Expreſſion and Thought 
which are peculiar in his Writings. 

I often conſider Mankind as wholly inconſiſtent 
with itſelf in a Point that bears ſome Affinity to the 
former. Though we ſeem grieved at the Shortneſs 
of Life, in general, we are wiſhing every Period of 
itatan End, The Minor longs to be at Age, then 
to be a Man of Buſineſs, then to make up'an Eſtate, 
then to arrive at Honours, then to retire. T bus al- 
though the whole of Life is allowed by every one to 
be ſbort, the ſeveral Diviſioas of it appear long and 
tedious. We are for lengthening our Span in gene- 


ral, but would fain contract the Parts of which it is 


compoſed. The: Uſurer would be very well ſatisfied 
to have all the Time annihilated that lies between 
the preſent Moment and next Quarter Day. . The 
Pulitician would be contented to loſe three Years in 
his Life could he place Things in the Poſture which 
he fancies they would ſtand in after ſuch a Revolution 
of Time. The Lover would be glad to ſtrike out 
of his Exiſtence all the Moments that are to paſs 
away before the happy Meeting, Thus, as faſt as 


our Time runs we ſhould be very glad in moſt Parts 
of our Lives that it ran much faſter than it does, 
"007 A 3- - Several - 
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Several Hours of the Day hang upon our Hands, nay Ml ou 
we wiſh away whole Years, and travel throughTime I 
as through a Country filled with many wild and MW D 
empty Waſtes, which we would fain Eurry over, T 
that we may arrive at thoſe ſeveral little Settlements IM of 
ot imaginary Points of Reſt which are diſperſed up be 
and down in it, | | hi 

If we divide the Life of moſt Men into twenty I 
Parts, we ſhall find that atleaſt nineteen of them are M H 
mere Gaps and Chaſms, which are neither filled ti 
with Pleaſure nor Buſineſs. I do not however in- MW H 
clude in this Calculation, the Life of thoſe Men who tr 


are in a perpetual Hurry of Affairs, but of thoſe on- MW ©» 


ly who are not always engaged in Scenes of Action; N pc 


and I hope I ſhall not do an unacceptable Piece of ¶ to 
Service to thoſe Perſons, if I point out to them cer- 
tain Methods for the filling up of their empty Spaces 
of Life. The Methods I ſhall propoſe to them ate 
as follow: e | 

The firſt is the Exerciſe of Virtue, in the moſt 
general Acceptation of the Word. That particular 
Scheme which comprehends the ſocial Virtues, may 
give Employment to the moſt induſtrious Temper, 
and find a Man Buſineſs more than the moſt :Qive 
Station of Life. To adviſe the Ignorant, relieve the 
Needv, comfort the AfMi&ed, are Duties that fall in 
our Way almoſt every Day of our Lives. A Man has 
frequent Opportunities of mitigating the Fierceneſs 
of a Party; of doing Juſtice to the Character of a 
deſerving Man; of ſoftening the Envious, quieting 
the Arg'y, and reifying the Prejudiced; which are 
all of them Employments ſuited to a reaſonable Na- 
ture, and bring great Satisfaction to the Perſon who 
can buſy himſelf in them with Diſcretion. 

There is another Kind of Virtue that may find 
Employment for thoſe retired Hours in which we are 
altogether left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of Compa- 
ny and Converſation mean that Intercourſe and 
Communication which every reaſonable 

1 OUS iu 
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ought to maintain with the great Author of his Being. 
The Man who lives under an habitual Senſe of the 
Divine Preſence, keeps up a perpetual Chearfulneſs of 
Temper, and enjoys every Moment the Satisfaction 
of thinking himſelf in Company with his deareſt and 


beſt of Friends, The Time never lies heavy upon 
him: It is impoſſible for him to be alone. His 


Thoughts and Paſſions are the moſt buſied at ſuch 


Hours, when thoſe of other Men are the moſt unac- 
tive, He no ſooner ſteps out of the World, but his 
Heart burns with Devotion, ſwells with Hope, and 
triumphs in the Conſciouſneſs of that Preſence which 
every where ſurrounds him; or, on the contrary, 
pours out its Fears, its Sorrows, its Apprehenſions, 
to the great Supporter of his Exiſtence. ' 

I have here only confi-ler:d the Neceſſity of a 
Man's being virtuous, that he may have ſomething 
to do; but if we conſider further, that the Exerciſe 
of Virtue is not only an Amuſement for the Time it 
laſts, but that i's Influence extends to thoſe Parts of 
our Exiſtence which le beyond the Grave, and that 
our whole Eternity is to take its Colour from thoſe 
Hours waich we here employ in Virtve or Vice, the 
Argument redoubles upon us, for putting in Practice 
this Method of paſſing away our Time. 

When a Man has but a little Stock to improve 
and has Opportunities of turning it all to good Ac- 
count, what ſhall we think of bim if he ſuffers nine» 
teen Parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps employs e- 
ven the twenti:ta to his Ruin or Diſadvantage ? But 
becauſe the Mind cannot be always in its Fervours, 
nor {trained up wo a Pitch of Virtue, it is neceſſary 
to find out proper Employ ments for it in its Relaxa- 
tions. | | 

The next Method ther fore that I would propoſe 
to fill up cur I ine, (Haule be uſeful and innocent 
Diverſions, 1 mutt corfels | think it is below reaſon- 
able Catures e e aliozviher converſant in ſuch Di- 
verlious as arc inciely innocent, and have nothing 
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elſe to recommend them, but that there is no Hurt 
in them. Whether any Kind of Gaming has even 
thus much to ſay for itſelf, I ſhall not determine; 
but I think it is very wonderful to ſee Perſons of the 
beſt Senſe paſſing away a Dczen Hours together in 
ſhuffling and dividing a Pack of Cards, with no other 
Converſation but what is made up of a few Game 
Phraſes, and no other Ideas but thoſe of black or red 
Spcts ranged together in different Figures. Would 
not a Man laugh to hear any one of this Species 
complaining that Life is ſhort. 

The Stage might be made a perpetual Source of 
the moſt noble and uſeful Entertainments, were it 
under proper Regulations. 

But the Mind never unbends itſelf ſo agreeably as 
in the Converſation of a well choſen Friend. There 
is indeed no Bleſſing of Life that is any Way compa- 
rable to the Enjoyment of- a difereet and virtuous 
Friend. It eaſes and unloads the Mind, clears and 
tmproves the Underſtanding, engenders Thought 
and Knowledge, animates Virtue and good Reſolu- 
tions, ſooths and allays the Paflions, and finds Em- 
ployment for moſt of the vacant Hours of Life, 

Next to ſuch an Intimacy with a particular Perſon, 
one would endeavour after a more general Conver- 
fation with ſuch as are capable of edifying and enter- 
taining thoſe with whom they converſe, which are 
Qualities that ſeldom go aſunder. 

There are many other uſeful Amuſements of Life, 
Which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might, on all Occaſions, have Recourſe to ſomething 
rather than ſuffer the Mind to lie idle, or run adriit 
with any Paſhon that chances to ariſe in it 

- A Man that has a Tafte for Muſic, Painting, or 
Architecture, is like one that has another Senſe 
when compared with ſuch as have no Rehſh of thoſe 
Arts. The Floriſt, the Planter, the Gardener, the 


Husbandman, when they are only as Accompliſh- 


ments to the Man of Fortune, are great Relieſs to 2 


Country 
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Country Life, and many Ways uſeful to thoſe who 
are poſle!I:d of them. OP +4" 


— — — 
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On the ſame SUBJECT. 
Live <vell, and then hozv ſoon ſoe er jon die, ry £1 
You are of Age to claim Eternity. Randolf. 
HE human Species only, to the great Reproach 
of our Natures, are filled with Complaints, that 
the Day hangs heavy en them, that they do net know 
what-to do with themſelves, that they are at a Loſs haw' 
to paſs away their Time, with many of the like ſhame- 
ful Murmurs, which we often find in the Mouth of 
thoſe who are ſtiled reaſonable Beings. How mon- 
ſtrous are ſuch Expreſſions among Creatures, who have 
the Labours of the Mind, as well as thoſe of the Body 
to furniſh them with proper Employments; who, 
beſides the Buſtneſs' of their proper Callings and 
Proſeſſions, can apply themfelves to the Duties of 
Religion, to Meditation, to the reading of uſeful 
Books, and to diſcourſe; in a Word, who may exer- 
ciſe themſelves in the unbounded Purſuits of Know- 
ledge and Virtue, and every Hour of their Lives make 
them(clves wiſe or better than they were before. 

After having been taken up'for ſome I ime in this 
Courſe of thought, I diverted myſelf with a Book: 
according to my uſual Cuſtom, in order to unbend 
my Mind before I went to fl:ep. The Book I made 
uſe of on this Occaſion, was Lucian, where I amuſed 
my Thoughts for about an Hour among the Dia- 
logues of the Dead, which in all Probability pro- 
duced the following Dream. | 

I was conveyed, me thought, into the Entrance of 
the Internal Regions, where I ſaw Rhadamanthus, 
one of the Judges of the Dead, ſeated in his Tribu- 
nal, On his Left Hand ſtood the Keeper of Erebus, 
on his Right Hand the Keeper of E/y/tum, I was told 
he fat ugon Women that D. y, there being ſeveral * 

; the 
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the Sex lately arrived, who had not yet their Manſiony 
aſſigned them I was ſurprized to hear them ask every 
one of them the ſame Queſtion, what they had been 
doing ? Upon this Queſtion being propoſed to the 
whole Aſſembly, they ſtared one upon another, as not 
knowing what to anſwer. He then interrogated each 
of them ſeperately, Madam, fays he, to the firſt of 
them, you have been upon the Earth about fifty 
Vears: What have you been doing there all this 
While ? Doing fays ſhe, really I do not know what 
J have been doing: I defire may have Time given 
me to recolleft. After about half an Hour's Pauſe ſhe 
told him, that ſhe had been playing at Crimp; upon 
which Rhadamanthus beckoned to the Keeper on his 
Left Hand, to take her into Cuſtody. And you, Ma- 
dam, ſays the Judge, that look with ſuch a ſoft and 
languiſhing Air ; I think you ſet out for this Place in 
your nine and twentieth Year, what have you been 
doing all this while? J had a great deal of Buſineſs on 
my Hands, fa „being taken up the firſt twelve 
Years of my Lite, in dreſſing a jointed Baby, and all 
the remaining Part of it in reading Plays and Roman- 
ces. Very well, ſays he, you have employed your 
Time to good Purpoſe. Away with her. The next 
was a plain Country Woman: Well, Miſtreſs, ſays 
Rhadamanthus, and what have you been doing? If it 
pleaſe your Worſhip, ſays ſhe, I did not live quiet for- 
ty Years ; and in that Time brought my Husband ſe- 
ven Daughters, made him nine thouſandCheeſes, and 
left my eldeſt Girl with him to look after his Houſe 
in- my Abſence, and whom I venture to fay is as 
pretty a Houſewife as any in the County. Rhada- 
manthus ſmiled at the Simplicity of the good Woman, 
and ordered the Keeper of Elyſium to take her into his 
Care. And you, fair Lady, ſays he, what bave you 
been doing theſe five and thirty Years ? I have been * 
doing no Hurt, J aſſure you, Sir, ſays ſhe. That is j 
well, ſays he; but what good have you been doing? 
The Lady was in great Confuſion at this — | 
. an 
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and not knowing what to anſwer, the two Keepers 
C leaped out to ſeize her at the ſame Time; the one 
took her by the Hand to convey her to Ely/zur, the o- 
ther caught hold of her to carry her away to Erebus, 
But Rhadamanthus obſerving an ingenuous Modeſty 
in her Countenance and Behaviour, bid them both 
let her looſe, and ſet her aſide for a Re- examination 
when he was more at Leiſure. An old Woman, of a 
proud and ſour Look, preſented herſelf next at theBar, 
ind being asked what ſhe had been doing? Truly, 
ſays ſhe, I lived threeſcore and ten Years in a veiy 
wicked World, and was ſo angry at the Behaviour of 
a Parcel of young Flirts, that I paſt moſt of my laſt 
ears in condemning the Follies of the Times; I was 
very Day blaming the filly Conduct of People about 
me, in order to deter thoſe I converſed with from fal- 
ling into the like Errors and Miſcarriages. Very well, 
aysRbadamanthus, but did you keep the ſame watch- 
ul Eye over your own Actions? Why, truly, ſays 


pthers, that I had no Time to conſider my own, 
adam, ſays Rhadameanthus, be pleaſed to file off to 
he Leſt, and make Room for the venerable Matron 
hat ſtands behind you. Old Gentlewoman, ſays he, 
think you are fourſcore : You have heard the Queſ- 
ion, what have you been doing ſo long in the World? 
h, Sir! ſays ſhe, I have been doing what I ſhauld 
zot have done; but I had made a firm Refolution to 
ave changed my Life, if I had not been ſnatched off 
y an untimely Ead. Madam, fays he, you will 
leaſe to follow your Leader ; and ſpying another of 
he ſame Age, interrogated her in the ſame Form, 
o which the Matron replied, I have been the Wife 
a Husband who was as dear to me in his old Age 
$10 his Youth, I have been a Mother, and very 
ppy in my Children, whom 1 endeavoured to bring 
pin every Thing that is good. My eldeſt Son is 
eſt by the Poor, and beloved by every one that 
bows him, I lived within my own Family, and Jett 
it 


ſhe, I was ſo taken up with publiſhing the Faults of 


1 
| 
1 
' 
i 
: 
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it much more wealthy than I found it. Rha4aman. 
thus, who-knew the Value of the old Lady, ſie ff 
upon ber in ſuch a Manner, that the Keeper E 4 
who knew his Office, reached out his Hand to her, id 
He no ſooner t uche (her, but her Wrinkles vaniſh- 
ed, her Eyes ſparkled, her Cheeks glowed with Bluſh. 
es, and ſh= appeared in full Beauty. A young Wo- 
man obſerving that this Officer, who conducted (he 
Happy to Ehſium, was ſo great a Beaurifier, longed 
to be in his Hands, ſo that preſſing through th 
Croud, ſhe was the next that appeared at the Bir 
And being asked what ſhe had been doing the five 
and twenty Years that ſhe had paſt in the World z! 
have endeavoured, ſais ſhe, ever ſince I came to Vea 
of Diſcretion, to make my ſeli lovely and gain Admi. 
rers. In order to do it I paſt my Time in bottling yy 
May Dew, inventing white W.ſhes, mixing Colourz 
cutting out Patches. conſulting my Glaſs, ſuitingm 
Complexion, tearing off my Tucker, ſinking my 
Stays Rhadamanthus, without heating her out, gav: 


the Sign to take her off Upon the Approach of th} tt 
Keeper of Erebus, her Culour faded, her Face pu © 
kered up with Wrinkles, and her whole Perſon wal V 
loſt in Detormity. 7275 n 

was then ſurprized with a diſtant Sound of a wh © 
Troop of Females that came forward laughing, ſing U 
ing, and dancing I was very defirous to know ti ſ: 
Reception they would meet with, and withall wah © 
very apprehenſive that Rhadamanthus would (ph " 


their Mirth: But at their nearer Approach the Noi! 
grew ſo very great that it awakened me. 
I lay ſome Vime reſlecting in myſelf on the Odd 
neſs of this Dream, and could not forbear asking Mm) 
own Heart what I was doing? | anſwered myſel 
that I way writing Guardians, If my Readers mai 
as good a Uſe of this Work as I defign they ſtoul 
I hope it will never be imputed to be as a Work ti 
is vain and unprofitable. 
J ſhall conclude with recommending to _w ti 

a0 


„ e > Fg9TD 
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„an. fame ſhort Self- examination. If every one of them 
ile frequently lays his Hand upon his Heart, and con- 
g ſicers what he is doing, it will check him in all the 
hor idle, or what is worſe, the vicious Moments of Liſe; 
„ltc up his Mind when it is running on in a Series of 
uh indifferent Actions, and encourage him when he is en- 
wo geged in thoſe which are virtuous and laudable. In 
aWord, it will very much alleviate that Guilt which 
the beſt of Men have reaſon to acknowledge in their 
daily Confeſſions, of leaving undone thoſe Things which 
they ought to have done, and of doing thoſe Things which 
they ought not to have done. 


* 


— — 


The Prafice of Vmrug recommended. 


If Happineſs be your Purſuit 
4 = 2 the Fruit. Gay. 
HEN Hercules, ſays the divine Prodicus, was 
in that Part of his Youth, in which it was na- 
tural for him to conſider what Courſe of Life he 
ought to purſue, he one Day retired into a Deſart, 
where the Silence and Solitude of the Place very 
much favoured his Meditations. As he was muſing 
on his preſent Condition, and very much perplexed. 
in himſelf on the State of Life he ſhou'd chuſe, he 
ſaw two Women of a larger Stature than ordinary 
approaching towards him. One of them had a very 
notable Air and graceful Deportment; ber Beauty 
was natural and eaſy ; her Perſon clean and unſpot- 
ted; her Eyes caſt towards the Ground, with an a- 
greeable Reſerve; her Motion and Behaviour full of 
Modeſty ; and her Raiment as white as Snow. The 
other had a great deal of Health and Floridneſs in her 
'« wan Countenance, which ſhe had helped with an artificial 
sou White and Red. and endeavoured to appear more 
»rk ti graceful than ordinary in her Mein, by a Mixture of 
AﬀcQation in all her Geſtures, She had a wonderful 
hem i Confidence and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all the 
Ca;nl B Va- 


—— 
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Variety of Colours in her Dreſs that ſhe thought 


were the moſt proper to ſhew her Complexion to an 
Advantage. She caſt her Eyes upon herſelf, then 
turned them on thoſe that were preſent, to ſee how 
they liked her, and often looked on the Figure ſhe 
made in her own Shadow. Upon her nearer Ap. 
proach to Hercules, ſhe ſtepped before the other La- 
dy, (who came forward with a regular compoſed 
Carriage) and running up to him, accoſted him af- 
ter the following Manner. 

My dear Hercules (ſays ſhe) I find you are very 
much divided in your own T houghts upon the Way 
of Life that you ought to chuſe: Be my Friend, and 
follow me; I will lead you into the Poſſeſſion of 
Pleaſure and out of the Reach of Pain, and remove 
you from all the Noiſe and Diſquietude of Buſineſs, 
Tre Affairs of either War or Peace ſhall have no 
Power to diſturb you. Your whole Employment 
ſhall be to make your Life eaſy, and to entertain 
every Senſe with its proper Grarifications. Sump- 
tuous Tables, Beds of Rofes, Clouds of Perfumes, 
Concerts of Muſic, Crouds of Beauties, are all in 
Readineſs to receive you, Come along with me into 
this Region of Delights, this World of Pleaſure, and 
bid farewell for ever to Care, to Pain, and to Buſineſs, 

Hercules, hearing the Lady talk after this Man- 
ner, deſired to know her Name; to which ſhe an- 
ſwered, my Friends, and thoſe who are well ac- 
quainted with me, call me Happineſs ; but my Ene- 
mies, and thoſe who would injure my Reputation, 
have give given me the Name of Pleaſure. 

By this Time the other Lady was come up, who 
addreſſed herſelf to the young Hero in a very different 
Manner. 

Hercules, (ſays ſhe) I offer myſelf to you, becauſe 
I know you are deſcended from the Gods, and give 
Proofs of that Deſcent by your Love to Virtue, and 
Application to the Studies proper for your Age. 


This makes me hope you will gain both for pawns 
an 
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and me an immortal Reputation. But before I in- 
vite you into my Society and Friendſhip, I will be 
open and ſincere with you; and muſt lay down this 
ven as an eſtabliſhed Truth, that there is nothing truly 
valuable which can be purchaſed without Pains and 
ſhe BY Labour. The Gods have ſet a Price upon every real 


\p- and noble Pleaſure, If you would gain the F avour of 
Las the Deity, you muſt be at the Pains of worſhipping 
2 him; if the Friendſhip of good Men, you muſt ſtudy 


to oblige them; if you would be honoured by your 
Country, you muſt take Care to ſerve it. In ſhort, if 


©) WW you would be eminent in War or Peace, you muſt 
become Maſter of all the Qual-fications that can make 
ad yourſo. Theſe are the only Terms and Conditions 
1 of upon which I can propoſe Happineſe. The Goddeſs 
ode of Pleaſure here broke in upon her Diſcourſe : You 
els. Wl fee, (ſaid ſhe) Herculet, by her own Confeſſion, the 
no Way to her Pleaſure is long and difficult, whereas 
ent BY that which I propoſe is ſhort and eaſy, Alas! (ſaid 
am I the other Lady, whoſe Viſage glowed with a Paſſion 
up. made up of Scorn and Pity) what are the Pleaſures 
"es {MW you propoſe ? To eat before you are hungry, drink 
1 in Whetore you are thirſty, fleep before you are tired, to 
. gratify Appetites before they are raiſed, and raiſe ſuch 


Appetites as Nature never planted. You never heard 
the moſt deliciovs Muſic, which is the Praiſe of one's 


lan- elf; nor ſaw the inoſt beautiful Object, which is the 
=" WW Work of one's own Hands, Your Votaries paſs a- 
„oy their Youth in a Dream of miſtaken Pleaſures, 
ue Wn hile they are hoarding up Anguiſh, Torment, and 
on, Remorſe, for old Age. 

i As for me, I am a Friend of the Gods and of good 
eo Men, an agreeable Companion to the Artifan, a 
rent houſe- hold Guardian to the Fathers of Families, a 
8 Patron and Protector of Servants, and on Aſſociate 
perm in all true and generous Friendſhips, The Banquets 


of my Votaries are never coſtly, but always delicious; 
lor none eat or drink at them who are not invited by 
nger and Thirſt, Their Slumbers are ſound, and 


B 2 their 
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their Wakings chearful. My young men have the 
Pleaſure of hearing themſelves praiſed by thoſe who ate 
in Years; and thoſe who are in Years, of being ho- 
noured by thofe who are young. In a Word, my 
Followers are favoured by the Gods, beloved by their 
Acquaintances, efteemed by their Country, and (af- 
ter the Cloſe of their Labours) honoured byPoſterity. 
We know by the Life of this memorable Hero, * 
to which of theſe two Ladies he gave up his Heart; e 
2nd I believe, every one who reads this, will do him MW'®” 
the Juſtice to approve his Choice. 
I very much admire the Speeches of theſe La- 
dies, as containing in them the chief Arguments for I a" 
a Life of Virtue, or a Life of Pleaſure, that could en- al 
ter into the Thoughts of an Heathen ; but am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the different Figures he gives 
the two Goddeſſes. Our modern Authors have re- 
preſented Pleaſure and Vice with an 2lluring Face, MW" 
but ending in Snakes and Monfters : Here ſhe ap- 
pears in all the Charmes of Beauty, tho' they are all bi 
falſe and borrowed ; and by that Means, compoſes M**) 
a Viſion entirely natural and pleaſing. | 
I have tranſlated this Allegory for the Benefit of tin 
the Youth of Great Britain; and particularly of MW 
thoſe who are ſtil] in the deplorable State of Non- 
exiſtance, and whom I moſt earneſtly intreatto come 
into the World, Let my Embrios ſhew the leaft In- 
clination to any fingle Virtue, and I ſhall allow it 
to be a Struggling towards Birth, I do not expect 
of them, that, like the Hero in the foregoing Story, 
they ſhould go about as ſoon as they are born, witi 
a Club in their Hands, and a Lion's Skin on their 
Shoulders, to root cut Monſters, and deftroy Ty- 
rants ; but as the fineſt Author of all Antiquity has WW. 
ſaid upon this very Occaſion, though a Man has not We. 
the Abilities to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the moſt ſhi- WM... 
ning Parts of a great Character, he has certainly the 
Capacity of being juſt, faithful, modeſt, and tempe- 
rate. 0 
1 
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the 

are If ought on Earth th* immortal Pow'ys deride, 

ho- Jis ſurely this—T ke Littleneſs of Pride Anon. 

* F there be any Thing which makes human Na- 
r 


ture appear ridiculous to Beings of ſuperior Fa- 
ulties, it muſt be Pride, They know ſo well the 
anity of thole imaginary Perfections that ſwell the 
Heart of Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary Ad- 
antages, wether in Birth, Fortune, or Title, which 
one Man enjoys above another, that it muſt certain- 
ly very much aſtoniſh, if it does not very much di- 
ert them, when they ſee a Mortal puffed up and 
Juing himſelf above his Neighbours on any of 
hele Accounts, at the ſame Time that he is obnoxi- 
pus to all the common Calamities of the Species. 


ehcp To ſet this Thought in its true Light, we will 
le Wancy, if you pleaſe, that yonder Mole-hill is inha- 
p. bited by reaſonable Creatures, and that every Piſmire 
4 a bis Shape and Way of Life only excepted) is en - 
5 lowed with human Paſſions. How ſhould we ſmile 


to hear one give us an Account of the Pedigrees, Diſ- 
zt of Nenctions, and Titles that reign among them! Ob- 
eve how the whole Swarm divide and make Way 
jor the Piſmire that paſſes through them ! Y ou muſt 
underſtand he is an Emmet of Quality, and has bet- 
+ In. Ne Blood in his Veins than any Pilmire in the Mole- 
hill, Do not you ſee how ſenſible he is of it, how 
bed Now he marches forward, how the whole Rabble of 
P Ants keep their Diſtance ? Here you may obſerve one 
wah placed upon a little Eminence, and looking down on 
their long Row of Labourers, He is the richeſt Inſect 
Ty- this Side the Hillock: He has a Walk of half a 
11 Vard in Length, and a Quarter of an Inch in Breadth; 
$ not Ie keeps a hundred menial Servants, and has at leaſt 

bfteen Barley-Corns in his Granary. He is now 
chiding and beſlaving the Emmet that ſtands before 
him, and who, for all that we can diſcover, is as. 
22d an Emmet as himſelf, 


13 But 
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But here comes an Inſect of Figure ] Do not you 
take Notice of a little white Straw that he carries in 
his Mouth ? That Straw you muſt underſtand, he 
would not part with for the longeſt Tract about the 
Mole-hill : Did but you know what he has under- 
gone to purchaſe it ! See how the Ants of all Quali- 
ties and Conditions ſwarm about him. Should this 
Straw drop out of his Mouth, you would fee all this 
numerous Circle of Attendants follow the next that 
took it up, and leave the diſcarded Inſect, or run 
over his Back, to come at his Succeſſor. 

If now you have a Mind to ſee all the Ladies of the 
Mole-hill, obſerve firſt the Piſmire that liſtens to the 
Emmet on her Left Hand, at the ſame Time that 
ſhe ſeems to turn away her Head from him. He tells 
this poor Inſect that ſhe is a Goddeſs ; that her Eyes 
are brighter than the Sun : that Life and Death are 
at her Diſpoſal, She believes him, and gives herſelf 
a thouſand little Airs upon it. Mark the Vanity of 
the Piſmire on your Left Hand. She can ſcarce 
crawl with Age; but you muſt know ſhe values her- 
ſelf upon her Birth; and if you mind, ſpurns at e- 
very one that comes within her Reach, The little 
nimble Coquet that is running along by the Side of 
her is a Wit, She has broke many a Piſmire's 
Heart. Do but obſerve what a Drove of Lovers are 
running after her. 

We will here finiſh this imaginary Scene ; but firſt 
of all to draw the Parallel cloſer, will ſuppoſe, if you 
pleaſe, that Death comes down upon the Mole hill, 
in the Shape of a Cock-Sparrow, who picks up, with- 
out Diſt nction, the Piſmire of Quality and his Flat 
terers, the Piſmire of Subſtance and his Day-labour- 
ers, the White-Straw Officer and his Sycophan's, } 


with all the Goddefles, Wits, and Beauties of the 
Mole hill. 


May we not imagine that Beings of ſuperior Na- 
tures and Perfections regard ali the Inſtances of Pride 
and Vanity, among our own Species, in the 2 

| 5 
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Kind of View, when they take a Survey of thoſe 


who inhabit the Earth: Or, in the Language of an 
ingenious French Poet, of thoſe Piſmires that people 


mis Heap of Dirt, which human Vanity has divided 


into Climates and Regions. 


| The BASKET-MAREkER. A Pernvian Tale. 


The Pride of Blood, or high Birth decried, 


Worth makes the Man, and Want of it the Fellow, 
The reſt is all but Leather and Prunella. Pope. 


N the Midſt of that vaſt Ocean, commonly called 
[ the South-Sea, lie the Iſlands of Selomin, In the 

ntre of theſe, lies one, not only diſtant from the 
reſt, which are immenſely ſcattered round it, but 
alſo large beyond Proportion, An Anceſtor of the 
Prince, who now reigns abſolutely in this central 
Iſland, has through a long Deſcent of Ages, entailed 
the Name of Solomon's Iſlands on the whole, by the 
Effect of that Wiſdom wherewith he poliſhed the 
Manners of his People, 

A Deſcendant of one of the great Men ot this hap- 
py Iſland, becoming a Gentleman, to ſo improved 
a Degree as to diſpiſe the good Qualities which had 
originally ennobled his Family, thought of nothing, 
but how to ſupport and diſtinguiſh his Dignity by 
the Pride of an ignorant Mind, and a Diſpoſition a- 
bandoned to Pleaſure. He had a Houſe on the Sea- 
Side, where he ſpent great Part of his Time in hunt- 
ing and fiſhing : But found himſelf at a Loſs in Pur- 
ſuit of theſe important Diverſions, by Means of a 
long Slip of Marſh-Land, overgrown with high 
Reeds, that lay between his Houſe and the Sea. Re- 
ſolving, at length, that it became not a Man of his 
Quality to ſubmit to Reftraints in his Pleaſures, for 


the Eaſe and Cod veniency of an obſſinate Mechanic; 

and having giiten endeavoured, in vain, to buy out 

the Owner, who was an honeſt poor ann, 
| an 


20 The PLrASING INSTRUCTOR. 


and whoſe Livelihood depended on working up the 
Flags of thoſe Reeds, in a Manner peculiar to bim- 
ſelf, the Gentleman took Advantage of a very high 


Wind and commanded his Servants to burn down *, 
the Barrier. the 


The Basket- make“, who ſaw himſelt undone, com- 
plained of the O;preſſion in Terms more ſuited to , 

his Senſe of the Injury, than the Reſpect due to hr 
the Rank of the Offender: And the Reward this p 


Imprudence procured him, was the additional Injuſ- -— 
tice of Blows and Reproaches, and all Kinds cf In- the 


ſult and Indignity. 

There: was but one Way to a Remedy, and he 
took it: For going to the Capital, with the Marks 
ot his hard Uſage upon him, he threw himſelf at the 
Feet of the King, and procured a Citation for his 
Oppreſſor's Appear ance ; who confeſſing the Charge, 
proceeded to juſtify his Behaviour, by the poor Man's 
Unmindfulneſs of the Submiſſion due from the Vul- 
gar, to Gentlemen of Rank and DifſtinAion, 

But pray, replied the King, what Diſtinction of 
Rank bad the Grandfather of your Father, when, 
being a Cleaver of Wood in the Palace of my An- 
ceſtors,. he was raiſed from among thoſe Vulgar you 
ſpeak of with ſuch Contempt, in Reward of an In- 
ſtance he gave of his Courage and Loyalty in De- 
fence of his Maſter? Yet his Diſtintion was nobler 
than yours: It was the Diſtinction of Soul, not of 
Birth; the Superiority of Worth, not of Fortune 
I am ſorry I have a Gentleman in my Kingdom, who 
is baſe enough to be ignorant, that Eaſe and Diſtinc- 
tion of Fortune, were beftowed on him but to this 
End, that, being at Reſt from all Cares of providing 
for himſelf, he might apply bis Heart, Head, and 
Hand, for the public Advantage of others. 

Here the King, diſcontinuing his Speech, fixed an 
Eye of Indignation on a ſullen Reſentment of Mein 
which he obſerved in the haughty Offender, who 


muttered out. his Diſlike of the anne 
* 
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"I Vay of thinking muſt give to the Commonalty, who 
h he ſaid, were to be conſidered as Perſons of no Con- 
- ſequence, in Compariſon of Men who were born to 
be honoured, Where Reflection is wanting, replied 
n. the King with a Smile of Diſdain, Men muſt find 
their Defects in the Pain of their Sufferings. Tan- 
5 humo, added he, turning to a Captain of his Gallies, 
ſtrip the Injured and the Injurer; and, conveying 
them to one of the moſt barbarous and re moteſt of 
the Iſlands, ſet them a-ſhore in the Night, and leave 
them both to their Fortune, 

The Place in which they were landed was a Marſh, 
under Cover of whoſe Flags the Gentleman was in 
Hopes to conceal himſelf, and give the Slip to his 
Companion whom he thought it a Diſgrace to be 
found with. But the Lights in the Galley having 
given an Alarm to the Savages, a conſiderable Body 
of them came down, and diſcovered in the Morning 
the two Strangers in their Hiding-place. Setting up 
a diſmal Yell, they ſurrounded them ; and advancing 
nearer and nearer, with a Kind of Clubs, ſeemed 
determined to diſpatch them, without Senſe of Hol- 
pitality or Mercy, 

Here the Gentleman began to diſcover, that the 
Superiority of his Blood was imaginary : For, be- 
tween a Conſciouſneſs of Shame and Cold, under the 
Nakedneſs he had never been uſed to; a Fear of the 
Event from the Fierceneſs of the Savages' Approach; 
and the Want of an Idea whereby to ſoften or divert 
their Aſperity, he fell behind the poor Sharer of his 
Calamity ; and with an unſinewed, apprehenſive, 
unmanly Sneakingneſs of Mein, gave up the Poſt of 
Honour, and made a Leader of the very Man whom 
he had thought it a Diſgrace to confider as a Com- 
panion. 

The Basket-maker, on the contrary, to whom the 
Poverty of his Condition had made Nakedneſs habi- 
| tual; to whom a Life of Pain and Mortification, te- 
preſented Death as not dreadful ; and whoſe Re- 

meme 
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membrance of his Skill in Arts of which theſe 82. 
vages were ignorant, gave him Hopes of becomin 
ſfa'e, from demonſtrating that he could be uſeful, 
moved with bolder and more open Freedom ; and, 
having plucked a handful of his Flags, fat down 
without Emotion, and making Signs that he would 
ſhew them ſomething worthy their Attention, fell to 
Work with Smiles and Noddings; while the Sava- 
ges diew near, and gazed in ExpeQation of the Con- 
ſequence, 

It was not long before he had wreathed a Kind of 
Coronet, of pretty Workmanſhip; and riſing with 
Reſpect and Fearſulneſe, approached the Savage who 
appeared the Chief, and placed it gently on his 
Head; whoſe Figure under this new Ornament, fo 
charmed and firuck his Followers, that they threw 
down all their Clubs, and formed a Dance of Wel- 
come and Congratulation round the Author of ſo 
prized a Favour. 

There was not one but ſhewed the Marks of his 
Impatience to be made as fine as his Captain: So 
the poor Basket- maker had his Hands full of Em- 
ployment : And the Savages, obſerving one quite 
idle while the other was ſo buſy in their Service, 
took up Arms in the Behalf of natural Juſtice, and 
— to lay on Arguments in Favour of their Pur- 
poſe. | | 

The Basket-maker's Pity now effaced the Remem- 
brance of his Sufferings : So he aroſe and reſcued his 
Oppreſſor, by making Signs that he was ignorant of 
the Art; but might, if they thought fit, be uſeſully 
employed in waiting on the Work, and fetching 
Flags to his Supply, as faſt 2s he ſhould want them. 

This Propoſition luckily fell in with a Defire the 
Savages expreſſed to keep themſelves at Leiſure, that 
they might crowd round, and mark the Progreſs of 
a Work they took ſuch Pleaſure in, They leſt the 
Gentleman therefore to his Duty in the Bisket- 
maket's Service; and conſidered him, from ON 
| A uime 
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Time forward, as one who was, and ought to be, 
treated as inferior to their Bene factor. 

Men, Wives, and Children, from all Corners of the 
nd, igand, came in Droves for Coronets: And, ſetting 
the Gentleman to Work to gather Boughs and Pol 
ade a fine Hut to lodge the Basket-maker : An 
brought down daily from the Country, ſuch Provi- 
ſions as they lived upon themſelves ; taking Care to 
offer the imagined Servant nothing, till his Maſter 
had done eating, 


J of Three Months Reflection in this mortified Condi- 

vith ron, gave a new and juſt Turn to our Gentleman's 

15 improved Ideas; infomuch, that lying weeping, and 
i 


awake, one Night, he thus conſeſſed his Sentiments 


ſo in Favour of the Basket: maker. I have been to 
ew blame and wanted Judgment to diſtinguiſh between 
eh accident and Excellence. Whea 1 ſhould have 
fo ¶meaſured Nature, I but looked to Vanity. The Pre- 
ference which Fortune gives, is empty and imaginary: 
his And I perceive, too late, the only Things of Uſe 
So are naturally honourable. I am aſhamed, when I 
an compare my Malice to remember your Humanity: 
ute Put if the Gods ſhould pleaſe to call me to a Repoſ- 
Ce, WMſcfion of my Rank and Happineſs, I would divide 
and all with you in Atonement of my juſtly puniſhed 
at. Are gance. 
He promiſed, and performed his Promiſe: For 
m- me King, ſoon after, ſent the Captain who had land- 
ay ed them, with Preſents to the Savages ; and ordered 


him to bring both back again. And it continues, ta 
g this Day, a Cuſtom in that Iſland, to degrade all 
ing Gentlemen who cannot give a better Reaſon for 
their Pride, than that they were born to do nothing: 
And the Word for this due Puniſhment is, Send him 
ts the Basket- maker's, 


et- | On 


_ — — tm — 
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ſimulation and Deceit; it is much the plainer and 
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On TxuUTa and SINCERITY. 


1 fall ſhall hate that Man as Hell, 
WWho this can think, and that can tell. Francis, 


I and Reality have all the Ad vantages 
of Appearance, and many more. It the She 
of any Thing be good for any Thing, I am ſure Sin. 
cerity is better: For why does any Man diflembl:, 
or ſeem to be that which he is not, but becauſe he 
thinks it good to have ſuch a Quality as he pretend 
to? For to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on 
the Appearance of ſome real Excellency. Now the 
beſt Way in the World for a Man to ſeem to be 
any Thing, is really to be what he would ſeem to be. 
Beſides that it is many Times as troubleſome to 
make good the Pretence of a gocd Quality, as to 
have it; and if a Man has it not, it is ten to one 
but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all his Pain 
and Labour to ſeem to have it is loſt, There i 
ſomething unnatural in Painting which a skilful Eye 
will eaſily diſcern from native Beauty, and Com- 
plexion. 

It is hard to perſonate and act a Part long; fot 
where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature will al- 
ways be endeavouring to return, and will peep out 
and betray herſelf one Time or other, "Therefore 
if any Man thinks it convenient to ſeem good, let 
him be ſo indeed, and then his Goodneſs will appeat 
to every Body's Satisfaction; fo that upon all Ac- 
counts Sixcerity is true Wiſdom, Particularly as to 
the Affairs of this World, Integrity hath made Ad- 
vantages over all the fine and artificial Ways of Dil 


eaſier, much the ſafer and more ſecure Way of deal- 
ing in the World; it has leſs of Trouble and Dit- 
ficulty, of Entanglement and Pesplexity, of Danger 
and Hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way 
to our End, carrying us thither in a ſtreight Ling 

an 
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and will hold out and laſt Tongeſt. The Arts of De- 

eit and Cunning do continually grow weaker and 

if effectual and ſerviceable to them that uſe them; 

; whereas Integrity gains Strength by Uſe, and the more” 
s. W:nd longer any Man practiſeth it, the greater Ser- 
ave vice it does him, by confirming his Reputation, and 
hew encouraging thoſe with whom he hath to do, to re- 


Sin- Npoſe the greateſt Truſt and Confidence in him, which 
able, s an unſpeakable' Advantage in the Buſineſs and Af- 
ſe he taits of Life. 
tene Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and needs 
it on othing to help it out; it is always near at Hand, 
the Wand fits upon our Lips, and is ready to drop out be- 
o be ore we are aware; whereas a Lie is troubleſome, 


and ſets a Man's Invention upon the Rack, and one 
nick needs a great many more to make it good. 
It is like building upon a falſe Foundation, which 
ontinually ſtands in need of Props to ſhore it up, 
ind proves at laſt more chargeable, than to have rai- 
ſed a ſubſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and ſo- 
d Foundation; for Sincerity is firm and ſubſtan- 
al, and there is nothing hollow and unſound in it, 
nd becauſe it is plain and open, fears no Diſcovery : 
f which the crafty Man is always in Danger, and 
when he thinks be walks in the Dark, all his Preten - 
es are ſo tranſparent, that he that runs may read 
dem; he is the laſt Man that finds himſelf to be 


to be. 
le 0 
as to 
2 one 
Pain 
ere it 
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rs fol 
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ep out 
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d, let Wound out, and whilſt he takes it for granted that he 
* nakes Fools of others, he renders himſelf ridiculous, 
| * 


Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt com- 


/ as to endious Wiſdom, and an excellent Inſtrument for 
le Ad- de ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs ; it cteates Confi- 
»f Dil. Nence in thoſe we have 10 deal with, faves the La- 
er and our of many Enquiries, and bring; Things to an 
f deal- ie in few Words: It is like travelling in a plain 
J Dit- eaten Road, which commonly brings a Man ſooner. 
Danger e his Journey's End than By-ways, in which Men 
en looſe themſclves. In a Word, whatſoever Con- 
Ly "ence may be thought to be in Falſhood ard Diſ- 
an | C ſimulation, 
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ſimulation, it is ſoon over; but the Inconvenience 
of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings a Man under an 
everlaſting Jealouſy and Suſpicion, ſo that he is not 
believed when he ſpeaks Truth, nor truſted when 
perhaps he means honeſtly, When a Man hath once 
forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity, he is ſet 


faſt, and nothing will then ſerve his Turn, neither 


Truth nor Falſhood. 

And I have often thought, that God hath in his 
great Wiſdom hid from Men of falſe and diſhoneſt 
Minds the wonderful Advantages of Truth and la- 
tegrity, to the Proſperity even of our worldly Af. 
fairs; theſe Men are ſo blinded by their Covetouſneſ 
and Ambition, that they cannot look beyond a pre- 
ſent Advantage, nor forbear to ſeize upon it, though 
by Ways ever ſo indirect; they cannot fee ſo far az 
to the remoteſt Conſequences of a ſteady Integrity, 
and the vaſt Benefit and' Advantages which it wil 
bring a Man at laſt, Were but this Sort of Men 
wiſe and clear- ſighted enough to diſcern this, they 
would be honeſt out of very K navery, not out of any 
Love to Honeſty and Virtue, but with a Crafty De- 
ſign to promote and advance more effectually their 
own Intereſts; and thereſore the Juſtice of the Di- 
vine Providence hath hid this trueſt Point of Wii 
dom from their Eyes, that bad Men might not be 
upon equal Terms with the Juſt and Upright, and 
ſerve their own wicked Deſigns by honeſt and law. 
ful Means, | 

Indeed, if a Man were only to deal in the World 
for a Day, and ſhould never have Occaſion to cor 
verſe more with Mankind, never more need theit 
good Opinion or good Word, it were then no great 
Matter (ſpeaking as to the Cuncernments of this 
World) if a Man ſpent his Reputation all at once, 
and ventured it at one Throw: But if he be to con- 
tinue in the World, and would have the Advantage 
of Converſation whilſt he is in it, let him make Ul: 


of Truth and Sincerity in all tis Words and * 
of 
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nce WF for nothing but this will laſt and hold out to the 
an End: All other Arts will fail, but Truth and In- 


not Wl tegrity will carry a Man through and bear him out 
hen to the laſt, . 


nce : 

ſet — * 1 8 
8 On DEFAMATION. 

bis Al ſeems inſected that th' infected ſpy, | 
neſt As all looks Yellow to the jaundic'd Eye. Pope. 
la- 


T is a certain Sign of an ill Heart to be inclined 
1 to Defamation, They who are harmleſs and in- 
nozent, can have no Gratification that Way; but 


pre · ¶ it ever ariſes from a Neglect of what is laudable in 
ugh a Man's Self, and an Impatience of ſeeing it in ano- 
Ir 3 BY ther. Elſe why would Virtue provoke? Why ſhould 
rity, Beauty diſpleaſe in ſuch a Degree, that a Man given 
will to Scandal never lets the Mention of either paſs by 
Men bim without oftering ſomething to the Diminution 
they WW of it? A Lady, the other Day at a Viſit, being at- 
fan) ¶ tacked ſomewhat rudely by one, whoſe own Charac- 
De. ter has been very roughly treated, anſwered a great 
their deal of Heat and Intemperance, very calmly, Good 
: Di- Aladam, ſpare me, iobs am none of your Match ; I ſpeak 
Wi-. of no Body, and it is a new Thing to me to be ſpoken 
ot de IA ef. Little Minds think Fame conſiſts in the Num- 
| * der of Votes they have on their Side among the Mul- 
aw. 


titude, whereas it is really the inſeparable Follower 
ef good and worthy Actions. Fame is as natural a 
Follower of Merit, as a Shadow is of a Body. It is 


| CO! true when Crowds preſs upon you, this Shadow can « 

thei' not be feen, but when they ſeperate from around 
great you, it will again appear. The Lazy, the Idle, and 
{ . the Froward, are the Perſons who are moſt pleaſed 
Once; 


with the little Tales which paſs about the Town, to 
) CON the Diſadvantage of the reſt of tte World, Were it 
not for the Pleaſure of ſpeaking ill, there are Num- 
bers of People who are tog 1:zy to go out of their 
own Houſes, and too ill-natured to open their Lios 


f0t C 2 in 


. 
1 


23 The PTEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


in Converſation, It was not a little diverting the 


other Day, to obſerve a Lady reading a Poſt Letter, 
and at theſe, Words, After all her Airs, he has hear 
fame Story or other, and the Match'is broke off, give 


Orders in the Midft of her Reading, Put to th, 
#Horfes, That a young Woman of Merit had miſſed 


an advantageous Settlemen', was News not to be de- 
layed, leſt ſome Body elſe ſhould have given her ma. 
licious Acquaintance that Satisfaction before her. The 


Unwillingneſs to receive good Tidings is a Qus- 


lity as inſeparable from a Scandal-bearer, as the 
Readineſs to divulge bad, but alas, how wretched- 
ly low and contemptible is that State of Mind, tha 
cannot be pleaſed but by what is the Subject of La. 
mentation, This Temper has ever been in the kigh- 
eſt Degree odious to gallant Spirits. The Perſia 
Soldier, who was heard reviling Alexander the Great, 
was well admoniſhed by his Officer; Sir, you ant 
paid to fight again/t Alexander, and not to rail al hin 
Cicers, in ore of his Pleadings, deſendh g Fis Oli 
ent t. n £041 71 Scandal, ſazs very. bandfotaciy, and 
with much Reaſon. There are many.who have particular 
/;ngagements to the Proſecuter There are many who an 
*nown to have Ill. vill to bim fer when I afpear ; ther 
are many wha are naiurally addicted toDefamaticn, ani 
erpinus of any Good, ta any Man, why may have contri 
buted to ſpread Reports of this Kind: For nathing it | 
jwift as Scandal, nothing is more eaſily ſent abroad, u. 
thing received with more I/elcame, nothing diuſes jt 
{+ univerſally. I ſhall net deſire, that if any Report | 
our Diſadvantage has anzGround far it, you wou!d over. 
lee er extenuate it: But if there be any thing advancii 
withiut @ Perſon, who can ſay whence he had it; u 
which is atteſted by one who fergot who told bim it; 4 
«who had it from one of jo little Con ſiderat ion, that be du 
not then think it worth his Noti te; all ſuch Teftimant 
85 theſe, [ knew you will think too ſlight to have an 
Credit againſt the Innecence and Honour of your Fella 
Citizen, When an ill Report js traced, it very oftel 


5 


vaniſh 
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yaniſhes among ſuch as the Orator has here recited. 
And how deſpicable a Creature muſt that be, who 
is in Pain for what paſſes among ſo frivolous a Peo- 
ple? There is a Town in Warwickihire of good Note, 
and formerly pretty tzmous for much Animoſity and 
Diſſention, the chief Families of which have now 
turned all their Whiſpers, Backbiting, Envies, and 
private Malices, into Mirth and Entertainment, by 
Means of a peeviſh old Gentlewoman, known 

de Title of Lady Bluszmantle, This Heroine had for 
many Years together outdone the whole Siſterhood 
of Goſſips, in Invention, quick Utterance, and un- 
provoked Malice. This good Body is of a laſting 
Conſtitution, though extremely decayed in her Eyes, 
and decriped in her Feet, The two Circumſtances 
of being always at Home from her Lameneſs, and 
very attentive from her Blindneſs, make her Lod- 
eings the Receptacle of all that paſſes in Town, good 
or bad; but for the latter, ſhe ſeems to have the bet- 
ter Memory. There is another Thing to be noted 
of her, which is; That as it is uſual! with old People, 
ſhe has a livelier Memory of Things which paſſed 
when ſhe was very young, than of late Years. Add 


„ and 
fi:ulut 
0 ar 


; * to all this, that ſhe does not only, not love any Body, 
n, * but ſhe hates every Body. The Statute in Rome 
2 does not ſerve to vent Malice half fo well, as this 


old Lady does to diſappoint it. She does not know 


2% de Author of any thing that is told ber, but can 
& 40 readily repeat the Matter itſelf; therefore, though 
2 * he expoſes alf the whole Town, ſhe offends no one 
OY Body in it She is ſo exquiſitely reſtleſs and peeviſh, 
20 that the quarrels with all about her, and ſometimes, 
a. Freak will inſtantly change her Habitation. To 
32 indulge this Humour, ſhe is led about the Grounds 
3 S to the ſame Houſe ſhe is in, and the Per- 
en» to whom ſhe is to remove, being in the Plot, 
N ready to receive her at her own Chamber again. 
y oftel 12 Times, the Gentle woman at whoſe Houſe 
; aniſh9l8 ſuppotes.ſhe is at. the Time, is ſent-for to quarrel 


23 with 
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with, according to her common Cuſtom. When 
they have a Mind to drive the Jeſt, ſhe is im medi- 
ately urged to that Degree, that ſhe will board in; 
Family with which ſhe has never yet been; and a- 
way ſhe will go this. Inſtanr, and tell them all that 
the reſt have been ſaying of them. By this Means 
ſhe has been an Inhabitant of every Houſe in the 
Place without ftirting from the ſame Habitation; 
and the many Stories which every Body ſurniſhes 
her with to favour that Deceit, make her the genen 
Intelligencer of the Town of all that can be ſaid by 
one Woman againſt another, Thus groun{lef 
Stories die away, and ſometimes Truths are ſmother- 
ed under the gener:] Word: When they have 
Mind to diſcounenance a Thing, Ok! That is in 
my Lady B/uemantle's Memoirs. 

Vi hoever receives Impreſhons to the Diſadvantage: 
of others without Examination, is to be had in ns 
other-Credit for Intelligence than this gocd Lady 
Bluemantle, who is ſubjected to have her Ears im- 
poſed upon for Want of other Helps to better Infor- 
mation. Add to this, tbat other Scandal- bearer 
ſuſpend the Uſe of theſe Faculties which ſhe Fas lot, 
rather than apply them to do Juſtice to their Neigh- 
boars z and I think, for the Service of my fair Read. 
ers, to acquaint them that there is a voluntary Lady 
Bluemanile at every Viſit in Town. 


— 
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On Ca luuN TY aud REPROACH. 
IT ho ftca's my Purſe, fleals Traſh, tis ſomething rothing, 
ca mine, tis bis, and tas been Slave to Thouſands; 
But be who filches from me my good Name, 
Robs me of that, <ubich noi enriches him, 
But makes me poor indeed — Shake ſpear. 
ERE all the Vexations of Life put togethe! 
we ſhould find that a great Part of them pio 
ceed from tkoſe Calumnies and Reproaches whicl 
we ſpread abrozd concerning one another. 


Bet 


Das cT= 


— _ 7 bad ; 


„ e r =<* 


V hen 
nedi- 
ina 
1d a. 
that 
leans 
n the 
tion; 
1iſhes 
>nNeral 
1d by 
111lef 
ther. 
ve 2 
is in 


ntape 
in 0 
Lady 
'S im- 
nfor- 
eaten 
3 loft, 
eigh- 
Nead-· 
Lad 


The PLEASING INS rRUCrO &. 31 

There is ſcarce a Man living who is not, in ſeme 
D-gree, guilty of this Offence 5 though at the ſame 
Time, however we treat one another, it muſt be 
confeſſed, that we all conſent in ſpeaking Ill of the 
Perſons who are ſo notorious for this Practice. It ge- 
nerally takes its Riſe either from an IIl- will to Man- 
kind, a private Inclination to make ourſelves eſteem- 
ed, an Oſtentation of Wit, a Vanity of being thought 
in the Secrets of the World, or from a Deſire of 
eratifying any of theſe Diſpoſitions of Mind in thoſe 
Perſons with whom we converſe, 

The Publiſher of Scandal is more or leſs odious to 
Mankind, and crimiuil in himſeclf, as he is influenced 
by any one or more of the foregoing Motives. But 
whatever may be the Occaſion ot ſpreading theſe 
falſe Reports, he ought to confider, that the Effect 
of them is <qually prejudicial and pernicious to the 
Perſon at whom they are aimed, The Injuty is the 
ſame, though the Principle from whence it proceeds 
may be different. | . 

As every one looks upon himſelf with too much 
Indulgence, when he paſſes a Judgment on his own 
Thoughts or Actions, and as very few would be 
thought guilty of this abominable Proceeding, which 
is ſo univerſally practiſed, and at the fame Time, fo 
univerſally blamed, I ſhall lay down three Rules, by 
which 1 would have a Man examine and fearch into 
his own. Heart, before he ftands acquitted to him- 
felf of that evil Diſpoſition of Mind which I am here 
mentioning, OE "Is 

Firſt of all, Let him conſider whether he does not 
take Delight in hearing the Faults of others. | 

Secondly, W hether he is not too apt to believe ſuch 
little blackening Accounts, and more inclined to be 
creculous un the uacharitable than on the good - na- 
tured Side. „ | 
Thirdly, Whether he is not ready to ſpread and 


propagate ſuch Reports as tend to the Diſreputation 
of another. DEFY SE 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the ſeveral Steps by which this Vice pro. MW but 
ceeds, and grows up into Slander and Detamation,. ¶ poſe 

In the firſt Place, a Man who takes Delight in MW indi 
hearing, the Faults of others, ſhews ſufficiently that MW Prir 
he has a true Reliſh of Scandal, and conſequently id T1 
Seeds of this Vice within him. If bis Mind is grati. Hen 
fied with hearing the Reproaches which are cat: on nati 
others, he will find the ſame Pleaſure in relating tepu 
them, and be the more apt to do it, as he will natural. WM \ 
ly imagine every one he converſes with is celiphted ! bich 
in the fame Manner with himſelf, A Men ſheud Ma 
endeavour therefore to wear out of his Mind trix BR and 
criminal Curioſity, which is perpetually heightened WM the! 
and enflamed by liſtening- to ſuch Stories as tend to wh 
the Diſreputation of others. 

In the ſecond Place, A Man ſhould conſult his 
own Heart, whether he be not apt to believe ſuch lit 
tle blackening Accounts; and more inclined to be 
credulous on the uncharitable, than on the goodny 
tured Side. | 
Such a Credulity is very vicious in itſelf, and ge- 
-nerall y ariſes from a Man's Conſciouſneſs of his own 
ſecret Corrup:ions. It is a pretty Saying of Thall, 
Falſhood is juſt as far diſtant. from Truth, as tte 
Ears are from the Eyes. By which he would int. 
mate, that a wiſe Man ſhould not eaſily give Credit 
to the Reports of Actions which he hzs not ſeen, | 
ſhall under this Head, mention two or three remark 
able Rules to be obſerved by the Members of the ce 
lebrated Abbey de la Trape, as they are publiſhed in 
a little French Book, | 

TT he Fathers are there ordered, never to give 21 
Ear to any Accounts of baſe or criminal Actions; to 
turn off all ſuch Diſcourſe if pc {ible ; but in ca{ 
they hear any Thing of this Nature ſo well a: tc ſte 


that they canfiot disbelieve it, they are then to ſup-WiF 1 
poſe that the criminal Action may have preceedei . © 
from a good Intention in him who is guilty of it. fu 
This is f erhafs carrying Charity to an nn, al 
21 x 11 
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but it is certzinly much more laudable, than to ſup- 
poſe, as the ill natured Part of the World does, that 
indifferent and even good Actions proceed from bad 
Principles and wrong Intentions, unh 
In the third Place, A Man ſhould examine his 


Heart, whether he does not fiad in it a ſecret Incli- 


nation to propagate ſuch Reports, as tend to the Dii- 
reputation of another, 75 


When the Diſeaſe of the Mind, which I have 
hitherto been ſpeaking of, ariſes to this Degree of 


Malignity, it diſcovers itſelf in its worſt Sy mptom, 
and is in Danger of becoming, incurable. F need not 
therefore inſiſt upon the Guilt in this laſt Particular, 


which every one cannot but diſapprove, who is not 
void of Humanity, or even common Diſcretion. I 


ſhall only add, that whatever Pleaſure any Mzn may 
take in ſpreading Whiſpers of this Nature, be wall 


find an infinitely greater Satisſaction in conquering 


the Temptation he 13 under, by letting the Secret 
eie within his own Breaſt, 


6 — — — — 


On CHEARFULNESS. 


en Cbearfulneſs, | 
As on the Health of Virtue. Yourg. 


| Have always preferred Chearſulnets to Mirth, 
1 The latter I conſider as an Act, the tormer as an 
Habit of the Mind. Mirth is ſhort and tranſient, 
Chearfulneſs fixed and permanent. Thoſe are often 
raiſed into the greateſt Tranſports of Mirth, who 
are ſubject to the greateſt Depreſſions of Melancholy. 
On the contrary, Chearfulneſs, though it does not 
give the Mind ſuch an exquiſite Gladnefs, prevents 


us from falling into any Depths of Sorrow. Mirth 


is like a Flaſh of Lightening, that breaks through a 
Gloom of Clouds and glitters for a Moment; Chear- 
fulneſs keeps up a Kind of Day-light in the Mind, 
and falls it with a Ready and perpetual Serenity. 1 

Sw en 
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Men of auſtere Principles look upon Mrith as toy 
wanton and diſſolute tor a State of Probation, and 
as filled with a certain Triumph and Inſolence ef 
Heart, that is inconſiſtent with a Life which is every 
Moment obnoxious to the greateſt Dangers. Wi. 
ters of this Complexion have obſerved, that the fa 
cred Perſon who was the great Patron of Perfection, 
was never ſeen to laugh. 

Chearſulneſs of Mind is not liable to any of theſe 
Exceptions; it is of a ſerious and compoſed Nature, 
it dces not throw the Mind into a Condition impro- 
per for the preſent State of Humanity, and is very 
conſpicuous in the Characters of thoſe who are lock. 
ed upon as the greateſt Philoſophers. among the He 
thens, as well as among thoſe who have been de- 
ſervedly eſteemed as Saints and holy Men amorg 
Chriſtians, 

It we conſider Chearfulneſs in three Lights, with 
Regard to ourſelves,. to thoſe we converſe with, and 
to the great Author of our Being, it will not a 1:t|: 
recomitiend hre an cach or iheſe Accounts. The 
Min who is poſleſſed of this excellent Frame d 
Mind, is not only eaſy in his Tnoughts, but a pei fed 
Mafter of all the Powers and Faculties of his Sor!: 
His Imagination is always clear, and his Judgment 
undifturbed: His Temper is even and untufflec, 
Whether in Action or in Solitude. He comes with 
a Reliſh to all theſe Goods which Nature has pro- 
vided for him, taſtes all the Pleaſures of the Creation 
which are poured about him, and does not feel the 
full Weight of theſe accidental Evils which may be- 
fal him. : 

If we conſider him. in Relation to the Perſons 
whom he converſes with, it naturally produces Love Wh, 
and Good-will towards him. A cheartul Mind is 
not only diſpoſed to be affable and obliging, but rai» Wo 
ſes the ſame good Humour in thoſe who come with» Wh: 
in its Influences, A Man finds himſelf pleaſed, he Wc, 
does not know why, with the Chearfulneſs 8 his 

om- 
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ompanionz : It is like a ſudden Sun-ſhine that a- 
akens a ſecret Delight in the Mind, without attend- 
ng on it. The Heart rejoices of its own Accord, 
and naturally flows out into Friendſhip and Benevo= 
lence towards the Perſon who has ſo kind!y an Ef» 
Set upon it. 

When I conſider this chearful State of Mind in 
ts third Relation, I cannot but look upon it as a 
onftant habitual Gratitude to the Great Author of 
Nature. An inward Chearfulneſs is an implicit 
praiſe and Thank'giving to Providence under its Diſ- 
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theſe 


ture, 


hat renſations. It is a Kind ef Acquieſcence in the State 
br. be ein we ate placed, and a ſecret Approbation of 
Hes. he Divine Will in bis Conduct towards Man. 


There are but two Things, which, in my Opini- 
on, can reaſonably deprive us of this Chearfulnels of 
Heart, The firſt of theſe is the Senſe of Guilt, A 


Man who lives in a State of Vice and Impenitence, 


1 Ces 
nong 


9 an have no Title to that Evenneſs and Tranquillity 
lu el Mind which is the Health of the Soul, and the 
Tie natural Effect of Virtue and Innocence. Chearful- 


Sneſs in an Ill Man deſerves a barder Name than Lan- 


e of gage can furniſh us with, and is many Degrees be- 


* Fyond what we commonly call Folly and Madneſs. 
1 Atheiſm, by which I mean a Disbelief of the Su- 
Red, eme Being, and conſequently of a future State, 


under whatſoever Titles it ſhelters itſelf, may like- 
wiſe very reaſonably deprive a Man of this Chearful- 
Ines of Temper. I here is ſomething ſo particularly 
gloomy and offenſive to human Nature in the Pro- 
ſpect of Non-cxiſtence, that I cannot but wonder 
with many excellent Writers, how it is pcſlible for 
a Man to out- live the Expectation of it. For my 
own Part I think the Being of a God is ſo little to 
de doubted, that it is almoſt the only Truth we are 
ſure of, and ſuch a Truth as we meet with in every 
Object, in every Occurrence, and in every Thought. 
lf we look into the Characters of this Tribe of In- 
dels, we generally find they are made up of Pride, 

| Spleen, 
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Spleen, and Cavil: It is indeed no Wonder, that 
Men, who are unealy to themſelves, ſhould be fot, 
the reſt of the World; and how is it poſſible for x 
Man to be otherwiſe than uneaſy in himſelf, when 
he is in Danger every Moment of loſing his entire 
Exiſtence, and dropping into nothing? 

The vicious Man and Atheiſt have therefore no 
Pretence to Chearfulneſs, and would act very un. 
reaſonably, ſhould they cndeavour aſter it. It i 
impoſſible for any one to live in good Humour, and 
enjoy his preſent Exiſtence, who is apprehenſive ei- 
ther of Torment or of Annihilation; of being miſe 
rable, or of not being at all. 

After having mentioned theſe two great Principle 
which are deſtructive of Chearfulneſs in their own 
Nature, as well as in tight Reaſon, I cannot think 
of any other that ought to baniſh this happy Tem- 
per from a virtuous Mind. Pain and Sickneſs, Shame 
and Reproach, Poverty and old Age, nay Death it- 
ſelf, conſidering the Shortneſs of their Duration, and 
the Advantage we may reap from them, do not de- 
ſerve the Name of Evils. A good Mind may bear 
up under them with Fortitude, with Indolence, and 
with Chearfulneſs of Heart, The toſſing of a Tem- 
peſt does not diſcompoſe him, who is ſure it will 
bring him to a joyful Harbour, 

A Man who uſes his beſt Endeavuurs to live zc- 
cording to the Dictates of Virtue and right Reaſon, 
has two perpetual Sources of Ct.carfulneſs; in the 
Conſideration of his own Nature, and of that Being 
on whom he has a Dependence, If he looks into 
himſelf, he cannot but rejoice in that Exiſtence, 
which is ſo lately beſtowed upon him, and which, 
after Miliions of Ages, will be ſtill new, and ſtill in 
i's Beginning, How many Self-Congratulations 
naturally ariſe in the Mind, when it reflects on this 
its Entrance into Eternity, when it takes a View of 
thoſe improveable Faculties, which in a few Yers, 
and even at its firſt ſetting out, have made ſo conſi- 

_ derable 
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derable a Progreſs, and which will be ſtill receiving 
an Increaſe of Perfection, and conſequently. an In- 
creaſe of Happineſs? 'The Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a 
Being, ſpreads a perpetual Diffuſion of Joy through 
the Soul of a virtuous Man, and makes him took up- 
on himſelf every Moment as more happy than he 
knows how to conceive, | 

The ſecond Source of Chearfulneſs to a good 
Mind, is its Conſideration of that Being on whom 


ve have our Dependence, and in whom, though we 


behold him as yet but in the firſt faint Diſcoveries of 
his Perfections, we ſee every Thing that we can 
imagine as great, glorious, or amiable. We find 
ourſelves every where upheld by his Goodneſs, and 
ſurrounded with an Immenſity of Love and Mercy. 
In ſhort, we depend upon a Being, whoſe Power 
qualifies him to make- us happy by an Infinity or 
Means whoſe Goodneſs and Truth engage him to 
make thoſe happy who defire it of him, and whoſe 


Unchangeableneſs will ſecure us in this Happineſs to 


all Eternity. 
Such Confiderations, which every one ſhould per- 


E petually cheriſh. in his Thoughts, will baniſh from 
us all that ſecret Heavineſs of Heart, which unthink- 
ing Men are ſubject to when they lie under no real 


Affliction; all that Anguiſh which we may feel from 


any Evil that actually oppreſſes us, to which I may 
likewiſe add, 


thoſe little Cracklinzs of Mirth and 


Folly that are apter to betray Virtue than ſupport it; 
and eſtabliſh in us ſuch an even and chearful Tem- 
per, as makes us pleaſing to ourſelves, to thoſe with 
whom we converſe, and to him whom we were 
made to pleaſe, 
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Lif 
| The Advantage of CuxaRTUIxESS. of, 
Nor fell Deſpair, nor Noiſe invades the Eur; our 
But all ſerene, and placid does appear. Anon, fill 


earfulneſs is, in the firſt Place, the beſt pn. 2 

moter of Health. Repinings and ſecret Mu. full 
murs of Heart, give imperceptible Strokes to tho NI 
delicate Fibres of which the vital Parts are comps. oil 
ſed, and wear out the Machine inſenſibly; not uf 
mention thoſe violent Ferments which they ſtir c 
in the Blood, and thoſe irregular diſturbed Motion Eat 
which they ariſe in the animal Spirits. I ſcarce re oth 


member, in my own Obſervation, to have met with jon 
_y old Men, or with ſuch, who, (to uſe our Ex. init 
lish Phraſe) wear well, that had not at leaſt a certii * 

| 


Indolence in their Humour, if not a more than ordi. 
nary Gaiety and Chearfulneſs of Heart. The Truth die 
of it is, Health and Chearfulneſs mutually beget eact 
other; with this Difference, that we ſeldom mee 
with a great Degree of Health which is not attende 
with a certain Chearfulneſs, but very often ſe 
Chearfulneſs , where there is no great Degree d 
Health 
Chearfulneſs bears the ſame friendly Regard t 
the Mind as to the Body: It baniſhes all anxious 
Care and Diſcontent, ſooths and compoſes the Pal 
ſions, and keeps the Soul in a perpetual Calm. Bu 
having already touched on this laſt Conſideration, | 
ſhall here take Notice, that the World, in which 
we are placed, is filled with innumerable Objects that 
are proper to raiſe and keep alive this happy Tempe! 
of Mind. | 
If we confider the World in its Subſerviency to 
Man, one would think it was made for our Uſe ; bi 
if we conſider it in its natural B:auty and Harmony, 
one would be apt to conclude it was made for oi 
Pleaſure. The Sun, which is as the great Sc ul ol 


the Univerſe, and produces all the 3 
5 Lit 
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Life, has a particular Influence in chearing the Mind 
of Man, and making the Heart glad. 

Thoſe ſeveral living Creatures which are made for 
our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either 
fl the Woods with their Mufic, furniſh us with 


0 


on. 

pro. Game, or raiſe pleaſing Ideas in us by the Delight- 
Mur. fulneſs of their Appearance. Fountains, Lakes, and 
tho Rivers are as refreſning to the Imagination, as to the 


Soil through which they pals. | 


= | There are Writers of great Diſtinction, who have 
ir wp made it an Argument for Providence, that the whole 
tion Earth is covered with green, rather than with any 
de n. other Colour, as being ſuch a right Mixture of Light 
with and Shade, that it comforts and ſtrengthens the Eye, 


inſtead of weakening or grieving it For this Rea» 
ſon ſeveral Painters have a green Cloth hanging near 
them, to eaſe the Eye upon, after too great an Ap- 
plication to their Colouring. A famous modern 
Philoſopher accounts for it in the following Man- 


Em. 
ertan 
ordi. 
[ruth 


t each X 
mee Wer: All Colours that are more luminous, over- 
en des power and diſſipate the animal Spirits which are em- 
n e oyed in Sight; on the contrary, thoſe that are 


more obſcure do not give the animal Spirits a ſuffici- 
ent Exerciſe; whereas the Rays that produce in us 
the Idea of Green fall upon the Eye in ſuch a due 
Proportion, that they give the animal Spirits their 


ee d 


rd tn 
Xious 


pi. proper Play, and by keeping up the Struggle in a juſt 
gu Balance, excite a very pleaſing and agreeable Senſa- 
on, ion. Let the Caufe be what it will, the Effect is 
hich certain; for which Reaſon the Poets aſcribe to this 
« that perticular Colour the Epithet of Ghearful. 
pe: To conſider farther this double End in the Works 
of Nature, and how they are at the ſame Time both 
ey u uſeful and entertaining, we find that the moſt im- 
bu dortant Parts in the vegitable World are thoſe which 


none the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by 
which the ſeveral Races of Plants are propagated and 


r Oi ; 

: al o continued, and which are always lodged in Flowers or 

ries of diulloms., Nature ſeems to hide her principal De- 
Lit D 2 ſign 
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ſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth gay 
and delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great 
Work, and intent upon her own Preſervation. The 
Husbandman after the ſame Manner is employed in 
laying out the whole Country into a Kind of Garden 
or Landskip, and making every Thing ſmile about 
him, whilſt, in Reality, he thinks of nothing but of 
the Harveſt and Increaſe which is to ariſe from it, 

We may farther obſerve how Providence has taken 
Care to keep up this Chearfulneſs in the Mind of 
Man, by having formed it after ſuch a Mamer, as 
to make it capable of conceiving Delight from ſeveral 
Objects which ſeem to have very little Uſe in them; 
as from the Wildneſs of Recks and Deſarts, and 
the like grotesk Parts of Nature. Thoſe who are ver- 
ſed in Philoſophy may ſtill carry this Conſiderat ion 
nigher, by obſerving that if Matter had appeared to 
us endowed only with thoſe real Qualities which it 
2 ctually poſſeſſes, it would have made but a very joy- 
leſs and uncomfortable Figure; and why has Provi- 
dence given it a Power of producing in us ſuch ima- 
ginary Qualities, as Taſtes and Colours, Sounds and 
Smells, Heat and Cold; but that Man while he i; 
converſant in the lower Stations of Nature, might 
have his Mind cheated and delighted with agrecab!z 
Senſations? In ſhort, the whole Univerte is a Kind 
of Theatre filled with Objects that either raiſe in us 
Pleaſure, Amuſement, or Admiration, 

The Reader's own Thoughts will ſuggeſt to him 
the Viciſſitude of Day and Night, the Change of Sez- 
fons, with all. that Variety of Scenes which diverſify 
the Face of Nature, and fill the Mind with a perpe- 
tual Succeſſion of beautiful and pleaſing Images. 

I ſhall not here mention the ſeveral Entertain» 


ments of Art, with the Pleaſures of Friendſhip, 


Books, Converſation, and other accidental Diverli- 
ons of Life, becauſe I would only take Notice of ſuch 
Incitments to a chearful "Temper, as otter themſelves 
to Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, and which 

« -& may 
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ay ſufficiently ſhew us that Providence did not de- 
cat gn this World ſhould be filled with Murnrurs and 
de epiaings, or that the Heart of Man ſhould be in- 

n Wholved in Gloom and Melancholy. 

len I the more inculcate this Chearfulneſs of Temper, 
5 it is a Virtue in which our Countrymen are ob- 


erved to be more deficient in than any other Nation. 
Melancholy is a Kind of Demon that haunts our 
land, and often conveys itſelf to us in an eaſterly 


of Wind. A celebrated French Noveliſt, in Oppoſition 
Jo thoſe who begin their Romances with the flowery 
ral Ceadon of the Year, enters on his Story thus: In the 
2 4 oloomy Month of November, when the People of Eng - 
” land hang and drown themſelves, a diſconſolate Lover 
t- Walked out into the Fields, &c. 
* Every one ought to fence againſt the Temper of 
TY bis Climate or Conſtitution, and frequently to in- 
ov. aulge in himſelf thoſe Conſiderations which may 
9 give him a Serenity of Mind, and enable him to bear 
1. Nos chearfully againſt thoſe little Evils and Misfortuncs< 
= which are common to human Nature, and which by 
„ 1i3bt Improvement of them, will produce a datiety 
n Joy, end an uninterrupted Happinels. 
* At the ſame Time that I would engage my Reader 
ind to conſider the World in its moſt agreeable Lights, 
l muſt own there are many. Evils which naturally 
© Wiring up amidſt the Entertainments that are provided 
bin ber us; but theſe, if rightly conſidered, ſhould be 
e. from overcaſting the Mind with Sorrow, or de- 
i toying that Cbearſulneſs of Temper, which L have 
been recommending. This: Interſperſion of Evil 
be WW vith Gcod, and Pain with Pleaſure, in the Works 
in. of Nature, is very truly aſcribed by Mr. Locke, in his 
* Ellay on Human Underſtanding, to a moral Reaſon, 
C fo in the following Words: £ 
uch Beyond all this, we may find another Reaſon why 
ar Cod bath ſcattered: up and down ſeveral Degrees of 
ich Pleaſute and Pain, in all Things that environ and 
— ct us, and blended them together, in almeſt all that 
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our Thoughts and Senſes have to do with ;, that wy 
finding Imper feftion, Diſſati faction, and want of cin. 
pleat Happineſs in all the Enjoyments which the Crea. 
tures can afford us, might be led to ſeek it in thy 
Enjoyment of bim; with whom there is Fulneſs of 
Joy, and at whoſe Right- hand are Pleaſures for ever- 
more, 


— 2 


On HAPPINESS. 


Know then this Truth, enough for Man to know, 
Virtue alone is Happineſs belcaw. Pope, 


Ought hourly to be looking up with Gratitude 
and Praiſe to the Creator of my Being, for ha- 
ving formed me of a Diſpoſition that throws off every 
Particle of Spleen, and either directs my Attention 
to Objects of Chearfulneſs and Joy; or enables me 
to look upon their Contraries as I do on Shades in: 
Picture, which add Force to the Lights, and Beauty 
to the Whole, With this H:ppineſs of Conſtitution, 
I can behold the Luxury of the Times, as giving 
Food and Cloathing to the Hungry and the Naked; 
extending our Commerce, and promoting and en- 
couraging the liberal Arts. I can look upon tte 
Horrors of War, as productive of the Bleſſin:s and 
Enjoyments of Peace; and upon the Miſeries d 
Mankind, which I cannot relieve, with a thank{ 
Heart that my own Lot has been more favourable. 
There is a Paſlage in that truly original Poem, 
called the Spleen, which pleaſes me more than almdl 
any Thing I have read, The Paſſage is this: 
Happy the Man, who, innacent, 
Grieves not at Illis, he can't prevent; 
His Skiff does with the Current glide, 
Not puffing pulPd againſi the Tide: 
He, paddling by the ſcuffling Crowd, 
Sees unconcern'd, Life's Wager row'd ; 
And when he can't prevent foul Play, 
Enjoys the Follies of the Fray. 
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Wo The lavghing Philoſopher has always appeared to 
1n. me, a more eligible Character than the weeping one; 
ca. but before 1 {it down either to laugh or cry at the 
th WM Follies of Mapkind, as I have publicly enliſted my- 
z of ſelf in their Service, it becomes me to adminiſter 
ver- WW every Thing ia my Power to relieve or cure them. 


For this Purpoſe I ſhall here lay before my Readers 
ſome looſe Hints on a Subject, which will, I hope, 
excite their Attention, and contribute towards the 
expelling from the Heart thoſe malignant and ſullen 
Humouis, Which deſtroy the Harmony of ſocial 
Life. 


e. 


tude If we make Obſervations on human Nature, either 

ha- from what we feel in ourſelves, or ſee in others, we 
very ſhall perceive that almoſt all the Uneaſineſſes of 
1tion WE Mankind owe their Riſe to Inactivity or Idleneſs of 


Body or Mind. A free and brisk Circulation of the 
Blood is abſolutely neceſlary towards the creating 
Eaſineſs and good Humour; and is the only Means 
of ſecuring us from a reſtleſs Train of idle Thoughts, 


8 me 
in i 
2auty 
tion, 


iving which cannot fail to make us burthenſome to vur- 
ked; ſelves, and diſſitisfied with all about us. 

d en- Providence has therefote wiſely provided for the 
tte Generality of Mankind, by compelling them to uſe 
s an that Labour, which not only procures them the Ne- 


celſaries of Life, but Peace and Health, to enjoy 
them with Delight. Nay farther, we find how eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary it is that the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind ſhould be obliged to earn their Bread by La- 
*bour, from the ill Ute that is almoſt univerſally made 
of thoſe Riches which exempt Men from it, Even 
the Advantages of the beſt Education ate generally 
found to be inſufficient to keep us within the Limits 
of Reaſon and Moderation, How hard do the very 
beſt of Men find it, to force upon themſelves that 
Abſtinence or Labour, which the Narrowneſs of- 
their Circumſtances does not immediately compel 
them to f Is there really one in ten, who by all the 
Advantages of Wealth and Pleaſure, is made more 


happy 
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happy in Reſpect to himſelf, or more uſeful to Man- 
kind? What Numbers do we daily ſee of ſuch Pei- 
ſons, either rioting. in Luxury, or flecping in Sloth, 
for one who makes a proper Uſe of the Advantages 
which Riches give for the Improvement of himſelf,. 
or the Happineſs of others? And how many do we. 
meet with, who for their Abuſe of the Bleſſings of 
Life, are given up to perpetual Uneaſineſs of Mind, 
and to the greateſt Agonies of bodily Pain? 

: Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders this Point, will dif. 
cover that Riches are by no Means ſuch certain Bleſ- 
ſings as the Poor imagine them tobe: On the contrary, 
he will perceive that the common Labours and Em- 
ploy ments of Life ate much better ſuited to the Ma- 
jority of Mankind, than Proſperity and Abundance: 
would be without them. 

It was a merciful Sentenee which the Creator paſ- 
ſed on Man for his Diſobedience, By the Sweat cf 
thy Face shalt thou eat thy Bread ; for to the Puniſh- 
ment itſelf he ſtands indebted for Health, Strength, 
and all the Enjoyments of Life. Though the firſt 
Paradiſe was forfeited for his. Tranſgreſſion, yet by 
the Penalty inflicted for that Tranſgreſſion, the Earth 
is made into a Paradiſe again, in the beautiful Fields 
and Gardens which we ſee daily p:0duced by the La- 
bour of Man. And though tne Ground was pro- 
nounced curſed for his Diſob*dience ; yet is that 
Cutſe ſo ordered, as to be the Puniſhment, chiefly 
and almoſt ſolely of thoſe, who, by Iatemperance or 
Sloth inflict it upon themſelves, 

Even from the Wants and Weakneſſes of Man- 
kind, are the Bands of mutual Support and Affection 
derived. The Neceſſit ies of each, which no Man of 
himſelf can ſufficiently ſupply, compel him to con- 
tribute towards the Benefit of others; and while be 
labours only for his own Advantage, he is promoting 
the univerſal Good of all around him. 

Health is the Bleſſing that every one wiſhes to 
er joy ; .but-the Multitude ate ſo W to 
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geſire to purehaſe it at a cheaper Rate than it is to be 
obtained. The Continuance of it is only to be ſe- 
cured by Exerciſe or Labour. But the Misfortune 
is that the Poor are too apt to overlook their own 
Enjoy ments, and to view with Envy the Eaſe and 
AAMuence of their Superiors, not conſidering that the 
ſual Attendants upon great Fortunes are Anxiety 
ind Diſeaſe. | 

If it be true, that thoſe Perſons are the happieſt 
yho have the feweit Wants, the rich Man is more 
he Object of Compaſſion than Envy. However 
moderate his Inclinations may be, rhe Cuſtom of the 
Vorld lays him under a Kind of Neceffity of living 
p to his Fortune, He muſt be furrounded by a 
ufeleſs T rain of Servants ; his Appetite muft be pall- 
d with Plenty, and his Peace invaded by Crowds, 
He muſt give up the Pleaſures and Endearments of 
domeſtic Life, to be the Slave of Party and FaQion, 
Or if the Goodneſs of his Heart ſhould incline him 
o Acts of Humanity and Benevolence, he will have 
the frequent Mortification of ſeeing his Charities ill 
beſtowed, and by his Inability to relieve all,the con- 
ant one of making more Enemies by his Refufals, 
ban Friends by his Benefactions. If we add to 
heſe Confiderations a Fruth, which I believe few 
Perſons will diſpute, namely, that the greateſt For- 
jones, by adding to the Wants of their Poſſeſſors, 
uſually render them the moſt neceſſitous of Men, we 
Itall find Greatneſs and Happineſs to be at a wide 
Diſtance from cne another. If we carry our En- 
quiries ſtill higher; if we examine into the S ate of 
King and even enthrone him, like our own, in 
it Hearts of his People; if the Liſe of a Father be 
Life of Care and Anxiety, to be the Father of a 
baer is a Pre · eminence to be honoured, but not 
NAVI, : 

This Happire* of Life is, I believe, generally to 
de found in thoſe Stations, which neither totally ſub- 
= Men to Labour, not abſclutely exempt them 
from 
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from it. Power is the Parent of Diſquietude, Am- 
bition of Diſappointment, and Riches of Diſeaſe, 

I will conclude thele Reflections with the follow. 
ing Fable. 

Labour, the Offspring of Want, and the Mo- 
<© ther of Health and Contentment, lived with her 
two Daughters in a little Cottage by the Side of: 
« Hill, at a great Diſtance from Town. They were 
«© totally unacquainted with the Great, and had 
<& kept no better Company than the neighbouring 
„ Villagers: But having a Deſire of ſeeing the 
& World, they forſook their Companions and Hs. 
© bitation, and determined to travel. Labour went 
<© ſoberly along the Road, with Health on he 
*© Right-hand, who by the Sprightlineſs of her Con- 
<« verſation,.and Songs of Chearfulneſs and Joy, ſol- 
*© tened the Toils of the Way; while Contentment 
<< went ſmilling on the Left, ſupporting the Steps of 
<< her Mother, and, by her perpetual Good-humour, 
c encreaſing the Vivacity of her Siſter. 

In this Manner they travelled over Foreſts and 
© through Towns and Villages, till at laſt they at- 
© rived at the Capital of the Kingdom. At their 
« Entrance into the great City, the Mother con- 
“ jured her Daughters never to looſe Sight of her; 
, *© for it was the Will of Jupiter, ſhe ſaid, that their 
* Separation ſhould be attended with the utter Run 
* of all three. But Health was of too gay a Di. 
4 poſition to regard the Council of Labour: She 
* ſuffered herſelf to be debauched by Intemperance, 
and at laſt died in Child- birth of Diſeaſe, Con- 
© tentment, in the Abſence of her Sifter, gave her- 
<6- ſelf up to the Enticements of Sloth, and was never 
e heard of after: While Labour, who could have 
*©: no Enjoyment without her Daughters, went 
every where in Search of them, till ſhe was at lat 
* ſeized by Laflitude in her Way, ard died ia Mir 
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. The ART of HAPPINESS. 


Love, Hoje, and Jay, fair Pleaſure's ſmiling Train, 
Ho- Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain. Pope. 


Good Temper is one of the principal Ingredi- 


of a ents of Happineſs. This, it will be ſaid, is the 

vere WW Work of Nature, and muſt be born with us: And 

hal WW in a good Meaſure it is; yet oftentimes it may be 

ring acquired by Art, and always improved by Culture. 

L, Almoſt every Object that attracts our Notice, bas 
4» 


its bright and its dark Side: He that habituates him- 
{1f to look at the diſpleaſing Side, will ſour his Diſ- 
poſition, and conſequently impair. his Happineſs ; 
while he who conſtantly beholds it on the bright 
Side, inſenſibly meliorates his Temper, and in Con- 
equence of it, improves his own Happineeſs, and the 
Happineſs of all about him. 

Arachne and Meliſſa are two Friends, They are 
bath of them Women in Years, and alike in Birth, 


and ortune, Education, and Accompliſhments. They 
at- vere originally alike in Temper too; but by dif- 
their ferent Management, are grown the Reverſe of each 
con- other. Arachne has accuſtomed herſelf to look only 


on the dark Side of every Object. If a new Poem 
vr Play makes its Appearance, with a thouſand Brii- 
Jlances, and but one or two Blemiſhes, ſhe ſlightly 


Lias over the Paſſages that ſhould give her Pleaſure, 

ohe nd dwells upon thoſe only that fill her with Diſlike. 

ance, Mf you ſhew her a very excellent Portrait, ſhe looks 

Com Wet ſome Part of ths Drapery which has been neg- 

her- ected, or to a Hand or Finger which has been left 

wm nfiniſhed, Her Garden is a very beautiful one, 
ve 


and kept with great Neatneſs and Elegancy ; but 
you take a Walk with her in it, ſhe talks to you 
ff nothing but Blights and Storms, of Snails and 
Laterpillars, and how impoſhble it is to keep it from 
de Litter of falling Leaves and Worm-caſts, It 
Thr hou fit dowa in one of her Temples, to enjoy a de- 

| lightful 
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lightful Proſpect, ſhe obſerves to you, that there; 
tco much Wood, or too littie Water; that the Dy 
is too ſunny, or too gloomy ; that it is ſultry d 
windy ; and finiſhes with a long Harangue upon th 
Wretchedneſs of our Climate. When you retun 
with her to the Company, in Hopes of a little cti«:;. 
ful Converſation, ſhe caſts.a Gloom over all, hy 
giving you the Hiſtory of her own bad Health, cr 
ſome melancholy Accident that has befallen opc g 
her Daughter's Children. Thus ſhe infentiibly fink 
her own Spirits, and the Spirits of all around her, ani 
at laſt dilcovers, ſhe knows not why, that he 
Friends are grave. 

Meliſſa is the Reverſe of all this. By conftanth 
habituating herſelf to look only on the bright Side 6 
Objects ſhe preſerves a perpetual Chearfulneſs in 
herfelf, which, by a Kind of happy Contagion, ſh 
communicates to all about her. If any Misfartun 
has befallen her, ſhe conſiders it might have beth 
worſe, and is thankſul to Providence tor an Eſcag. 
She rejoices in Solitude, as it gives her an Oppotti- 
nity of knowing herſelf; and in Society, becauſe {li 
can communicate the Happineſs ſhe enjoys. Si 
oppoſes every Man's Virtues to his Failings, aid 
can find out ſomething to cheriſh and applaud in tk 
very worſt of her Acquaintance. She opens eve! 
Book with a Deſire to be entertained or inftructed, 
and therefore ſeldom miſſes what ſhe looks fart. 
Walk with her, though it be but on a Heath ora 
Common, and ſhe will diſcover numberleſs Beauties 
unobſerved before, in the Hills, the Dales, tht 
Brooms, Brakes, and the variegated Flowers of Week 
and Poppics, She enjoys every Change of Wer 
ther and of Seaſon, as bringing with it ſomething 
of Health or Convenience. Ia Convertation it is 
Rule with her never to ſtart a Subject that leads wil 
any Thing gloomy or diſagreeable z you thereon 
never hear her repeating her own Grievances, & 


thoſe of her Neighbours, or (what is worſt of all) 4 
% Pauli 


bd, 


ere]; 
DN 
y of 
m the 
Eun 
Neat 
, bj 
Cr 
De & 
fink 
„ and 
it het 


Tant; 
ide of 
veſs in 
7, {ix 
ar tune 
e beth 
. (can, 
pottu- 
uſe ile 
__ 
8, ail 
in tie 

even 
ruCted, 
ks {af 
th ora 
>autith 
8, lie 
Week 
Wer 
1ething 
it is 
leads t0 
ere fon 
cee, G 
11) the 

F aulis 


| The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 49 


Faults and Imperfections. If any Thing of the lat- 
er Kind be mentioned in her hearing, ſhe. has the 
\Jdreſs to turn it into Entertainment, by changing 
he moſt odious Railing into a pleaſant Rallery. Thus 
liſa, like the Bee, gathers Honey from every 
Veed ; while Arachne, like the Spider, ſucks Poi- 
on from the faireſt Flowers. The Conſequence is, 
hat of two Tempers, once very nearly allied, the 
"ne is for ever ſour and diſſatisfied, the other always 
bay and chearful: The one ſpreads an univerſal 
Jloom ; the other a continual Sunſhine, 

There is nothing more worthy of our Attention 


Khan this Art of Happineſs, In Converſation, as 


well as Life, Happinels very often depends upon the 
ſlighteſt Incidents, The taking Notice of the Bad- 
eſs of the Weather, a North-eaſt Wind, the ap- 
roach of Winter, or any trifling Circumſtance of 
he diſagreeable Kind, ſhall inſenſibly rob a whole 
ompany of its good Humour, and fling every 
Member of it into the Vapours, If therefore we 
vould be happy in ourſelves, and are deſircus of 
ommunicating that Happineſs to all about us, theſe 
nutiz of Converſation ought carefully to be attended 
o. The Brightneſs of the Sky, the Lengthening 
pf the Days, the encreaſing Verdure of the Spring, 
he Arrival of any little Piece of good News, or 
whatever carries with it the moſt diſtant Glimpſe of 
Joy, ſhall frequently be the Parent of a ſocial and 
appy Converſation. Good Manners exact from us 
his Regard to our Company. The Clown may re- 
ine at the Sunſhine that ripens his Harveſt, becauſe 
s Turnips are burot up by it; but the Man of Re- 
nement will extract Pleaſure from the Thunder 
orm, to which he is expoſed, dy remarking on 
he Plenty and Refreſhment which may be expected 
dom ſuch a Shower, | 
Thus does good Manners, as well as gcod 
denſe, direct us to look at every Object on the biight 
dice ; and by thus . we cheriſh 2nd improve 
| both 
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both the one and the other. By this Practice it i; 
that Meliſſa is become the wiſeſt and the beft-breq 
Woman living: And by this Practice may every ll ſhe 
Man and Woman arrive at that ealy Benevolence of 
Temper, which the World call Good-nature, and Lo 
the Scripture Charity, whoſe natural and never-fail. till 
ing Fruit is Happineſs. nev 

2 | . Ge 


+ 
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On the INTLIUEN CE of IN NOCENCY and 
HONOUR. 


When Innocence and Beauty both combine, | 
N bat Soul but melts !—1 heir Force is all divine. 
| Anon, 


French Author, giving an Accouut of a very 

agreeable Man, in whoſe Character he mingle 

good Qualities and Infirmities, rather than V ices and 
Virtues, tells the following Story. 

&« Our Knight, ſays he, was pretty much ad- 
dicted to the moſt faſhionable of all Faults. He 
had a looſe Rogue for a Lackey, not a lit:le in his 
Favour, though he had no other Name for him 
when he ſpoke of him but the Raſcal, or to him but 
Sirrah. One Morning when he was drefling, Sirrah, 
ſays he, be ſure ou bring home this Evening a pret- 
ty Wench. The Fellow was a Perſon of Diligence 
and Capacity, and had for ſome Time addreſſed him- 
ſelf to a decayed old Gentle woman, who had a young 
Maiden to her Daughter, beaute us as an Angel, not 
yet ſixteen Years of Age. The Mother's extreme 
Poverty, and the Inſinuations of this artful Lackey 
concerning the ſoft Diſpoſition and Generolity of his 
Maſter, made her conſent to deliver up her Daugh- 
ter. But many were the Intrea:ies and Repreſenta- 
tions of the Mother to gain the C:ilu's Conſent to at 
Action which ſhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, at the ſame 
Time ſhe exhorted her to it; but Child, ſays ſhe, 
can you ſee your Mother die for Hupger ? Tre Vir 
gn 
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ed il gin argued no longer, but burſting into Tears, ſaid, 
ry he would go any where. The Lackey conveyed her 
of Wl with great Obſequiouſneſs and Secrecy to his Maſter's 
nd Wl Lodgings, and placed her in a commedious Apartment 
al- en he came Home. The Knight who knew his Man 
never failed of bringing in his Prey, indulged his 
Genius at a Banquet, and was in high Humour at an 
Entertainment with Ladies, expecting to be received 
in the Evening by one as agreeable as the beſt of 
them, When he came Home, his Lackey met him 
with a ſaucy and joyful Familiarity, crying out, She 
is as handſome as an Avogel, (for there is no other 
| Simile on- theſe Occaſions) but the tender Fool has 
wept till her Eyes are ſwelled and bloated ; for ſhe is 


ery : Maid and a Gentlewoman. With that he conduQt- 
oles ed his Maſter to the Room where ſhe was, and reti- 
and red. The Knight when he ſaw her bathed in Tears, 


ſaid in ſome Surprize, Do not you know, young Wo- 
man, why you are brought hither? "The unhappy 
Maid fell on her Knees, and with many Interuptions 


bis of Sighs and Tears, ſid to him, I know, alas l too 
him vell why I am brought hither : My Mother, to get 
but Bread for her and myſelf, has ſent me to do what 
rah, Nou pleaſed ; but wou'd it might pleaſe Heaven I 
ret» could die, before I am added to the Number of ttoſe 
-nce nmiſerable Wretches who live without Honour! 
im» Wah this Reflection ſhe wept anew, and beat her 
ung Boom. The Knight ſtepping back from her, ſaid, 
not m not ſo abandoned as to hurt your Innocence 
eme {Wſgainſt your Will. 
key * The Novelty of this Accident ſurprized him 
f his io Virtue ; and covering the young Maid with a 
ugh- loak he led her to a Relation's Houſe, to whoſe 
nta- Ne he recommended her for that Night. The 
0 40 ext Morning he ſent for her Mother, and asked 
ſame er if her Daughter was a Maid ? The Mother aſſu- 
ſhe, Nel bim, that when ſhe delivered her to his Servant, 
Vi- We was a Stranger to Man. Are not you then, re- 
gn lea the Knight, a Wicked Woman, to contrive the 
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Debauchery of your own Child ? She held down he 
Face with Fear and Shame, and in her Confuſion 
uttered ſome broken Words concerning ber Poverty, 
Far be it ſaid the Gentleman, that you ſhould te. 
lieve yourſelf from Want by a much greater Eyi|: 
Your Daughter is a fine young Creature; do 
know of none that ever ſpoke of her for a Wife! 
'The Mother anſwered, there is an honeft Man in our 
Neighbourhood that loves her, who has often ſaid he 
would marry her with Two hundred Pounds, The 
Knight ordered his Man to reckon out that Sum, with 
an Addition of Fifty to buy the Bride Cloaths, an 
Fifty more as a Help to her Mother.” 

I appeal to all the Gallants in Town, Whether 
poſſeſſing all the Beauties in Great-Britain coul 
give half the Pleaſure, as this young Gentleman hal 
in the Reflection of having relieved a miſerable Pa. 
rent from Guilt and Poverty, an innocent Virgin 
ſrom public Shame, and of beſtowing a virtuous Wi 
upon an honeſt Man? 


rng. 


INGRATITUDE puniſbed. An EASTERN 
TALE. 


Jie that's untrateful has no Fault but one, 
All other Crimes may paſs for Virtye in him, Youry, 
Derviſe, venerable by his Age, fell ill inthe 
Houſe of a Woman who had been long a Wi- 
dow, and lived in extreme Poverty in the Suburb 
of Balſora. He was ſo touched with the Care and 
Z.2al with which ſhe kad aſſi ſted him, that at his De. 
parture he ſaid to her, I have remarked that you han 
wherewi:h to ſubſiſt alone, but that you have not Sub. 
ſiſtence enough to ſhare it with your only Son the 
oung Abdallah, If you will truſt him to my Cary, 
1 will endeavour to acknowledge, in bis Perſon, th: 


Obligations I have to you for your Care of me. The 


good Woman received his Propoſal with Joy; 2 
t 
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the Derviſe departed with the young Man, adverti- 
fing her, that they muſt perform a Journey, which 
would laſt near two Years. As they travelled, be 
kept him in Affluence, gave him excellent Inſtruc- 
tions, cured him of a dangerous Diſeaſe with which 
he Was attacked ; in fine, he took the ſame Care of 
him, as if he had been his own Son, Abdallah a 
kundred Times teſtified his Gratitude to him for 
all his Bounties; but the old Man always anſwered, 
My Son, it is by Aftions that Gratitude is proved; we 
Hall ſee, in a proper Time and Place, whether you are 
ſo grateful as you pretend. 

One Day as they continued their Travels, the 
found them ſelves in a ſclitary Place, and the Derviſe 
ſaid to Abdallah, My Son, we are now at the End of 
bur Journey ; 1 ſhall employ my Prayers to obtain from 
Heaven, that theEarth may open and make an Entrance 
wide enough to per mit thee to deſcend into a Place, where 
| thay wilt find one of the greateſt Treaſures that the 
Earth encloſes in her Bowels. Haſt thou Courage to deſ- 
cend into this ſubterraneous Vault ? continued he. Ab» 
dal ab ſwore to him, he might depend upon his Obe- 
dence and Zeal, Then the Derviſe lizhted a ſmall 
Fue, into which he caſt a Perfume; he read and 
prayed for ſome Moments, after which the ade 
opened, and the Derviſe ſaid to him, —Thou maye 
nw enter, my dear Abdallah; remember that it is in 
thy Power to do me à great Service, and that this is, 
perhaps, the only Opportunity thou canſi ever have of 
peſlifying to me that thou art not prey Do not 
let thyſelf be dazzled by all the Riches that thou wilt 
find there ; think only of ſeizing upon an Iron Candleſtic 
with twelve Branches, which thou wilt find cleſe to a 
Don; that is abſolutely neceſſary to me; came up im- 
mediately and bring it to me. Abdallah promiſed every 
Thing and deſcended boldly into the Vault. But, 
forgetting what had been expreſsly recommended to 
him, whilſt he was filling his Veſt and his Boſom with 
Gald and Jewels, which this ſubterrancous Vault in- 
- K-43 clo-- 
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cloſed in prodigious Heaps, the Opening by which 
he had entered cloſed of itſelf. He had, however, 
Preſence of Mind enough to ſeize upon the Iron 
Candleſtic, which the Derviſe had ſo ſtrongly recom · 
mended to him; and though the Situation he waz 
in was very terrible, he did not abandon himſelf to 
Deſpair ; and thinking only in what Manner he 
ſhould get out of a Place which might become his 
Grave, he apprehended, that the Vault had cloſed 
only becauſe he had not followed the Order of the 
Derviſe ; recalled to his Memory the Care and Gocd. 
neſs he had loaded him with ; reproached himſelf 
with his Ingratitude, and finiſhed his Meditation by 
humbling himſelf before God. At length, after 
much Pain and Irquietude, he was fortunate enough 
to find a narrow Paſſage which led him out of this 
obſcure Cave; though it was not till he had follow. 
ed it a conſiderable Way, that he perceived a ſmall 
Opening covered with Briars and 'T horns, through 
which he returned to the Light of the Sun. He 
looked on all Sides, to fee if he could perceive the 
Derviſe, but in vain; he deſigned to deliver him the 
Iron Candleſtic he ſo much wiſhed for, and formed a 
Defign of quitting him, being rich enough with 
what he had taken out of the Cavern, to live in Af- 
fluence without his Aſſi ſtance. 

Not perceiving the Derviſe, nor remembering a- 
ny of the Places through which he had paſſed, he 
went on as Fortune had directed him, and was ex- 
tremely aſtoniſhed to find himſelf oppoſite to his 
Mother's Houſe, which he imagined he was at 2 
great Diſtance from, She immediately enquired al. 
ter the holy Derviſe. Abdallah told her frankly what 
had happened to him, and the Danger he had run 
to ſatisfy his unreaſonable Deſires ; be afterwards 
ſhewed her the Riches with which he was loaded. 
His Mother concluded, upon the Sight of them, that 
the Derviſe only deſigned to make 'I rial of his Cou- 
rage and his Obedience, and that they ought to my 
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uſe of the Happineſs which Fortune had preſented to 
them ; adding, that doubtleſs ſuch was the Inten- 
tion of the holy Derviſe, Whilſt they contempla- 
ted upon theſe Treaſures with Avidity ; whilſt they 
were dazzled with the Luſtre of them, and formed a 
thouſand Projects in Conſequence of them, they all 
vaniſhed away before thite Eros, It was then that 
fbdallah ſincerely reproached himſelf with his Ingra- 
titude and Diſobedience; and perceiving that the 
lon Candleſtie had refifted the Enchantment, or 
rather the juſt Puniſhment which thoſe deſerve who 
do not execute what they promiſe, he ſaid, proſ- 
trating himſeif, - hat has happened ta me is juſt; J 
have loft what I had no Deſign to reſtore, and the Cans 
dleflic which I intended to deliver ta the Derviſe, re- 
mains with me : It is a Prof, that it rightly belongs 
to him, and that the reſt was unjuſtly acquired. As 
he finiſhed theſe Words, he placed the Candleſtic in 
the Midſt of their little Houſe, 

When the Night was come, without refleQing up- 
on it, he placed the Light in this Candleſtic. Im- 
mediately they ſaw a Derviſe appear, who turned 
round for an Hour, and diſappeared, after having 
thrown them an Aſpre. This Candleftic had twelve 
Branches. Abdallah, who was meditating all the 
Day upon what he had ſeen the Night before, was 
willing to know what would happen the next Night, 
if he put a Light in each of them; he did ſo, and 
twelve Derviſes appeared that Inſtant; they turned 
round alſo for an Hour, and each of them threw an 
Aſpre, as they diſappeared, He repeated every Day 
the ſame Ceremony, which had always the ſame Suc- 
ceſs, but he never could make it ſucceed more than 
once in twenty-four Hours. This trifling Sum was 
enough to make his Mother and himſelf ſubſiſt to- 
lerably : There was a Time when they would have 
deſired no more to be happy; but it was not conſi- 
derable enough to change their Fortune: It is al- 
Ways dangerous for the Imagination to be fixed upon 

the 
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the Idea of Riches. The Sight of what he believe; hav 
he ſhould poſſeſs; the Projects he had formed fo 43 
the Employment of it; all theſe Things had left ſuch E 
profound J races in the Mind of Abdallah, that no. 
thing could efface them Therefore ſeeing thy fait 
ſmall Advantage he drew from the Candleſt ic, he te. up 
ſolved to carry it back to the Derviſe, in Hopes that 50 
he might obtain of him the Treaſure he had ſeen, & “ 
at leaſt find again the Riches which had vaniſhel 1 
from their Sight, by reſtoring to him a Thing ſot 5 
which he eflified ſo earneſt a Deſire, He was 6 MW D 
fortunate as to remember his Name, and that of the - 
City where he inhabited, He departed therefor, 
immediately for Magreli, carryin2 with bim his Can- 
dleſtic, which he lighted every Night, and by that y 
Means furniſhed, himſelf with what was neceſſary on 4 
the Road, without being obliged to implore the Af; * 
ſiſtance and Compaſſion of the Faithful, When be 
arrived at Hagrebi, bis Het Care was to enquire in ö 
what Houſe, or in what Convent Hbaunadar lodged; 

he was ſo well known, that,every Body teld him his | 
Habitation, He repaired thither diteckly, and fourd ! 
fifty Porters who kept the Gate of his Houſe, having l 
each a Staff wiih a Head of Gold in their Hands: 
The Court of this PaJace was filled with Slaves and 
Domeſtics ; in fine, the Refidence of a Prince could 
not expoſe to View greater Magnificence, Abdellab, 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment and Admiration, feared to 
proceed, Certainly. thought he, 1 either explained 
myſelf wrong, or thoſe, to whom J addreſſed my- 
ſelf, deſigned to make a Jeſt of me, becauſe I was a 
Stranger; this is not the Habitation of a Derviſe, 
it is that of a King, He was in this Embarrall- 
ment, when. a Man approached him, and faid to 
him, Abdallah, Zhou art welcome : my Maſter Abou- 
nadar has long enpected thee, He then conducted 
him to an agreeable ard magnificent Pavilien, 
where the Derviſe was ſeated. Abdallah, firuck. 
with the Riches which he beheld on all Sides, on 
N 7e. 
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have proſtrated himfelf at his Feet, but Abounadar 
prevented him, and interrupted him, when be would 
have made a Merit of the Candleſtic, which he pre- 
ſented to him. Thou art but an ungrateful Wreich, 
ſaid he to him; Doſt thou imagine thou canſt impoſe 
upon me? I am not ignorant 7 any one of thy T houghts; 
and if thou bad{i known the Value of this Candlęſtic, 
thou would never have brought it to me: I will make 
thee ſenſible of its true Uſe, Immediately he placed a 
Light in each of its Branches; and when the twelve 
8 Derviſes had turned for ſome Time, Abounadar gave 
each of them a Blow with a Cane, and in a Moment 
they were converted into twelve Heaps of Sequins, 
Diamonds, and other precious Stones. This, ſaid he. 
in the proper Uſe to be made of this marvellous Candlyſtic. 
As ta me, I never defired it, but to place it in my Cabi- 
net, as a Taliſman compoſed by a Sage whom I revere, 
and am pleaſed to expuſe it ſometimes to thoſe who come 
to viſit me: And, to prove to thee, added he, that 
88 was the only Occaſion of my Search for it, here 
are the Keys of my Magazines, open them and thou sbalt 
judge of my Riches ; thou shalt tell me whether the 
moſt inſatiable Miſer would not be ſatisfied with them. 
Abdallah obeyed him, and examined twelve Magazines 
of great Extent, ſo full of all Manner ot Riches, that 
he could not diſtinguiſh what merited his Admira- 
tion moſt ; they all deſerved it and produced new De- 
firess The Regret of having reſtored the Candleſtic, 
and that of not having found out the Uſe of it, 
pierced the Heart of Abdallah. Abcunadar ſeemed not 
toperceive it; on the contraay, he loaded him with 
Careſſes, kept him ſome Days in his Houſe, and 
commanded him to be treated as himſelf. When he 
was at the Eve of the Day which he had fixed for 
his Departure, he ſaid to him, Abdallah, my Son, 
© I believe, by what has happened to thee, thou art 
* correfted of the frightful Vice of Ingratitude; 
* however, Lowe thee a Mark of my Affection, for 
having undertaken ſo long a Journey with a ou 
; . «Kg 
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* of bringing me the Thing I had deſired ; thou 
© mayeſt depart, 1 ſhail detain thee no longer. Thou 
* ſhalt find To- morrow, at the Gate of my Palzce, 
one cf my Horſes to carry thee ; I make thee, 
4 Preſent of it, as well as of a Slave who ſhall con- 
duct thee to thy Houſe ; and two Camels loaded 
* with Gold and Jewels, which thou ſhalt chuſe 
„ thyſelf out of my Treaſures.” Abdallah ſaid to 
him all that a Heart ſenſible to Avarice could ex. 
preſs, when its Paſſion was ſatisfied, and went to 
lie down till the Morning arrived, which was fixed 
for his Departure. 

During the Night he was till agitated, without 
being able to think of any Thing but the Candleſtic, 
and what it had produced. “ I had it, ſaid, he, ſo 
* long in my Power; Abounadar. without me, had 
© never been the Poſſeſſor of it: What Riſks did l 
© not run in the ſubterraneous Vault? Why does he 
„ now poſle's this Treaſure of Treaſures ? Becauſe 
„ had the Probity, or rather the Folly, to bring it 
* back to him: Re profits by my Labours, and the 
& Danger I have incurred in ſo long a Journey. And 
what does be give me in Return? Two Camels 
loaded with Gold and Jewels ; in one Moment the 
Candleſtic will furniſh him with ten Times as 
much. It is Abounadar who is ungrateful : What 
* Wrong ſhall I do him in taking this Candleftic? 
None certainly; for he is rich: And what do ! 
„ pcfleſs ?”” Theſe Ideas determined him, at length, 
to make all poſſible Attempts to ſeize upon the 
Candleftic, The Thing was not difficult, Abou- 
nadar having truſted him with the Keys of his Ma- 
gazines, He knew where the Candleſtic was placed; 
he ſeized upon it, hid it in the Bottom of one of the 
Sacks, which he filled with Pieces of Gold and other 
Riches which he was allowed to take, and loaded it, 
as well as the reft upon his Camels. He had no 
other Ezgerneſs now than for his Departure; and, 
alter having haſtily bid adieu to the generous Abou- 
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nadar, 
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his Horſe, his Slave, and two Camels. - 

When he was fome Days Journey from Balſcra, he 
ſold his Slave, reſolving not to have a Witneſs of his 
former -Poverty, nor of the Source. of his preſent 
Riches, He bought another, and arrived without 
any Obſtaclz at his Mother's whom he would ſcarce 
look upon, ſo much was he taken up with his Treas 
ſure, His firſt Care was to place the Loads of his 


ex- 
tio Nef the Houſe; and, in his Impatience to feed his 
xed yes with his great Opulence, he placed Lights im- 


mediately in the Candleſtic: The twelve Derviſes 
zppearing he gave each of them a Blow with a Cane 
with all his Strength, left he ſhould be failing in the 


„o las of the Taliſman : But he had not remarked, 
had that Abounadar, when he ſtruck them, had the Cane 
d I in bis Left- hand. Abdallah, by a natural Motion, 
he made Uſe of his Right; and the Dervifes, inſtead of 
uſe becoming Heaps of Riches, immediately drew from 
g it beneath their Robes each a formidable Club, with . 
the which they ſtruck him fo hard and ſo long, that they 
\nd left him almoſt dead; and difappeared, carrying with 
1els them all his Treaſure, the Camel, the florte, the 
the Slave, and the Candleſtic. 


FT" T hus was Abdallah puniſhed by Pover'y, and al- 
hat moſt by Death, for his unreaſonable Ambition, which 
ic? perhaps might have been pardonable, if it had not 


ol been accompanied by an Ingratitude as wicked as it 


th, w2s audacious, ſince he had not fo much as the Re- 
the ſource of being able to conceal his Perfidies from tte 
oue 00 piercing Eyes of his BenefaQtor, 


a 
. 


nadar, he delivered him his Keys, and departed with 
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The Force of Hzrr. 


Ii Habits gather by unſeen Degrees : 
As Brooks to Rivers, Rivers run to Seas, Dryden, 


HERE is not a common Saying which bas 
better Turn of Senſe in it, than what we often 
hear in the Mouths of the Vulgar, that Cu/tom it 
ſecond Nature. It is indeed able to form the Man 
anew, and give him Inclinations and Capacities al. 
together different from thoſe he was born with. Dr, 
Plot, in his Hiſtory of Sraffordsbire, telle us of an 
Idiot, that chancing to live within the Sound of x 
Clock, and always amuſing himſelf with counting 
the Hour of the Day whenever the Clock ſtruck; 
the Clock being ſpoiled by ſome Accident, the dit 
continued to ſtrike and count the Hour without the 
Help of it, in the ſame Manner as he had done when 
it was entire. Though I dare not vouch for the 
Truth of this Story, it is very certain that Cuſtom 
has a mechanical Effect upon the Body, at the ſame 
Time that it has a very extraordinary Influence upon 
the Mind, 

I ſhall in this Paper conſider one very remarkable 
Effect which Cuſtom has upon human Nature; and 
which, if rightly obſerved, may lead us unto very 
uſeful Rules of Life. What IL ſhall here take Notice 
of in Cuſtom, is its wonderful Efficacy in making 
every Thing pleaſant to us. A Perſon who is ad- 
dicted to Play or Gaming, though he took but little 
Delight in it at firſt, by Degrees contracts fo ſtrong 
an Inclination towards it, and gives himſelf up ſo en- 
tirely to it, that it ſeems the only End of his Being, 
The Love of a retired or buſy Life will grow upon 
a Man inſenſibly, as he is converſant in the one ot 
the other, till he is utterly unqualified far relithing 
that to which he has been for ſome Time diſuſed, 
Nay, a Man may ſmoke, or drink, or take Snuff, 
till he is unable to paſs away bis Time without it; 

not 
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not to mention how our Delight in any particular 
Study, Art, or Science, riſes and improves in Pro- 
rtion to the Application which we beftow upon it. 
Thus what was at firſt an Exerciſe, becomes at length 
an Entertainment, Our Employ meats are changed 
into Diverſions. The Mind grows fond of the 
8 Adions it is accuſtomed to, and is drawn with 
luctancy from thoſe Paths in which it has been uſed 


to walk 0 


$ als Not only ſuch Actions as were at firſt indifferent 
Dr. WF to us, but even ſuch as were painful, will by Cuſtom 
f an nd Practice, become pleaſant. Sir Francis Bacon 
of 1 WM obſerves in his natural Philoſophy, that our Taſte is 
ting never better pleaſed than with thoſe Things which 
ck; Na firſt created a Diſguſt in it. He gives particular 
[dic Inſtances of Claret, Coffee, and other Liquors, which 
t the BW the Palate ſeldom approves upon the Art Taſte ; 
vhen but when it has once got a Reliſh of them, general- 
r the y retains it for Life. The Mind is conſtituted after 
ſtom Wi the fame Manner, and after having habituated itſelf 
ſame to any particular Exerciſe or Employment, not only 
upon WF loſes its firſt Averſion towards it, but conceives a 
certain Fondneſs and Affection for it. I have heard 
cable one of the greateſt Geniuſſes this Age has produced, 
and who had been trained up in all the polite Studies of 
ver} WF Antiquity, aſſure me, upon his being obliged to 
otice WE ſearch into ſeveral Rolls and Records, that notwith- 
king ſtanding ſuch an Employment was at firſt very dry 
s ad» end irkſome to him, he at laſt took an incredible 
little WW Pleaſure in it, and preferred it even to the reading of 
rong gil or Cicero. The Reader will obſerve, that I 


[have not here conſidered Cuſtom as it makes Things 
ealy, but as it renders them delightful ; and though 
upon Wothers have often made the ſame Reflections, it is 
ne of I poffible they may not have drawn thoſe Uſes from 
ching it, with which 1 intend to fill the remaining Part of 
ſuſed, this Paper, | 

nuff, If we conſider attentively this Property of human 


tit; Nature, it may inſtruct us in very fine Moralities. 
not F In 
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In the firſt Place, I would have no Man diſcourage! 
with that Kind of Life or Series of Action, in which 
the Choice of others, or his own Neceſlities, may 
have engaged him. It may perhaps be very difa. 
greeable to him at firſt; but Uſe and Application 
will certainly render it not only leſs painful, but 
pleaſing and ſatisfactory. 

In the ſecond Place, I would recommend to even 
one the admirable Precept which Pythagoras is (aid 
to have given to his Diſciples, and which that Phi 
loſopher muſt have drawn from the Obſervation 
have enlarged upon: Optimum vitæ genus eligit, 
nam conſuetudo faciet jucundiſſimum. Pitch upon that 
Courſe of Life which is the moſt excellent, and Cul. 
tom will render it the moſt delightful, Men, whoſe 
Circumſtances will permit them to chuſe their own 
Way of Life, are inexcuſable if they do not purſue 
that which their Judgment tells them is the moſt 
laudable. The Voice of Reaſon is more to be te- 
garded than the Bent of any preſent Inclination, 
ſince by the Rule above-mentioned, Inclination will 
at Length come over to Reaſon, though we can re- 
ver force Reaſon to comply with Inclination. 

In the third Place, this Obſervation may teach 
the moſt ſenſual and irreligious Man to overlook 
thoſe Hardſhips and Difficulties, which are apt to 
diſcourage him from the Profecution of a virtuous 
Life. The Gods, ſaid 2 my have placed Labour be. 
fore Virtue ; the Way to her is at firſt rough and di. 
cult, but grows more ſmooth and eaſy the farther qu 
advance in it. The Man who proceeds in it, wich 
Steadineſs and Reſolution, will in a little Time find 
that her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and that al 
her Paths are Peace, 

To enforce this Conſideration, we may further 
obſerve, that the Practice of Religion will not only 
be attended with that Pleaſure, which naturally ac- 
companies thoſe Actions to which we ate habitus- 
ted, but with thoſe ſupernumerary Joys of * 
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that riſe from the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Pleaſure, 
from the Satisfaction of acting up to the DiQates of 
Reason, and from the Proſpect of an happy Immor- 


ulity. 


In the fourth Place, we may learn from this Ob- 
ſervation which we have made on the Mind of 
Man, to take particular Care, when we are once 


ſetiled in a regular Courſe of Life, how we too fre- 


quently indulge ourſelves in any the moſt innocent 
Diverſions and Entertainments, ſince the Mind may 
inſenſibly fall off from the Reliſh of virtuous Ac- 
tions, and by Degrees, exchange that Pleaſure 
which it takes in the Performance of its Duty, for 
Delights of a much more inferior and unprofitable 


The laſt Uſe which I ſhall make of this remark- 
able Property in human Nature, of being delighted 
with thoſe Actions to which it is accuſtomed, is to 
ſhew how abſolutely neceſlary it is for us to gain 
Habits of Virtue in this Life, if we would enjoy 
The State of Bliſs, we 
call Heaven, will not be capable of affecting thoſe 
Minds, which are not thus qualified for it; we muſt 
in this World gain a Reliſh of Truth and Virtue, if 


| we would be able to taſte that Knowledge and Per- 


fection, which are to make us happy in the next. 
The Seeds of thoſe ſpiritual Joys and Raptures, 
which are to riſe up and flouriſh in the Soul to all 
Eternity, muſt be planted in it, during this its pre- 
ſent State of Probation. In ſhort, Heaven is not to 
be looked upon only as the Reward, but as the natu- 
al Effect of a religious Life. 

On the other Hand, thoſe evil Spirits, who, by 
long Cuſtom, have contracted in the Body, Habits 
of Luft and Senſuality, Malice and Revenge, an 
Averſion to every T hing that is good, juſt, or laud- 
able, are naturally ſeaſoned and prepared for Pain 
and Miſery, Their Torments have already taken 
Root in them, they cannot be happy when diveſted 

2 EE of 
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of the Body, unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that Proyj. 
dence will, in a Manner, create them anew, ang 
work a Miracle in the Rectification of their Facul. 
ties. They may indeed, taſte a Kind of malig. 
mant Pleaſure in thoſe Actions to which they are 
accuſtomed, whilſt in this Life; but when they ar 
removed from all thoſe Objects which are here at 
to gratify them, they will naturally become their 
own Torments, and cheriſh in themſelves thoſe 

ainful Habits of Mind which are called in Scripture 

hraſe, the Worm which never dies. This Notion of 
Heaven and Hell, is fo very conformable to the 
Light of Nature, that it was diſcovered by ſeveral 
the moſt exalted Heathens, It has been finely im- 
proved by many eminent Divines of the laſt Apr, 
as in particular by Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Di. 
Gherloick; but there is none who has raiſed ſuch no- 
ble Speculations upon it as Dr. Scott, in the fiſt 
Book of his Chriſtian Life, which is one of the fi. 
neſt and moſt rational Schemes of Divinity, that is 


_ written in our Tongue, or any other. T hat excel 


Ent Author has ſhewn how every particular Cuſtom 
and Habit ot Virtue will, in its own Nature, pro- 
duce the Heaven, or a State of Happineſs, in hin 
who ſhall hereafter practiſe it: As on the contrary, 
how every Cuſtom or Habit of Vice will be the na- 
tural Hell of him in whom it ſubſiſts. 


—— — 


The ABSURDITY of EXTREMES. 


Ji Education forms the youthful Mind; 
Juſt as the Twvig is bent, the Tree's inclin d. Pope 
AM an humble Couſin to two Siſters, who though 
they are good-humoured, good Sort of People, 
and (all Things conſidered) behave to me toleradly 


well, yet their Manners and Diſpoſitions are ſo ex- 


tremely oppoſite, that the Task of pleaſing them is 


rendered very difficult and troubleſome, I he * 
0 
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of my Couſins is a very jol'y free hearted Girl, and 
ſo great an Enemy to all Kinds of Form, that you 
ſeldom ſee her with ſo much as a Pin in her Gown ; 
while the younger, who thinks in her Heart that her 
Siſter is no better than a S/attern, runs into the con- 
trary Extieme, and is in every Thing ſhe does an 
abſolute Fiafad. She takes up almoſt as much Time 
to put on her Gown, as her Siſter does to dirty one. 
The elder is too thoughtleſs to remember what ſhe 
is to do, and the younger is ſo tedious in doing it, 
that the Time is always clapſed in which it was ne- 
ceſſary for to be done. If you lend any Thing to the 
eider, you are ſure to have it loſt ; or if you would 
borrow any Thing of the younger, it is Odds but ſhe 
refuſes it from an Opinion that you will be leſs care- 
ful of it than herſelf. Whatſoever Work is done 
| by one Siſter, is too ſlight to bang together for an 
Hour's Wear ; and whatever is undertaken by the 
o:her, is generally too nice and curious to be finiſh- 
ed, |; 
As they are conſtantly Bed-fellows, the firſt Sleep 
of the elder is ſure to be broken by the younger, 
whoſe uſual Time of undrefling and folding up her 
Cloaths, is at leaſt an Hour and a Half, allowing a 
third Part of that Time for Hindranoe, occaſioned by 
her elder Siſter's Things, which lie ſcattered every 
where in her Way. 
If they had Lovers, I know exaQly how it would 
be: The elder would loſe her's by ſaying Yes too 
| ſoon, and the younger by ſaying No too often. If 
they were Wives, the one would be too haſty to do 
any Thing right, and the other too tedious to do any 
Thing pleaſing : Or were they Mothers, the Daugh- 
ters of the elder would be playing at Taw with the 
Boys, and the. Sons. of the younger drefling Dolls 
with the Miſſes. 
I wiſh, Sir, you-would be fo kind to theſe Couſins 
of mine as to favour them with your Advice, I. 
have ſaid already that they are both good-humoured; 
35 and. 
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and if you could prevail upon the elder to borroy 
from the younger a little Thought and Neatneſ, 
and upon the younger to add to her Exactneſs a li. 
tle of the careleſs Freedom of the elder, you woull 


make them very amiable Women, and me the hap. 
pieſt of all bumble Couſins. 


—— 


On BEAUTY] and FLATTERY, 


Beauties like Princes from their very Youth, 
Are perfect Strangers to the Voice of Truth, Pope. 


Friend of mine has two Daughters, whom | 

will call Lætitia and Daphne; the former i; 

one of the greateſt Beauties of the Age in which 
ſhe lives, the latter no Way remarkadle for any 
Charms in her Perſon, Upon this one Circun- 
ſtance of their outward Form, the Good and Ill d 
their Lives ſeem to turn. Laetitia has not, from her, 
very Childhood, heard any thing elſe but Com- 
mendations of her Features and Complection, by 
which Means ſhe is no other than Nature made her 
a very beautiful Outſide. The Conſciouſneſs of her 
Charms has rendered her inſupportably vain and in- 
ſolent towards all who have to do with her, Daphn, 
who was almoſt twenty before one civil Thing 
had ever been ſaid to her, found herſelf obliged to 
acquire ſome Accompliſhment to make up for tte 
Want of thoſe Attractions which ſhe ſaw in her di- 

ter. Poor Daphne was ſeldom ſubmitted to in a De- 

bate wherein ſhe was concerned; her Diſcourſe 

had nothing to recommend it but the good Senſe d 

it; and ſhe was always under a Neceſſity to have 

very well conſidered what ſhe was to ſay before ſhe 
uttered it; while Lætitia was 1 ſtened to with Par- 

tiality, and Approbation ſat in the Countenances of 

thoſe ſhe converſed with, before ſhe communicatel 

what ſhe had to ſay, Theſe Cauſes have producel 

ſuitable Effects, and Lætitia is as infipid a Companion, 

a 


> 


tl. 
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as Daphne is an agreeable one. Lætitia, confident 
of Favour, has ſtudied no Arts to pleaſe; Daphne 
deſpairing of any Inclination towards her Perſon, 
has depended only on her Merit. Lætitia has al- 
ways ſomething in her Air that is ſullen, grave, and 

diſconſolate. Daphne has a Countenance that ap- 
pears chearful, open, and unconcerned. A young 
Gentleman ſaw Lætitia this Winter at a Play, and 
became her Captive. His Fortune was ſuch, that 
he wanted very little Introduction to ſpeak his Sen- 
| timents to her Father, The Lover was admitted with 


e. the utmoſt Freedom into the Family, where a con- 
Im | rained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, and diſtant Civi- 
er is lities, were the higheſt Favours he could obtain of 
phich Letitia ; while Daphne uſed him with the good Hu- 
any mour, Familiarity, and Innocence of a Siſter : In- 
cum ſomuch that he would often ſay to her, Dear 
111 of Daphne, wert thiu but as handſome as Lætitia l. 
1 her, She received ſuch Language with that ingenuous and 
Come WH pleaſing Mirth, which is natural to a Woman with- 
„ by out Deſign. He ſtill ſighed in vain for Lælitia, but 
e her found certain Relief in the agreeable Converſation 
pf Her of Daphne. At length, heartily tired with the 
d in- haughty Impertinence of Lætitia, and charmed with 
pb, repeated Inftances of good Humour he had obſerved 
"bing WW in Daphne, he one Day told the latter, that he had 
ved to WWF ſomething to ſay to her he hoped ſhe would be 
r tte pleaſed. with Faith, Daphne, continued he, 7 
r di. an in Love with thee, and deſpiſe thy Siſter ſincerely. 
a De- The Manner of his declaring himſelf gave his Miſ- 
courſe treſs Occaſion for a very hearty Laughter,——— 
nſe oi Nay, ſays he, 1 knew you would laugh at me, but I will 
» have ask your Father, He did ſo ; the Father received 
re ſhe BF his Intelligence with no leſs Joy than Surprize, 
1 Par- and was very glad he had now no Care left but for 
ces of his Beauty, which he thought he could carry to Mar- 
nicated ket at his Leiſure, I do not know any Thing that 
ducel has pleaſed me ſo much a great while, as the Con- 
anien, queſt cf my Friend Daphne's, All her Acquaintances 
a ; 


Con- 
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congratulate her. upon her Chance-medley, ard 
laugh at that premeditating Murderer her Siſter, 
As it is an Argument of a light Mind, to think the 
worſe of ourſelves for the Imperſections of our Per. 
ſons, it is equally below us to value oupſelves upon 
the Advantages of them. The Female World ſeen 
to be almoſt incorrigibly gone aſtray in this Particy. 
lar; for which Reaſon, I ſhall recommend the fol. 
lowing Extract out of a Friend's Letter to the pro. 
felled Beautiee, who are a People a!moſt as unſufter. 
able as the profeſſed Wits. 
„„ Monſieur St. Evremont has concluded one of hi 
„% Eflays with affirming, that the laſt Sighs of: 
© handſome Woman are not ſo much for the Lol 
„ of her Life, as of her Beauty. Perhaps this Ra. 
« lery is purſued too far, yet it is turned upon a 
„ very obvious Remark, that a Woman's ſtrongeſt 
& Paſſion is for her own Beauty, and that ſhe value; 
«c. it as her favourite Diſtintion. From hence it is 
6 that all Arts, which pretend to improve or pte. 
<< ſerve it, meet with ſo general a Reception among 
& the Sex. To ſay nothing of many falſe Helps, 
* and contraband Wares of Beauty, which are dai 
« vended in this great Mart, there is not a Maiden- 
« Gentlewoman, of a good Family, in any County of 
©< South-Britain, who has not heard of- the Virtues 
&« of May Dew, or is unfurniſhed with ſome Receipt 
c or other in Favour of her Complection ; and I hare 
„ known a Phyſician of Learning and Senſe, aitcr 
eight Years Study in the Univerſity, and a Court: 
„ of Travels into moſt Countrics of Europe, ov: 
& the firſt railing of his Fortune to a coſmetic W zti. 
„ This has given me Occaſion to confider how 
c ſa univerſal-a Diſpoſition in Womenkind (wh 
&« ſprings from a laudable Motive, the Detire d 
„ Pleaſing, and proceeds upon an Opinion, not i: 
& together groundleſs, that Nature may be helped by 
& Art} may be turned to their Advantage. And, mt 
„ thinks, it would be an acce table Service to tai! 
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« them out of the Hands of Quacks and Pretenders, 


a and to prevent their impoſing upon themſelves, by 
| « diſcovering to them the true Secret and Art of 


« improving Beauty. | 
« In order to this, before I touch upon it diret- 


| « ly, it will be neceſſary to lay down a few preli- 


« minary Maxims, vix. 
« That ro Woman can be Handſome by the 
« Force of Features alone, any more than ſhe can 


he Witiy only by the Help of Speech. 


« That Pride deftroys all Symmetry and Grace, 
« and Affectation is a more terrible Enemy to fine 
« Faces than the Small-Pox. 

« That no Woman is capable of being Beautiful 
« who is not incapable of being Fal/e. 

« And, that what would be Odious ina Friend, 
« is Deformity in a Miſtreſs. | 

« From theſe few Principles, thus laid down, it 
« will be eaſy to prove, that the true Art of affiſting 
« Beauty, conſiſts in embelliſhing the whole Perſon 
« by the proper Ornaments of virtuous and com- 
« mendable Qualities. By this Help alone it is, that 
te thoſe who are the favcurite Work of Nature, or, 
« as Mr. Dryden expreſſes it, the Porcelain Clay of 


| «« human Kind, become animated, and are in a Ca- 


« pacity of exert ng their Charms: And thoſe who 
« ſeem to have been neglected by it, like Models 
& wrought in Haſte, are capable in a great Meaſure 
« of finiſhing what it has left imperfeQ. 

&« It ie, methinks, a low and degrading Idea of 
ee that Sex, which wzs created to refine the Joys, 
and ſoften the Cares of Humanity, by the moſt a- 
« greeable Participation, to conſider them merely as 
„ Objets of Sight, This is abridging them of 
* their natural Extent of Power, to put them upon 
* a Level with their Pictures at Kneller's. How 
6 much nobler is the Contemplation of Beauty 

neightened by Virtue, and commanding our Eſ- 
* teem and Love, while it draws our Obſervation ? 

« How 


Eve in Paradiſe, and relating to the Angel the Im. 
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« How faint and ſpiritleſs are the Charms of a Co. 
« quet, when compared with the real Lovelineſs q 
& Sophronia's Innocence, Piety, good Humour any 
„Truth; Virtues which add a new Softneſs to her 
„ Sex, and even beautify her Beauty ! That Agre. 
© ableneſs, which muſt otherwiſe have appeared ng 
longer in the modeſt Virgin, is now preſerved in 
„ the tender Mother, the prudent Friend, and thy 
« faithful Wiſe, Colours artfully ſpread upon Can. 
„ vaſs may entertain the Eye, but not affect the 
Heart; and ſhe, who takes no Care to add to the 
© natural Graces of her Perſon any excelling Qual. 
ties, may be allowed ſtill to amuſe, as a Picture, 
but not to triumph as a Beauty. 

When Adam is introduced by Milton deſcribing 


6 preſſions he felt upon ſeeing her at her firſt Crew 
& tion, he does not repreſent her like a Grecia 
& Venus, by her Shape or Features, but by the Luſtre 
« of her Mind, which ſhone in them, and gave them 
© the Power of charming. 


Grace was in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Eye, 
In every Geſture Dignity and Love. 


„ Without this irradiating Power the prcudeſt 
4 Fair One ought to know, whatever her Glaſsmay 
<c tel! her to the contrary, that her moſt perfect Fea» 
„ tures are uninformed and dead, 

« cannot better cloſe this Moral, than by a ſhort 
“ Epitaph written by Ben Johnſen, with a Spirit 
< which nothing could inſpire but ſuch an Object a 
I have been deſcribing, 


Underneath this Stone doth lie 
As much Virtue as could die ; 
Which when alive did Vigour give 
To as much Beauty as could live,” 


ne 


ne 
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On AFFECTATION. 


But one Admirer has th? Aﬀeted Laſs ; 


y meets that one — But in her Looking-glaſs, 
Young, 


Late Converſation which I fell into, gave me 
an Opportunity of obſerving a great Deal of 
Beauty in a very handſome Woman, and as much 
Wit in an ingenious Man turned into Deformity in 


Sthe one, and Abſurdity in the other, by the mere 


Force of Affectation. The Fair One had ſomething 
in her Perſon upon which her Thoughts were fix- . 
ed, that ſhe attempted to ſhew to Advantage in 


lerery Look, Word, and Geſture, The Gentleman 


was as diligent to do Juſtice to his fine Parts, as 


the Lady to her beauteous Form: You might ſee 


his Imagination on the Stretch to find out ſome- 


Ething uncommon, and what they call bright, to en- 


tertain her; while ſhe writhed herſelf into as many 
different Poſtures to engage him. When ſhe laugh- 


ed, her Lips were to fever at a greater Diſtance than 


ordinary to ſhew her Teeth : Her Fan was to point 
to ſomething at a Diſtance, that in the Reach ſhe 


might diſcover the Roundneſs cf her Arm; then ſhe 
is utterly miſtaken in what ſhe ſaw, ſalls back, 


ſmiles at her own Folly, and is fo wholly diſcompo- 
led, that her Tucker is to be adjuſted, her Boſom 


texpoſed, and the whole Woman put into new Airs 


and Graces. While {be was doing all this, the 


[Gallant had Time to think of ſomething very plea» 


ſant to ſay next to her, or make ſome unkind Ob- 


ſervation on ſome other Lady to feed her Vanity. 
| Theſe unhappy Effects of Affectation, naturally led 
me to look into that ſtrange State of Mind which 
[Ho generally diſcolours the Behaviour of moſt People 


we mect with, 
The learned Dr Burnet, in his Theory of the Earth, 
lakes Occaſion to obſerve, That every Thought is 
at- 
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attended with Conſciouſneſs and Repreſentativeneſi 
the Mind has nothing preſented to it, but what is in. 
mediately followed by a Reflection or Conſciency, 
which tells you whether that which was ſo preſent 
is graceful or unbecoming, This Act of the Ming 
diſcovers itſelf in the Geſture, by a proper Behavioy 
in thoſe whoſe Conſciouſneſs goes no further thay 
to direct them in the juſt Progreſs of their preſent 
Thought or Action; but betrays an Interruption in 
every ſecond Thought, when the Conſciouſneſj 
employed in too fondly approving a Man's own Coy. 
ceptions ; which Sort of Conſciouſneſs is what w: 


call Affectation. \ 
As the Love of Praiſe is implanted in our Boſon Mr 

as a ſtrong Incentive to worthy Actions, it is a very Wthe 
difficult Taſk to get above a Deſite of it for Thing ha 
that ſhould be wholly indifferent, Women, whole Neui 
Hearts are fixed upon the Pleaſure they have in the Pts 
Conſciouſneſs that they are the Objects of Love ad Pe. 
Admiration, are ever changing the Air of their Vi. 
Countenances, and altering the Attitude of ther Spe 
Bodies to ſtrike the Hearts of their Beholders, with bei 
new Senſe of their Beauty. The drefling Part « pre 
our Sex, whoſe Minds are the ſame with the ſillet act 
Part of the other, are exactly in the like uneaſy Con- n 
dition to be regarded for a well tied Cravat, an Hat 2 
cocked with an unuſual Briskneſs, a very well choſen ia 
Coat, or other Inſtances of Merit, which they Af 
impatient to ſee unobſerved. ſo 
But this apparent Affectation, ariſing from an il: 
govern'd Conſciouſneſs, is not fo much to be won- n 
dered at in ſuch looſe and trivial Minds as thele: | 
But when you ſee it reign in Characters of Worth uc 
and Diſtinction, it is what you cannot but lament, not dat 
without ſome Indignation. It creeps into the Heart Vi 
of the wife Man, as well as that of the Coxcomb. e 


When you ſee a Man of Senſe look a>cut for Applaulc e 

and diſcover an itching Inclination to be commendes; 

lay Traps tor a little Incenſe, even from thoſe wy of 
| pls 
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Opinion be values in nothing but his own Favour : 
im. \V ho is ſafe againſt this Weakneſs; or who knows 

whether he is guilty of it or not? The beſt Way to 
Woct clear of all ſuch light Fondneſs for Applauſe, 


lint is, to take all poſſible Care to throw off the Love of 
ou Wi: upon Occaſions that are not in themſelves lauda- 
han ple; but, as it appears, we hope for no Praiſe from 
ſent them. Of this Nature are all Graces in Men's Per- 


ons, Dreſs, and bodily Deportment; which will 


bn naturally be winning and attractive if we think not 
on- of them, but Joſe their Force in Proportion to our 
pe Endeavour to make them ſuch. 


When our Conſciouſneſs turns upon the main De- 
ſign of Life, and our Thoughts are employed upou 


very ide chief Purpoſe either in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, we 
ings WW fhall never betray an AﬀeCtation, for we cannot be 
hole N guilty of it: But when we give the Paſſion for 
1 the WW Praiſe and unbridled Liberty, our Pleaſure in little 


Perſections, robs us of what is due to us for great 
E Virtues and worthy Qualities, How many excellent 
Speeches and honeſt Actions are loſt, for Want of 

being indifferent where we ought? Men are op- 
preſſed with Regard to their Way of ſpeaking and 
acting, inſtead of having their Thoughts bent upon 
what they ſhould do or fay ; and by that Means bury 
a Capacity for great Things, by their Fear of failing 
in indifferent Things. This perhaps, cannot be called 
Affe ctation; but it bas ſome T incture of it, at leaſt 
ſo far, as that their Fear of erring in a Thing of no 


[Conſ:quence, argues they would be too much pleaſed 
in pertorming it. 


t of 
illet 
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eſe : It is only from a thorough Diſregard to himſelf in 
Toth ſuch Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable 
t, nat {WH ufficiency : His Heart is fixed upon one Point in 
Hearn Vie; and he commits no Errors becauſe he thinks 
omb, nothing an Error, but what deviates from that In- 


plauſe tention. 

nded; The wild Havock AﬀeRation makes in that Part 
whoſe Nef the World which ſhould be the moſt polite, is viſi- 
Oo CG ble 
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ble wherever we turn our Eyes. It puſhes Men, ng 
only into Impertinences in Converſation, but alſo n 
their premeditated Speeches. At the Bar it to. 
ments the Bench, whoſe Buſineſs it is to cut off 4 
Superfluities in what is ſpoken before it by th, 
Practitioner; as well as the ſeveral little Pieces d 
Injuſtice which ariſe from the Law itſelf. I hay 
ſeen it make a Man run from the Purpoſe before i 
Judge, who was, when at the Bar himſelf, fo clo 
and logical a Pleader, that with all the Pomp 
Eloquence in his Power, he never ſpoke a Word to 
much. 

It might be borne even here, but it often aſcend 


the Pulote itſelf ; and the Declaimer, in that ſacred 


Place, is frequently ſo impertinently witty, ſpeaks 
of the laſt Day itſelf with. ſo many quaint Phraſe, 
that there is no Man who underſtands Rallery, but 
muſt reſolve to ſin no more: Nay, you may behalt 
him ſometimes in Prayer, for a proper Delivery of 
the great Truth he is to utter, humble'himſelf with 
ſo very well turned a Phraſe, and mention his own 
Unworthineſs in a Way ſo very becomtag, that the 
Air of the pretty Gentleman is preierved, under the 
Lowlineſs of the Preacher. 

I ſhall end this with a ſhort Letter I writ the other 
Day to a very witty Man, over-run with the Fault 


I'am ſpeaking of. 


Dear Sir, 


& I ſpent ſome Time with you the other Day, and 
muſt take the Liberty of a Fr nd to tell you of the 
unſufferable Affectation you ate guilty of in all you 
ſay and do, When I gave you a Hint of it, you 

d me whether a Man is to be cold to what his 
Friends think of him? No; but Praiſe is not to be 
the Entertainment of eve:y Moment: He that hopes 
for it muſt be able to ſuſpend the Poſleſſion of 
till proper Periods of Life, or Death ittclf, If you 


would not rather be (ommended than be Praſſe. 
Wortny, 


T3 TX 
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worthy, contemn little Merits ; and allow no Man 
do be ſo free with you as to praife you to your Face. 
Your Vanity by this Means will want its Food, At 
the ſame Time your Paſſion for Eſteem will be mote 
fully gratified ; Men will praite you in their Actions: 
Where you now receive one Compliment, you will 
then receive twenty Civilities. Till then, you will 
never have of either, further than, SIR, 

Tours, &c.“ 


„ dt 


—9é, 


On MO PDV EST x. 


True Modeſty is aſhamed of every Thing that is Criminal : 
Falſe Modefty of every Thing that is wnfaſbionable. 
Addiſon, 
ODESTY is not only an Ornament, bat alſo 
a Guard to Virtue. F: is a Kind of quick and 
delicate Feeling in the Soul, which makes her ſhrink 
and withdraw herſelf from every "Thing that has 
Danger in it. It is ſuch an exquiſite Senſibility as 
warns her to ſhun the firſt Appearance of ever 
Thing which is hurtful. * 

E cannot at preſent recollect either the Place or 
Time of what I am going to mention; but I have 
read ſomewhere in the Hiſtory of ancient Greece, 
that the Women of the Country were ſeized with 
an unacountable Melancholy, which diſpoſed ſeve. 
nl of them to make away with themſelves. The 
vnate, aſter having tried many Expedients to pre- 
rent this Self- Murder, which was fo frequent among 
them, publiſhed an Edict, that if any Woman what- 
ever ſhould lay violent Hands upon herſelf, her 
Corpſe ſhould be expoſed naked in the Street, and 
dragged about the City in the moſt public Manner, 
This Edict immediately put a Stop to the Practice 
which was before fo common, We may ſee in this 
Inſtance the Strength of female Modeſty, which 
as able to overcome the Violence even of Madnefs 
G 2 and 


76 The PTEASI NG INSTRUCTOR, 


and Deſpair, The Fear of Shame, in the Fair Sy 
was in thoſe Days more prevalent than that 0 
Death, 

If Modeſty has ſo great an Influence over our Ac. 
tions, and is in many Caſes ſo impregnable a Feng, 
to Virtue ;3 what can more undermine Morality than 
that Politeneſs which reigns among the unt binkin 
Part of Mankind, and treats as unfaſhionable the 
moſt ingenuous Part of Bchaviour; which r. 
commends Impudence as good Breeding, and keeps 
a Man always in Countenance, not becauſe he is in- 
nocent, but becauſe he is ſhameleſs! | 

Seneca thought Modeſty ſo great a Check to Viee, 
that he preſcribes to us the Practice of it in ſecret, 
and adviſes us to raiſe it in ourſelves upon imaginary 
Occaſions, when ſuch as are real do not offer them. 
ſelves; for this is the Meaning of his Precept, that 
when we are by ourſelves, and in our greatcſt So- 
litudes, we ſhould fancy that Cats Ranges before vs, 
and fees every I hing we do. Ia ſhort, if you bauich 
Modefly out of the World, ſhe carrics away with 
her half the Virtues that are 1n it, 

After theſe Reflections on Modeſty, as it is a Vir- 
tue, I muſt obſerve, that there is a vicious Modeſty, 
which jufily deſerves to be ridiculed, and which 
thoſe Perſons very often diſcover, who value them» 
ſelves moſt upon a well-bred Confidence. Tiis 
happens when a Man is aſhamed to act up to his 
Reaſon, and would not upon any Conſideration be 
ſurprized in the Practice of thoſe Duties, for tie 
Performance of which he was ſent in'o the World, 
Many an impudent Libertine would bluſh to be 
caught in a ſerious Dilcourſe, and would fc-rce be 
able to ſhew his Head, after having diſcloſed a fel 
gious Thought. Decency of Behaviour, all outward 
Shew of Virtue and Abhorrence of Vice, are caie- 
fully avoided by this Set of ſhame-faced People, 3 
what would diſparage their Gaiety of Temper, and 
infallibly bring them to Diſhonour, This is * 


* 
* 
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poorneſs of Spirit, ſuch a deſpicable Cowardice, 
uch a degenerate abject State of Mind, as one would 
Erink human Nature incapable of, did we not 
ect with frequent Inſtances of it in ordinary Con- 
erfation. | 

There is another Kind of vicious Modeſty which 
akes a Man aſhamed of his Perſon, his Birth, his 
proſeſſion, his Poverty, or the like Misfortunes, 
which is was not in his Choice to prevent, and is 
not in his Power to rectify. If a Man appears ridi- 
ulous by any of the afore-mentioned Circumſtances, 
he becomes much more ſo by being out of Coun- 


ice, Nenance for them. They ſhould rather give him 
ret, WoOccaſion to ex+rt a noble Spirit, and to palliate thoſe 
ary Inpertections which are not in his Power, by theſe 
em. WP rfeRions which are ;. or to uſe a very witty Allu- 


fon of an eminent Author, he ſhould imitate Cæſar, 
who becauſe his Head was bald, covered that Defect 
with Laurels, | ; 


ith — — — —' — 
vith 
IIRTUE under AFFLICTION, Apre- 
2 ſented in the Story of AMANDA. 
M For Bl: ſings ever wait on virtuous Deeds ;. ; 
And tho a late 4 ſure Reward ſucceeds; 


Have more than once had Occaſion to mention 
| a noble Saying of Seneca the Philoſopher, That 
virtuous Perſon ſtruggling with Misfortunes, and 
fling above them, is an Object on which the Gods 
itmklres may lock down with Delight. I ſhall 
therefore fet before my Readers a Scene of this Kind 
# Ditreſs- in private Life, for. the Speculation of 


vard iis Day. 

are- An eminent Citizen; who had lived in good Fa- 
„ ion and Credit, was by a Train of Accidents, and 
8 an unavoidable Perplexity in his Affairs, reduced 
uc 


low. Conditions There is a Modeſty uſually 
G: 4 aten 


Congreve. 
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attending faultleſs Poverty, which made him rathet Mee 
chuſe to reduce his Manner of Living to bis preſent Wh 
Circumſtances, than ſolicit his Friends in order to pee 
ſupport the Shew of an Eſtate when the Subſtance Lo 
was gone, His Wife, who was a Woman of Sens ot! 
and Virtue, behaved herſelf on this Occzfion with 
uncommon Decency, and never appeared ſo ama, Wh 
ble in his Eyes till now. Inſtead of upbraiding hin ab! 
with the ample Fortune ſhe had brought, or the he 
many great Offers ſhe had refuſed for bis Sake, ſhe Mute 
redoubled all the Inftances of her Affection, whil bet 
her Husband was continually pouring out his Hezr 
to her in Complaints that he had ruined the bei 
Woman in the World. He ſometimes came Home 
at a Time when ſhe did not expect him, and fur. 
priſed her in Tears which ſhe endevoured to con. 
ceal, and always put on an Air of Chearfuln:ſs to 
receive him. To leſſen their Expence, their elde! 
Daughter (whom TI ſhall call Amanda) was ſent int 
the Country, to the Houſe of an honeſt Farmer, wid 
bad married a Servant of the Family. This younz 
Woman was apprehenſive of the Ruin which wa 
approaching, and had privately engaged a Friend it 
the Neighbourhocd to give her an Account of wht 
paſſed from Time to Time in her Father's Affin 
Amanda was in the Bloom of her Ycuth and Beauty 
when the Lord of the Manor, who often call'd ina 
the Farmer's Houſe as he followed his Country Sporty 
fell paſſionately in Love with her. He was a Va 
of great Generoſity, .but from a looſe Education 
had contracted a hearty Averſion to Marriage. fit 
therefore entertained a Deſign upon Amanda's Vit 
tue, which at preſent he thought fit to keep privit 
The innocent Creature, who. never . ſuſpeCted il 
Intentions, was pleaſed with his Perſon ; and having 
obſerved his growing Paſſion for her, hoped by 
advantageous a Match ſhe might quickly be in 20 
pacity of ſupporting her impoveriſhed Relations. Ont 
Day as he called to ſee her, he ſound. her * 1 

- ; 3 : C 


— — — © 2 My 


The PIEASING : INSTRUCTOR. 79 


ver a Letter ſhe had juſt received frony her Friend, 
nich gave an Account that her Father had lately 
been {tripped of every Thing by an Executions The 


% Lover who with ſome Difficulty found out the Cauſe : 
ene Noc her Grief. took this Occaſion, to make her a Pro- 
vith paſal. it is impoſſible to<xpreſs Amanda's Conſution 
nia. WT when ſhe found that his Pretenſious were not honour» 
him able. She was now dgſerted of all her Hopes, and 
the hid no Power to ſpeak; but ruſhing from him in the 
(he utaꝛoſt Diſtarbance, locked herfeli, up in her Cham- 
\hile ber He immediately diſpatch d a Meſſenger to her, 
lean Father with the following Letter. , 
belt $ I X, | | 
ome « ] have heard of your Misſortune, and have of- 
ar fered your Daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to 
. ſettle on her four hundred Pounds a Yeer, and to 
's 0 WY 14y down the Sum for which you are now diftreſled, 
* I wil! be ſo ingenuous as to tell you, that I do not 
int) 


intend Marriage: But if you are wiſe, you will uſe 
your Authority with her not to be too nice, when ſhe 
has an Opportunity of ſaving you and your Family, 
and of making herſelf happy. | 


ö Wi:0 
Ounz 
h wa 


= WR J am, &c. | 

Fin | This Letter came to the Hands of Amanda's Mo- | 
_m_— mier; (he opened and read it with great Surprize i 
ing and Concern. She did not think it proper ,to ex- 

pon plain herſelf to the Meſſenger, but deſir ing him to 


call again the next Morning, ſhe wrote to her 
Daughter as follows: 


Deareſt Child, 


* Your Father and I have juſt now receiveed a 
Letter from a Gentleman who pretends Love to you, 
with a Propoſal. that inſults our Misfortunes, and 
would throw us to a lower Degree of Miſery than 


i Man 
dation, 
3 he 
's Vit 
private 
Ted li 

having 


by an Thing which is come upon us. How could 
n 20 this barbarous Man think, that the tendereſt of 
e. O Parents would be tempted to ſupply their Want, 
Ta by giving op the beit of Childrea to In amy ind 


of Ruin! 
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Ruin ! It is a mean and cruel « rtifice to make this 
Propoſal. at a Time when he thinks our Neceſſities 
muſt compel us to any Thing; but we will not eat 
the Bread of Shame; and therefore we charge the: 


not to think of us, but to avoid the Snare which iz 


laid for thy Virtue, Beware of pitying us; it iz 
not ſo bad as you have perhaps been told, All 
Things will yet be well, and I ſhall write my Child 


better News. 


] have been interrupted, I know not how I wy 
moved to ſay Things would mend. As I was going 
on I was ſtartled by a Noiſe of one that knocked at 
the Door, and has brought us an unexpected Sup. 
ply of a Debt which had long been owing. Oh! 
I will now tell thee all, It is ſome Days I have liy. 
ed almoſt without Support, having conveyed what 


little Money I could raiſe, to your poor Father. Thou 


would'ſt weep to think where he is, yet be aſſured he 
will be ſoon at Liberty, That cruel Letter would 
have broke his Heart, but I have concealed it from 


him. I bave no Companion at preſent: beſides I tile 


Fanny, who ſtands watching my Looks as I write, 
and is crying for her Siſter : She ſays ſhe is ſure you 
are nat well,. having diſcovered that my preſent 
Trouble is about you, But. do not think. I would 
thus repeat my Sorrows, to grieve thee : No, it is 
to entreat thee not to make them inſupportable, by 
adding what would be worſe than all. Let us beat 
chearfully an Affliction, which we have not brought 
en ourſelves; and remember there is a Power who 
can better deliver us out of it than by the Loſs 
of thy Innocence. Heaven preſerve my deat 


OO Thy.offellimate Mather” 


The Meſſenger, notwithſtanding. he promiſed to 
deliver this Letter:to Amanda, carried it firſt to his 


Maſter, who he imagined would be glad to have an 


Opportunity of giving it into her Hands bini Bk. 


ter 
10 
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Maſter was impatient to know the Succeſs of his Pro» 
poſal ; and therefore broke open the Letter private» 
y to ſee the Contents. He was not a little moved 
zt ſo true a Picture of Virtue in Diſtreſs ; But at 
the ame Time was infinitely ſurpriſed to find his 
Offers rejected. However, he reſolved not to ſup» 
preſs the Letter, but carefully ſealed it up again, and 
carried it to Amanda, All his Endeavours to ſee 
her were in vain, till ſhe was aſſured he brought a 
Letter from her Mother, He would not part with 
it but upon Condition that ſhe ſhould read it with- 
out leaving the Room. While ſhe was peruſing it, 
he fixed his Eyes on her Face with the deepeſt At- 
tention : Her ' Concern gave a new Softneſs to her 
Beauty, and when ſhe burſt into Tears, he could 
no longer refrain from bearing a Part in her Sorrow, 
and telling her, that he too had read the Letter, and 
was reſolved to make Reparation for having been the 
Occaſion of it. My Reader will not be diſpleaſed to 
ſee the ſecond Epiſtle, Which he now wrote to Aman- 
d1's Mother. | OTE 
MADAM, 8 

“Jam full of Shame, and will never forgive my- 
ſelf, if I have not your Pardon for what I lately 
wrote It was far from my Intention to add Trou- 
ble to the AMiQed ; nor could any Thicg, but my 
being a Stranger to you, have betrayed me into a 
Fault, for which, if I live, {| ſhall endeavour to make 
yeu Amends, as a Son. You. cannot be unhzppy- 
while Amanda is your Daughter; nor ſhall be, if 
ny Thing can prevent it which is in the Power. 


of, | 
MAD AM, 

Tour meftl obedient, 
Humble Servant. 
This Letter he ſent by his Steward, and ſoon af- 
ter went up to Town-himſelf, to compleat the gene- 
was Act he had now refolved on. By his Friend- 
ſhip 
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ſhip and Afiftance Amande's Father was quickly j 
a Condition of retrieving his perplexed Affairs. Ty 
conclude he married Amanda, and enjoyed the dow 
ble Satisfaction of having reftored a worthy F amily 
to their former Proſperity, and of making himſc 
happy in an Alliance to their Virtues, 


Preliminary Addreſs prefixed to the Pim 
ſulvanmia Almanack for 17 58. 
On Otcoxomr and FRUGALITY, 


22 nor ſpend too much, be this thy Care; 
pare but to ſpend, and only ſpend to ſpares Randolph, 
Courteous Reader, | 
1. heard that nothing gives an Author ſo great 
Pleafure, as to find his Works reſpectſully quo- 
ted by other learned Authors. This Pleaſure I have 
ſeldom enjoyed; for tho' I have been, if 1 may ſay it 
without Vanity, an eminent Author (of Almanach) Ide 
annually now a full Quarter of a Century, my Bro» WW... 
ther Authors, in the ſame Way, for what Reaſon | BW... 
know not, have ever been very ſparing in their Ap- BW... 
plauſes ; and no other Author has taken the leaſt WWF... 
Notice of me, ſo that did not my Writings produce Wy, 
me ſome ſolid Pudding, the great Deficiency of Praiſe Wi; 
would have quite diſcouraged me. hel 
I concluded at length, that the People were the nac 
beſt Judges of my Merit; for they buy my Works, | 
and beſides, in my Rambles, where I am not perſon- ts 
ally known, I have frequently heard one or other of ple 
my Adages, repeated with, as poor Richard ſays, it mu 
tte End of it; this gave me ſome SatistaRion, as it S0 
ſhewed not only that my Inſtructions were regarded, Nia 
but diſcovered likewiſe ſome ReipeR for my Autho- BW, 
rity ; and I own, that to encourage the Practice of Wh, 
remembering and repeating thoſe wile Sentences, TT 
have ſometimes quoted myſelf with great Gravity. bri 
Judge then how much I muſt have been * 
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an Incident I am going to relate to you. I ſtopt my 
Morſe lately were a great Number of People were 


Lollected at a Vendue of Merchants“ Goods, The 
dow N Mour of Sale not being come, they where converſing 
mil} en the Badneſs of the Times, and one of the Compa- 
mel ny called to a plain clean old Man, with white Locks, 


« Pray Father Abraham, what thinkyou of the Ti 

ill not theſe heavy "Taxes quite ruin the Country 
How ſhall we be ever able to pay them ? What 
would you adviſe us to? Father Abraham ſtood up 
nd reply d, If you would have my Advice, I will 
give it you in ſhort, for a Word to the Wiſe is e- 
nough, and many Words will nat fill a Buſhel, as 
olph, iP" Richard ſays.” They joined in deſiring him to 
. ſpeak his Mind, and gathering round him, he pro- 
ceeded as follows : | | | 


great Friends, ſays he, and Neighbours, the Taxes are 
q0- ¶ indeed very heavy, and if thoſe laid on by the Govern= 
have ment were the only ones we had to pay, we might 
ay it note eafily diſcharge them; but we Bave many o- 
ck) thers, and much more grievous to ſome of us. We 
Bro» ar taxed twice as much by our Idleneſs, three Times 
lon I Ws much by our Pride, and four Times as much. by 
Ap. eur Folly, and from theſe Taxes. the Commiſſioners 
lealt Neꝛnnot eaſe or deliver us by allowing an Abatement. 
duce flonever, let us hearken to good Advice, and ſome- 
fail thing may be done for us: God helps them that 

help themſelves,” as poor Richard ſays, in his Alma- 
» the rack for 1733, | 3 
rks, It would be thought a hard Government that ſheuld 
ſon. ex its People one tenth Part of their Time to be em- 
er of ployed in its Service. But Idleneſs taxes many of us 
„ „ nuch more, if we teckon all that is ſpent in abſolute 
as it WS 'oth or doing of nothing, with that which is ſpent 
ded, Mia idle Employments or Amuſements, that amount to 
* nothing. Sloth, by bringing on Dileaſes, abſolutely 


ſhortens Life. Sloth, like Ruft, conſumes faſter 
than Labour wears, whilſt the uſed Key is always 
* bright,” as pcor Richard ſazs. But doſt thou love 


Life? 


| 
' 
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| 
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and Honour ;** but then the Trade muſt be work- 
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Life? Then do not ſquander Time, fur that is the Sug 
Life is made of, as pozr Richard ſays, How much 
more than is neceſſaty do we ſpend in Sleep ! forge, 
ting that, the ſleeping” Fox catches no Poultry, ani 
that there will be ſleeping enough in the Grave,” , 
poor Richard ſays, If Time be of all Things the 
moſt precious, waſting Time muſt be, as poor Richar] 
ſays, the greateſt Prodigality,” ſince, as he elſewher 
tells us, Loſt Time is never found zgain ; an 
what we call Time enough, always proves little. 
nough:”” Let us then up and be doing, and doing 
to the Purpoſe ; ſo by Diligence ſhall we do mor 
with leſs Perplexity. - ** Sloth makes all T hing 
difficult, but Induſtry eaſy, as poor Richard ſay, 
and he that riſe h late, muſt trot all Day, and {hal 
ſcarce overtake his Buſineſs at Night, While Liz. 
neſs travels fo ſlowly, that Poverty ſoon overtaks 
him,” as we read in poor Richard, who adds, © driv 
thy Buſineſs, let not that drive thee ; and early i 
Bed, and early to riſe make a Man healthy, wealthy, 
and wiſe,” | 
So that what ſignifics wiſhing and hoping for bet- 
ter Times ? We may make theſe Times better if 
we beſtir ourſelves. ** Induſtry needs not wiſh, as pur 
Richard ſays, and he that lives upon Hope will die 
faſting, There ate no Gains without Pains; then 
help Hands for I have no Lands,“ or if I have they 
are ſmartly taxed, And, as pier Richard likervije the 
ſerves, „He that hath a Trade hath an Eſtate, and 
he that hath a Calling hath an Office of Prifit 


ed at, and the Calling well followed, or neither the 
Eſtite, nor the Office, will enable us to pay our 
Tax:s.—lIf we are induftrious we ſhall never ſtarve; 
for, as poor Richard ſays, ** At the working Man's 
Houſe Hunger looks in, but dares not enter.“ Nit 
will the Bailiff or the Conſtable enter, for, „ Tncu* 
try pays Debts, while Defpair increaſeth them, 
Jays poor Rachard.— What though you have found 


[19 
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o Treaſure, nor has any rich Relations left you a 
« WLegacy, © Diligence is the Mother of good Luck, 
« , pf Richard ſays, and God gives all Things to In- 


nl Wcoſtry. Then plough deep, while Sluggards ſleep, 
und you ſhall have Corn to fell and to keep, ſays 
be WWW or Diet. Work while it is called To-day, for 
you know not how much you may be hindred To- 
morrow, which makes poor Richard ſay, ** One To- 


ant Neay is worth two To morrows ;” and farther, **Have 
 e- ou ſomewhat to do To-morrow ? Do it To. day.“ 
ding ir you were a Servant, would you not be aſhamed a 


good Maſter ſhould catch ycu idle? Are you 
then your own Maſter, ** and not aſhamed to catch 
yourſelf idle, as poor Dick ſay; When there is 
ſo much to be done for yourſelf, your Family your 
ountry, and your gracious King, be up by Peep 


akes ef Day; Let not the Sun look down and fay, 
de WF inglorious here he lies.“ Handle your Las Sri 
% ut Mittens 3 “ remember that the Cat in Gloves 
lthy, ches no Mice, as poor Richard ſays, Tis true 


here is much to be done, and perhaps you are weak 
banded, but ſtick to it ſteadily, and you will ſee great 
ffects, for ** Conſtant dropping wears away Stones, 
nd by Diligence and Patience the Mouſe eat into 
de Cable; and little Strokes fell great Oaks,” as 


bets 
er if 
J ptr 
ill die 


then er Richard ſays in bis Almanack, the Vear I cannot 
ther itt now remember, | | 

e Methinks I hear ſome of you ſay, «© Muſt a Man 
„ and WiWitord himſelf no Leiſure?” I will tell thee, my 


Preft Nrend, what poor Richard ſays, ** Employ thy Time 


work Pell if thou meaneſt to gain Leiſure ;, and ſince thou 
cr the t not ſure of a Minute, throw not away an Hour,” 
:y our iure, is Time doing ſomething uſeful. This Lei- 
tarve ; Wie the diligent Man will obtain, but the lazy Man 
Mans er: So that, as poor Richard ſays, ** A Life of 

Not Neiſure and a Life of Lazineſs are two Things.“ Do 


Indu- 
hem, 
found 
[19 


ou imagine that Sloth will afford you more Comfort 
an Labour? No, for, as poor Richard ſays, ** Trou- 
le ſprings from Idleneſs, and grievous Toil from 

H need 
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needleſs Eaſe. Many without Labour, would live 
by their Wits only, but they break for Want 9 
Stock.“ Whereas Induſtry gives Comfort, and Plen. 


ty and Reſpect : “ Fly Pleaſures, and they will d. . 8 
low you. The diligent Spinner has a large Shit: o 
and now I have a Sheep and a Cow, every Body hy RE" 
me Good-morrow ;” all which is well ſaid by tu UCC 
Ric hard. ps ht 
But with our Induſtry, we muſt likewiſe be Rex, on 
ſettled and careful, and overſee our own Affairs wih tC 
our own Eyes, and truſt not too much to others; +. 1 
for, as poor Richard ſays, | 1 
4 I never ſaw an oft removed Tree, 
«© Nor yet an oft removed Family, 6 
©* Yhat throve ſo <vell as theſe that ſettled be," Im 
And again, Three Removes is as bad as a F; 1.7; 
and again, Keep thy Shop and thy Shop vill re 
"keep thee;“ and again, If you would have you ou 
Buſineſs done, go; if not, ſend; and again, 1 
«© He that by the Plough would thrive, har 
« Himfelf muſt either bold or drive. 
And again, 'The Eye of a Maſter will do mor 5 
Work than both his Hands; and again, “ Wan 
of Care does us more Damage than Want of Know nd 
ledge;“ and again. Not to overſee Workmen, is nn 
leave them your Purſe open.“ Truſting tco much 
to others Care is the Ruin of many; for, as the Aer 
manack ſays, “ In the Affairs of this World, Men at Wil; 
ſaved, not by Faith, but by the Want of it; but 
Man's own Care is profitable; for, /aith por Dich Wi 
4 Leafning is, to the Studious, and Riches to ar. 
Careful, as well as Power to the Bold, and Heaven en 
the Virtuous.** And further, If you would hates 
a faithful Servant, and one that you like, ſerve vn 
ſelf.” And again, he adviſeth to Circumſpecta gl þ 
and Care, even in the ſmalleſt Matters, becauſe ſom eri 
times, A little Neglect may breed great Miſchie'; y 
adding, for Want of a Nail the Shoe was loſt; i Won, 


Want of a Shoe the Horſe was loſt ; and ſor we 
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fa Horſe the Rider was loſt,“ being overtaken and 
lain by the Enemy; all for Want of Care about a 


Horſe- hoe Nail. 
So much for Induſtry, my Friends, and Attention 


gil, if we would make our Induftry more certainly 


as he guts, keep his Noſe all his Life to the Grine- 
tone, and die not worth a Groat at the laſt. A fat 
Kitchen makes a lean Will,” as poor Richard ſays, and, 
Alam Eſtates are ſpent in the getting, 8 
© Since N oman for Tea forſook Spinning and Knitting, 
i ind en for Punch forſcok Fiewing and Splitting 


\[manack, think of ſaving as well as getting: The 
adizt have not made Spain rich, becauſe her Outgoes 
Ke greater than her Incomes.” Away then wieh 
our expenſive Follies, and you will not have ſo much 
Cauſe to complain of hard Times, heavy Taxes, and 
chargeable Families ; for, as poor Dick ſays, 


« Women and Wine, Game and Peceit, 
* Lake the Wealth ſmall, and the Manis great.” 


ind farther, ©* What maintains one Vice, would 


much What a little Tea, or a little Punch now and then, 
e et a little more coſtly, Cloaths a little finer, and a 
en alt Wile Entertainment now and then, can be no great 
but latter; but remember what poor Richard ſays, 
n Many a little makes a mickle;” and farther, “Be- 
0 U 


pare of little Expences; a ſmall Leak will fiok a 
preat Ship;“ and again“ Who Dainties love, ſhall 


| have e ggars prove; and moreover, Fools make Feaſts, 
Jab nd wile Men eat them.“ | | 

etion Here you are all got together at this Vendue of Fi- 
ſome eres and K nicknacks. You call them Goods, but 
* ou do not take Care, they will prove Evils to 


ome of you. You expect they will be ſold cheap; 


Wait ad perhaps they may for leſs than they coſt ; but if 
H 2 


o 


g one's own Buſineſs; but to theſe we muſt add Fru- 


uccelsful. A Man may if he knows not how to ſave 


« If you would be wealthy, ſays he, in another 


ring up two Children,” You may think perbaps, 


you 
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you have no Occaſion for them, they muſt be dear ty 
you, Remember what por Richard ſays, g 

what thou haſt no need of, and ere long thou ſhz|: 
fell thy Necefſiries.” And again, At a great Pen. 
ny worth pauſe a while :”* He means, that perhaps the 
Cheapneſs is apparently only, and not real ; or the 
Bargain, by ftraitning thee in thy Buſineſs, may do 
thee more Harm than Good. For in another Place 
he ſays, Many have been ruined by buying good 
Penny worths,” Again, poor Richard ſays, *« Tj 
fooliſh to lay out Money in a Purchaſe of Repen- 
tance z” and yet this Folly is practiſed every Day at 
Vendues, for Want of minding the Almanzck, Wie 
Men, as poor Dick ſays, learn by others Harms, Foch 


ſcarcely by their own; but felix quem faciunt alina Ap 
pericula cautum.”* Many a one for the Sake of Finery Wi (ay 
on the Back, have gone with a hungry Belly, and WW to! 
half-ſtarved their Families; “ Silks and Sattins, Sca. Fo 
lets and Velvets, as Poor Richard /ays. put out tte {wi 
Kitchen Fire Theſe are not the Neceſſaries of Life; | 
they can ſcaicely be called the Conveniznces ; and 
yet only becauſe they look pretty, how many want to 
have them? The artificial Wants of Mankind thus 7 
become more numerous than the natural; and, 48 th: 
por Dick ſays, ** For one poor Perſon there are an 1 
hundred Indigent,” By theſe, and other FE xirava- bl 
gancies, the genteel are reduced to Poverty, and f- 
ced to borrow of thoſe whom they formerly deſpiſed, . 
but who through Induſtry and Fruga'ity have main- Wil lo 
tained their Standing; in which Caſe is appears 2 
plainly that ** A Ploughman on his Legs is bigbet lo 
than a Gentleman on his Knees,” as pur Richard 
/ays Perhaps they have had a ſmall Eftate left them 
which they knew not the getting of, they think, 
„it is Day and will never be Night ;** that a lit! 
to be ſpent out of ſo much is not worth minding; 15 
d a Child and a Fool, as poor Richard ſays, imagine y 
twenty Shillings and twenty Vers can never be b, 


ſpent, but, always taking out of the Meal Tub, ard 
never 
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never putting in, ſoon comes to the Bottom; the! , 
＋ poor Dick ſays, **When the Well is dry, the | know 
the Worth of Water.” But ths they might have 
wnown. before, if they had taken his Advice: ( If 
you would know the Value of Money, 80 and try to 
bortow ſome; for he that goes a borrowing goes a 
ſotrowing;“ and indeed ſo does he that lends to ſuch, 
People, when he goes to get it again. Poor Dick. 
father adviſes, and ſays, Ag 

% Find Pride and Dreſs is ſure a very Curſe ; . 

Her Fancy you conſult, conſult your Purſe ** 


And again, Pride is as loud a Beggar as Want, and 
2 great deal more ſaucy.” When you have bought” 
one fine Thing you muſt buy ten more, that yourr 
Appearance may be all of a Piece; but por Dick 
ſays, It is eaſier to ſuppreſs the firſt Diſire, than 
to ſatisfy all that follows it.“ And that it is as truly 
Folly for the Poor to ape the Rich, as the Frog to 
ſwell, in order to equal the Ox. 8. 10 


© Great Eſtates may venture more, 
* But littie Boats ſhould keep near Shore 


© It is however a Folly ſoon puniſhed ; for Pride 
that dines on Vanity, ſups on Contempt.” as poor” 
Richard ſays. And in another Place, Pride breax- 
falted with Plenty, dined with Poverty, and ſupped : 
with Infamy.'* And after all, of what Uſe is this 
Pride of Appearance, for which ſo much is risked, 
ſo much is ſuffered ? It cannot promote Health, or 
eaſe Pain; it makes no encreaſe of Merit in the Per- 
loa, it creates Envy, it haſtens Misfortune. 
%, bat is a Butterfly ? At beſt F 
He s but a Caterpiller dreſt: | £ 
* The gaudy Fop's bis Piftare juſt ** , 
But what Madneſs muſt it be to run in Debt for 
theſe Superfluities! We are offered, by the Terms 
of this Vendue, ſix Months Credit; and that per- 
baps has induced ſome of us to attend it, becauſe-: 
H we - 
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we.c:nnat ſpare the ready Money, and hope naw to 
be fine without it, But ah ! think what you do 
when, you run in Debt; you give to another Power 
over your Liberty. If you cannot pay. at the Time, 
yon will be aſhamed to ſee your Creditor ;z you wil 
be in Feat when you ſpeak to him; you will make 
nor pitiful ſneaking Excuſes, and by Degrees come 
to {looſe your Veracity, and ſink into baſe doun. 
right, Lying; for, as power Richard ſays, * The ſe. 
cond Vice is Lying, the firſt is running in Debt” 
And again to the ſame Purpoſe, ©* Lying rides upon 
Debt's Bzck.” Whereas a freeborn Engli/tna 
cught not to be aſhamed or afraid to ſee or ſpeak tg 
any Maa living. But Poverty often deprives a Man 
of all Spirit and Virtue: © It is bard for an empty 
Beg to ſtand upright,”” as poor Richard truly ſay, 
Wat wculd you think of that Fa or that Govern.· 
ment, who would iſſue an Edict forbidding you to 
dreſs like a Gentleman or a Gentle woman, on Pain of 
impriſonment or Servitude? Would you nct ay, that 
you are free, have a Right to dreſs as you pleaſe, and 
that ſuch an Edict would be a Breach of your Privi- 
leges, and ſuch a Government tyrannical? Ard 
yet you are about to put yourſelf under that Tyranny 
when you run in Debt for ſuch Dreſs ! Your Creci- 
tor has Authority at his Pleaſure to deprive you of 
your Liberty, by confining you in. Jail, for Life, or 
by ſelling you for a Servant, if you ſhould not be able 
to pay him. When you have got your Bargain, yu 
may, perhars. think little of Payment; but Credi- 
tors,” as poor Dick tell us, have beiter Memories 
than Debtors ;”? and in another Place ſays, ** Credi- 
tors are a ſuperſtitious Sect, great Obſervers of ſet 
Days and Times,” The Day comes round bcfore 
you are aware. end the Demand is made before you 
are prepared to ſatisfy it. Or if you bear your Debt 
in Mind, the Term which at firſt ſeemed fo long, 
will, as it leſſens, appear extremely ſhort, Time wil 
ſ-em to have added Wings to his Heels as moy 
:0uls 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. gt 


Shoulders. T hoſe have a ſhort Lent, ſaith poor 
Richard, who owe Money to be paid at Eafter.”” 


Ihen fince as be ſays, ©©_T he Borrower is a Slave to 


the Lender, and the Debtor to the Creditor,“ . dif- 
Jain the Chain, preſerve your Freedom; and main- 
tain your Independency : Be induſtrious and free; 
be frugal and free. At preſent, perhaps, you may 
think yourſelf in thriving Circumſtances, and that 
you can bear a little Extravagance without Injury 3 
but, 89 2 


« Fir Ace and Want, ſave while you may ; 
% No Morning Sun lafts a whole Day.“ 


fs peer Richard ſays—Gain may be temporary and 
uncertain, but ever while you live, Expence is con- 
ſlant and certain; and “ 'tis eaſier to bui!d two 
Ch'mneys than to keep one in Fuel, as pror Richard 
ſays, So rather go to Bed ſupperlefs than riſe in Debt.“ 


Get what you can, and what's got, fairly hold ; 
% /i the Stone that will turn all ycur Lad into Gold 


I. peer Richard ſays. And when you have got the 
Philoſopher's Stone, ſure you will no longer com- 
plain of bad Times, or the D fliculty of paying Taxes, 

This Doctrine, mv Friends, is Reaſon and Wif- 
dom ; but after all, do' not depend too much upon 
your own Indufiry, and Frugality, and Prudence, 
though excellent "Things, for they may all be blaſted 
without the Bleſſing of Heaven; and therefore ask 
that Bleſſing humbly, and be not uncharitable to 
thoſe that at preſent ſeem to want it, but comfort 
and help them. Remember 7ob ſuffered, and was 
alterwards proſperous. 

And now to conclude, ©: Experience keeps a dear 
School, but Fools will learn ia no other, and ſcarce - 
in that; for it is true, we may give Advice but we 
cannot give Conduct,“ as poor Richard ſays ; Hows 
erer remember this, They that will not be coun» 

| {{11-d, - 
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ſeſſed, cannot be helped, as pocr Richard ſays: And 
farther, That if you will not hear Reaſon, ſhe will 
ſutely rap your Knuckles.“ LS ha, 
PFhus the old Gentleman ended his Hatengue. 

'Fhe People heard it, and approved the D. Arine; 
but immediately practiſed the contrary, juſt as if it 
had been a common Sermon; for the Vendue ope ned, 
and they began to buy extravagantly, notwithſtand - 
ing all his Cautious, and their own Fear of Taxes... 
Iitound the good Man had thoroughly ſtudied my 
Almanacks, and digeſted all I had dropt on thoſe 
Topics during the Courſe of five and:twenty Year, 
The frequent Mention he made of me muſt have 
tired any one elſe, but my Vanity was wonder fully 
delighted with it, tbough 1 was conſcious that not 
a tenth Patt of the Wiſdom was my own which he 
aſeribed to me, but tather the Gleanings I had made. 
of the Senſe of all Ages and Nations. However 
J reſolved to be the better for the Echo of it; and 
though I had at firſt detetmined to buy Stuff for a 
new Coat, I went away reſolving tio weir my old one 
a little longer. Reader, if thou wilt do.the ſame, 
thy Profit will be as great as mine. 

91% lam, as ever, 

ly 7, 1757. Thine to ſerve thee, 

TY iS os RICHARD SANDERS, 


„9 * * 
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On CLEANLINESS. 
*Tis Beauty points, but Neatneſs guides the * 
5 : Pope. 
Had Occaſion to go a few Miles out of Town, 
ſome Days ſince, in a Stage-Coach, where [ had 
for my Fellow Travellers a dirty Beau, and a pretty ' 
young Quaker Woman. Having no [nclination 10 
talk much at that Time, I placed myſelf backward, 
with a Deſign to ſurvey them, and pick a Sp*-cuia- 
in out ef my two Companions, Their different 
* ö Figures 
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Figures were ſufficient of themſelves to draw my 
Attention, The Gentleman was dreſſed in a Suit, 
the Ground whereof had been black, as I perceived 
from ſome few Spaces that had eſcaped the Powder, 
which was incorporated with the greateſt Part of 
his Coat : His Perriwig, which coft no ſmall Sum, 
was after ſo flovenly a Manner caſt over his Shoul- 
ders, that it ſeemed not to have been combed ſince 
the Year 1712; bis Linen, which was not much 
concealed, was daubed with plain Spaniſh, from the 
Chin to the loweſt Button, and the Diamond upcn 
bis Finger (which naturally dreaded the Water) 
put me in Mind how it ſparkled amidſt the Rubbiſh 
of the Mine, where it was firſt diſcovered, On the 
other Hand, the pretty Quaker appeared in all the 
Elegance of Cleanlineſs. Not a Speck was to be 
found upon her, A clear clean oval Face, juſt 
edged about with little thin Plates of the pureft 
Cambrics, received great Advantages from the Shade 
of her black Hood; as did the Whiteneſs of her 
Arms from that ſober-colcured Stuff, in which ſhe 
had cloathed herſelf, The Plainneſs of her Dreſs 
was very well ſuited to the Simplicity of her Phraſes; 
all which put together, though they could not give 
me a great Opinion of her Religion, they did of her 
Innocence, 

This Adventure oceaſioned my throwing together 
a ſew Hints upon Cleanlineſs, which J ſhall conſider 
as one of the Half-uirtues, as Arifletle calls them, 
and ſhall recommend it under the three following 
Heads. As it is a Mark of Politeneſs: As it pro- 
— Lore; and as it bears Analog y to Purity of 

lind. 

Firſt, It is a Mark of Politeneſs. It is univerſally 
zpreed upon, that no cne unadorned with this Vit- 
toe, can go into Company without giving a maniſeſt 
Offence, Tie eaſier, or higher ary one's Fortune 
8, this Duty riſes proportionably. The different 
Nations of the World are as much diſtinguiſhed by 
| their 
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their Cleanlineſs, as by their Arts and Sciences, In 
The more any Country. is civilized, the more they mak 
conſult this Part of Politeneſs. We nted but com. jn ce 
pare our Ideas of a Female Hotentot and an Englih ligio 
Beauty, to be ſatisfied of the Truth of what hath WH whi 
been advanced, | WT Bat 

In the next Place Cleanlineſs may be ſaid to be Nat 
the Foſter-mather of Love. Beauty indeed moſt nier 
commonly produces that Paſſion in the Mind, but the 
Cleanlineſs preſerves it, An indifferent Face and Pur 


Perſon, kept in perpetual Neatneſs, hath won many 
a Heart from a pretty Slattern. Age itſelf is not un- 
amiable, while it is preſerved clean and unſullied: 
Like a Picce of Metal conſtantly kept ſmooth and 
bright, we look on it with more Pleaſure than on a 
new Veſſel that is cankered with Ruſt. 

I might obſerve farther, that '#8—Cleanlineſs ren- 
ders us agiceable to others; ſo it makes us eaſy to 
ourſelves; that it is an «xcellent Preſervative of 
Health; and that ſeveral Vices deſtr uftive both to 
Mind and Body, are inconſiſtent with the Habit of 
it. But theſe Reflections I ſhall leave to the Leiſure 
of my Readers, and ſhall obſerve in the third Place, 
that it bears a great Analogy with Purity of Mind, 
=_ naturally inſpires reſined Sentiments and Pa- 

ns. 

We find ſtom Experience, that through the Pre- 
valence of Cuſtom, the moſt vicious Actions Joſe 
their Horror, by being made familiar to us. On 
the contrary, thoſe who live in the Neighbourhood 
of good Examples, fly from the firſt Appearance of 
what is ſhocking. It fares with us much after ihe 
ſame Manner, as to our Ideas. Our Senſes, which 
are the Inlets to all the Images conveyed to the 
Mind, can only tranſmit the Impreſſion of ſuch 
Things as uſually ſurround them. So that pure and 
unſullied Thoughts are naturally ſuggeſted to the 
Mind, by thoſe Objects that perpetually encompaſs 
us, when they are beautiful and clegent in their * 
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In the Eaſt where the Warmth of the Climate 


makes Cleaniineſs more immediately neceſſary than 
in colder Countries, it is made one Part of their Re- 
ligion : The Fewich Law, (and the Mahometan, 
which in ſome Things copies after it) is fi led with 
Bathings, Purifications, and other Rites of the like 


Nature» Though there is the above-named conve- 
nient Reaſon to be aſſigned for theſe Ceremonies, 
the chief Intention undoubtedly was to tipify inward 
Purity and Cleanlineſs of Heart by thoſe outward 
Waſhings. We read ſeveral Injunctions of this Kind 
in the Book of Deuteronomy, which confirm this 
Truth; and which are but ill accounted for by ſay- 
ing, as ſome do, that they were only inſtituted for 
Convenience, in the Deſart, which otherwiſe could 
not have been habitable for ſo many Years, 

I ſhall conclude this Eſlay, with a Story which I 
have ſomewhere heard in an Account of Mabometan 
Superſtitions, | 

A Derviſe of great Sanity one Morning had the 
Misfortune as he took up a cryſtal Cup, which was 
conſecrated to the Prophet, to let it fall upon the 
Ground, and daſh it in Pieces, His Son coming 
in, fome Tims after, he ſtretched out his Hands to 
bleſs him, as his Manner was every Morning ; but 
the Youth going out ſtumbled over the T hreſhold 
and broke his Arm. As the old Man wondered at 
theſe Events, a Caravan paſſed by in i's Way from 
Mecca. The Derviſe approiched to beg a Bleſ- 
ſing; but as he ſtroked one of the holy Camels, he 
received a Kick from the Beaſt, that ſorely bruiſed 
him, His Sorrow and Amazement increaſed upon 
him, til! he recollected that through Hurry and 
Inadvertency he had that Morning come abroad 
without waſhing his Hands. 


On 
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If with a Fod or Knave, 1 Carus ſee; 
A Knave or Fool, Carus PII ſenterce thee, Sandys, 


O be courteous to all, but familiar with few, j 
a Maxim which I once deſpiſed, as origin! 

proceeding from a mean and contracted Mind, thy 
frigid Caution of Weakneſs and Timidity. A tang 
and indiſctiminate Civility I imputed to a Dread d 
the Contempt or the Petnlancy of others, to Fer 
from which the Wit and the Gentleman are exemp- 
ed by a Conſciouſneſs of their own Dignity, by thei 
Power to depreſs Inſolence, and ſilence Ridicule; 
and a general Shyneſs and Referve I conſidered a 
the Reproach of our Country, as the Effect of an 
illiberal Education, by which neither a polite Ad. 
dreſs, an eaſy Confidence, or a general Acquaintance 
with public Life is to be acquired: This Opinion 
which continued to flatier the Levity and Pride that 
produced it, was ſtrengthened by the Example of 
thoſe whoſe Manner in the Diffidence of Youth [ 
wiſhed to imitate, who entered a mixed Company 
with an Air of ſerene Familiarity, accoſted eyery 
Man like an old Acquaintznce, and thought only df 
making Sport of the Reſt of any with whom theic 
Caprice ſhould happen to be offended, without Re. 
gard to their Age, Character or Condition. 

But I now wiſh, that I had regulated my Conduct 
by the Maxims which I deſpiſed, for I ſhould then 
have eſcaped a Misfortune which I ſhall never te- 
trieve; and the Senſe of which I am now endes- 
vouring to ſuſpend by relating it to you as a Leſion 
to others, and conſidering my Loſs of Happineſs a 
an Acquiſition of Wiſdom. 

While I was in France with a travelling Tutor. 1 
received a Letter which acquainted me that my Fx 
ther, who had been long declining, was deed ; and 
that it was necetlary I ſhould immediately return to 


Em- 
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England, to take Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, which was 
not inconſiderable, though there were Mortgages 
upon it to near Halt ie Valve, i; de h 

When I arrived, I found a Letter which the old 
Gentleman had written and directed to me with his 

n Hand. It contained ſome general Rules ſor my 
GntuQ, and ſome Animadverhons upon his owg : 
He took Natice of the Incumbrance under which he 
left me the paternal Inheritance, which had deſcend- 
ed through many Generations; and expreſſed the 
moſt earneſt Deſire, that it might yet be tranſmitted 
entire to Poſterity : With this View, he ſaid he had 
negociated a Marriage between me and, the only 
Daughter of his old Friend Sir George Homeſtead of 
the North, an amiable young Lady, whoſe Alliance 
would be an Honour to my Family, and whoſe For- 
tune would much more than-redeem my Eſtate. 

He had given the Knight a faithful Account of his 
Affairs, who, after having taken ſome Time to con- 


ſented to the Match, upon Condition that his 
Daughter and T ſhauld be agteeable to each other, 
and that my Behaviour ſhould confirm the Character 
which had been given of me. My Father added, 
that he hoped to hive lived till this Alliance had ta- 
ken Place; but as Providence had otherwiſe deter- 
mined, he intreated as his laſt Requeſt, that as ſoon 
3 my Aﬀaits ſhould be ſettled, and Decency would 
permit, I would make Sir George a Viſit, and neglect 
nothing to accompliſh this Purpoſe. 

| was'touched, with the Zeal and Tenderneſs of 
paternal Affection, which was then directing me to 
Happineſs; after the Heart that felt it had ceaſed to 


In the Duſt, I had alſo ſeen the Lady, not indeed 
lnce we were Children; but I remembered that her 
Perſon was agreeable, and her Temper ſweet : I did 
nat, therefore, hefitate a Moment, whether my Fa- 
wer's Injunctions t be obeyed, I proceeded to 


ſettlè 


ſider the Propoſal and canſult bis Friends, had con- 


deat, and the Hand that expreſſed it was mouldering 


| 
| 
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ſettle his Affairs; I tcok an Account of Debts 14 
Credits, viſited the Tenants, recovered my uſu 
Gaiety, and at the End of about nine Months ſet out 
for Sir George's Seat in the North; having before 
opened an epiſtolary Correſpondence, and expreſſed 
my Impatience to poſſeſs the Happineſs which my 
Father had ſo kindly ſecured. 

1 was better pleaſed to be well mounted, than tg 
Joll in a Chariot, or be jumbled in a Poſt-Chaiſe; 
and I knew that Sir George was an old Sportſman, 2 
plain hearty Blade, who would like me better in: 
Pair of Buckſkin Breeches on the Back of a pocd 
Hunter, than in a trimmed Suit, and a gaudy Equi. | 
page: I therefore ſet out on Horſeback with only cne 
Servant, and reached Stilton the firſt Night. 

In the Morning, as I was mounting, a Gentleman, 
who had juſt got on Horſeback before me, ordered 
his Servant to make fome Enquiry about the Road, 
which I happened to overhear, and told him, with 
great Familiarity, that I was going the ſame Way, 
2nd if he pleaſed we would travel together: To this 
he conſented, with as much Frankneſs, and as little 
Ceremony ; and I ſet forward greatly delighted that 
Chance had afforded me a Companion. 

We immediately entered into Converſation, and 
I ſoon found that he had been abroad : We extolled 
the Roads and the Polity of France, the Cities, the 
Palaces and the Villas, entered into a critical Exa1- 
nation of the moſt celebrated Seats in Englard, the 
Peculiarities of the Buildings and Situation, Cross- 
ways, Market Towns, the Impoſition of Inn- keepers, 
and the Sports of the Fields; Topics by which we 

| mutually recommended ourſelves to each other, as we 

| had both Opportunities to diſcover equal Knowledge, 
and todiiplay Truth with ſuch Evidence as prevented 

Diverſity of Opinion, 
After we had rode about two Hours, we overtook 

another Gentleman, whom we accofted with the 


ſame Familiarity that we h:d uſed to each other 3 har 
as 


— — 
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uked him how far he was going, and which Way, at 
what Rate he travelled, where he put up, and many 
other Queſtions of the ſame Kind. The Gentleman, 
bo appeared to be near fifty, received our Addreſs 
with great Coldneſs, returned ſhort and indirect 
Anſwers to our Inquiries, and often looking with 

at Attention on us both, ſometimes put forward 
that he might get before us, and ſometimes checked 
his Horſe that he might remain behind. But we 
were reſolved to diſappoint him ; and finding that 
his Reſerve increaſed, and he was viſibly diſpleaſed, 
we winked at each other, and determined the Old-put 
ſhould afford us ſome Sport. After we had rode to- 
gether upon very ill Terms more than Halt an Hour, 
my Companion, with an Air of ceremonious Gravity, 
axked him if he knew any Houſe upon the Road 
where he might- be accommodated with a Wench, 
The Gentleman, who was | believe, afraid of giving 
us a Pretence to quarrel, did not reſent this Inſult 
any otherways than by making no Reply. I then 
began to talk to my Companion as if we had been 
old Acquaintances, reminding him that the Gentle- 
man exiremely reſembled a Perſon from whom we 
had taken a Girl that he was carrying to the Bagnio, 
and indeed, that his preſent Reſerve made me ſuſpect 
him to be the ſame ; but that as we were willing to 
a his Pardon, we hoped it would be forgot, and that 
we ſhould ſtill have the Pleaſure of dining together at 
the next Inn. The Gentleman was {till filent ; but 
# his Perplexity and Reſentment viſibly increaſed, he 
proportionably increaſed our Entertainment, which 
ud not, however, laſt long, for he ſuddenly turned 
down a Lane; upon which we ſet up a Horſe-laugh 
that continued till he was out of hearing, and then 
purſuing our Journey, we talked of the Adventure, 
which afforded us Converſation and Merriment for 
the reſt of the Day. | 

The next Morning we parted, and in the Evening 
lartived at Home/lead- os The old Knight receiv- 

8 ed 
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ed me with great Affection, and immediately intro. 
duced me to his Daughter, whom I now thought the 
fineſt Woman TI had ever ſeen. I could eaſily diſcover 
that I was not welcome to her, merely upon her Fa. 
ther's Recommendation, and I enjoyed by Anticiga. 
tion the Felicity which I conſidered as within m 
Graſp. But the pleaſing Scene, in which I had (ut. 
fered my Imagination to wander, ſuddenly difappezre{ 
as by the Power of Enchantment : Without any vi. 
ſible Motive, the Behaviour of the whole F amily 
was changed; my Affiduities to the Lady were re. 
preſſed; ſhe was never to be found alone; the 
Knight treated me with a cold Civility ; I was no 
longer a Party in their Viſits, nor was I willingly 
attended even by the Servants, I made many At- 
tempts to diſcover the Cauſe of this Misfortune, but 
without Succeſs ; and one Morning, when 1 had 
drawn Sir George into the Garden by himſelf, and 
was about to urge him upon the Subject, he pre. 
vented me by ſaying, that his Promiſe to my Father, 
for whom he had the higheſt Regard, as I well knew, 
was conditional; that he had always reſolved to 
leave his Daughter a free Choice; and that ſhe had 
requeſted him to acquaint me, that her Affections 
were otherwiſe engaged, and to entreat that I would 
therefore diſcontinue my Addreſſes. My Surprize 
and Concern at this Declaration were ſuch as left me 
no Power to reply: And 1 ſaw Sir Georg? turn from 
me, and go into the Houſe, without making any 
Attempt to ſtop him, or to obtain a further Explana» 
tion, Afterwards indeed I frequently expoſtulzted, 
entteated and complained z but, perceiving that all 
was ineffectual, | took my Leave, and determined 
that I would till ſolicit by Letter; for the Lady had 
taken ſuch Poſſeſſion of my Heart, that I Would 
joyſully have married her, though I had been fure 
that her Father would immediately have left all bis 
Fortune to a Stranger, 


I meditated on my epiſtolary Project all the Way 
to 
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to Lenden; and before I had been three Days in 
Town, I wrote a long Letter to Sir George, in which 
I conjured him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms to account 
for the Change in his Behaviour; and inſiſted, that, 
on this Occaſion, to conceal the Truth, was in the 
higheſt Degree diſhonourable to himſelf, and injur.- 
ous to me. a 

To this Letter, after about ten Days, I received 
the following Anſwer ; 

SIR, 


'« It is with great ReluQance that I reveal the 
Motives of my Conduct, becauſe they are much to 
your Diſadvantage. The encloſed is a Letter which 
| received from a worthy Gentleman in this Coun- 
try, and contains a full Anſwer to your Enquiries, 
which I had rather you fhould receive ia any Hand 
than in mine. I am | 
Dur humble Servant, 
Sexo. HOMESTEAD.” 

immediately opened the Paper incloſed, in which, 

with the utmoſt Impatience, I read as follows: 
SIR, 


© I ſaw a Perſon with your Family Yeſterday at 


the Races, to whom, I was ſoon after informed, you 
intended to give your Daughter, Upon this Oc- 
cahon, it is my indiſpenſible Duty to acquaint you, 
that if his Character is to be determined by his 
Company, he will inevitably entail Diſeaſes and 
nz upon his Poſterity, whatever be the Merit 
of his Wife, or the Affluence of his Fortune. He 
overtook me on the Road from London a few Weeks 
ago in Company with a Wretch, who by their Dif- 
courſe appeared to be his old and familiar Acquaint- 
ance, and whom I well remember to have ſeen 
brought before my Friend Juſtice Vort by, when I 
was accidentally at his Houſe, as the Keeper of a 
Brothel in Covent- Garden, He has ſince won a con- 
iderable Sum with falſe Dice, at the Maſquerade, 
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for which he was obliged to leave the Kingdom, 
and is ſtill liable to a Proſecution, Be aſſured that 
I have a perfect Knowledge of both; for ſome Inc. 
dents, which it is not neceſſary to mention, kept me 


near them ſo long on the Road, that it is impoſlibl 
I ſhould be miſtaken. I am, | 


SIR, yours, &c. 


James TRUREMAN.“ 

The Moment I had read this Letter, the Riddls 
was ſolved, I knew Mr. Trueman to be the Gente. to 
man, whom J had concurred with a Stranger, pickei WW bi 
up by Accident, to inſult without Provocation on Will b. 
the Road. I was in a Moment covered with Cos tb 
fuſion ; and though I was alone, could not by of 
covering my Face with my Hands, I abhorred ny WW 1k 
Folly, which appeared yet more enormous every Wil 0 

ime it was reviewed, t 

I courted the Society of a Stranger, and a Stran Wl © 
ger I perſecuted with Inſult : Thus I aſſociated with WW { 
Infamy, and thus my Aſſociate became known. I 2 
hoped, however, to convince Sir George, that I hal WM ( 
no Knowledge of the Wretch whoſe Infamy he n 
ſhared, except that which I had acquired from te h 
Letter of his Friend. But before I had taken propet t 
Meaſures for my Juſtification, I had the Mortifice Wi 
tion to hear that the Lady was married to a neigb- \ 
bouring Gentleman, who had long made his A. þ 

dreſſes, and whom Sir George had before rejected it 
the Ardour of his Friendſhip for my Father. [2 
How narrow, Sir, is the Path of Rectitude, a ( 
how much may be loſt by the ſlighteſt Deviation! 
| 

Jam, your humble Servant, 
ABULUSY. 

| 

| 


(1 
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On the Fuſtice of PROVIDENCE in the 
Diſtribution of Richks. 


Jy, whom can Riches give Repute cr 7 ruſt,” 
Content or Pleaſure : But the Good and Juſt? Pope, 


HREM YLUS, who was an old and a good Man, 

and withall exceeding poor, being deſirous to 

lezve ſome Riches to his Son, conſults the Oracle of 
hals upon the Subject. The Oracle bids him fol- 
low the firſt Man he ſhould ſee upon his going out 
of the Temple. The Perſon he chanced to ſee was 
to Appearance an old, fordid, blind Man, but upon 
his following him from Place to Place, he at laſt 
found by his own Confeſſion, that he was Plutus, 
the God of Riches, and that he was juſt come out 
of the Houſe of a Mifer, Platus further told him, 
that when he was a Boy he uſed to declare, that as 
ſoon as he came to Age he would diſtribute Wealth 
to none but virtuous and juſt Men; upon which 
Jupiter conſidering the pernicious Conſequences of 
ſuch a Reſolution, took his Sight away from him, 
and left him to ſtrole about the World in the blind 
Condition wherein Chremylus beheld him. With 
much ado Chremylus prevailed upon him to go to 
his Houſe, where he met an old Woman in a tat- 
tered Raiment, who had been his Gueſt for many 
Years, and whoſe Name was Poverty, The old 
Woman refuſing to turn out ſo eaſily as he would 
have her, he threatened to baniſh her not only from 
his own Houſe but out of all Greece, if ſhe made any 
more Words upon the Matter, Poverty on this 
Oecaſion pleads her Cauſe very notably, and repre- 
ſents to her old Landlord, that ſhould ſhe be driven 
out of the Country, all their Trades, Arts and Sci- 
ences, would be driven out with her; and that if 
every one was rich, they would never be ſupplied 
with thoſe Pomps, Ornaments and Conveniences of 
Life which made Riches deſirable. She likewiſe 
repreſented to him the ſeveral Advantages which ſhe 
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beſtowed upon her Votaries, in regard to their Shape, 
their Health, and their Activity, by preſerving them 
from Gouts, Dropſies, Unwieldineſs, and Intempet. 
ance, But whatever ſhe had to ſay for herſelt, ſhe 
was at laſt forced to troop off, Chremylus immedi. 
ately conſidered how he might reſtore Plutus to his 
Sight; and in order to it, conveyed him to the Tem. 
ple of Eſculapius, who was famous for Cures and 
Miracles of this Nature. By this Means the Deity 
recovered his Eyes, and begun to make a right Uſ, 
of them, by enriching every one that was diftic. 
guiſhed by Piety towards the Gods, and Juſtice to. 
wards Men; and at the ſame Time by taking away 
his Gifts from the impious and undeſerving. Thi 
produced ſeveral merry Incidents, till in the laſt Ad 
Mercury deſcends with great Complaints from the 
Gods, that ſince the good Men were grown rich 
they had received no Sacrifices, which is confirmd 
by a Prieſt of Jupiter, who enters with a Remon. 
trance, that ſince theſe late Innovations, he was redu- 
ced to a ſtarving Condition, and could not live upon 
his Office. Chrenylus, who in the Beginning of the 
Play was religious in his Poverty, concludes with 
a Propoſal which was reliſbed by all the good Men 
who were now grown rich az well as himſelf, (i. e. 
that they ſhould carry Plutus in ſolemn Proceſſion 
to the Temple, and inſtall him in the Place of Zupite, 
This Allegory inſtructed the Athenians in two Points, 
firſt, as it vindicated the Conduct of Providence in 
its ordinary Diſtribution of Wealth; and in the next 
Place, as it ſhewed the great Tendency cf Rickes to 
corrupt the Morals of thoſe who poſſeſſed them. 


Cn 
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eur of Compaſſion, are Nature's Marks to know an honeſt 


Heart by. Voltaire, 


Young Gentleman and a Lady of ancient and 
honourable Houſes in Cornwall, had from their 


LChildhood entertained for each other a generous and 


noble Paſſion, which had been long oppoſed by their 
Friends, by Reaſon of the Inequality of their For- 
tunes; but their Conſtancy to each other, and Obe- 
dience to thoſe on whom they depended, wrought 
ſo much upon their Relations, that theſe celebrated 
Lovers were at Length joined in Marriage, Soon 
after the Nuptials, the Bridegroom was obliged to 
ro into a foreign Country to take Care of a con- 
fderable Fortune which was left bim by a Relation, 
and came very opportunely to improve their moderate 
Cirumftancess They received the Congratulations 
of all the Country on this Occaſion ; and I remem- 
ber it was a common Sentence in every one's Mouth, 
1 5 haw faithful Love is rewarded, 

e took this agreeable Voyage, and ſent Home e- 
very Poſt freſh Accounts of his Succeſs in his Aﬀairs 
abroad; but at laſt (though he deſigned to return 
with the next Ship) he lamented in his Letters, that 
Buſineſs would detain him fome Time longer from 
Home, becaufe he would give himſelt the Pleaſure of 
an unexpected Arrival, 

The young Lady, after the Heat of the Day, 
walked every Evening on the Sea Shore, rear which 
ſhe lived, with' a familiar Friend, her Ruſband's 
Kinſwoman, and diverted herſelf with what Objects 
they met there, or upon Diſcourſe of the future 
Methods of Life, in the happy Change of their Cir- 
cumſtances. They ſtood one Evening on the Shore 
together in a perfect Tranquillity, obſerving the ſet- 
ling of the Sun, the calm Face of the Deep, and the 
lent Heaving of the Waves, which gently rolled 
towards them, and broke at their Feet; when LS, 

new 
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Diftance her Kinſwoman ſaw ſomething float on the 
Water which ſhe fancied was a Cheſt ; and with, 
Smile told her, ſhe ſaw it firſt, and if it came aſhore 
full of Jewels, ſhe had a Right to it. They both 
fixed their Eyes upon it, and entertained themſelyg 
with the Subject of the Wreck, the Couſin ſtill xe. 
ſerting her Right; but promiſing if it was a Prize, 
to give_her a very rich Coral for her Child, of which 
ſhe was then big, provided ſhe might be Godmother, 
Their Mirth ſoon abated, when they obſerved upon 
the nearer Approach, * it was a human Body, 
The young Lady who had a Heart naturally filled 
with Pity and Compaſſion, made many melancholy 
Reflections on the Occaſion, Who knows (ſaid ſhe) 
but this Man may be the only Hope and Heir of x 
wealthy Houſe, the Darling of indulgent Parent, 
who are now in impertinent Mirth, and pleaſing 
themſelves with the T houghts of offering him a 
Bride they have got ready for him ? Or, may he not 
be the Maſter of a Family that wholly depended up- 
on his Life? There may, for ought we know, be half 
a Dozen fatherleſs Children, and a tender Wife, now 
expoſed to Poverty by his Death. What Pleaſure 
might he have promiſed himſelf in the different We- 
come he was to have from her and them? But let uz 
go away, it is a dreadful Sight! The beſt Office we 
can do is to take Care that the poor Man, whoever 
he is, may be decently buried. She turned away 
when a Wave threw the Carcaſs on the Shore. he 
Kinſwoman immediately ſhrieked out, Oh, my Cou- * 
ſin! and ſell upon the Ground, The unhappy Wile 

went to help her Friend, when ſhe ſaw her own Hal 
band at her Feet, and dropt into a Swoon upon the 
Body. An old Woman who had been the Gentle- 
man's Nurſe, came out about the Time to call the 
Ladies in to Supper, and found her Child (as ſhe al- 15 
ways called him) dead on the Shore, her Miſtre's n 
kr Kinſwoman both lying dead by him. Her loud m/ 


Lamentations, and calling her youpg Maſter to * 
| 0 
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„on awaked the Friend from her Trance; but the 
ife was gone for ever, 


When the Family and Neighbourhood got toge- 


both her round the Bodies, no one asked any Queſtion, 
* but the Objects before them told the Story. 
A. 


ſacidents of this Nature 2re the more moving 
ken they are drawn by Perſons concerned in the 
aaftrophe, notwithſtanding they are often oppreſ- 


ber. Wes beyond the Power of giving them in a diſtinct 
Pon WW joht, except we gather their Sorrow ſrom their In- 
oh. ability to ſpeak it. 

lle | have two original Letters written both on the 
nch e Day, which are to me exquiſite in their differ- 
ſhe ent Kinds. The Occaſion was this: A Gentleman 


bo had courted a moſt agreeable young Woman, 
and won her Heart, obtained alſo the Conſent of her 
Father, to whom the was an only Child, The old 
Man had a Fancy hat they ſbould be married in the 


not eme Church where he himſelf was, in a Village in 
bi Wilmoreland, and made him ſet out while he was 
oy dug wich the G:ut in London, The Bridegroom 
Pu took only his Man, and the Bride her Maid ; 


They had the moſt agreeable Journey imaginable 
to the Place of Marriage; from whence the Bride- 
groom writ the following Letter to his Wife's 
Father, 

March 18, 1672, 


4 8 
or: After a very pleaſant Journey hither, we are pre- 
iſe jaring for the happy Hour in which I am to be your 


von, J aſſure you the Bride carries it in the Eye of the 


1 tough he ſays, your open Sleeves, Pantaloons, and 
the lhoulder- Knot, made a much better Shew than the fint= 
al- ul Dreſs I am in. However I am contented to be 
res “ /econd fine Man this Village ever ſaw, and fhall 
dad e it very merry before Night, becauſe I hall write 


myſelf from thence, 
Your moſt dutiful Son, Ei 
The 


Vicar wha married you, much beyond her Mother; 
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The Bride gives her Duty, and it as Hand ſim q 
an Angel. — ] am the happie/t Man breathing, 


R 


18 


The Villagers were aſſembled about the Church 
and the happy Couple took a Walk in a private (x. 
den. The Bridegroom's Man knew his Maſe 
would leave the Place on a ſudden after the We, 
ding, and ſeeing him draw his Piſtols the Night hg 
fore, took this Opportunity to go into the Chamb 
and charge them. Upon their Return from the Gy. 
den, they went into that Room; and after a lit 
fond Rallery on the Subject of their Courtſhip, the 
Lover took up a Piſtol which he knew he had un. 
loaded. the Night before, and preſenting it to he, 
ſaid with the moſt graceful Air, whilſt ſhe looks 
pleaſed with his agreeable Flattery, now, Madan, 
repent of all thoſe Cruelties you have been guilty d 
to me; conſider before you die, how often you hay 
made a poor Wretch freeze under your Caſement; 
you ſhall die you Tyrant, you ſhall die, wich il 
thoſe Inftruments of Death and Deſtruction about 
you, with that inchanting Smile, thoſe killing Rim. 
lets of your Hair. — Give Fire, ſaid ſhe, laughing, 
He did ſo; and ſhot her dead. Who can fpeak hi 
Condition; but he bore it fo patiently as to call u 
his Man. The poor Wretch entered, and his Ma. 
ter locked the Door upon him. Vill, ſaid he, di 
you charge theſe Piſtols! He anſwered, Yes. Up 
on which he ſhot him dead with that remaining. A. 
ter this, amidſt a thouſand broken Sobs, piercing 
| Groans, and diſtracted Motions, he writ the folloys 
| ing rw to the Father of his dead Miſtreſs. 
| 3 

1 who two Hours ago told yeu truly. I was the haps 
pieſt Man alive, am now the moſt miſerable, Tat 
| Daughter lies dead at my Feet, killed by my own Hands 
| through a Miſta le of my Man's charging the Piſtals us 
| known to me. Him I haue murdered for it. Such it 


Medding Day,—1 will immediately follnu my woes 
FTE» b 
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Cannot think it extravagant to imagine, that 
Mankind are no leſs, in Proportion, accountable 


| 


R lower Rank of Beings, than for the Exerciſe of 
Tyranny over their own Species. T'he more entire- 


about * the inferior Creation. is ſubmitted to our Power, 
Ring · the more anſwerable we ſhould ſeem for our Miſma- 
ing, nagement of it; and the rather, as the very Condition 
ue Nature renders theſe Creatures incapable of re- 
vl u etiving any Recompence in another Like, for their 
Mau Treatment in this. 

©, 0 u is obſervable of thoſe noxious Animals, which 
14 have Qualities moſt powerful to injure us, that they 


naturally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us, unleſs 
provoked, or neceflitated by Hunger. Man, on the 
other Hand, ſecks out and purſues even the moſt in- 
— Animals on Purpoſe to perſecute and deſtroy 

m. 

Mataigne thinks it ſome Reflection upon human 
Nature itſelf, that few People take Delight in ſeeing 
Beaſts careſs and play together, but almoſt every 
One is pleaſed to ſee om lacerate and worry one a- 
other. I am ſorry this Temper has become almoſt 

«(iſtinguiſhing * of our own Nation, _ 
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the Obſervation which is made by Foreigners of oy 
beloved Paſtimes, Bear-barting, Cick-fegbting, ang 
the like. We ſhould find it hard to vindicate the 
deſtroying any Thing that has Life, merely out d 
Wantonneſs; yet in this Principle out Children ar 
bred up, and one of the firft Pleaſures we alloy 
them is the Licence of inflicting Pain upon poor 
Animals: Almoſt as ſoon as we are ſenſible what 
Life is ourſelves, we make it our Sport to take it 
from other Creatures, I cannot but believe a y 
good Uſe might be made of the Fancy which Chil. 
dren have for Birds and Inſects. Mr. Locke takes 
Notice of a Mother who permitted them to her 
Children, but rewarded or puniſhed them as they 
treated them well or ill. This was no other than 
entering them betimes into a daily Exerciſe of Hu- 
manity, and improving their very Diverſion to x 
Virtue. a 

I fancy too, ſome Advantage might be taken « | 
the common Notion, tt at it is ominous or unlucky to 
\ deſtroy ſome Sorts of Birds, as Swallows or Martins, 
this Opinion might poſſibly ariſe from the Cork: 
dence theſe Birds ſeem to put in us by building un- 
der our Roofs, ſo that it is a Kind of Violaticn of 
the Laws of Hoſpitality to. murder them. As for 
Robin-red Brea/ts in particular, it is not improbable 
they owe their Security to the old Ballad of the Chil- 
dren in the N d. However it be, | do not know, 
I fay, why this Prejudice, well improved and carried 
as far as it would go, might not be made to con- 
duce to the Preſervation of inany innocent Creatures, 
which are now expoſed to all the Wantonneſs of an 
ignorant Barbaiity. 
There are other Animals that bave the Misfor- 
tune, for no Manner of Reaſon, to be treated # 
common Enemies wherever found. The Conceit 
that a Cat has nine Lives, has coſt at leaſt nine 
Lives in ten of the whole Race of them: Scare 
a Boy in the Strects but has in this Point —_—_ 
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Hirtiles bimſelf, who was famous for killing a 
Monſter that had but three Lives. Whether the 
1naccountable Animoſity againſt this uſeful Domeſ- 
tic may be any Cauſe of the general Perſecution of 
Owls, (who are a Sort of feathered Cats) or whether 
it be only an unteafonable Pique, the Moderns have 
taken to a ſerious Countenanee, -I ſhall not deter- 
mine, Though I am inclined to believe the for- 
mer; ſince I obſerve the whole Reaſon alledged for 
the Deſtruction of Frogs is becauſe they are like 
Trads, Yet amidft all the Misfortunes of theſe un- 
friended Cteatures, it is ome 'Happſneſs that we have 
not yet taken a Faney to eat them: For ſhould our 
Country men refine upon the French never fo little, 
it is not to be conceived to what unheard of Tor- 
ments, Owls,” Cats and Progs may be yet reſerved. 

When we grow-up to Men, we have another Suc- 
ceſſion of ſanguinary Sports; in particular Hunting. 
| dare not attack a Divetſion which has ſuch Autho- 
rity and Cuſtm to ſupport-it, but muſt have Leave 
to be of Opinion, that the Agitation of that Exer- 
ciſe, with the Example and Number of the Chaſers 
not a little contribute to reſiſt thoſe Checks, which 
Compaſſion would naturally ſuggeſt in Behalf of the 
Animal purſued, Nor ſhall I fay with Mon ſieur Fleu- 
ry, that this Sport is à Remain of the Gothic Barba- 
rity; but I muſt animadvert upon a certain Cuſtom 
jet in Uſe with us, and barbarous enough to be 
| derived from the Goths or even the Scythians; I mean 
the ſavage Compliment our Huntſmen paſs upon the 
Ladies of Quality, who are preſent at the Death 
of a Stag, when they put the Knife in their Hand 
to cut the Throat of a helpleſs, trembling and weep- 
ing Creature, | 


——That lies beneath the Knife 
Locks up and from ber Butcher begs her Life. 


But if our Sports are deſtructive, our Gluttony is 
more fo, and in a * inhuman Manner. Leb/ters 
7 2 
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roafted alive, Pigs whipt to Death, Feb ſeed 1 
are Teſtimonies of our onatrageous Luxury. Thok 
who (as Seneca ex preſſes it} divide their Lives be. 
twint an anxious Conſcience. and a nauſeated 80. 
mach, have a juſt Reward of their Gluttony in the 
Diſeaſes it drings with it: For human Savages, lite 
other wild Beatts, find Snares and Poiſon in the Pro- 
viſions of Life, and are allured by their Appetit 
to their Deſtruction. I know nothing more ſhock. 
ig or horrid than the Proſpect of one of their Kit 
chens covered with Blood, and filled with the Crip 
-of Creatures expiring in Tortures, It gives one 
Image of a Gient's Den in a Romance, beſtrews 
with the ſcatteted Heads and mangled Limbs of thote 

-who were flain by his Cruelty, 
The excellent Plutarch (who has more Strokes of 
.Good-nature-in his Writings than I remember in 20 
Author) cites a Saying of Cato to this Effect, Th 
it is no-eafy Task ta preach to the Belly, which bas 
Zart, Let (if ſays he) we are aſhamed to be b 
out of Faſhion as not to offend, let us at kat of 
fend with ſome Diſcretion 'and Meafure, If we 
kill an Animal for our Proviſion, let us do it with 
the Meltings of Compaſſion, and without torment- 
ing it. Let us conſider, that it is in its own Nature 
Cruelty to put a living Crea ure to Death; ve at 
leaſt deſtroy a Soul that has Senſe and Perception” 
In the Life of Cato the Ceaſor, he takes Occaſion 
from the ſevere Diſpoſition of 'that Man to diſcourle 
in this Manner, It ought to be eſteemed a Hap- 
pineſs to Mankind, that our Humanity has a wider 
Sphere to exert itſelf in, than bare Juſtice. It is no 
more than the Obligation of our very Birth to ptac- 
tiſe Equity to our Kind, but Humanity may de ex- 
tended through the whole Order of Creatures, even 
to the meaneſt : Such Actions of Charity are the 
Overflowings of a mild Good-nature on all below 
us. It is certainly the Part of a well-natured Man 
to take Care of his Horſes and Dogs, not * in 
| N 
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ion of their Labour, while they are Foals 


Thok - W helps, but even when their old Age has made 
a be. em incapable of Set viee.“ | 

| Sto Hiſtory tells us of a wiſe and polite Nation that 
in the rejefted a Perſon of the firſt Quality, who ſtood for 
„ iofficiary Office only becauſe he had been obſer- 


ved in bis Youth to take Picaſure in tearing and 
murdering Birds, And of another that expelled a 
Man out. of che Senate, for daſhing a Bird againſt the 
Ground which had taken Shelter in his Boſom. 

Every one knows how remarkable the Turks are 
for their Humanity in this Kind : I remember an 
frabian Author, who has written a Treatiſe to ſhew, 
how far a Man, ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in a de- 
fart Ifland, without any Inſtruction, or ſo much as 
the Sight of any ober Man, may by the pure Light 
of Nature, attain the Knowledge of Philoſophy and 
Virtue. One of the firſt Things he makes him ob- 
ſerve is, that univerſal Benevolence of Nature in the 
Protection and Preſervation of its Creatures, In 
Imitation of which. the firſt Act of Virtue he thinks 
this ſelſ- taught Philoſopher would of Courſe fall into, 
"is to relieve and aſſiſt all the Animals about him in 
ese iii 

In Dryden's Ovid are ſome very tender and pathe- 
tie Lines applicable to this Occaſion, | 


y The Sheep was ſacrificed. on no-Pretence,, | 
15 But meek and unreſiſling Innocence. 
% 4 petient, uſeful Creature, bin to bear 


Ws 5; 
And daily to-give down the Milk fhe bred, 
A Tribute for the Graſs on which he fed. 
Living, both Food and Raiment she ſupplies, 


bs And is of leaſt Advantage when she dies. 
lan "Hino did the toili ng Os bis Death deſerve ? 

in | 4 downright. ſimple Drudge, and born to / not. 
. nn dan. K. z ö en 
"Xo mn 


The warm and woolly Fleece, that cloath'd her Mur-- 
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| ; All Methods to procure thy Mercy tries, 


ties we are too apt to inflict on our Fellow- Creature, 


the. Advancement of their Fortune or their Fame, | 
was repining on the ſudden Riſe of many Perlons, 
who ate wy) 


O Tyrant, with what Juſtice can / thou hope 
The Promiſe af the Year, @ plenterus Crop; 
When thou deftray'd thy labouring Steer who übe 
Mad plough'd with Pains, thy elſe ungrateful Huli 
Frem his yet recking Neck to aratu the Yoke, 
That Neck with tubich the ſurly Glods he brite; 
And to the Hatchet yield thy Husbandman, 

Aba finish'd Autumn, and thy Spring began, 


# * 


What more Advance can Mortali make in Sin 
Ss near Perfection who with Bluod begin? 
Deaf to the Calf, that lies beneath the Knife: 
Looks up and from her Butcher begs her Life, 
Deaf to the harmleſs Kid, that, ere be dies, 


And imitates in vain the Children's Cries; 


Perhaps that Voice or Cry ſo nearly reſembling 
the human, with which Providence has endued { 
many different Animals, might purpoſe y be given 
them to move our Pity, and prevent thoſe Crutl- 


1 


m — 


— * * > ac Rn, ts. — — 
K 


age HHS" N ſy 
The VISION of JusTicy, W! 
"tt Dead of Night imperial Reaſon ſleds, 4 
And Fancy <oith ber Train, logſe Vigils keys. 

6 | Dryden, t 

N Was laſt Week taking a folitary Walk in the Ga. Yi ( 
den of Lincoln g- Inn, (a Favour that is indulged WWF e 


me by ſeveral of the Benchers who are my in- 
timate Friends, and grown old with me in this 
Neighbourhood) when, according to the Nature of 
Men in, Years, who have made but little Progreſs in 


yniors, and indeed at the une qual 1 
þ 
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bation of Wealth, Honour, and all other Blei- 
Gngs of Liſe. I was loſt in this T hought- when the. 
Night came upon me, and drew my Mind into a far 
more agreeable Contemplation. The Heaven aboye 
me appeared in all its Glories, and preſented me 
with ſuch an Hemiſphere of Stars. as made the moſt 
agreeable. Proſpect: imaginavle to one who delights in 
the Study of Nature. - It happened to be a freezing 
Night, which had purified the whole Body of Air 
igto ſuch a bright tranſparent: Ether, as made every 
Conſtellation viſible ; and at the ſame Time gave 
ſuch a particular Glowing to the Stars, that I thought 
it the richeſt Sky 1 had ever ſeen. I could not but be- 
hold a Scene ſo wonderfully. adorned and lighted up, 
(if I may be allowed that Expreſſion) without ſuitable 
Meditations on the Author of ſuch illuſtrious and 
amazing Objects. For on theſe Occaſions, Philo- 
ſephy ſuggeſts. Motives to Religion, and Religion 
adds Pleaſures to Philoſophy. 
As ſoon as I had recovered my uſual "Temper and 
enity of Soul, I iet ted to my Lodgings, with the 
faction of having paſled away a few Hours in 
the proper Employment of a. reaſenable Creature; 
and promiſing myſelf that my Slumbers would be 
ſweet, I no . ſooner ſell into them but I dreamed a. 
Dream, or ſaw a Viſion, (for I know not which:to - 
call it) that ſeemed to riſe out of my Evening Me- 
citation, and had ſomething in it fo ſolemn and ſe- 
rious, that I; cannot forbear communicating it; 
though. I muſt cunfeſs the Wildneſs ot Imagination 
(which in a Dream is always looſe and irregular) : 
diſcovers itſelf too much in ſeveral Parts of it. 
Methought I faw the fame. azure Sky diverſified - 
with the ſame glorious Luminaries which had enter- 
ure of WF tained me a little before I fell a-ſleep. I was look- 
ing very attentively on that Sign in the Heavens 
Which is called by the Name of the Balance, when 
on a Sudden there- appeared in it an extraordinary 
Light, as if the Sun ſhould riſe at Midnight. By, 
| ay its 


* 


that it approached towards the Earth; end at length 


ties as that which the Painters put inte the Hand 


"thouſand beautiful Shades and Colours, and multi 
d. zzling, into a Variety of milcer Glories, 


. and all the Inhabitants of it gathered rogether upon 


the Clouds, declaring the Intention of this Viſt, 


ed. The firſt Edict was then-pronounced,. 7 hat dl 
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its increaſing in Biezdth and Luſtre, I ſoon founy 


eould diſeern ſomething like a Shadow hovering h 
the Midſt of a great Glory, which in a little Tim 
after I diſtinctly perceived to be the Figure of a W 
man. I fancied at firſt it might have been the Aj. 
gel, or Intelligence that guided the ConſteIliting 
from which it deſcended; but upon a nearer View 
I ſaw about ter all the Emblkms with which th; 
Goddeſs of Juflice is uſually deſcribed. Her Coun. 
tenance was unipeakabiy awiuland majeſtic, but ex. 
quiſitely beautiful to thoſe whoſe Eyes were ſtrong 
enough to behold it; her Smiles tranſported wit 
Rapture, her Frowns terrified to Deſpair, She hell 
in her Hand a Mirror, endowed with the ſame Que 


SPF SFT 


of Truth. | 

There ſtreamed from it a Light, which diftine 
guiſned itfelf from all the Splendors that ſurrounded 
her, more than a Flaſh of Lightning ſhines in the 
Midſt of Day-light. As ſhe moves it in her Hand 
it brightened the Heavens, the Air, or the Earth, 
When ſhe had deſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and 
heard by Mortals, to make the Pomp of her Appen. 
ance more ſupportable, ſhe threw Darkneſs and 
Clouds about her, that tempered the Light into a 


plied that Luſtre, which was before too ſtrong and 


<h SOD = se 


In the mean Time the World was in an Alarm, 


© =y 


a ſpacious Plain; ſo that I ſeemed to have the whole 
Species before my Eyes. A Voice was heatd from 


which was to reſtore and appropiate to every Cn 
living what was his Due: The Fear and Hope, Joy 
and Sorrow, which appeared in that great Aſſembly 
after this ſclemn Declaration, are not to be exprel- 


2 as —- & &© wa 


Titla 


— 
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Tiles ond Claims to Riches and Eftates, or to am Part 


lenzy / hems abend be. immadiataly weſled in the rightful 
% one. Upon this, the Inhabitants of the Earth 
"gn —_ 

Tine Wh bed up the Inftcuments of their Tenures, whether 
| Wa. in Pat chment, P aper, Wax, or any other Form of 


Comeyance; and as the Goddeſs moved the Mir- 
v0 of Truth, which ſhe held in her Hand, ſo that 
the Light which flowed from it fell upon the Mul- 
titude, they examined the ſeveral Inſtruments by the 
Beams of it: The Rays of the Mirror had a par- 
ticular Quality of ſetting Fire to all Forgery and 
Falſhood. The Blaze of Papers, the Melting of Seak, 
and the Crackling of Parchments, made a-very odd 


* Scene. The Fire very often ran through two or 
Qu. de Lines only, and then ſtopped. Though I 
Hin BY could not but obſerve, the Flames chiefly broke out 
among the Interlineations,. and Codicils, the Light 

iin. ol the Mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced 
InGed into all the dark Corners and Receſſes of the Uni- 
1 the perſe, and by that Means detected many Writings 
and ind Netords which had been hiddon or burled dy 
arth, Time, Chance, or Defign, This occa ſtoned a won- 
ad derful Revolution among the People. At the fame 

err, Time, the Spoik of EFxtortion, Fraud and Rebbery, 
and with all the Fruits of Bribery and Corruption, were 
to- WF thrown together into a prodigious Pile, that almoſt 


reached to the Clouds, and was called the Maunt of 
Reſtitutien; to which all injured Perſons were in- 
vited, to receive what belonged to them. 


that were drefled with Lace and Embroidery. Seve- 


of moderate Fortunes; and many others, who were 


One might ſee Crowds of People in tattered Gar- 
ments come up, and change Cloaths with others. 


nl who were Plumbs or very near it, became Men 


overgrown in Wealth and Poſſeſſione, had no more 


Tor WM 7eft than what they uſually ſpent. What moved my 
bly Concern moſt, was to fee a certain Street of the 
el· hreateſt Credit in Europe, from one End to the other, 


become Bankrupt. 


The 
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ITbe next Command was, for the whole Body i 
Mankind to ſeparate themſelves into their pro 
Families: Which was no ſooner done, but an Edd 
was iſſued out, requiring all Children 1 repair þ 
their true and natural Fathers, This put a prey 
Part of the Aſſembly in Motion; for as the Ming 
was moved over them, it inſpired every one with 
ſuch a natural Inftin, as directed them to their 
real Parents, It was a very melancholy SpeQacletg 
ſee the Fathers of very large Families become Child. 
leſs, and Batchelors undone by a Charge of Song and 
Daughters. Vou might ſee a preſumtive Heir of; 
great Eſtate ask Bleſſing of his Coachman, and a e. 


lebrated Toaſt paying her Duty to a Valet de Chan. 11 
bre. Many, under Vows of Celibacy, appeared ſur. Kn. 
rounded with a numerous Iſſue, "Fhis Change of the 
Parentage would have cauſed great Lamentation, bt Wit 
that the Calamity was pretty common; and that uh 
generally thoſe who loft their Children had the 5. Wi, 
tisfaction of ſeeing them put into the Hands of their der 
deareſt Friends, Men were no ſooner ſeitled in l 
their Right to their Poſſeſſions and their Progeny, e 
but there was a third Order proclaimed, that all th Wt 
Poſts of Dignity and Honour in the Univerſe 5hould is Will 
conferred en Perſons of the greateſt Merit, Abilities, N 
and Perfefitons. The Handſome, the Strong, and WF? 
the Wealthy, immediately preſſed forward; but not WF '* 
being able to bear the Splendor of the Mirror, which : 

0 


played upon their Faces, they immediately fell back 
among the Crowd : But as the Goddeſs tried the 
Multitude by her Glaſs, as the Eagle does its young Wi © 
ones by the Luſtre of the Sun, it was remarkable, k 
that every one turned away his Face from it, wo Wi " 
had not diſtinguiſhed himfelf either by Virtue, Wi * 
Knowledge, or Capacity in Buſineſs, either military l 
or Civil, This ſelect Aſſembly was drawn up in the 
Center of a prodigious Multitude, which was dil- Wi © 
fuſed on all Sides, and ſtood obſerving them, as idle 
People uſed to gather about a Regiment that were Bi | 
| | exer· 
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R. 

7 U eiling their Arms. They were drawn up in 
hehre Bodies? In the firſt were the Men of Virtue; 
Lg the ſecond, the Men of Knowledge; and in the 
bind, the Men of Buſineſs. It is impoſſible to look 
een n the firſt Column without a ſecret Veneration, 
ſing eit Aſpects were ſo ſweetened with Humanity, 
with raiſed with Contemplation, emboldened with Reſo- 
their Wotions and adorned with the moſt agreeable Airs, 


which are thoſe that proceed from ſceret Habits of 


el 
why Virtue, 1 could not but take Notice, that there 
avere many Faces among them which were unknown 
fz ot only to the Multitude, but even to ſeveral of 
2 ce. lei own Body. 7 8 | 
han. la the ſecond Column, conſiſting of the Men of 
| ſur. WM Knowledge, there had been great Diſputes before 
ve of {they fell into their Ranks, which they did not do at 
„ but Lt, without the poſitive Command of the Goddeſs . 
that WI who preſided over the Aſſembly. She had ſo ordered 
e 53 it, that Men of the greateſt Genius and ſtrongeſt 
their WH Senſe were placed at the Head of the Column: Be- 
d in bind theſe, were ſuch as bad formed their Minds 
em, very much on the Thoughts and Writings of others. 
ln the Rear of the Column, were Men who had more 
4% Wit than Senſe, or more Learning than Underſtand- 
ities, ing All living Authors of any Value were ranged 
and ia one of theſe Claſſes; but I muſt confeſs, I was 
not very much ſurpriſed to ſee a great Body of Editors, 
hich WT Critics, Commeatators and Grammatians, meet with 
vack WH fo very ill Reception. They had formed them- 
the ſelves into a Body, and with a great deal of Arro- 
ung WF gence demanded the firſt Station in the Column of 
ble, Knowledge; but the Goddeſs, inſtead of comply ing 
who with their Requeſt, clapped them all into Liveries, 
tue, and bid them know themſelves for no othet but the 
tary . Lackies of the Learned. 
the In the third Cedumn were Men of Buſinefs, and 
dif- WF conſiſted of Perſons in military and civil Capacities, 
idle Ide former marched out from the reſt, and placed 
vere lhemſelves ia the Front ; at which the other ſhook 


their 


4 
N 
| 
| 

4 
1 
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their Heads at them, but did not think fit to diſputy 
the Poſt with them. I could not but make fever 
Obſervations upon this laſt Column of People; but 
Lhave certain private 'Reafons why I do not think 
fit to communicate them to the Public. In order 
to fill up all the Poſts of Honour, Dignity and. Prof, 
there was a Draught made out of each Column > 
Men, who were Maſters of all three Qualification 
in ſome De and were preferred to 'Stations of 
the firſt Rank. The ſecond Draught was made out 
of ſuch as were poſſeſſed of any two of the Qualifi- 
cations, who were diſpoſed of in Stations of a ſecond 
Dignity. "Thoſe who were left and were endowed 
only with one of them, had their ſuitable Poſts, 
When this was over, there emained many Places of 
Truſt and Profit unfilled, for which there were 
Draughts made out of the ſurrounding 'Multitude, 
who had any Appearance of theſe Excellencies, or 
were recommended by thoſe who poſſeſſed them in 
Reality. f 

All were furprized to fee ſo many new Faces in 
the moſt eminent Dignities; and for my own Part, 
I was very well pleaſed to fee all my Friends either 
kept their preſent Poſts or were advanced to higher. 

Having filled my Paper with thoſe Particulars of 
my Viſion which concern the Male Part of Mankind, 
I' muſt reſerve for another Occaſion the Sequel of it, 
which relates to the Fair Sex, 


— 


9 


A Contmuation of the VISION. 


Dreams are but. Interludes which Fancy makes, 
When monarch Reaſon. ſlecps, tbis Mimic wakes; 
Compounds a Medley of disjointed Things, 

A Gourt of Coblers, and a Mob of Kings, Dryden. 


HE Male World were diſmiſſed by the God- 


deſs of Juſtice, and diſappeared, when on a ſud- 
den the whole Plain was covered with Women 1 90 
charm 
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their 


darming a Multitude filled my Heart with unſpeak- 
Ae Pleaſure; and as the ce 
ror ſhone u 
ed rather Pe 
(Goddeſs, than ſuch as were b 


leſtial Light of the Mir- 
their Faces, ſeveral of them ſeem- 
ons that deſcended in the Train of the 
Wen before her to 
Trial. The Clack of Tongues, and Confuſion 


a Voices in the new Aſſembly, were ſo very great, 


tat the Goddeſe was for 


to command Silence 


fetal Times, and with ſome Severity, before ſhe 
cold make them attentive to her Edits. They 
were all ſenſible, that the moſt important Affair a- 
nong Womankind was then to be ſettled, which 


enery 


one knows to be the Point of Place. This 


had raifed innumerable Diſputes among them, and 


put the whole'Sex into a Tumult. E 


very one pro- 


duced her Claim, and pleaded her Pretenſions. Birth, 
Beauty, Wit, or Wealth, were Words that rung in 


- 


Ears from all Parts of the Plain. Some doaſted 


of the Merit of their Husbands ; others of their own 


Power of 


verning them. Some pleaded their un- 


ſpotted Virginity ; others their numerous Iſſue. 
dome valued themſelves as they were the Mothers, 
and others as-they were the Daughters, of conſider - 
able Perſons. There was not a ſingle Accompliſh- 


ment unmentioned, or unpractiſed. 


The whole 


Congregation was full of ſinging, dancing, toffing, 
ogling, ſpeaking, ſmiling, fighing, fauning, frown- 


ing, and all theſe irreſiſtible Arts which W 


omen put 


in Practice, to captivate the Hearts of reaſonable 
Creatures, The Goddeſs to end this Diſpute, 


cauſed it to be proclaimed, that every one ſhould 


take Place according as ſhe was more or leſs beauti- 
ful. This Declaration gave great Satisfaction to the 
whole Aﬀembly, which immediately bridled up, and 


appeared in all its Beauties, Such as believed them- 
elves graceful in their Motion, found an Occafion 
of falling 


back, advancing forward, or making a 


ale Step, that they might ſhew their Perſons in the 


noſt becoming Ait. 


uch as had fine Necks and 
L Bo- 
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Boſoms, were wonderfully. curious to look over the 
Heads of the Multitude, and obſerve: the moſt dir. 
tant Parts of the Aſſembly, ' Several clapped their 
Hands on their Foreheads, as helping their Sight to 
look upon the Glories that ſurrounded the Goddeſs | 
but in Reality to ſhew fine Hands and Arms, The pris 
Ladies were yet better pleaſed, when; they heard, Wl wbe 
that in the Deciſion of this great Controverſy, ech Vl 
of them ſhould be her own Judge, and take ber Place f 
according to her own Opinion of herſelf, when ſhe | cula 
conſulted her Looking-glaſs. 

T he Goddeſs then let down the Mirror of Truth 
in a golden Chain, which appeared larger in Propur. Her 
tion as it deſcended and approached nearer to the ben 
Eyes of the Beholders It was the particular Pro- WR V5 
perty of this Looking-glaſs to baniſh all falſe Appear, dot 
ances, and ſhew People what they really are. The mol 
whole Woman was repreſented, without Regard to 
the uſual external Features, which were made en- 
t rely conformable to their real Characters. In ſhort, 
the moſt accompliſhed (taking the whole Circle of 
Female Perfections) were the moſt beautiful; and 
the moſt defective, the moſt deformed. The God- 
deſcs ſo varied the Motion of the Glaſs, and placed it 
in ſo many Cifferent Lights, that each had an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing herſelt in it, 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Rage, the Pleaſure 
or Aſtoniſhment, that appeared in each Face upon 
its Repreſentation in the Mirror; Multitudes ſtarted 
at their own Form, and would have broken the 
Glaſs if they could have reached it. Many faw 
their blooming Features wither as they looked upon 
them, and their Self-admiration turned into a Loath- 
ing and Abhorrence. The Lady who was thought 
ſo agreeable in her Anger, and was ſo often cele- 
brated for a Woman of Fire and Spirit, was frighted 
at her own Image, and fancied ſhe ſaw Fury in the 
Glaſs. The intereſted Miſtreſs beheld a Harpy, and 
the ſubtle Jilt a Sphz nx. I was very much troubled 


The PrEASING InsTRUCTOR., 123 
in my own Heart, to ſee ſuch a Deſtruction of fine 
Faces; but at the fame Time had the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing ſeveral improved, which I had before looked 
upon as the greateſt Maſter-pieces of Nature. I ob- 
feryed, that ſome few were ſo humble as to be ſur- 

ned at their own Charms, and that many a one, 
who had lived in the Retirement and Severity of a 
Veſtal, ſhined forth in all the Graces and AttraQiong 
of a Siren. I was raviſhed at the Sight of a parti- 
culat Image in the Mirror, which I think the moſt 
beautiful Object that my Eyes ever beheld. There 
was ſomething more than human in her Countenance: 
Her Eves were ſo full of Light that they ſeemed to 
beautify every Thing they looked upon. Her Face 
was ſo enlivened with ſuch a florid Bloom as did 
not ſo properly ſeem the Mark of Health, as of Im- 
mortality, Her Shape, her Stature, and her Mein, 
were ſuch as diltinguiſhed her even there, where the 
whole Fair Sex was aſſembled. 

| was impatient to ſee the Lady repreſented by fo 
divine an Image, whom I found to be the Perſon 
that ſtood at my right Hand, and in the ſame Point 
of View with myſelf, This was a little old Woman, 
who in her Prime had been about five Feet high, 
though at preſent ſhrunk to about three Quarters of 
that Meaſure : Her natural Aſpect was puckered up 
with Wrinkles, and her Head covered with grey 
Hairs, I had obſerved all along an innocent Chear- 
lulneſs in her Face, which was now heightened: in- 
to Rapture, as ſhe beheld herſelf in the Glaſs. It 
nan odd Circumſtance in my Dream (but I can- 
ſorbear relating it) I conceived ſo great an In- 
ation towards her, that I had Thoughts of diſ- 
& ing her upon the Point of Marriage, when on 
den ſhe was carried from me; for the Word 
n now given, that all who were pleaſed with their 
dun Images, ſhould ſeparate and place themſelves at 
lie Head of their Sex. 
This Detachment was afterwardsdivided into three 

L 2 | Bodies, 
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Bodies, conſiſting of Maids; Wives #hd Widows; Wi 
the Wives being placed in the Middle with the Maig Hex, 
on the Right, and the Widows on the Left ; thougi n an 
it was with Difficulty that theſe two laſt Bodies wen 
Hindred from falling into the Center. This Sep Pale 
ration of theſe who liked their Real- ſelves, ro 
baving leſſened the Number of the main Body ſo 
conſiderably as it might have been wiſhed, the God: 
deſs, after having drawn up her Mirror, thought ft 
to make new Diſtintions among thofe who did no 
like the Figure which they ſaw in it. She made 
ſeveral wholeſome Edits, which are flipt out of ny 
Mind z but- there were two which dwelt upon me, 
as being very extraordinary in their Kind, and exe 
cuted with great Severity. Theit Deſign was, tn WI *"* 
make an Example of two Extremes in the Female er 
World; of thoſe who are very ſevere on the Col. e 
duct of others, and of thoſe who are very regardles . Hon 
of their own, The firſt Sentence therefore the n 
Goddeſs pronounced, was, that all Females addidd Wh ©” 
to Cenſotiouſneſs and Detraction, (ſhould lofe the Acq 
Uſe of Speech; a Puniſhment which would be the ns 
moſt grievous to the Offender, and, (what fhould be Ke 
the End of all Puniſhments) effectual for rooting out 
the Crime. Upon this Edict, which was as foon whi 
executed as publiſhed, the Noiſe of this Aſſemblj Wil *'* 
very conſiderably abated, It was a melancholy o 
Spectacle, to ſee how many who had the Reputation Wi ©" 
of a rigid Virtue ſtruek dumb. A Lady who ſtod Bi I 
by me, and ſaw my Concern 5 told me, ſhe wondered not 
How I could be concerned for ſuch a Pack of 1 
I found by the ſhaking of her Head, ſhe was going 
to give me their Characters; but by her ſaying u ' 
more, I perceived ſhe had loſt the Command of her Oh :” 
Tongue. This Calamity fell very heavy upon that . 
Part of Women who are diſtinguiſhed by the Nam | 
of Prudes, a courtly Word for Female Hypocrites, Wh 
who have a ſhort Way of being virtuous, by ſhew- 


ing that others are vicious, The ſecond Sentence : 
mn | ws WM 
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n then pronounced againſt the looſe Part of the 
der, that all ſhould immediately be pregnant, who 
in any Part of their Lives had run the Hazard of it. 
his produced a very goodly Appearance, and re- 
ealed ſo many Miſconducts, that made thoſe.who 
were lately ſtruck dumb, repine more than ever at 
heir Want of Utterance ; though at the ſame Time 
(n Affliations ſeldom come ſingle) many of the 
Mutes were alſo ſeized with this new Calamity. The- 
Ladies. were now in ſuch a Condition, that they 
would have wanted Room, had not the Plain been 
large enough to let them divide their Ground, and 
»xtend their Lines on all Sides. It was a ſenſible 
AfiQion to me, to ſee ſuch a Multitude of fair one's, 
either dumb or big-bellied : But I was ſomething 
more at Eaſe, when 1 found that they agreed upon 
ſeyeral Regulations to cover ſuch Misfortunes. A- 
mong others, that it ſhould be an eſtabliſhed Maxim 
in all Nations, that a Woman's firſt Child might 
come into the World within fix Months after the 
Acquaintance: with her Huſband ; and that Grief 
might retard the Birth of her laſt till fourteen Months 
after his Deceaſe. | 
This Viſion laſted till my uſual Hour of waking,: 
which I did with ſome Surprize, to find my ſelf alone, 
ater having been engaged almoſt a whole Night 
In ſo prodigious a Multitude. I could not but refle& 
vitz Wonder, at the Partiality and Extravagance of 
ny Viſion; which, according to my Thoughts, has 
not done Juſtice to the Sex. It Virtve in Men is 
more venerable, it is in Women more lovely; which 


= 2 AKS 


ng Milton has very finely expreſſed in his Paradiſe Loft, 
bete Adam, ſpeaking of Eve, after having aſſerted 
" her YG own Pre- eminence, as being fir in Creation and 
tht internal Faculties, breaks out into the following Rap» /' 
We, ; * 
— t whn-1 approach [+ | 
Fer Lwelingſi, jo «bjolate 5/ e feemsg + . 
1 L 4. : 1 Ad 0 S 


ll 
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And in berſulf compleat, ſo well io now 


Hur own, that what sbe wills to do, or ſay, 
Seems wiſeft, virtuufeſt, diſcreete/?, Bit. 
All bigher Knowledge in her Preſence falls 
Deęraded. Wiſdom in Diſeeurſe with ber, 
Loſer, diſreuntenant d, and like Folly abet. 
Authority and Reaſon on ber wait, 

As one intended firſt, not after made 

. Occafionally : And to confumate all, 
Greatneſs of Mind and Noblentſs, their Seat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an Awe 
Abeut her, as a Guard angelic plat'd, 


— — * 


ls 


No Lirs pleaſing to GOD, that is nut 
»ſeful to Man. An Eaſtern STORY, 


This God and Nature link'd the gen'ral Frame ; 
And bad: Self-love and Social be the ſawe. Pope. 


IT pleaſed the mighty Sovereign Athas Caraſcon, 
from whom the Kings of the Earth derive Ho- 
nour and Dominion, to ſet Mirza his Servant over 
the Province of Taurit. In the Hand of Mirza, the 
Balance of Diftribution was ſuſpended with Impar- 
tiality; and under his Adminiſtration the Weak were 
rotected, the Learned received Honour, and the D- 
— rich: Mirza, therefore, was beheld 
by every Eye with Complacency, and every Tongue 
Pronounced Bleffings upon his Head, But it wat 
obſerved that he derived no Joy from the Benefits 
which he diffuſed ; he became penſive and melan- 
choly ; he ſpent his Leiſure in Solitude; in his Pa- 
lace he ſat motionleſs upon a Sofa; and when be 
went out, his Walk was flow, and his Eyes were 
fixed upon the Ground: He applied to the Buſine!s 
of State with Reluctance; and reſolved to relinquilt 
the Toil of Government, of which he could no 
longer enjoy the Ræward. 


He 
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He therefore obtained Permiſſion to a1 the 
Throne of his Sovereign; and being aſked what 
was his Requeſty he made this Reply, May the 
Lord of the World forgive the Slave whom be has 
bonoured, if Adirza preſume again to lay the 
Bounty of - Fbbas' at his Feet. Thou haſt given 
me the Dominion of à Country, fruitful us the 
Gardens of Damaſcus; and at a City, glorious a- 
bove all others, except that only which reflects the 
Sptendor of thy Preſence. But the longeſt | Liſe 
is a Period ſcarce ſufficient to prepare for Death: 
All other Bufineſs is vain and trivial, as the Toil 
of Emmets in the Path of the Traveller, under 
whoſe' Foot they periſh for ever; and all Enjoy- 
ment is unſubſtantial and evanefcent, as the Colours 
of a Bow that appear in the Interval of a Storm. 
Suffer me, therefore, to prepare for the Approach 
ol Eternity; let me give up my Soul to Meditation; 
let Solitude and Silence acquaint me with the Myf- 
teries of Devotion; let me forget the World, and 
by the World be forgotten, till the Moment ar- 
mes, in which the Veil of Eternity ſhall fall, and 
I ſhall de found at the Bar of the: Almighty.” 
Mirza then bowed himſelf to the Earth, and ſtood 
ſent. 50 E! | 


T 


were WW By the Command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
» Di- WH theſe Words he trembled upon that Throne, at the 
held Footſtool of which the World pays Homage: He 


noue BF looked round upon his Nobles; but every Counte- 
was WW nance was pale and every Eye was upon the Earth. 
fits BY No Man opened his Mouth; and tbe King firſt 

broke Silence, after it had continued near an Hour. 


«% Mirza, Ferror and Doubt are come upon me. 
lam alarmed, as a Man who ſuddenly perceives that 
he is near the Brink of a Precipice, and is urged 
forward by an irreſiſtible Force; but yet I know 
tot whether my er is a Reality or a Dream. 
lam as thou art, a Reptile of the Earth; my Liſe 
s a Moment; and Eternity, in which . and 
. ears 
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Years and Ages are nothing, Eternity. is before me, 
for which I alſo ſhould prepare: But by whom they 
muſt the Faithſul be governed? By thoſe only, who 
have no Fear of Judgment? By thoſe only whoſe 
Life is brutal, becauſe like Brutes they do not conſi. 
der that they ſhall die? Or who, indeed are the 
Faithful? Are the buſy Multitudes that crowd the 


City, in a State of Perdition ; And is the Cell db + 
the Derviſe alone the Gate of Paradiſe ? To all, the — 


Lite of a Derviſe is not poſſible: To all, thereſoe, due 
it cannot be a Duty. — to the Houſe which 6 
has in this City been prepared for thy Reſidence; J 
will meditate the Reaſon of thy Requeſt ; and may 
he who illuminates the Mind of the Humble, enable 
me to determine with Wiſdom.“ G e i 

| Mirza departed ;. and on the third Day, having 
received no Commands, he again requeſted an Ay- 
dience, and it was granted. When he: entered thy 
Royal Preſence, his Countenance appeared more 
chearſul; he drew, a. Letter from his Boſom, and 
having k iſſed it, be preſented it with his Right Hand, 

„ My Lord, ſaid he, I bave learned by this Let- 
ter, which I- received from Ceſrou the Iman, who 
now ſtands beſore tbee, in what Manner Life may 
be beſt improved. I am enabled to look back with 
Pleaſure and forward with Hope; and I ſhall now 
rejoice ſtill to be the. Shadow of thy Power at Tau 
715, and to keep. thoſe Honours: which I ſo lately 
wiſhed to rehgn,” The King, who had liſtened to 
Mirza with a Mixture of Surprize and Curiolity, 
immediately gave the Letter to Ceſrou, and com- 
manded that. it ſhould be read. The Eycs of tht 
Court were at once turned upon the hoary 54% | 
whoſe Ccuntenance. was. ſuffuſed with an ond 
Bluſh ; and it was not without ſome Heſitatio! © 
he read theſe. Words. | 

& To Mirza, whom the Wiſdom of, cut 

ny, 4 Lord has honoured with Dominion, »* © | 
veilaſting Health! When I. texrd thy Fu : 


VW-5b e 
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fthdraw the Bleſſings of thy Government from the 
Tbouſands of Tawris, my Heart was wounded with 
the Arrow of Affliction, and my Eyes became dim 
with Sortow. Bat who ſha!l ſpenk before the King, 
wben he is troubled ; and who ſhall boaſt of Know- 
ledge," when! he is diſtreſſed by Doubt ? To thee 
I wil relate the Events of my Youth, which thon 
hall renewed before me; and thoſe Truths which 
they" taught me, may the Prophet multiply to 


thee, | 
Under the Inſtruction of the Phyſician Alunzer, 
Lobtiined ah early Knowledge of his Art. To thoſe 


who were ſtnitten with Diſeaſes, T cbul# admihiſter 


Plants, which tie Sun had (impregnated with the 
Spirit of Health. But the Scenes of Pain, Languor, 
and Mortality, which were perpetually rifing before 
me, made me often tremble for myſelf, I ſaw the 
Grave open at my Feet: I determined, therefore, to 
tontemplate only the Regions beyond it, and to de- 
ſpile every Acquiſition which J could not keep. 1 
conceived an Opinion, that as there was no Merit 
but in voluntary Poverty, and filent Meditation, thoſe 
who defired Money were not proper Objects of 
Bounty; therefore Money was deſpiſed. I buricd 
mine in the Earth; and tehouncing Society, I 
watidered into a wild and ſequeſtered Part of the 
Country; my Dwelling was a Cave by the Side of 
a Hill, I drank the running Water from the Spring, 
and eat ſuch Fruits and Herbs as I could find. To 
Inereaſe the Auſterity of my Liſe, I frequently 
watched all Night, fitting at the Entrance of the 
Cue with my Face to the Eaſt, reſigning myſelf to 
te ſectet Influences! of the Prophet, and expecting 
Ilminations from above One Morning after my 
foturnal Vigil, Juſt as I perceived the Horizon glow 
at the Approach of the Sun, the Power of Sleep be- 
tame irreſiſtible, and I funk utider It, I imagined 
myſelf ſtill fitting at the Entrance of my Cell; 4 

0 1 ee 4 # 113 8 | 
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the Dawn. increaſed, and that as 1 looked earneſtly 
for the firſt Beam of Day, a dark Spot appeared u 
intercept it. I perceived that it was in Motion; 
increaſed. in Size as. it drew near, and at Length | 
diſcovered it go be an Eagle. T (ill kept my Exe 
fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it, and ſaw it alight at a (mill 
Diſtance, where I ndw deſcried a. Fox whoſe tw, 
Fore Legs appeared to be broken. Before this Pa 
the Eagle laid Part of a Kid, which it had brought 
in its Talons, and then diſappeared. When I awa 
ked Ilaid my Fore-head upon the Ground, and blef. 
ſed the Prophet for the Inſtruction of the Morning 
I reviewed my Dream, and ſaid thus to myſelſ, Coſru, 
thou haſt done well to renounce. the Tumult, the 
Buſineſs and the Vanitics of Life ; but thou haſt ay 
yet done it only in Part: Thou art ſtill every Day 
fied in the Search of Food, thy Mind is not whilly 
at Reſt, neither is thy Truſt in Provide ace complete. 
What art thou taught by this Viſion? If thou haſt 
ſcen an Eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to feed a 
Fox that is lame, ſhall not the Hand of. Heaven alſo 
ſupply thee with Food; when that which prevents 
thee from procuring, it to thyſelf, is not Neceſſity 
but Devotion? I was now ſo: confident of a min- 
culous Supply, that I neglected to walk out for my 
Repaſt, which, after the firſt Day, I expected with 
an Impatience that left me little Power of attending 
to any other Object; This Impatience, however, | 
L.boured to ſuppreſs, and perſiſted in my Reſolution; 
but my Eyes at length. began to fail me, and m/ 
Knees ſmote each other; I threw myſelf back war!, 
and hoped my Weakneſs would ſoon increaſe to n- 
ſenſibility. But I was ſuddenly, rouzed by the Voice 
of an inviſible Being who pronounced theſeW ords.; 
Coſrou, I am the Angel, who, by the Command of the 
Almighty, have regiſtered the Thoughts of thy Heart, 
which L am now commiſſioned to reprove. Wile 
thou waſt attempting to become wiſe above that 
which is revealed, thy Folly has 963 2 
110 
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sn whiꝑh was vouchiſafed thee. © Art thou dif- 
| to 1led as the Fox '? f Haſt thou not rather the Pbwers 
; it et the Eigle 7 Ariſe, let the Eagle be the Object of 
iI algen. To Pain and Sickneſs be thay a- 


e ee of Eaſe and Health. Virtue is 


niert Reſt but Action. If thou doſt Good to Man, 
wo i in Evidence of thy Love to God, thy Virtue will 
Px ihe exalted from moral to divine ; and that Happineſs 
ht ich is the Pledge of Paradiſe, will be thy Reward 
Was n Earth, „ 3 

el. — * cheſe Words 1 was not leſs aſtoniſhed than 
ing t, Mountain had been overturned at my Feet. I 
Tov, e mbled myſelf in the Duft; I returned to the Ci- 


J eug up my Treaſure; I was liberal, yet I 


tu Nane rich. Ny Skil in reſtoring Health io the 
D Body, gave me frequent'' Opportunities of curing 
> e Diſeaſes of 'the'Sout. I put on the facred Veſt- 
lete, 


nents; I grew eminent beyond my Merit; and it 
the Pleaſure of the King that I ſhould ſtand be- 
© him. Now, therefore, be not offended; I 
aft of no Knowledge that I have not received: 
u the Sands of the Deſart drink up the Drops of 
Rain, or the Dew of the Morning; ſo do I alſo, 
ho am but Duff; imbibe the Inſtructions of the 
Prophet. ' Believe then that it is he who tells thee, 
| Knowledge is prophane which terminates in 
le; and by a Life waſted in Speculation, little 
en of this can be gained. When the Gates of Pa- 
lie are thrown: open before thee, thy Mind ſhall 
irradiated in a Moment; here thou canſt little 


ate, Noe than pile Error upon Error; there thou ſhalt | 
- Truth upon Truth. Wait therefore for the 
— lorious Viſion ; and in the mean Time emulate 


beagle. Much is in thy Power; and, therefore, 
eh is expected of thee, Though the Almighty 
nly can give Virtue ; yet, as a Prince, thou may eit 
Imulate thoſe to Beneficence, wbo 2& from ne 
eber Motive than immediate Intereſt ; thou canſt 
vt produce the Principle, but mayeſt _— the 

tac- 


— Ä — — s * ws 


ere. now * looked up with a Smile that 


then ſat as Judge) to be deſirous of ſome Reſpite; 
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Practice, The Relief of the Poor is equal, whethy 
they receiue it FP entatios, or Charity; wy 


the "Eſet of a the 8 whether it ly 
intended to obtain the vour of God, or Man. Is 


thy Virtue be thus diffuſed; and if thou believeſt yi 
Reyerence, thau ſhalt be accepted above. Pax. 
vell, May the Smile of Him who reſides in th 

of ens, be upon thee ! And againſt thy 
Name i ig the feed of His Will, may Happmeſ b 


written ! 


Tbe King whoſe Doubts: Like thoſe of line 


communicated. the Joy of his. Mind. He diſmiſſed 
the, Prince to bis Government ; and commande 
theſe Wa to e J6 of to the End that Pol. 


rity may know. That) no Life. is pleaſing to God 
dot Pa Wiſh YON Þ te * | 
The deer of Gene SENSE, 
| AI VISION. 
5 or » Colouring will aba, 
* Ph and Juſt ice bers þ prevail, TA 


WAS the: cther Day buried in the deepeſt Co- 

tem plation, on reading that Paper of the Guar- 
dian in which we are preſented with a View of that 
impartial Court of Juſtice ia the infernal Regio, 
where Mankind (according to the ancient Myibe- 
logy are ſuppoſed to be dealt with, in Proportion u 
ther good ar evil Actions, while on Earth; Ia ide 
Midſt of this Reverie, I was ſeized with a profound 
Sleep, when -methought I was in that Part of the 
lower Regions I had been reading of. The gay 
Hurry and Fatigue of Buſineſs, made Minos ( wi 


for which Realgn, he Jeft Cemmen Senſe, lately a- 
ved from the upper World, to officigte-in his Room 


_ The firſt that appeared befora düs uu Subſt 
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of Mings, was à Figure that approached with an ea- 
V Aſſurance in his Countenance; he ſmiled; on the 
Court with a ſeeming Complacency, and laid Claim 
to Elyfum, from the many. generous. and friendly 
Aions of his Life. No public Subſcription was at- 
tempted, but he was among the firſt to encourage 
it ; no. Acquaintance in. Diſtreſs but he conti ibuted 
to their Relief: In ſhort he was looked upon, 

while on Earth, as a humane, generous Man, be- 

loved by. his Neighbours, and efteemed by his Ac- 

quaintance;—but on a farther Examination it was 

proved, that this very. Perſon was mean enough to 

become Slave to a Party. for a Penſion ; that though 

ſeemingly humane to. Individuals, he was a Betrayer 

and Ruiner of his Country's Intereſt, and that his 

ſeeming Virtues procueded not from any Goodneſs 

of Heart, but an Oſtentation to keep up the empty 

Shew of conſequential Grandeur; on which Com- 

mon Senſe, with a Look of Severity, telling him, that 

cf all Cruelty that towards the Public was the moſt 

unpardonable, nodded towards a black Officer on 

the Left to take him into Cuſtody ; which was no 

ſooner done than another Ghoſt was brought for- 

ward, who amazed the whole Court with his unac- 
countable. indolent Behaviour. When aſked to what 
Purpoſe he had lived fifty three Years and ſome odd 
Months; in the moſt careleſs pick-tooth Manner, 
with his Eyes balf ſhut, he replied, None : And be- 
ing told that was not a ſatis factory Anſwer, retorted 
with a- Gape, —Perhaps ſo. In a Word, he was 
tound to be ſuch a one as Prior deſcribes, 


He ſoundly ſlept the Night away : 
Aud juſt did— Nothing all the Day. 


This pretty Gentleman being informed that In- 
dolence was not the Road to El/jum, was ordered 
to caſt off to the Left, To him ſucceeded a firſt 
Miniſter of State: But it being proved on h's Trial 

that Nature had * him for a Juggler, and 
| that 


1 


1 
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wrong Body, he was remanded back again to Eanj, 


_- waked out of my Reverie, at the Appearance of; 
. *" Ghoſt; with a bloated Countenance, who, on being 


. 
— — — 
* 
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that he had by Miſtake been forced to animate de 


to ſhine in his proper Sphere. I was buried h 
Thought for ſome Time at what I ſaw, when] 


aſked what Sort of a Life he had led, anſwered, 1 
very harmleſs one; that from the Moment he ha 
come to his Eſtate, he had never known what | 
was to be thoroughly ſober ; and that he had cone. 
quently been a great Friend to his Country by pig. 
moting the Exciſe ; and as it was his Fortune to he 
taken off in a drunken Fit, he humbly hoped be 
might be ranked with thoſe who had died in the Ser. 
vice of their Country, The Court was for ſons 
Time puzzled to find out a proper Puniſhment jo 
a Life ſo ſcandalouſly miſpent : They knew Flames Me! 
would be thrown away upon him; but at length, its; 
his Station was fixed among the Suicides, the met e 
diſmal melancholy Spot in Hell. 
Quite different from the former was the next that pe 
was called upon: It was a young Creature with an Wl” 
unſpeakable Sweetneſs and Innocence in her Coun- Qu 
tenance, attended with a Melancholy and Wan» WI9" 
neſs, which ſeemed deeply rooted in her, When hn 
the uſual Queſtion was put, inſtead of anſwering, 
ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears, nor was ſhe ableto 
utter one Word; but a neighbouring Ghoſt who e 
happened to artive about the ſame Time, informed 00 

Common Senſe that ſhe had an unblemiſhed Chanc- 
ter, and was univerſally eſteemed for her Good- 
nature and Senſe, till unfortunately ſhe had given WI”? 
Credit to the Proteſtations of a young Gentleman, 
who had vowed in the moſt ſacred Manner to make WW! 
her is Bride, but after gaining bis Ends had balely WF. 
deſer:t:d her, which flung her into a Melancholy hat * 
ſoon put an End to her Life. The whole Court 
was moved at the Relation, but Common Ser/e telling 
ber Ihe had already ſufficiently expiated for her us 
£3 u- 
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julity, and that the Villain who betrayed her was 
principally to anſwer for the Crime, ordered the 
Keeper of Elyſium to take her into his Protection, 
hich he had no ſooner done than Sorrow fled away, 
der Bloom returned, and Modeſty and Lovelineis 
ſhone with the moſt becoming Sweetneſs. Upon 
ſeeing this, a whole Shoal of Coquets flocked to their 
Trials, not doubting to meet with the ſame gocd 
Fortune, but their Gambols had no other Effect 
on-Common Senſe, than to haſten their filing off to 
the Left. As for Fops, Methodiſts, ' Janſeniſts. 
Humbuggers, and others of the ſame Species, as they 
were known Enemies to Common Senſe, their Trials 
were deferred till the Return of Minos, leſt Juſtice 
from him might ſeem partial, What ſeemed to me 
remarkable was, that Common Senſe often miſtoc k 
Methodiſts for Janſenifts, and Janſeniſts for Method- 
its; ſo greatly ſeemed to him the Reſemblance be- 
tween thoſe two Sectaries. 

Room was now made for a Lady of Figure, who 
preſſed forward with an eaſy Freedom in her Air 
that belpoke her uſed to the beſt Company, The 
Queſtion being put, ſhe declared ſhe bad led a Life 
quite gay and polite : That Drums, Routs, Balls, 
latrigues, Dreſs, &c. had taken up her whole Time, 
and that ſhe had in the End died a Martyr to her 
eliteneſs, by a violent cold ſhe had got at a Maſ- 
qzerade. On being demanded what Good ſhe had 
done ? What Charitics beſtowed, Sc. Sc. What 
Good, what Charities, replied ſhe ; theſe are very 
odd Sort of Queſtions 3 why, my dear, dear Sir, do 
you think we fine Ladies can have Time to think 
of ſuch Things? No, no, our whole Life is taken 
ip with the more important Articles of Cards, Scan- 
Gil, Dreſs, &c. Away with her, cries Common 
dee; to the Left with her; make Room for her 
ladyſhip. Hey-day, who have we got here, con- 
lnues he to a Harlequin, who entered playing his 
ntic Tricks to the 8781 Emolument, as he * 

2 
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ed, of the Spectators: But no ſooner did the 

of Tartarus ſpy him, than (without waiting for Or. 
ders) he Hid his Clutches on him, and poor Lum 
was iminediately dragged from the Bar, amidf th 
repeated Hiſſes of the whole Court. Pray, Friend 
ſays Commm Senſe to the next, why that dejeQ& 
Countenance? Lived 37 Years a-Farmer, (anſwer. 
& the Ghoſt) bad three Sons and one Daughter, yþ 
a Wife whom I tenderly loved, as I did my pou 
Children, whofe Education I wis particularly care. 
ful of, and ſhould have been the happieſt of Man. 
kind, had not the Diſtemper among the Cattle, in i 
few Weeks deprived me df my whole Stock: My 
Landldrd threw ine into Priſon for a Debt he knew 
it was impoſſible for me at that Time to pay, I 
this Situation I did what 1 \could to contribute to 
the Maintenance of my Family, by making Nets, 
Purſes, c. but it was inſufficient, and 1 died for 
Want of Common Neceſlaries*. Pray take care 0f 
him, cries Oimmon Schſe to the Elyfrum Keeper, ind 
convince him, that the more unfortunate Virtue is 
in the other World, the greater the Reward hete; 
and though your Children are deprived of you, they 
are more particularly the Care of a ſuperior Power, 
and a better Parent, who never fails ſooner or later 
to reward GooUneſs, The Keeper of Elyſium, ſmi- 
ling, bid him enter the happy Portal, telling him he 
would theet with his Wite there, whom, it ſeems, 
a'broken Heart had kindly delivered from a trouble- 
ſome World about a Month before. 

The next who mounted was a grave-looking 
Gentleman, who no fooner mentioned his being of 
the ſacerdotal Order, than Common Senſe, cut him 
ſhort, by telling him, it was a Rule of Court, when 
a Band ind Caſſock appeared, to ha ve Enquiry made 
through Ely/oim, if any where in the leaſt in- 

0 | | debted 

* This was exackly the Caſe of a poor Farmer, who 

died In à miſerable Condition in Vork Caſtle. 
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ted to the Reverend Claimant for the Happineſs 
they enjoyed, and if ſuch Evidence appeared in his 
Behalf, he was to be admitted; if not, he was o- 
lige to take the contrary Road. Upon his Diſ- 
nikon, appeared two Duelliſts, who had honour- 
bly expired in their Vocation; no ſocner were they 
tnown, than Common Senſe, acquainting the black 
Officer that Duelliſts were always his Property, de- 
fred be would lend them his Hand, On their 
difappearingy a 555 young Fellow was introduced, 
jallooing and ſhouting with the moſt impudent 
Gare, and ſettled Aflurance imaginable, in his Coun- 
tenance : Hey- day, ſays Common Senſe, who have we 
rot here ? Pray, good baſhiul Sir, what may you 
de! D=———e, old Gentleman, returns the 
Srark, do you know what a Buck, what a Wit is? 
But I cannot anſwer impertinent Queſtions now: I 
have kept a long Faſt, d . — e. Can you help me 
to a freſh Bit of Gaine? Z——ns, I wiſh I had a 
{ew Brother Bucks here, we would ſoon ſhew them 
we could play Hell and the Devi), as well as the beft 
of them below Stairs. Pray, good Mr, Buck, cries 
mn Senſe, move off to the Left; and you, Sir, 
(beaking to the black Officer) let his Buckſhip be 
well hunted when you get him into the dark 


Regiors 


Well, Friend, ſays Common Senſe to a Ghoſt who 
thruſt forward, what may your Paſſport be to Elyfum. 
| have been, replied the Ghoſt, all my Life-time a 
moſt zealous Churchman, a tiue Orthodox Believer, 
a ſtaunch Advocate,——Look ye, Friend, replies 
lmmn Senſe, we never in this Court enquire into 
the Faith, but into the Actions of thoſe who appear 
before us; how did you ſpend the 53 Years you were 
confined to the upper World ? In ſhewing my Zeal, 
replies the Ghoſt, to the True Religion; by revi- 
lng, flandering, and perſecuting all Unbeſievers, 


and forcing into. the Pale of the Church all who 


Where in the wrong Road to=— — Hold, hold, crics 
M 3 Crm- 


2 ——ůů— KD[öUüͤn“ * — 


you with a fulſome Compliment : What ſay yout 
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Common Senſe, you have been in the wrong Roy 
yourſelf all you n ; Charity and Benevolac 
are the ſure Guides to Hum, as Perſecution and 
fiery Zeal, never fail Icading their Followers to Ty. 

tarut; move off, pray, away with him. 

e next called up was a Ghoſt, who boafty 
much of his Ingenuity and ſuperior Talents, ani 
loried in ſeveral Inventions-which were of the u. 
moſt Conſequerice (as he ſaid) to Mankind, I hope, BW bin 
cries Common Senſe, the World is at preſent reaping Wl ful 
the Benefit of your Ingenuity, It did while! lived, 
anſwered the Ghoſt, but as I did not care to publi 
hoſe Secrets in my Life time, they died with ne. Di 
retch, cries Common Senſe, to imagine ſuperix WW ha 
N were granted by Heaven, but for th Pa 
od of Society in which you were placed. Wie Fi 
en are deſigned to be Vehicles of Bleſſings fron 
above : Nor are Miſers of any Sort ſo deteſtable a ab 
thoſe; who through mean ſelfiſh Views bury in Obli. WW ve 
vion what might prove a public and a laſting Benet T 
to their Fellow Creatures ; Take him away. 
On this Gentleman's Diſappearance, a Ghoſt . or 
vanced, who brought a Copy of his Epitaph (, $i 
Way of Credentials) with him from the other Word, Wh bt 
in which he was extolled beyond the Skies for a loving 
Huſband, a tender Father, a ſincere Friend, c. &. 
Which is as much as to ſay, cries Common Senſe, tht 
you died rich, and your Heirs were glad to diſmil 


> 4. 5 3*- 


Actions for you? On Examination, this loving Hub 
band was found to have kept a Brace of Miſtrelle, 
ſor whoſe Support he had abridged his Wile of the 
common Neceſſaries of Life, This tender Fathe! 
took ſuch Care of his Children, that they were unit: 
quainted with every Kind of Knowledge, but a fv 
of the faſhionable Vices: And as for Friendlhip 
though it was a Word often in his Mouth, he nee 
knew any ſtrong enough to withſtznd the leaſt In. 
pulſe of Intereſt, He was prouſe to Extray2guG 
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and yet the greateſt of Miſers Where Merit in Indi- 


ence or Diſtreſs called for his Aſſi ſtance. Common 


hene, on this, beckoned to the Keeper of Tartarus, 
who without Ceremony, enliſted him among his ſi- 


niſter Acquaintance, —_ _ 
The Court, about- this Time wes interrupted by 
a Noiſe at a Diſtance, occaſioned by a Diſpute be- 
tween Charon and a Sailor, who had, unperceived by 
him, flipt into his Boat, and when he landed; re- 
fiſed to pay the uſual Fare. The blunt Tar, with- 
out paying much Regard to thoſe he was before, 
called Charon an old Fool, and ſwore he had not a 
Drop of Sailor's Blood in his Carcaſs, or he would 
have known better than to have asked a Brother for. 
Paſſage Money: That for his Part, it had been his. 
Fortune to be killed in a nayal Engagement, fighting 
zzainſt the Enemies of his Country, and had left all 
above Stairs at Sixes and Sevens ; yet that nothing 
yexed him ſa much, as that a Fellow who wore 
Trouſers, ſhould bave a mercenary Temper. Common 
Senſe, who knew the Value of his blunt Horeſty, 
ordered him, with a Smile, to veer off to the Ely/ian 
Side, and make Way for a Ghoſt who had been 
born to a good Eſtate, but had fooliſhly ſquandered 
it away among Paraſites and ſharpipg Gamſters, and 
left behind him a numerous Progeny of Beggars. 
This Wretch was condemned to wear long Aſſes 
Ears, a Fool's Coat, and a Rattle with Dice; to be 
the Scoff and Jeſt of all Hell, and in ſhort, to be the 
moſt deſpicable among the Damned: Nor was this 
all; for the Sins of his Poſterity, whom he by his 
Folly had reduced to the Neceſſity of committing 
many Crimes, were to be doubly puniſhed in him. 
No ſooner was he taken into Cuſtody than I was 
Called for to the Bar; but my Conſcience accuſing 
me of a Multitude of unrepented Crimes, threw me 
into ſuch a Fright, ttat luckily for me, it put an 
End to my Dream, 
CAR A- 
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CARAZ A N's VisjeN: Or, Soc 
Love and BENEFICENCE recommended 
Graſp the <yhole World of Reaſen, Life and Senſe, 
In one ciaſe 7 of Benevolence: 
Happier, as kinder, in whate'er Degree, 
And Height of Bliſs is Height of Charity. Pope, 
ARAZ AN, the Merchant of Bagdat, was emi. 
nent throughout all the Eaſt for his Avarice and 
his Wealth : His Origin is obſcure as that of the 
Spark which by the Cclliſion of Steel and Adamant 
is ſtruck. out of Darkneſs; and the patient Labour 
of perſevering Diligence alone had made him rich, 
It was remembered, that when he was indigent he 
was thcught to be generous ; and he was ſtill ac. 
knowledged to be inflexibly juſt, But whether in 
his Dealings with Men he diſcovered a Perfidy which 
tempted him to put his 'Fruſt in Gold, or whether 
in Proportion as he accumulated Wealth he diſco. 
vered his own Importance by Increaſe, Carazan 
prized it more as he uſed it leſs: He grzdua!ly loſt 
the Inclination to do Good, as he acquired the Pow- 
er; and as the Hand of Time ſcattered Snow upon 
his Head, the freezing Influence extended to his 
Boſom. | 
But though the Door of Carazan was never open- 
ed by Hoſpitality, nor his Hand by Compaſſion, yet 
Fear led him conftar.tly to the Moſque at the ſtated 
Hours of Prayer : He performed all the Rites of De- 
votion with the moſt ſcrupulous Punctozlity, and 
bad thrice paid his Vows at the Temple of the Pro- 
phet. That Devotion which ariſes from the Love 
of God, and neceſſarily includes the Love of Man, 
as it connects Gratitude with Beneficerce, and ex- 
alts that which was moral to divine, confers new 
Dignity upon Goodneſs, and is the Object not only 
of Affection but Reverercce On tte contrary, the 
Devot ion of the Selhſh, whether it be thought. to 
avert the Puniſhment which every one wiſhes to de 
Woes Ro os 
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id, or to inſure it by the Complication af Hy- 
ify With Guilt, never fails to excite Indigna- 
ion and Abhorrence. Carazan, therefore, when he 
hid locked his Door, and, turning round with a 
Look öf circumſpective Suſpicion, proceeded to the 
i Moſque, wis followed by every Eye with ſilent Ma- 
mi. WM lenity ; the Poor fuſpended their Supplications when 
and WY be paffed by; though he'was known by every Man, 
the yet no Min faldted him. t | 
1 duch had ſong been the Life of 'Carazan, and ſuch 
or WY wis the Character which he had acquired, when 
ich, WY Notice was given by Proclamation, that he Was re- 
ede ed to a magnificent Building in the Cefter f 
. be City, chat he Table ſhould be ſpfead ſor the 
« in WY Public, and that the Stranger ſhould be welcome to 
uh n Bed. The Multitude ſoon ruſhed 1/Ke'a Tortent 
ther WM to dis Door, Waere they beheld him Afftributin 
co. WY Bread to the Hungary atid Apparel to the Naked, 
2 WM tb Eye fofteped with Compaffiop, and his Cheeks 
It een with Delight. Every orie gazed with Aﬀto- 
ov. Wh fiſhment at the Prodigy; and the Murmur of innu- 
non WM enable Voices increaſing like the Sound of approach- 
his WM fg Thunder, Carazan beckoned with his Hand; 
Attention ſuſpended the Tumult in a Mometit ; and 
den- be thos gratified the Curidſity which procured him 
Audience. 
od To him who touches the Mountains and they 
De. oke, the Almighty and the moſt merciful, be e- 
and Wt velafting Honour! He hath 'ordained Sleep to be 
pro- WM fie Minifter of Toftruftion, and his Viſions have re- 
ove MY proved me in the Night. As I was fitting alone in 
lan, ny Haram, with my Lamp burning before me, com- 
- puting the Product of my Merhcandiſe, and exulting 
new in the Inereaſe of my Wealth, I fell into a deep 
only Leep, and the Hand of 'bim who dwells in the third 
the Heaven was upon me, I beheld the Angel of Death 
t to ming forward like a Whirlwind, and he ſmote me 
o be Wl "fore I could deprecate the Blow. At the ſame 
in- Moment I felt myfelf lifted from the Gtound,- and 
tranſ= 
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tranſported with aſtoniſhing Rapidity through 4 
Regions of the Air. The Earth was contraQe u 
an Atom beneath; and the Stars glowed round me ceat 
with a Luſtre that obſcured the Sun. The Gate d 
Paradiſe was now in Sight; and I was interceytes 
by a ſudden Brightneſs which no human Eye could 
behald : The ircevocable Sentence was now to he 
pronounced; my Day of Probation was paſt, and 
from the Evil of my Life nothing could be taken 3. 
way, nor could any Thing be added to the Good. 
When I reflected that my Lot for Eternity was cf, 
which not all the Powers of Nature could reve, 
my Confidence totally forſook me; and while I ſtood 
trembling and ſilept, covered with Confuſion and % 
chilled with Horror, I was thus addreſled by the Nu. 
diance that flamed befare me. nd. 
* Carazan, thy Worſhip has not been accepted, 
becauſe it was not prompted by the Love of God; 
neither can thy Righteouſneſs be rewarded, becauſe 
it was not produced by the Love of Man : For thy 
own Jake only, haſt thou rendered to every Man 
his Due; and thou has approached the Almighty 
only for thyſelf. Thou haſt not looked up with Wer 
Gratitude, nor round thee with Kindneſs. Around Wh ;- 
thee, thou haſt indeed beheld Vice and Folly ; but Wh, 
F Vice and Folly could juſtify thy Parſimony, would 
they not condemn the Bounty of Heaven? If not up- N 
on the Fooliſh and the Vicious, where ſhall the Sun 
diffuſe his Light, or the Clouds diftil their Dew ! 
Where ſhall the Lips of the Spring breathe Fra- 
grance, or the Hand of Autuma diffuſe Plenty ? Re- 
member, Carazan, that thou haſt ſhut Compaſſion 
from thy Heart, and graſped thy Treaſures with an 
Hand of Iron : Thou haft lived for thyſelf ; and, 
therefore henceforth forever thou ſhalt ſubſiſt alone. 
From the Light of Heaven, and from the Society of 
all Beings, ſhalt thou be driven; Solitude ſhal! pro- 
tect the lingering Hours of Eternity, and Darkoels 
aggravate the Horrors of Deſpair,” as 
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At this Moment I was driven by ſome ſecret and 
riftible Power, through the glowing Syſtem of 


me creation, and paſſed innumerable Worlds in a Mo- 
e of Ment. As I approached the Verge of Nature, I per- 
pted WWeeived the Shadows of total and boundleſs Vacuity 
a eepen before me, a dreadful Region of eternal Si- 
be Noce. Solitude, and Darkneſs ? Unutterable Horror 
ant .d me at the Proſpect. and this Exclamation burſt 


om me with all the Vehemence of Deſire. O] that 
bad been deomed for ever to the common Receptacle of 


aft, mpenitence and Guilt ! There Society would have alle- 
rſe, e the Torment of De/pair, and the Rage of Fire 
pi auld net have excluded the Comfort of Light. Or, if I 


bad been condemned to reſide on a Comm, that would re- 
turn but once in a thouſand Years to the Regions of Light 
md Life, the Hope of theſe Periods, however diſtant 
ul chear me in the dreary Interval of Cold andDark= 
wir, and theViciſſitude,would divide Eternity into Time. 
hile this Thought paſſed over my Mind, I loft Sight 


thy Wi the remoteſt Star, and the laſt Glimme ring of Light 
Man quenched into utter Darkneſs. The Agonies of De- 
. pair every Moment increaſed, as every Moment aug- 
with ented my Diftance from the laſt habitable World. 
= | refleted with intolerable Anguiſh, that when ten 


joufand thouſand Years had carried me beyond the 
Reach of all but that Power who fills Infinitude, I 
bould ſtill look forward into an immenſe Abyſs of 
Dukneſe, through which I ſhould ſtill drive with- 
ut Succour and without Society, farther and farther 
ll, for ever and ever. I then ſtretched out my 
Binds towards the Regions of Exiſtence, with an 
motion that awaked me. 'T hus have I been taught 


h an v eltimate Society, like every otter Bleſſing, by its 
2 Ls, My Heart is warmed to Liberality; and I am 


ous to communicate the Happineſs which I feel, 


ty of WW woe from whom it is derived ; for the Society 
— one Wretch, whom in the Pride of Proſperity 1 


buld have ſpurned from my Door, would, in the 
adful Solitude to which I was comdemned, 2 
n 
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been more highly prized, than the Gold of 4fric, d 


the Gems of. Golconda. 1 
At this Reflection upon his, Dream, Carazan bs, C 
came ſuddenly ſilent, and looked upwards in an Ex. Wi 1, 
taſy of Gratitude and Devotion, The Multi, Wi 
was ſtruck at once with the Precept and Example; Will 
and. the Caliph, to, whom the. Event was related. 10 
that he might be liberal beyond the Power of Gdl 7 
commanded it to be recorded for the Benefit « Wil 
= — — —— pl 
— Po? — 10 
On CREATION and the ANIMAL Won 
Range where you pleaſe, in Water, Earth, and An; 0 
God. is in every Thing, and every. cubere A. WW or 
1 there is a great Deal of Pleaſure in Pa 
contemplating the material World, by which * 

I mean that. Syſtem of Bodies into which Nature i. 
has ſo curiouſly wrought the Mafs of dead Matier, pe 
with the ſeveral Relations which thoſe Bodies bear wi 
to one another ; there is Kill, methinks, ſomething i 
more wonderful and ſurpriſing in Contemplatom att 
on the Word of Life, by which I mean all thoſe ti! 
Animals with which every Part. of the Univerſe is 
furniſhed. The material World is only the Self th: 
of the Univerſe: The World of Life are its In- 
bitants. ter 
If we conſider. thoſe Parts of the material World © 
which lie the neareſt: to us, and are therefore ſub- de 
ject to our Obſervations and Inquities, it is amazing 
to conſider the Infinity of. Animals with which it r 
ſtocked. Every Part of Matter is peopled : Ee⁰ Þ 
green Leaf ſwarms with Inhabitants. There ©: 
ſcarce a ſingle Humour in the Body of Man, orc th 
any other Animal, in which our Glaſſes do not diy © 
cover Myriads of living Creatures. The Surface oy © 
Animals is alfo covered with other Animals, which n 


a e in the ſame Manner the Baſis of other Anim 
i : , t 
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hat live upon them; nay, we find in the moſt ſolid 
Bodies, as in Marble itſelf, innumerable Cells and 
Cavities that are crowded. with ſuch im ptible 
lnbabitants, as are too little for the naked Eye to diſ- 


'tuce WW cover, Oa the other Hand, if we look into the 
ole; . more bulky Parts of Nature, we ſee the Seas, Lakes, 
ated, WW ind Rivers teeming with numberleſs Kinds of living 


Creatures: We find every Mountain and Marſh, 
Wilderneſs and Wood, plentifully ftocked with 
Birds, and Beaſts, and every Part of Matter affording 
noper Neceſſaries and Conveniences for the Liveli- 
hood of Multitudes which inhabit it. is -4 
The Author of the Plurality of Worlds draws a ve-" 
ry good Argument from this Conſideration for the 
Papling of every, Planet; as indeed it ſeems very 
probable from the Analogy of Reaſon, that if no 
Part of Matter, which we are acquainted with, lies 
waſte and uſeleſs, thoſe great Bodies which are at 
ſuch a Diſtance from us, ſhould not be deſart and un- 
peopled, but rather that they ſhould be furniſhed 
with Beings adapted to their reſpective Situations. 


ething Exiſtence is a Bleſſing to thoſe Beings only which 
ations are endowed with Perception, and is in a Manner 
| thoſe thrown away upon dead Matter, ang farther than 


2 it is ſubſervient to Beings which are conſcious of 
their Exiſtence. Accordingly we. find, from the 
Bodies which lie under our Obſervation, that Mat- 
ter s only made as the Baſis, and Support of Animals, 


erſe 11 
» Shell 
Inha- 


Won 2nd that there is no more of the one, than what is 
e ſub - neceſſary for the Exiſtence of the other. | 

nazing Infinite Goodneſs is of ſo communicative a Nature 
ch it dat it ſeems to delight in the conferring of Exiſtence, 


upon every Degree of perceptive Being. As this is 
a Speculation, which I have often purſued with great 
"eaſure to myſelf, I ſhall enlarge farther upon it, by 


Every 
here | 


„ ore | 

bot l ®nlidering that Part of the Scale of Beings which 
face o comes within out Knowledge. a 
ue There are ſome living Creatures which are raiſed 


nimals 


but juſt aboye dezd lager, To mention only that 
t | 


Spe- 
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Species of Shell-fiſhy which are formed in the Faſhion 
of a Cone, that grow to the Surface of ſeveral Roch, 
and immediately die upon their being ſervered fron 
the Place whers they grew. There are many other 
Creatures but one remove from theſe, which hays 
no other Senſe: befides that of Feeling and Taft, 
Others have ſtill an additional one of Hearing; - 
thers of Smell, and others of 75 It is wonder. 
ful to obſerve, by what a gradual Progreſs the Woll 
of Life advances through a prodigious Variety gf 
Species, before a Creature is formed that is complet 
in all its Senſes; and even among theſe there is 
ſuch a different Degree of Perfection in the Senſe 
which one Animal enjoys 'beyond what appears in 
another, that though the Senſe in different Animal; 
be diſtinguiſhed bythe ſame common Denominations, 
it ſeems almoſt of a different Nature. If after this 
we look into the ſeveral inward Perfections of Cun- 
ning and Sagacity, or what we generally call Inſtinct, 


we find them riſing after the ſame Manner impercey- 


tibly one above another, and receiving additional 
Improvements, according to thezSpecies in which 


they are implanted, This Progreſs in Nature is ſo 


very gradual, that the moſt perfect of an inferior 
Species comes very near to the moſt imperfect ci 
that which is immediately above it. 

The exuberant and overflowing-Goodneſs of the 
Supreme Being, whoſe Merey extends to all his 
Works, is plainly ſeen, as I have before hinted, 
from his having made ſo very little Matter, at leaſt 
what falls within our Knowledge, that does not 
ſwarm with Life: Nor is his Goodneſs leſs ſeen in 
the Diverſity, than in the Multitude of living Crea- 
tures. Had he only made one Species of Animals, 
none of the reſt would have enjoyed the Happineſs 
of Exiſtence; he has, therefore, /pecifird in his Crea- 
tion every Degree of Life, every Capacity of Beings 
The whole Chaſm in Nature, from a Plant to a Man, 


is filled up with divers Kinds of Creatures, riſing 
one 
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doe over another, by ſuch a. gentle and eaſy Aſcent, 
that the little Tranſitions and Deviations from one 
Species to another, are almoſt inſenſible. 'T his in- 
termediate Space is ſo well huſbanded and managed, 
that there is ſcarce a Degree of Perception which 
does not appear in ſome one Part of the World of 
Life. Is the Goodneſs or Wiſdom of the divine 
Being, more manifeſted in this his Proceeding ? 
There is a Conſequence, beſides thoſe I bave al- 
ready mentioned, which feems very naturally dedu- 
cible from the foregoing Conſiderations, If the Scale 
of Beings riſes by ſuch a regular Progreſs ſo bigh as 
Man, we may, by a Parity of Reafon,' ſuppoſe that 
it ſtill proceeds gradually through thoſe Beings which 
xe of a ſuperior Nature to him; fince there is an 
iofigitely greater Space and Room for different De- 
of Perfection, between the ſupreme Being and 
than between Man and the moſt deſpicable 
Inſet. This Conſequence of ſo great a Variety of 
Beings which are ſuperior to us, from that Variety 
which is inferior to us, is made by Mr. Locke, in a 
Paſſage which I ſhall here ſet down, after having 
premiſed, that notwithſtanding there is ſuch infinite 
Room: between Man and his Maker for the creative 
Power to exert itſelf in, it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
ever be filled up, ſince there will be ſtill an infinite 
Gap or Diſtance between the higheſt created Being, 
and the Power which produced them. 
That there ſhould be more Species of intelligent 
Creatures above us, than there are of ſenſible and 
material below us, is probable to me from hence; 
That in all the viſible corporeal World, we ſee no 
Chaſms, or no Gaps. All quite down from us, the 
Deſcent is by cafy Steps, and a continued Series of 
Things, that each Remove differs very little one 
fromthe other. There are Fiſhes that have Wings, 
and are not Strangers to the airy Region : And there 
ae ſome Birds, that are Inhabitants of the Water, 
whoſe Blood is cold as * their Fleſh ſo like 
* 9 
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in Taſte, that the Scrupulous are allowed them on 
Fiſh Days. There are Animals fo near of Kin bg 
to Birds and Beaſts, that they are in the Middle be. 
tween” both: Amphibious Animals link the Terre. 
trial and Aquatic together: Seals live at Land and x 
Sea, and Porpoiſes have the warm Blood and Entrail 
of a Hog, not to mention what is confidently te. 

rted of Mermaids, or Sea-men. There are ſome 
— that ſeem to have as much Knowledge and 
Reaſon, as ſome that are called Men; and the Ani. 
mal and Vegetable Kingdoms, are ſo nearly joined, 
that if you will take the loweſt of one, and the 
higheſt of the other, there will ſcarce be perceived 
any great Difference between them: And ſo on un- 
till we come to the loweſt and. the moſt inorganical 
Parts of Matter, we ſhall find every where that the 
ſeveral Species are linked together, and differ but in 
almoſt inſenſible Degrees. And when we conſider 
the infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Maker, we 
have Reaſon to think that it is ſuitable to the mag- 
nificent Harmony of the Univerſe, and the gest 
Deſign and infinite Goodneſs of the Architect, that 
the Species of Creatures ſhould alſo, by gentle De- 

ees aſcend upwards from us towards his infinite 
PerſeQion, as we fee they gradually deſcend from us 
downwards: Which if it be probable, we have Rea 
ſon then to be perſuaded, that there- are far more 
Species of Creatures above us, than there are beneath; 
we being in Degree of Perfection much more remote 
from the infinite Being of God, than we are from 
the loweſt State of Being, and that which approaches 
neareſt to nothing. And yet of all thoſe diſtinct 
Species, we have no clear diſtin Ideas.“ 

In this Syſtem of Being, there is no Creature fo 
wonderful in its Nature. and which ſo much deſerves 
our particular Attention, as Man, who fills up the 
middle Space between the Animal and intellectual 
Nature, the viſible and inviſible World, and is that 


Fg _ —__—— kCﬀNH... ©. = : = Cc sn nx =» % 


Link in the Chain of Beings, which has been often 
; SR term- 
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temed the Næxur wtrinfgue Mundi. 80 that he who 
n one RefpeR is aſſociated with Angels and 'Arch- 
Angels," may look upon a Being of infinite Perfection 
tis Father, and the higheſt Order of Spirits as his 
Brethren 3 may in another ReſpeR ſay to Corruption, 
thu art my Father; and to the Worm, thou art my 
Mather and my Sifter, 


= 


Ce... AM... 
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Onthe DEITY, and the wonderful 
FraMs of HUMAN and ANIMAL Bonis. 
Gud firſt made Angels bodvleſt, pure Minds ; 
— YVhings which 1 Bodies be : 
Laft, he made Man th Horizon *rwvizt both Kinds, 
tn hom cue do the World's Abridgment ſee. Davis. 
HOSE who were skilled in Anatomy among 
the Ancients, concluded, from the outward 
and inward Make of a human Body, that it was the 
Work of a Being tranſcendently wiſe and powerful. 
As the World grew more enlightened in this Art, 
their Diſcoveries gave them freſh Opportunities of 
amiring the Conduct of Providence in the Fot ma- 
tion of a human Body. Galen was converted by bis 
DifteAions ; and couſd not but own a Supreme Being 
upoh a Survey of this his Handy-work, There 
were, indeed, many Parts of which the old Anato- 
milts did not know the certain Ufe z but as they 
ſaw that moſt of thoſe which they examined were 
adapted. with admirabte Art to their ſeveral Func- 
tions, they did not queſtion but thoſe, whoſe Uſes 
they could not determine, were contrived with the 
ame Wiſdom for reſpective Ends and Purpoſes, 
vince the Circulation of the Blood has been found 
out, and many other great Diſcoveries have been 
made by our modern Antomiſts, we ſee new Won- 
ters in the human Frame, and diſceru ſeveral im- 
portant Uſes for thoſe Parts, which Uſcs the An- 
tents Knew nothing . In ſhort, the Body of Man 
3 is 
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is ſuch a Subject as ſtands the utmoſt Teſt of Ex. 
mination. Though it appears formed with the niceg 
Wiſdom, upon the moſt ſuperficial Survey of it, | 
ſtill mends upon the Search, and produces our Sur. 
priſe and Amazement in Proportion as we pry int 
it. What I have here ſaid of a human Body, may 
be applied to the Body of every Animal which hy 
been the Subject of an anatomical Obſervation, 
The Body of an Animal is an Object adequate tg 
our Senſes. It is a particular Syſtem of Providence, 
that lies in a narrow Compaſs. The Eye is able to 
command it, and by ſucceſſive Inquiries can ſearch 
into all its Parts. Could the Body of the whole 
Earth, or indeed the whole Univerſe, be thus (ub. 
mitted to the Examination of our Senſes, were it not 
too big and diſproportioned for our Inquiries, to 
unweildy for the Management of the Eye and Hand, 
there is no queſtion but it would appear to us 
curious and well contrived a Frame as that of a hu- 
man Body, We would ſee the ſame Concatenation 
and Subſervience, the ſame Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs, 
the ſame Beauty and Harmony in all and every of its 
Parts, as what we diſcover in the Body of every 
ene t 
The more extended our Reaſon is, and the more 
able to grapple with immenſe, Objects, the greater 
Rill are thoſe Diſcoveries which it makes of Wiſdom 
and Providence in the Works of the Creation. A. Si 
Tſaac Newton, who ſtands up as the Miracle of the 
preſent Age, can look through a whole Planetary 
Syſtem ; conſider it in its Weight, Number, and 
Meaſure ; and draw from it as many Demonſtrations 
of infinite Power and Wiſdom, as a more confined 
Underſtanding is able to dedyce from the Syftem of 
a human Body. - | 
But to return to our Speculations on Anatomy, | 
ſhall here conſider the Fabric and Texture of the 
Bodies of Animals, in one particular View; which 
in my Opinion, ſhews the Hand of a thinking 7 
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\.wiſe Being in their Formation, with the Evidence 
of a thouſand Demonſtrations. \ I think we may lay 
this down as an inccnteſted Principle, that Chance 


* never acts in a perpetual Uniformity and Conſiſtence 
nts „ich itſelf. © If one ſhould always fling the ſame 
nay WH Number with ten thouſand Dice, or ſee every Throw 
hs u five Times leſs, or five Times more in Number 


than the Throw which. immediately preceeded it, 
who would not imagine there is ſome, inviſible Pow- 


which we find in the Operations of Nature. Every 
Kind of Animal is diverſified bydifferentMagnitudes, 
ach of which gives. Riſe to a different Species. Let 
Man trace the Dog or Lion-kind, and he will ob- 
ſerve how many of the Works of Nature are pub- 


too WW liſhed; if I may uſe the Expreſſion, in a Variety of 
and, Wi Editions. If we look into the Reptile World, or 
1s 3 WM into. thoſe. different Kinds of Animals that fill the 
bu: Element of Water, we meet with the ſame Repeti- 


tions among ſeveral Species, that differ very little 
from one another, but in Size and Bulk. You find 


of its WH the ſame Creature that is drawn at large, copied out 
very in ſeveral Proportions, and ending in Miniature. It 
would be tedious to produce Inftances of this regu» 
more ur Conduct in Providence, as it would be ſuperflu- 
eater WW ous to thoſe who are verſed in the natural Hiltory of 
dom Animals. The magnificent Harmony of the Uni- 
. Sic i verſe is ſuch, that we may obſerve innumerable Di- 
f the oem running upon the ſame Ground. I might alſo 
etary Wextend this SpeEulation to the dead Parts of Nature, 
and ia which we may find Matter diſpoſed into many i- 
tions I nular Syſtems, as well in our Survey of Stars and 
fined i Flnets, as of Stones, Vegetables, and other ſublu- 


m of y Parts of the Creation. In a Word, Providence 

has hewn the Richneſs of its Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
ny, | Wot only in the Production of many original Species, 
f the but in the Multiplicity of Deſcents which it has 
bich, WF "ade on every original Species in particula. 
and But to purſue this Thought ſtill farther: Every 


Ving 


« which direQs the Caſt? ,., This is the Proceeding 
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living Creature conſidered in iffelf, has many ven Pen 
complicated Parts that are exact Copies of ſon nut 
other Parts which it poſſeſſes, and which ate com ic 
plicated in the fame Manner. One Eye would hin 
deen ſufficient for the Subſiſtence and Preſervatiny 
of an Animal; but in order to better his Condition, iſ 
we ſee another placed with a mathematical Exa ö 
neſs in the ſame moſt advantageous Situation, and 
in every Particular of the fame Size and Textuy A © 
Is it poffible for Chance to be thus delicate nd WW 
uniform in her Operations? Should a Million deer. 
Dice turn up twice together the fame Number, 
the Wonder would be nothing in Compariſon with 
this. But when we ſee this Similitude and Reten- L 
blance in the Arm, the Hand, the Fingers; whe 
we ſee one Half of the Body entirely correſpond with 
the other in all thoſe minute Strokes, without which WF" 
a Man might very well have ſubſifted ; nay, wha 
we often fee a finzle Part repeated an hundred WF" © 
Times in the ſame Body, notwithſtanding it conſis iP" ® 
of the moſt intricate Weaving of numberleſs Fibry 
and theſe Parts differing fil! in Magnitude, as the WF © 
Convenience of their particular Situation req ies; 
ſure a Man muſt have a ftrange Caſt of Underſtan i. 
ing, who does not diſcover the Finger of God in 9 
wonderful a Work. Theſe Duplicates in thoſe Part 
of the Budy, withcut which a Man might have very 
well ſubſiſted, though not ſo well as with them, att 
a plain Demonſtration. of an all- wiſe Contriver : a 
thoſe' more numerous Copyings, which are found 
among the Veſſels of the ſame Body, are evident 
Demonſtrations that they could not be the Work 
of Chance. This Argument receives additional 
Strength, if we apply it to every Animal and Inſd 
within our Knowledge, as well as to thoſe numbers 
leſs living Creatures that are Objects too minute for 
a human Eye: And if we conſider how the ſeveral 
Species in this whole World of Life reſemble one 
another in very many Particulars, fo far as is come. 


nient 
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ent ſor theit reſpective States of Exiſtence; it is 
Lock more probable that an hundred Million of 
Dice mould be caſually thrown à hundred Million of 
imes in the fame Number, than that the Body of 
oy ſingle Animal ſhould be produced by the fortui- 
was Concourſe of Matter. And that the like Chance 
pould ariſe in innumerable” Inſtances, requires a 
Degree of Credulity that is not under the Direction 
f common Senſe. We may carry this Conſidera- 
jon yet further, if we reflect on the two Sexes in 
jery living Species, with their Reſemblances to 
ch other, and thoſe particular Diſtinctions that 
were neceſſary for the keeping up of this great World 
ff Liſe. 141 pf | | * | FIT 
There are many more Demonſtrations of a Su- 
eme Being, and of his tranſcendant Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs in the Formation of the Body 
Fa living Creature, for which I reter my Reader 
0 other Writings, particularly to the fixth Book 
ide Poem, intitied Creation, where the Anatomy 
Ade human Body is deſcribed with great Perſpicui- 
and Elegance; 4. 10-0} 32 | 


2 8 
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Un the ATTRIBUTES of GOD and the 
STARRY HEAVENs. 1 

Hul, e Goodneſs, great producrite Mind, 
In all thy Works, thyſelf inſcrib'd we find, 
UW IDS!” Lies HBlacklock. 
[Was Yeſterday about Sun-ſet walking in the open 
Felde, until the Night inſenſibly fell upon me. 
a firſt amuſed myſelf with all the Richneſs and 
"ety of Colours, which appeared in the Weſtern 
ns of Heaven: In Proportion as they faded away 
Id went out, ſeveral Stars and Planets appeared 
aſter another, until the whole Fitmament was in 
Glow. The Blueneſs obathe_Zither was exceed- 
py bcightened and enlivened by the Seaſon of the 


_ 
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Year, and by the Rays of all thoſe Luminiaries 
paſſed thro th it. The Galaxy appeared in its — 
beautiful White. To complete the Scene, the {y 
Moon roſe. at length in that clouded Majeſty, whit 
Milton takes Notice of, and opened to the Exe 
new Picture of Nature, which was more finely {hy 
ded, and diſpoſed among ſofter Lights, than thy 
Which the Sun had before diſcovered to us, 

As I was ſurveying the Moon walking in hy 
Brightneſs, and taking her Progreſs among the Cay 
ſtellations, a Thought roſe in me which I belizy 
very often perplexes and diſturbs Men of ſerious wy 
contemplative Natures. David himſelf, fell into; 
in that Reflection, ben I conſider the Heaveni th 
Fark of. thy Fingers, the Moon and the Stars whis 
thou haſt ordained ; what is Man that thou art mindſy 
of him, *nd the Son of Man that thou regarde/t hin 

the ſame Manner, when I conſidered that infinite 
Hoſt of Stars, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, d 
Suns, which were then ſhining upon me, with thok 
innumerable Sets of Planets or Worlds, which wer 
moving round their reſpective Suns z when I fil 
inlarged the Idea, and ſuppoſed another Heaven d 
Suns, and Worlds rifing ftill above this which vt 
diſcovered, and theſe ftill enlightened by a ſupein 
Firmament of Luminaries, which are planted at f 
eat a Diſtance that they may appear to the In- 
— of the former - Stars do to us: In ſhon, 
whilft I purſued this Thought, I could not but u: 
fle& on that little inſignificant Figure which I myel 
bore amidſt the Immenſity of God's Works. 
Were the Sun, which enlightens this Part of tie 
Creation, with all the Hoſt of Planetary Worlds thit 
move about him, utterly extinguiſhed and anoibils 
ted, they would not be miſled more than a Graind 
Sand upon the Sea-ſhore, The Space they poſſch 
is ſo exceedingly little, in Compariſon of the whaty 
that it would ſcarce make a Blawk in the Creation. 
The Chakm would be imperceptible'to an Eye, Mi 
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l take im the Who Compaſs of Nature, and 
om one End of the Creation to the other; as 
b poſſible there may he ſuch a Senſe in ourſelves 
after, of in Creatures which ate at preſent more 
ated thin ourſelves, We ſee many Stars by the 
1p of Glaſſes, which we do not dilcover. with our 
ated Eyes; and the ſinter our Teleſcopes are, the 
none fill are our Diſcoveries. Huygenius carries 
« Thought ſo far, that he does not think it im- 
affible there may be Stars whoſe Light is not yet 
awaled down to us, ſince their: firſt Creation. 
here i no Queſtion but the Univerſe has certain 
Hinds ſet to it z but When we confider that is the 
ork of infinite Power, prompted by infinite Cood- 
e with an infinite Space, to exert itſelf in, how 
an our Imagination ſet any Bounos to it? 
To return theretore to my firſt Thought, I could 
dt but look upon myſelf with ſecret | Horror as a 
Ring that was not worth the ſmalleſt Regard of 
ne who bad ſo great a Work under his Care and 
xrintendericy I was afraid of being overlooked 
malt the Immenſity of Nature, and loſt among 
hat infinite Variety of Creatures, which in all Pro- 
bility fwarm through all theſe immeaſurable Re- 
ons of Matter. | | 
In order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 
bought, I conſtdered that it took its Riſe from thoſe 
arrow Conceptions, which we are apt to entertain 
If the divine Nature. We curſelves cannot attend 
many different Objects at the ſame Time. If 
are careful to inſpect ſome Things, we muſt of 
urſe negleA others. This Imperfection which 
obſerve in ourſelves, is an Imperfection that 
ayes in ſome Degree to Creatures of the higheſt 
acities, as they are Creatures, that is, Beings of 
lite and limited Natures. The Preſence of every 
ated Being is confined to a certain Meaſure of 
mace, and conſequently his Obſervation: is ſtinted to 
certain Number of Objects. The Sphere in which 
We 
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we moye, and act, and underſtand, is; of, a wide 
Circumference to one. Creature than another, ac. 
cording as we riſe one above another in the Scale 
of Exiſtence, But the wideſt of theſe our Sphere 
has its e N 5 . ee we refed 
on the divine Nature, we are ſo uſed and accuſto 
ed to this Imperſesion in 8 14 — 
for bear in ſome Meaſure aſcribing it to him, in whom 
there is no Shadow of mperfechen. Our Reaſon 
indeed, aſſures us, that his Attributes are infinite, 
but the Poorneſs of our Conceptions is ſuch, that 
it cannot forbear ſetting Bounds to every Thing i 
contemplates, untill our Reafon, comes again to our 
Succour, and throws down all thoſe little Prejudice 
which riſe in us unawares, 'and are natural to the 
Ha on. Big 
We ſhould therefore utterly extinguiſh this melan- 
choly Thought, of our being overlooked by our 
Maker in the Multiplicity of his Works and the Infi- je 
nity of thoſe Objects among which he ſeems to be in- Wi 1: 
ceſſantly employed, if we conſider, in the fi: Place, WM Cir 
that he is omnipreſent ; and in the ſecond, that he and 
is Omniſcient, | 902 
If we conſider him in his Omnipreſence : His WM it 1 
Being paſſ*s through, actuates and ſupports the whole 
Frame of Nature, His Creation, and every Part of WW ons 
it, is full of him. There is nothing he has made Wl Bo 
that is either ſo diſtant, ſo little, or ſo inconſidera- WM Ye 
ble, which he does not eflentially inhabit. His Sub- 
ſtance is within the Subſtance of every Being, whe- W in 
ther material or immaterial, and as intimately preſent WW rox 
to it, as that Being is to itſelf, It would be an WH we 
Imperfection in him, were he able to remove out c bee 
wl 
Wa 
2 


one Place into another, or to withdraw himſelf from 
any Thing he has created, or from any Part of that 
Space which is diffuſed and ſpread abroad to Infinity. 
In ſhort to ſpeak of him in the Language of the oll wi 
Philoſopher ; He is a Being whoſe Centre is every Bi th, 
where, and his Circumference no where. R 
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In the ſecond. Place, he is Omniſcient as well as 
Omnipreſent. His Omniſcience indeed neceſlarily 
ind naturally lows from his Omnipreſence ; he can- 
"ot but be conſcious of every Motion that ariſes in 
he whole material World, which he thus eſſential- 
u pervades, and of every Thought that is ſtirring in 
he intellectual World, to every Part of which he 
i thus intimately united, Several Moraliſts have 
confidered the Creation as the Temple of God, 
which he has built with his own Hand, and which 
+ filled with his Preſence. Others have conſidered 
infinite Space as the Receptacle, or rather the Habi- 
tation of the Almighty : But the nobleſt and moſt 
exalted Way of conſidering this infinite Space is that 
of Sir Jaac Newton, who calls it the Senſorium of 
the Godhead. Brutes and Men have their Senſori- 
ala, or little Senſoriums, by which they apprehend 
the Preſence, and perceive the Actions of a few Ob- 
jets that lie contiguous to them, Their Know- 
|:ige and Obſervation turn within a very narrow 
Circle. But as God Almighty cannot but perceive 
and know every Thing in which. he reſides, infinite 
Space gives Room to infinite Knowledge, and is, as 
it were, an Organ to Omniſcience. 
Were the Soul ſeparated from the Body, and with 
one Glance of Thought ſhould ſtart beyond the 
Bounds of the Creation, ſhould it for Millions of 
Years continue its Progreſs through infinite Space 
with the ſame Activity, it would till find itſelf with- 
in the Embrace of its Creator, and encompaſſed 
round with the Immenſity of the Godhead, Whilft 
we are in the Body, he is not leſs preſent with us, 
becauſe he is concealed from us. O that I knew 
where I might find him! ſays Fob, Behold I go for- 
ward, but be is not there; and backward, but I can- 
mt, percerve him. On the Left-hand, where he does 
work, but I cannot behold ham : He hideth himſelf en 
the Right-band that I cannot ſee him. In ſhort, 
Reaſon as well as Revelation, aſſures us, that he 
O | cannot 
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cannot be abfent' from us, riotwithſtanding he is tn. 
d ſcovered by ug * Wo 
In this Conſideration of God Almighty's On, 
preſence and Oniniſrience. every uncomſortabt 
Thougit vaniſhes. He - cannot but regard every 
Thing that has Being, eſpecially ſuch of his Ces. 
tures WHñO fear they are not regarded by him. HK, 
is privy to all their Thoughts, and to that Anxiey 
of Heaft in partitular, which lis apt to trouble then 
on this Occaſion: For as it is impoſſtble he ſhou 
overlook any of his Creatures, fo we may be con. 
dent that he fegards, with an Eye of Mercy, thok 
who endeavour to recommend themſelves to hi 
Notice, and in an unfeigaed Humility of Hear 
_ think themſelves utiworthy that he ſhould be mind. 

ful of them | 


On the Immortality of the Soul. 
y len my free Soil to its bright Sphere ſpall fy, | 


E hrough bouHdleſs Orbs eternal Regions /ty, 
And like the Jun be all one glorious Be. 
| | | _  Shakeſpear, 

T WAS Yeſterday walking alone in one of ny 
1 Friend's Woods, and loft myſelf in it very > 
greeably, as I was running over In my Mind the fe 
veral Arguments that eſtabliſh the great Point, whic 
is the Bafis of Mortality, and the Source of all the 

leaſing Hopes and ſecret Joys that can ariſe in the 
fert of a reaſonable Cteature, viz. the Immot. 
tality of the Soul, I conſidered thofe feveral Prodk 
drawn. | 0 | 

Firſt, From the Nature of the Soul itſelf, and 
particularly its Inimatefiality z which, though not 
- abſolutely neceſſary to the Eternity of its Duration, 
has, I think, been evinced to alm̃oſt a Demonſtn- 


a Secondly, From its Paſſions and Sentiments, ® 
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outiculadly From its Love of Exiſtence» it Horror 
of Anfibilation, and its Hopes of Immortality; with 
that lectet Satisfaction which it finds in the Practice 
of Virtus, and that Uneaſineſs which allows in it 
pan the Commiſſion of Vice. i i Siem 
© Thirdly, Ftom the Nature of the Supreme Being, 
whoſe Juſtice, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Veracity 
we. all concerned in this great Puig... 
Bat among theſe and other eoupilent Arguments 
or the Immortality of the Soul, there is one drawn 
om the nergetual Progreſs of the Soul to its Per- 
Aion; without a Poſſibility of ever arriving at it; 
which.is 3 Hint that L do not remember: to have ſeem 
opened! and improved by others who have written on 
this Subject, though it ſeems to me ti carry a graat 
Weigbt with it. How can it enter into the 
Thoughts of Man, that the Soul, which is capable 
of. ſuch immenſe Perſections, and of receiving new. 

ta all. Eternity, ſhall ſalliaway into 
nothing almoſt as ſonn as it ig .cycated ? Are: ſuch 
kbilives made for no Purpaſe'? A Brute arrives at a 
Point: of Perfection that he can never paſs: In a 
ew Years he bas all the Endowments he is capable 
of; and were he to live ten thouſand more, would 
be the ſame Thing he is at preſent, Were a hu- 
man Soul thus at a Stand in its Accompliſhments, 
where its Faculties to be full blown and incapable of 
further Enlargement, I could imagine it might fall 
away inſenſibly, and drop at once into a State of 
Annihilation, But can we believe a thinking Be- 
ing, that is in a perpetual Progreſs of Improvements, 
and travelling on from Perfection to Perfection, after 
having juſt looked abroad into the Works of its 
Creator, and make a few Diſcoveries of his infinite 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, muſt periſh at its 
hiſt 2 out, and in the very Beginning of its 


A Man, conſidered in his preſent Stats,” ſeems 
ly ſent into the World to propogate his Kind. He 
| O 2 pro- 
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Provides himſelf with a Succeſſor, and immediately 
quits his Poſt to make Room for him. He doc 
not ſeem born to enjoy Life, but to deliver it down 
to others. This is not ſurpriſing to conſider in A, 
nimals which are formed for our Uſe, and can finilh 
their Buſineſs in a ſhort Life, The Silk-worm, a. 
ter having ſpun her Taſk, | lays her Eggs and dig, 
But a Man can never have taken in his full Meaſure 
of Knowledge, hasnot Time to ſubdue his Paflions, 
eſtabliſh his Soul in Virtue, and come up to the Per- 
ſection of his Nature, before he is hurried off the 
Stage. Would an infinitely wiſe Being make ſuch 
glorious Creatures for ſo mean a Purpoſe ? Can he 
delight in the Production of ſuch abortive Intell 
por ſuch ſhort-lived reaſonable Beings ? Waull 

give us Talents that are not to be exerted ? C. 
pacities that are not to be gratified ? How can we 
find that Wiſdom, which ſhines through all hi 
Works, in the Formation of Man, without looking 
on this World as only a Nurſery for the next, and 
believing that the ſeveral Generations of rational 
Creatures which fiſe up and diſappear in ſuch quick 
Succeflions, are only to receive their firſt Rudiments 
of Exiſtence here, and afterwards to be tranſplanted 
into a more friendly Climate, where they may ſpread 
and flouriſh to all Eternity ? 

There is not, in my Opinion, a more pleaſing and 
triumphant Conſideration in Religion than this df 
the perpetual Progreſs which the Soul makes to- 
wards the Perſection of its Nature, without ever ar- 
riving at a Period in it. To look upon the Soul as 
going on from Strength to Strength, to conſider that 
it is to ſhine for ever with new Acceſſions of Glo- 
ry, and brighten to all Eternity; that it will be {til 
adding Virtue to Virtue, and Knowledge to Knov- 
ledge; carries in it ſomething wonderfully agrees. 
ble to that Ambition which is natural to the Mind 
of Man. Nay, it muſt be a Proſpect pleaſing to 
God himſelf, to ſee his Creation for ever beautifying 
: in 
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in his Eyes, and drawing nearer to him by greater 
Degrees of Reſemblince. 3 e n 
Methinks this ſingle Conſideration oſ the Progreſs 
of a finite Spirit to Perfection, will be ſuſſiciont to 
extinguiſh- af Envy in inferior Nature, and all 
Contempt in ſupetior. That Cherubim which now 
ppears a8 à God to a human Soul, knows very wall 
tat the Period will come about in Eternity, when 
the human Soul will be as perſedt as he himfelf. now 
#; nay, when it hall laok down upon that Negree 
of Perfection, as much as it now falls ſhort-of: it, It 
js true, the higher Nature ſtill advances, and by 
at Means preſerves bis Diftance and Superiorĩty in 
the Scale of Beings ; but he knows, how high ſoe ver 
the inferiot Nature will at length mount up to it, and 
ſuine forth in the fame Degree of Gloor. 
| With what Aſtoniſnment and Veneration may 
we look into our on Souls, here there ate ſuch 
hidden Stores Of Virtue and Knowledge, ſuch in- 
exhauſted Sources of Perfection? We know nat 
yet what we ſhall be, nor will it ever enter into the 
Heart of Man to conceive the Glory that will be al- 
ways in Reſerve for him. The Saul canſidered 
with. its Creator, is like: one of thoſe: mathematical 
Lines that may draw: nearer: to another to all Eter- 
nity, without a Poſſibility oi · touching it: And can 
there be a Thought ſo tranſporting, as to conſider 


8 ourſelves in theſe perpetual Approaches to him, who. 
net only the Standard of Perfection but of Happi- 
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On the Viciſſitude of MATERIAL Brixgy 
' Where is the Duſt that has not bee alive ? 
The Spade, the Plough, diſturb our Anceſtors ; 
from human Mould ve reap our daily Bread, Young, 
N a late Converſation among ſome of the Grey 
and the Wiſe, Theron, a Man of Wealth ani 
Figure, but unacquainted with philoſophic Science, 
fat in the midſt of his Friends of both Sexes in x 
ſtately Room, with rich Variety of Furniture, Thy 
ron complained, that he had often heard it ſaid, hoy 
much tue were all indebted to the Country and tbe Pluugb 
But for his Part, he knew no Obligation that we hai 
to that low Rank of Mankind, whoſe Life is taken 
up-in the Fields, the Woods, and the Meadows, but 
that they paid their Rent well, that the Gentleme 
might live at their Eaſe. Crito was pleaſed to ſeine 
'the Occaſion, and entertained the gay Audience with 
a ſurpriſing Lecture of Philoſophy. . | 
Permit me, Theron, {aid he, to be an Advocate 
for the Peaſant, and I can draw up a long Account 
of Particulars for which you are indebted to the Field 
and the Foreft, and to the Men that cultivate the 
Ground, and are engaged in rural Buſineſs, Look 
around you on all the Furniture of the Room, ſui- 
vey your own Cloathing, caſt your Eyes on all the 
ſplendid Array of Therina and Per/is, and the other 
Ladies near them, and you will find that excepta 
few glittering Stones, and a little Gold and Silver 
- which 'was dug out of the Bowels of the Earth, you 
can ſcarce ſee any Thing that was not once growing 
upon the Ground, through the various Laboun 
of the Planter and the Ploughman, Whence came 
the Floor you tread on, Part whereof is inlaid with 
Wood of difterent Colours ? ence thele fair Pan- 
nels of Wainſcot, and the Corniſh that encompaſſes 
and adorns the Room? Whence this lofty Roof of 
Cedar, and the carved Ornaments of it? Are they 


not all the Spoils of the Tees of the Foreſt ? * 
| k 
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got theſe. once the verdant Standards of the Grove 
ir the Mountain ? What are your Hangings of gay 
Tapeſtry ? Are they not owing to the Fleece of the 
which borrowed their, Nouriſhment from the 
Graſs of the Meadows? Thus the Finery of your 
Parlour once was Graſs ; and ſhould you K me 
with a Turn into your Bed- Chamber, I could ſhew 
that the Curtains, and the Linen and coſtly Cover- 
ings where you take your nightly Repoſe, were ſome 
Years ago all growing in the Fields. f 0 
But I need not retire from the Room where we 
ire leated, to give you abundant Diſcoveries of this 
Truth: Is not the Hair of Camels a Part of the Ma- 
terials which compoſe thoſe rich Curtains which hang 
down by the Window, and the eaſy Chairs which 
accommodate your Friends? And if you think a lit- 
tle you will find that Camels with their Hair were 
made of Graſs, as well as the Sheep with their Wool. 
What are the Books that lie in the Window, and the 
litle Implements of Paper and Wax, Pens and Wa- 
ers, which I preſume, may be found in the Eſcru- 
tore? They have all the ſame Original; they were 
once mere. Vegitables. Paper, and Books owe their 
Being to the 'Tatters of Linen which was woven of 
the Threads of Flax, or Hemp: The Paſteboard 
Covers are compoſed of Paper, and the Leather is the 
Skin of the Calf, that drew its Life and Suſtenance 
from the Meadows. The Pen that you write with 
was plucked from the Wing of the Gooſe, which 
lives upon the Graſs of the Common: The Inkhorn 
was borrofyed from: the Front of the grazing Ox: 
The Wafer is made of the Paſte of Rread-corn ; and 
the Wax is originally plundered from the Bee, who 
ſtole it out of a thouſand Flowers. 
Permit me, Ladies, ſaid the Philoſopher, to men- 
tion your Dreſs ; too nice. a Subject indeed for a 
Scholar to pretend any Skill in; but I perſuade my- 
felt your Candour will not reſent, my naming the 
ich Materials, ſince I leave thoſe more important 
eee 
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tlrely by your fuperior Skill. Shall 1 enquire, then, 
who gave Per fi; the ſilken Habit which the wears? 
Did ſhe not barrow it from the Worm, tht ſpun 
thoſe ſhining Threads? And whence did the Wer 
borrow it? From the Leaves of the Mulberry Tree, 
which was planted and gouriſhed for this Purpoſe by 
ſhe Country Swain. May I aſk again, how cane 
Therind” by the fine'Tinen' which ſhe is pleaſed 16 
appear in, and the coſy Lace of Flanders. that ſur 
rounds it? Was it not made of the Stalks of Fla 
that grew up in the Field ke other Vegetable) 
And are not the fineſt of your Muflins owing to the 
Indian Cotton Tree? Nor can you tell me Then, 
one upper Garment you have, whether Coat; Cloak, 
or Nigbt-gown, from your Shoufders to your ven 
Feet, as rich and as new as you think it, which thi 
Sheep, or the pdor Silk - worm has not worn befor 
au, It is certain the Beaver bore your Hat upon 
is Skin; that ſoft Fur was his Covering before it 
was yours : And the Materials of your very Shoes, 
both the upper Part and the Soles of them, covert 
the Calf or the Heifer before they were put on your 
Feet: All this was Graſs at firſt; for we Have ſeen 
0 all the Animal World owes its Being to Vegrt- 
© Give me Leave, Madam, faid be to Therina, with- 
out Offence, to lead you into further Wonder. You 
have ſeen that the Furniture of the Place where we 
are, as well as the precious Attire in which you ar 
drefled, were lately the Production, and the Orm- 
ments of the Foreſt, the Meadow, or the Garden, 
But could you forgive, me if 'T ſhould attempt #0 
perfuade you, that the beautiful Body of - yours, 
oſe lovely Limbs, were once growing alſo in the 
Fields and the Meadows? I fee, Lady, you area 
little ſhocked and ſurprized at the Thought. I con- 
fefs the Ideas and Sentiments of Philoſophy are not 
always fo courtly and ſo favourable to human Nature, 
4 6 a 
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14 to be addreſſed to the tender Sex: But pardon 
Therina, if I enquire, was not your Infancy 
nurſed with Milk and Bread-corn ? Have you not 
been fed with Wheat, though it was of the fineſt 
Kind? And your Drink, what has it been, but either 
the Infuſion of Barley, or the Juice of the Grape; 
or, for Variety, perhaps the Cyder-Grove has ſup- 
plied you? The Fleſh with which you have been 
nouriſhed to ſuch a well-proportioned Stature, be- 
longing to four-footed Animals, or to the Fowls of 
the Air; and each of theſe have either been fed with 
Corn or Graſs. Whence then, Madam, has your 
Body been ſupported, and what do you think it is 
made of ? n 1454 Sephaa F 
But is it ſafer to transfer the Argument to myſelf. 
Theſe Limbs of mine, Therina, owe themſelves en- 
tirely to the animal and vegetable Food, to the Roots 
or the Stalks, to the Leaves or the Fruit of Plants, 
or the Fleſh of Brute Creatures, which have paſſed 
through my Mouth for theſe fifty Years, or the 
Mouths of my Parents before me. This Hand would 
have been worn to a mere Skeleton, my Arms had 
deen dry Bones, and my Trunk and Ribs the Statue 
of Death, had they not all received perpetual Re- 
cruits from the Field, Theſe Lips which now ad- 
dreſs you are of the ſame Materials, and they were 
once growing like the Graſs of the Earth., This 
very Fleſh, which I call mine own, did belong to 
the Sheep or the Ox before it was a Part of me; 
and it ſerved to clothe their Bones before it covered 
mine. You know, Theron, you are. a Gentleman 
who delight in rural Sports, when you reſide at your 
Country- ſeat, and you love to feaſt on the Game that 
you have purſued. Did you ever ſuppoſe that anyPart 
of yourſelf was once hurried through the Air in the 
Breaſt of a frightened Partridge, i; which came before 
Night into your Net? Or that any Piece of you 
„driven through the Fields before the full mouth- 
ei Hounds, on the Legs of a hunted Hare, which wo 
| the 
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the next Day prepared for your Table ? Had you 
ever ſo ſtrange a Thought as this ? And can yoy 
believe it now? Or, upon a Survey of that Argument, 
can: you tell how to deny it? And what are Hates 
and Partiidges made of, but growing Herbage, ot 
#hattered Corn f | 
It is true, you have ſometimes taſted Fiſh, either 
from the Sea or Rivers, but even theſe in their 
Qciginal-are alſo Sorts of Graſs ; they have been fed 
partly by Sea-weeds, and partly by leſſer Fiſh which 
they bave devoured, whoſe prime and natural Nou- 
riſbment was from ſome vegetable. Matter in the 
watery: World. In ſhort, Sit, I am ſtee to declare 
that whether I have eaten Cheeſe or Butter, Bread 
or Milk, whether I haue fed on the Ox or the Sheep, 
or the Fowls of the Air, Lam certain that this Body 
and thoſe Limbs of mine, even to my Teeth and 
Naila, and the Hairs of my Head, are all borrowed 
originally from.the vegetable Creation. Every Thing 
ef me, that is not a thinking Poor, that is net Adin 
or Sper it, was once growing like Graſs on the Ground, 
er. was made of the Roots which ſupported ſome 
green Herbage. 1 * 

Aud now, Theron, what think you of all theſe 
Paradoxes ? Which of them do you. cavil at? Which 
leaves you Room for Doubt or Queſtion ? Is not Phi- 
loſophy an entertaining Study, that teaches us our 
Original, and the aſtoniſhing Operations of Divine 
Wiſdom and Providence? But it teaches us alſo to 

have humble Thoughts of ourſelves, and to remem- 
ber whence we came.” Thera, to conclude the 
Diſcourſe, confeſſed his Surprife and Conviction; 
he acknowledged the Juſtice of Crito's whole Argu- 
ment, gave him hearty Thanks for his inftructive 
Lecture, and i reſolved to remember theſe amazing 
Scenes of the Operations of Nature, and the adora- 
ble Wiſdom of God his Maker, Nor ſhall I ever for- 
get, ſaid he, the ſtrange and unexpected Dependance 
of Man on all the meaner Parts of the Creation. 3 
| a 


F r ... 


The PLEASING | IRSTRUCTOK. 167 


n convinced that Pride was never made for Many 
ehen 1 fee how much a- K in his is to the Fowls 
of the Afr, and Btutes of the Earth. And J think, 
aid he, I am more indebted to my Tenants than 
ger L could have imagined; nor will I cit ſuch a 
cornful Eye again on tbe Grazier and the Farmer, 
duc this Fleſh and Blood: of mine, as well as the 
Furniture of my Houſe, and the Cloaths I wear, 
were. once growing in the Fields or the-W oods; un- 


jearer a- kin to them, ſince this Self of mine, with 
i} the Finery that covers it, was made obiginahy 
of. the ſame Materials with them and their eoarſet 
Coverings- n LINES i bas bnd $77 25t 
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0 the Cnorce of preſent and future 
HAPPINESS and MISERY... 


The wvint*ry Blaſts of Death üg. EFT TS? 
Au not the: Buds of Virtus: No they ſpend 
Beneath the heavenly Beams of brighter Suns, 
Through endleſs Ages into brighter Powers, Thompſon. 
Lewd young Fellow ſeeing an aged Hermit go 
by him barefooted, Father, ſays he, you are in 
a very mi ſerable Condition if there is not another Wor ld. 
True Jon, ſaid the Hermit, but what is thy Condition 
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nt States of Being, or rather, for two different 
lives. His firſt Life is fbort and tranſient ; his ſe- 
cond permanent and laſting. The Queſtion we art 
all concerned in is this, In which of theſe two Lives 
it is our chief Intereſt to make ourſelves happy ? 
Or, in other Words, whether we-ſhould endeavour 
to ſecure outſelves the Pleaſure and Gratifications 
Wa Life which is uncertain and precarious, and 
it its utmoſt Length, of 'a very intonſiderable 
Duration ; or to ſecute to ourſelves the Pleaſures of 
1 Life Which is fixed and ſettled, and will r 
q | en 
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tr their Care and Cultivation ; and I find I am 
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if thirs 45 7 Man is a Creature deſigned for two dif- 


— — 
— — 
— 


—— -———_—_—_— 
© —_ 


CC —— Ä — .,, % -&# » 
Rs — 


Py . —U—äůͤ! 2 
—— — 


hither. 


168 The PreasiNG INS TRUCTOR. 
end } Every Man, upon the firſt hearing of thi 
_  Queltian, knows very well which Side of it he ought 

to cloſe with. But however right we are in Theo. 

sry, it is plain that in Practice we adbere to the 
wrong Side of the Queſtion. We make Proviſion 
for this Liſe as though it were never to have an Eng, 
and for the other Life as though it were never tg 
have a Beginning. b ; 
Should a Spirit of ſuperior Rank, who is a Straq. 
er to human Nature, accidently alight upon the 
Kare, and take a Survey of its Inhabitants ; why 
would his Notions of us be ? Would not he think 
that we are a Species of Beings made for quite dif 
frent Ends and Purpoſes than what we really an 
Muſt not he imagine that we are placed in thi 
World to get Riches and Honours? Would not be 
think that it was our Duty to toil after Wealth, 
and Station and Title? | Nay, would not he believe 
we were forbidden Poverty by Threats of eternal 
Puniſhment, and enjoined to purſue our Pleaſure 
under Pain of Damnation? He would certainly 
imagine that we were influenced, by a Scheme dl 
Duties quite oppoſite to thoſe which are indeed pre- 
ſcribed to us. And truly, according to ſuch an l. 
magination, he muſt conclude that we are a Specis 
of the moſt obedient Creatures in the. Univerk; 
that we are conſtant to our Duty; and that we key 
a ſteady Eye on the End for which we were (ent 


KSFE Freren 


T 


But how great would be his Aſtoniſhment, when 
he learned that we were Beings not deſigned to exif 
in this World above threeſcore and ten Years ; and 
that the greateſt Part of this buſy Species fall (hot 
even of that Age? How would he be loſt in Hor 
ror and. Admiration, when he ſhould know that 
this Set of Creatures, who lay out all their Enda- 
vours for this Life, which ſcaice deſerves the Nan 
of Exiſtence, when, I ſay, he ſhould know that tis 
Set of Creatures ate to exiſt to all Eternity in ans 
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kn Wl the Like for Which they make no Preparations? 
git i Nothing cen be-a greater Diſgraer to Renſon, than 
- dt Men, ho ate perſuadedtof thoſe do, different 
| buntes of Being, ſhoald be perpetually employed: in 
providing for a Life of abegefcore and:ten Veate an 
Aglecting to make Proviſien for i that, which aſter 
many. Myriads:of ears, will be: Rl new, and ſtill 
begisning 4 eſpecially when we conſider (that aur 
Fodeavours 'fer making. ourſelves great, or tich, or 


"© henourable, or whatever elſe we place our 'Happineſs 
1 in, mat after all prove unſucceſsful; whereas if 
vink ve canſtantiy and ſincerely endes uour to malze out- 
4ic des happy: in the other Life, e are fare that our 
an; EAdesvaufe will ſucceed, aud tbat- we ſhall not be 


diappointed of our; Hope. 

The following Queſtion is flarted by one of the 
dchoolmen. Suppoſing the whole Body of / the: Earth. 
ute a gteat Rall or Muſs- of the fineſt Sand, and 
hit a fingle Grain or Particle of this Sand Ihould 
de annihilatdd every thoufand Vears. Suppoſing 
itben that you had it in your Choice to be happy all 
the-while thisoprodigious Maſs of Sand was conſu- 
ming by this ſiow Method till there was not a Grain 


| 

* of itdeft, :on Condition you were to be: miſerable for 
vecin WY ever after; or ſuppoſing that you might be happy 
erſe ; nt erer after, on Condition youlauould be aniferable 


ull the whole Maſs of Sand were thus annihilated: at 
he Nute :of one Sand in- a thouſand Lears: Which 
of theſe two Caſes would you make pour Choice? 
It muſt be confeſſed, in this Caſe, ſo many Thou- 
lands of Years are to the Imagination as a Kind of 


Leenity, though in-Reality they da not: bear ort 
| (hoot e Proportion to that Duration which is to follow 
Hor BY them, as an Unit dees to the greateſt Number which 
y that * put together in Figures, or as one of thoſe 
Inder to the ſuppaſed Heap. Reaſon therefore tells 
Name N u, without any Matter of Heſitation, which would 
at un be the better Part in this Choice, However, as I 
a anc- dare before intimated, ——— W a 
thet | Cafe 
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' Caſe be ſo overſet by the Imagination, as to diſpoſe 
ſome Perſons to ſink under the Conſideration of the 


great Length of the firſt Part of this Duration, ang 


of the great Diſtance of that ſecond Duration which 
is to ſucceed it. The Mind, I fay, might give it. 
ſelf up to that Happineſs which is at Hand, conf. 
dering that it is ſo very near, and that it would lat 


ſo very long. But when the Choice we actual) 


have before us is this, whether we will chuſe to be 
happy for the Space of only threeſcore and ten, nay 


perhaps of only twenty or ten Years, I might (ay d 
only a Day or an Hour, and miſerable to all Etergj. 
ty; ot, on the contrary, | miſerable: for this ſhort 
Term of Years, and happy for a whole Etervity, 
What Words are ſufficient to expreſs that Folly and 


Want of Conſideration, which in ſuch a Caſe make, 


a wrong Choice ? h 

I here put a Caſe even at the worſt, by ſuppo- 
ſing (what ſeldom happens) that a Courſe of Vir. 
tue makes us miſerable in this Life: But if we (up- 
poſe (as it generally happens) that Virtue weuld 


make us more happy even in this Life than a contn- 


ry Courſe of Vice; how can we ſufficien ly admire 
the Stupidity or Madneſs of thoſe Perſons who ate 
capable of making ſo abſurd a Choice ? 

Every wife man therefore will conſider this Lit 


only as it may conduce to the Happineſs ol the cther, 
and chearfully ſacrifice the Pleaſures of a few Years 


to thoſe of an E ernity. 


— — ——— 
K 
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The MOUNTAIN of MisERIES. A VISIox 


By outward Shew, 

Men judge of Happineſs and Ii be; 

Seek I irtue, and of that paſſeſt, 

To Providence reſign the reſt. Gay, 


T is a celebrated Thought of Seccrates, that it all 
1 the Misfortunes of Mankind were caſt into a pub- 


lic 
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re Stock, in order to be equally diſtributed among 
he whole Species, thoſe who now think themſelves 
de moſt unhappy, would prefer the Share they are 
ready poſſeſſed cf, before that which would fall to 
tem by ſuch a Diviſion, Horace has carried this 
Thought a great deal ſurther; which im lies, that 
de Hardſhips or Misfortunes we lie under, are 
tore eaſy to us than thoſe of any otber Perſon 
would be, in Caſe we ſhould change Conditions with 
him. 1 | eg 

As I was ruminating on theſe two Remarks, and 
ated in my Elbow. Chair, I inſenſibly fell aſleep; 
when, on a ſudden, methought there was a Procla- 
mation made by Jupiter, that every Mortal ſhould 
hing in his Griefs and Calamities, and throw them 
together in a Heap. ' There was a large Plain ap- 
yinted for this Purpoſe. I took my Stand in t 8 
Center of it, and ſaw, with a great deal of Pleaſure, 
the whole human Species marching one after another, 
an! throwing down their ſeveral Loads, which im- 
media ely grew up into a vrodigious Mountain, that 
emed tn rife above the Clouds. | 

There was a certain Lady of a thin airy Shape, 
who was very active in this Solemnity. She carried 
a magnifying Giaſs in one of her. Hands, and was 
cloathed in a looſe lowing Robe, embroidered with 
ſeveral Figures of Fiends and Spectres, that diſcover- 
el themfelves in a thouſand chimerical Shapes, as 
her Garment hovered in the Wind. There was 
ſomething wild and diſtracted in her Looks. Her 
Name was Fancy. She led up every Mortal to the 
appointed Place, after having very officiouſly aſſiſted 
hm in making up his Pack, and laying it upon his 
Shoulders. My Heart melted within me to ſee my 
Fellow-creatures groaning under their reſpeRive 
Burthens, and to conſider that prodigious Bulk of 
human Calamities which lay before me. 
There were however ſeveral Perſons who gave 
me great Diverſion upon this Occaſion, I obſerved 


2 One 
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one bringing, in a Fardel very carefully. conceals 
under an old embroidered . Cloak, which upon this 
throwing it into the Heap, I diſcovered. to be Pover. 
» Another, aſter a. great deal of Puffing; threy 


td be His Wife. 

There were Multitudes of Lovers faddled with 
very Whimſical. Burthens, compoſed of Darts and 
Flames; but what was very odd, though they fighed 
as if their Hearts would break under theſe Bundle 
of Calamities, they could not perſuade themſelves to 
_caft them into the Heap when they came up to it; 
But after a few faint Efforts, ſhook their Heads and 
marched 2 heavy Ioaden as they came. I ſay 
Multitudes of old Women throw down their Wrin. 
kles, and. ſeveral young ones who {tripped themſelves 
of a taway Skin. There were very great Heaps of 
red Noſes, large Lips, and ruſty Teeth, The Truth 
of it-is, I was ſurpriſed to ſee the greateſt Part of the 
Mountain made up of bodily Deformities. Ole 
ving one advancing towards. the Heap with a larger 
Cargoe than ordinary upon his Back, Ifound upon his 
near Appreach, that it. was only a natural Humy, 
which he diſpoſed of with great Joy of Heart, 2. 
mong this Collection of human Miſerics. There 
were likewiſe Diſfempers of all Sorts, though I could 
not but obſerve, that there were many more imagy 
nary than real. One little Packet I could not but 
take Notice of, which was a Complication of all the 
Diſeaſes: incident to human Nature, and was in tbe 
Hand of a great many fine People: This was called 
the Spleen. But what moſt of all ſurpriſed me, wat 
a Remark I made, that there was not a ſingle Vice 
or Folly thrown into the whole Heap: At which! 
was very much aſtoniſhed, having concluded within 
myſelf, that every one would take this Opportunity 
of getting, rid of his Paſſions, Prejudices, and 
Fr ailties. 1 
I took Notice in particular of a very profligate 
98 Feilow, 


wn his Luggage; which, upon examining, I found 
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Fellow, Who 1 did not queſtion came loaded with 
dis Crimes, but upon ſearching into his Bundle, I 
und that inftead of throwing his Guilt from him, 

he had only laid down his Memory. He was follow- 
* another worthleſs Rogue, who flung away _ 
Modeſt y inſtead of his Ignorance. 

When the whole Race of Mankind had thus call 
their Burthens, the Fantzme which had been ſo buſy 
on this Occaſion, ſeeing me an idle Spectator of 
what peſſed. approached towards me. I grew un- 
eiſy at her Preſence, when on a ſudden ſhe held her 
mgniſy:ng Glaſs full before my Eyes. I no ſooner 
fw my Face in it, but was ſtartled at the Shortneſs 
of it, which now appears to me in its utmoſt Ag» 
erayation. The immodetate Breadth of the Fea+ 
tres made me very much out of Humour with my 
own Countenance z upon which I threw it from me 
like a Mask, It happened very luckily,: that one 
who ſtood by me had juſt before thrown down his 
Viſage, which it ſeems, was two long for him. It 
As indeed extended to a:moſt ſhameful Length: 1 
believe the very Chin was, modeſtly ſpeaking, as 
long as my whole Face. We had both of us an 
Opportunity of mending ourſelves; and all the Con- 
tributions being now brought in, every Man was at 
Liberty to change his Misfort une for thoſe of ano- 
ther Perſon,” But as there aroſe many new Incidents 
in the 5+ quel of my Viſion, I ſhall reſerve them for 
the Subject of . next ASE: 


1— 


| The VI bn continued. 


Al gractons P rovidence is goed 1 wiſe, 
Aliks in what it gives, and what denies, Pope. 


I my Jaſt Paper, I gave my Reader a Sight of that 
Mountain of Miſeries, which was made up of 
thoſe ſeveral Calamities that afflict the Minds of Men. 
lifaw with. unſpezkable Pleaſure, the whole Species 
3. | bus 
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thus delivered from its Sorrows; though, at the 
ſame Time, as we ſtood round the Heap, and fu 

od the feveral Materials of which it was compokeq, 
there was ſcarce a Mortal, in this vaſt Multitude, 
who did not diſcover what he thought Pleaſures and 
Bleflings of Life; and wondered how the Owners of 
them ever came to look upon them as Burthens and 
Grievances. | 

As we were regarding, very attentively this Con. 
fuſion of Miſeries, this Chaos of Calamity, Fupity 
iſſued out a ſecond Proclamation, that every one waz 
now at Liberty to exchange his Affliction, and to 
return to his Habitation with any other ſuch Bundle 
as ſhould be delivered to him. 

Upon this Faxcy began again to beſtir herſelf, and 
parcelling up the whole Heap with incredible Activity, 
recommended to every one his particular Packet, 
The Hurry and Confufion at this Time was not 
to be expreſſed. Some Obſervations, which 1 made 
upon the Occaſton, I ſhall communicate to the Pub- 
lic. A venerable grey-headed Man, who had laid 
down the Cholic, and who 1 found wanted an Heir 
to his Eftate, fnatched up an undutiful Son, that had 
been thrown into the Heap by an angry Father, 
The graceleſs Youth, in leſs than a Quarter of an 

Hour, putled the old Gentleman by the Beard, and 
had like to have knocked bis Brains out ; fo that 
meeting the true Father who came towards him 
in a Fit of the Gripes, he begged him to take his 
Son again, and give him back his Cholic ; but they 
were incapable either of them to recede from the 
Choice they had made. A poor Gally-ſlave, who 
had thrown down his Chains took up the Gout in 
their Stead, but made fuch wry Faces, that one might 
eaſily perceive he was no great Gainer by the Bar- 
gain. It was pleaſant enough to ſee the ieveral Ex- 
changes that were made, for Sickneſs againſt Pover- 
ty, Hunger againſt Want of Appetite, and Cate 
z gainſt Paia. TE | The 
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The Female World were very buſy among 
themſelves in bartering for Features; one was truck» 
og a Lock of grey Heirs for a Carbuncle, ano- 


ther was making over a ſhort Waiſt for a Pair of 


wund Shoulders, and a third cheapening a bad Face 
or a loſt Reputation: But on all theſe Occaſions, 
there was not one of them who did not think the 
dew Blemiſh, as ſoon as ſhe had got it in her Poſ- 
(efion, much more diſagreeable than the old one, I 
made the ſame Obſervation on every other Misfor- 
tune or Calamity, which every one in the Aſſembly 
brought upon himſelf, in Lieu of what he had parted 
wich; whether it be that all the Evils which befall 
us are in ſome Meaſure ſuited and proportioned to 
our Strength, or that every Evil becomes more ſup- 
portable by our being accuſtomed to it, I ſhall not 
determine. 

[ could not for my Heart forbear pity ing the poor 
hump-backed Gentleman mentioned in the former 


Paper, who went off a very well ſhaped Perſon with 


a Stone in his Bladder ; nor the fine Gentleman who 
had ſtruck up a Bargain with him, that limped 
through a whole Aſſembly of Ladies who uſed to ad- 
mire him, with a Pair of Shoulders peeping over his 
Head. 5 

I muſt not omit my own particular Adventure. 
My Friend with the long Viſage had no ſooner taken 
upon him my ſhort Face, but he made ſuch a gro- 
teſque Figure in it, that as I looked upon bim I could 
not forbear laughing at myſelf, inſomuch that I put 
my own Face out of Counzanance. The poor Gen- 


leman was fo ſenſible of the Ridicule, that I found 


he was aſhamed of what he had done: On the other 
dide, I found that I myſelf had got no great Reaſon 
to triumph; for as I went to touch my Forebead, I 
miſſed the Place, and clapped my Finger upon my up- 
per Lip, Befides as my Noſe was exceeding promi- 
nent, I gave it two or three unlucky Knocks as I was 
Paying my Hand about my Face, and aiming at 2 

other 
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other Part of it. I ſaw two other Gentlemen by me, 
who were in the ſame ridicu!ous Circumſtance, 
Theſe had made a fooliſh Swap between a Couple cf 
thick bandy Legs, and two long Trap- ſticks that hg 
no Calfs'to them. One of thefe looked like a Man 
walking upon Stilts, and was ſo liſted up into th: 
Air above his ordin:ry Height, that his Head turned 
round with it, while the other made fuch aukwarg 
Circles as he attempted to walk, that he fcarce 
knew how to move forward upon his new Sup. 
porters : Obſerving tim to be a pleaſant kind of Fel. 
low, I ſtuck my Cane in the Ground, and told him 
T weuld lay him a Bottle of Wine, that he did not 
march up to it on a Line, that I drew for bim, in: 
Quarter of an Hout. ü | 
The Heap was at laft diſtributed among the two 
Scxes, who made a moſt piteous Sight, as they 
wandered up ard down under the Preſſure of their 
ſeveral Burdens The whole Pn was filled with 
Murmurs ard Con'plaints,'*Grotns and Lamenta. 
tions. Jupiter at length, taking Compaſſion on the 
| poor Mortals, ordered them a ſecond I ime to liy 
| dawn theit Loads, with a"Defign*to give every ons 
his own 2gain, © They diſcharged themf{lves with i 
great deal of Pleaſure, after which, the Fan tem, 
who had led them into ſuch greſs Deluſions, was 
commanded to diſappear. T here was ſert in her 
| Stead a Goddeſs of a quite different Figure: Her 
Motions were ſteady and compoſed, and her Ape 
ſerious and chearful. She every now and then cal 
her Eyes towards Heaven, and fixed them up'n 7t- 
piter: Her Name was Patience. She had no ſooner 
placed herſelf by the Mount of Sorrows, but, what 
T thought very remarkable, the whole Heap ſenk to 
ſuch a Degree, that it did nat appear a third Part fo 
big as it was before, She afterwards returned every 
Man his own proper Calamity, and teaching bim 
b to bear it in the moſt commodiovs Manner, be thee 
warched eff with it contentedly, being very wel whe! 
Gi le Y 42] 14 Jos Plesk ſued 


The PrrxsING INS rRUC rox. 177 
te. pe⸗ſed that he had not been left to his own Choice; 
Hs the Kind of Evils which fell to his Lot. 

1d Beſides the ſeveral Pieces of Morality. to be drawn 
lan at of this Viſton, I learned from it, never to repine 
th: n my own Misfortunes, or to envy the Happineſs 
6 Wl cf another, ſince it is impoſſible for any Man ta form 
ad Wl x right Judgment of his Neighbour's Sufferings; far 
ce Wl ytich Reaſon alſo. I have determined never. to think 
up. WY oo lightly of another's. Complaints, but to regard 
del. Wl the Sorrows of my Fellow-creature with Sentiments 
i'm Wl of Humanity and Compaſſion, 


ä 


heir Fortune ber Gifts, may. variouſly diſpoſe ; 
rich And theſe be happy call d, unbappy thoſe.: 
nta. But Heav' n juſt Balance equal will appear, 


the While thoſt are plac*d th Hope, and theſe in es : 

lay on 
on? LMET, tbe Derviſe, wha watched the ſacred 

ch Lamp in the Sepulehre of the Prophet, as he 


me, ote Day roſe up from the Devotions of the Morning, 
wes Wl which. he had performed at the Gate of the Temple 
ber I with his Body turned towards the Eaſt and his Fore- 
Her bead on the Earth, ſaw before him a Man in ſplen- 
pect Wi 0d Apparel, attended by a long Retinue,, who gazed. 
colt Wi fiedfaſtly at bim, with a Look of mournful Com- 
Ju- placency, and ſeemed deſirous to ſpeak, but unwil- 
log to offend 

The Dervile, after a ſhort Silence, advanced, and 
aluting him with the calm Dignity which Indepen- 
lence eonfers upon Humility, requeſted that he 
would reveal his Purpoſe. 

* Almet,” ſaid. the Stranger, * thou ſeeſt before 
theea Man, whom the Hand of Proſperity has over- 
whelmed with Wretchedneſs. Whatever I once de- 
ied as the Means of Happineſs, I now poſſeſs; * 
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I am, not. yet happy, and therefore I deſpair. I . 
gret the Lapſe of 'I ime, becauſe it glides away with. 
gut Enjoy ment; and-as I cxpect nothing in the fu. 
ture but the Vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that 
the future ſhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it ſhould 
be cut off; and my Heart ſinks, when I anticipate 
the Moment, in which Eternity ſhall cloſe over thy 
Vacuity of my Life, like the Sea upon the Path of x 
Ship, and leave no Traces of my Exiſtence more du. 
rable than the Furrow which remains aſter the Ware 
have united, If in the Treaſures of thy Wiſdom, 
there is any Precept to obtain Felicity, vouchſafe i 
to me: For this Purpoſe I am come; a Purpo/ 
which yet I fear to reveal, leſt, like all the former, 
it ſhould be diſeppointed.“ met liftened, with 
Looks of A ſtoniſhment and Pity, to this Complaint 
of a Being, in whom Reaſon was known to ben 
Pledge of Immortality: But the Serenity, cf his 
Countenance ſoon returned ; and ftretching out hi; 
Hand towards Heaven, „Stranger, ſaid be, © the 
Knowledge which I have received from the Prophet, 
I will, communicate to thee. 

As I was ſitting once at the Porch of the Temple 
penſive and alone, mine Eye wandered among the 
Multitude that was ſcattered before me; and while 
T remarked the Wearineſs and Solici: ude which was 
viſible in every Countenance, I wes ſuddenly ſtruck 
with a Senſe of their Condition, Wretched Mortals, 
ſaid I, to what Purpoſe are j ou buſy ? If to produce 
Happineſs, by whom is it enjoyed? Do the Linens. 
of Egypt, and the Silks of Perſia beſtow Felicity on 
thoſe who wear them, equal to the Wretchedneſs of 
yonder Slaves whom I ſce leading the Carrels that 
bring them ? Is the Fineneſs of the Texture or the 
Splendor of the Tents, regarded. with Delight by 
thoſe, to whom Cuſtom has rendered them fami- 
liar: Or can the Power of Habit render 0 hers in- 
ſenſible of Pain, who live only to traverſe the De- 


ſart; a Scene of dreadful Uniformity, where a ber- 
8 | ren 
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te. es Levil is bounded only by the Horizon ; Where 
ith. „o Change of ProfpeR, or Variety of Image“, relieve 
the Traveller from a Senſe of Toil and Danger; of 
nat i wWhirlwinds' which in a Moment may bury him in 
ld the Sand, and of Thirſt which the Wealthy have 
die gen Half their, Poffeſfions to allay? Do thoſe on 
de vom hereditafy Diamonds ſparkle with unregarded 
of: Lokre, gain fromthe Pofl:fhon what is loſt by the 

Wretch who ſeeks them in the Mine; who lives 
v3 excluded from the common Bounties of Nature , to 
whom even the Viciffitude of Day and Night is not 
known ; who ſighs in perpetual Daikneſs, and 
whoſe Life is one mournful Alternative of Inſenſi- 
bility and Labour ! If thoſe are not happy who poſ- 
eſs, in Proportion as thoſe ate wretched who be- 


aint Wi gow, how vain a Dream is the Life of Man And 
dent there is indeed ſuch Difference in the Value of 
bis Exiſtence, how - ſhall we acquit of Partiality the 
| hi Hand by which this D fference has been made? 
' the While my Thoughts thus multiplied, and my 
het, BW pore burnt” within me, I became ſenſible of a 
ſudden I fluence from above. The Streets and the 
mple Crowds of Mecca diſappeared, I found myſelf fit- 
dne BY ting on the Declivity of a Mountaio, and perceived 
wy my right Hand an Angel, whom I knew to be 
v0 WF {25708 the Miniſter of Reproof. When J ſaw him 
ruck I vas afraid. I caſt mine Eyes upon the Ground, 
tals and was ' about to deprecate his Anger, when he 
auce commanded me to be ſilent, “ Amet,” ſaid he, 
nem ou haſt devoted thy Life to Meditation, that thy 
e Counſel might deliver Ignotance from the Mazes of 
ls of Error, and deter Preſumption from the Precipice of 
that BY Guilt ; but the Book of Nature thou haſt read with- 
* out Underſtanding : It is again open before thee; 
: box up, conſider it, and be wiſe.” | 
8 Hooked up. and beheld an Incloſure, beautiful as 


D the Gardens of Paradiſe, but of a ſmall Extent, 
155 Through the Middle, there was a green Walk; at 
_ the End, a wild Deſart; and beyond, impenetrable - 
ren Dar k- 
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Darkneſs. The Walk was ſhaded with Treescf e 
very Kind, that were coveted at ence with Bloſbn: 
and Fruit ; innumerable Birds were ſinging n 
Branches; the Graſs was intermingled with Flowen, 
which impregnated the Breeze with Fragrance, and 
painted the Path with Beauty: On one Side ſlowei 
a gentle tranſparent Stream, which was juſt heul 
to murmur over the golden Sands that ſpark led 3 
the Bottom. ; and on the other were Walks and Boy. 
ers Fountains, Grottos and Caſcades, which diver. 
ſified the Scene with endleſs Variety, but did ng 
conceal the Bounds. 

While I was gazing in a Tranſport of Delight an 
Wonder on this-enchanting Spot, I perceived a Ma 
ſtealing along the Walk with a thoughtful and del. 
berate Pace: His Eyes were fixed upon the Earth, 
and his Arms-croſſed on this. Boſom. 3 he ſometime; 
ſtarted as if a ſudden Pang had ſeized him ; th 

Countenance expreſſed Solicitude and Terror; te 
looked round with a Sigh, and baving gazed a Mo- 
ment on the Deſart that lay before him, he ſeems 
as it he wiſhed to ſtop but was impelled ' forward 
by ſome invuiſible Power: His Features, howevez, 
ſoon ſettled. again into a calm Melancholy; his Eyes 
were again fixed on the Ground, and hewentons 
before, with apparent Reluctance, but without 
Emotion. I was ſtruek with this Appearance; ail 
turning haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquir 
what could produce ſuch: Infelicity in a Being, ſut 
rounded with every Object that- could gratify even 
Senſe ; but he prevented my Requeſt : The Bod 
of Nature, “ ſaid he, is beſore thee ; look up con- 
ſider it and be wiſe. I looked and beheld a Vale 
between two Mountains that were craggy and bat- 
ren: On the Path there was no Verdure, and the 
Mountains afforded no Shade; the Sun burned in 
the Zenith, and every Spring was dried up: But the 
Valley terminated in a Country that as pleaſant and 
fertile, ſhaded with Woods, and adorned with Bull 

ing 
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ings, At a ſerond View, I diſcovered a Man in this 
Valley, mergre indeed and naked, but his Counte- 
nance was cheat ful, and his Deportment active: He 
kept his Eye fixed upon the Country before him, and 
joked as if he would have run, but that he was re- 
{ined, as the other had been impelled, by ſome 
ſecret Influence”: Sometimes, indeed, I perceived a 
ſudden Expreflion of Pain, and ſometimes he 

fort as if his Foot was pierced by the Aſperities of 
the Way ; but the Sprightlineſs of his Countenance 
inſtantly returned, and he preſſed forward without 
Appearance of Repining or Comphint, 

I turned again towards the Angel, impatient te 
enquire from what ſecret Source Happineſs was de- 
rived, in a Situation ſo different from that in which. 
it might have been expected; but he again prevent- 
el my Requeſt : ©* Almet,” ſaid he, remember 
what thou has ſeen, and let this Memorial be writ- 
ten upon the Tablets of thy Heart. Remember, 
Almet, that the World in which thou art placed, is 
but the Road to another; and that Happineſs de- 
pends not upon the Path, but the End: The Value 
of this Period of thy Exiſtence, is fixed by Hope and 
Fear, The Wretch who wiſhed to linger in the 
Garden, who looked round upon its Limits with 
Terror, was deſtitute of Enjoyment, becauſe he was 
deſtitute of Hope, and was perpetually tormented by 
the Dread of loſing that which he did not enjoy. 
The Song of the Birds had been repeated till it was 
not heard, and the Flowers had ſo often recurred,- 
that their Beauty was not ſeen ; the River glided by 
unnoticed, and he feared to lift his Eye to the Proſ- 
pet, leſt he ſhould behold the Waſte that circum- 
ſcribed it, But he that toiled through the Valley 
was happy becauſe he looked forward with Hope. 
Thus, to the Sojourner upon Earth, it is of little 
Moment whether the Path he treads be ſtrewed with 
Flowers or with Thorns, if he perceives himſelf to 
approach thoſe Regions, in Compariſon of which the 

| Thoras 
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Thorns and the Flowers of this Wilderneſs loſe thei 
Diſtinction, and are both alike impotent ta piye 
Pleaſure or Pain. 

„What then has eternal Wiſdom unequally di. 
tributed? That which can make every Station haps 
Py, and without which every Station muſt be wretch, 
ed, is acquired dy Virtue; and Virtue is poſſible to 
all. Remember, Almet, the Viſion which thou haf 
ſeen ; and let my Words be written on the Table 
of thy Heart, that thou mayeſt direct the Wanderer 
to Happineſs, and juſtify God to Men.” 

While the Voice of Aaeran was yet ſounding in 
my Ear, the Proſpect vaniſhed from before me, and 
I-found myſelf again fitting at the Porch of the 
Temple. The Sun was gone down, the Multitude 
was /xetired. to Reſt, and the ſolemn Quiet of Mid. 
night concurred with the Reſolutig of my Douby 
to complete the T * of my Mind. 

Such, my Son, was the Viſion which the Prophet 
vouchſafed me, not for my Sake only, but for thine, 
Thou haſt ſought Felicity in temporal Things; and 
therefore thou art diſappointed. Let not Inſtruction 
be loſt upon thee z- but go thy Way, let thÞFleock 
cloath the Naked, and thy Table feed the Hyngy; 
deliver the Poor from Oppreſſion, and et thy Con- 
verſation be above. Thus ſhalt thou rejotce in Hit, 
and look forward to the End of Life, as th& Conſum- 
mation of thy Felicity: 

 Almet, in whoſe Breaſt Devotion kindled as he 
ſpake, returned into the Temple, and the Strange 
departed in Peace, 
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On O MENS. 
Alas! you know the Cauſe too well ; 


y dif. The Salt is ſpilt, to me it fell: 
hay. il Wer, 10 contribute-to my Loſs, 
etch. be Hufe and. Fork were laid a-croſs.. 


Laft:Night,, I voto! Heav'n, "tis true, 

Bounce from ths Fire a Coffin flew.. Gay. 

NO Yeſterday to dine with an old. Atquain- 
tance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole 

family very much. dejected. Upon afking him the 

Occaſion of itz he told me that his Wife had -· dreamt 


ng i 

* zyery ſtrange Dream the Night before, which they 
of the were afraid portended ſome Misfortune to themſelves 
Ititude e to their Children: At her coming into the Room 


l obſerved a ſettled Melancholy in her Countenance, 
nich L ſhould have been troubled for, had I not. 
from whence it proceeded. We were no 


rophet aner ſat down, but, after having looked upon me 
thine te While, „My dear, ſays ſhe, turning to ber- 
„ and alb and, you may now. ſee the Stranger that wa 
udien Wi the Candle laſt Night.“ Soon after this, as they 
Fleck gan to talk of Family Affairs, a little Boy at the 
nen; oer End of the Table told her, that he was to go 


he, * no Child, if it pleaſe God, you ſhall not be- 
gin upon Childermas-day ; tell your Writing-Maſ- 
ter that Friday will be ſoon enough,” I was reflec. 
Ing with myſelf on the Odneſs of her Fancy, and 


top by the Way; at which ſhe immediately ſtartled, 
id {aid it fell towards her. Upon this I looked 


| Or able, began to conſider myſelf, with ſome Conſu- 
Q z the 


ito Joining-hand on Thurſday : T hurſgay ! ſays. 


ndering that any Body would eftabliſb it as a Rule 
b boſe a Day in every Week. In the Midſt of theſe 
y Muſings, ſhe deſired me to reach her a little Salt 
pon the Point of my Knife, which I did in ſuch a 
repidation and Hurry of Obedience, that I let it 


y blank; and, obſerving the Concern of the whole 
M, as a Perſon that had brought a Diſaſter upon 
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the Family. The Lady however recovering herſelf 
after a little Space ſaid to her Huſband with a Sigh 
« My Dear, Misfortunes never come ſingle.” My 
Friend, I found, acted but an Under-part at his Ta. 
ble, and being a Man of more Good-nature thin 
Underſtanding, thinks himſelf obliged to fall in 
with all the Paſſions and Humours of his Yoke. 
fellow: Do not you remember, Child,” ſays ſhe, 
« that the Pigeon-Houſe fell the very Afternoon 
4c that our careleſs Wench ſpilt the Salt upon the 
46 Table? Yes, ſays he, My Dear, and the next Poſt 
brought us an Account of the Battle of Almanza. 
'The Reader may gueſs at the Figure I made, after 
having done all this Miſchief. I diſpatched my Din- 
ner as ſoon as I could with my uſual Taciturnity 
when to my utter Confuſion, the Lady ſeeing me 
quitting my Knife and Fork, and laying them aerob 
one another upon my Plate, deſired me that I woull 
humour her ſo far as to take them out of that Fipure, 
and place them Side by Side. What the Abſurdity 
was which I had committed, I did nat know, but 
I ſuppoſe there was ſome traditionary Superſtition 
in it; and therefore, in Obedience to the Lady of the 
Houſe, I diſpoſed of my Knife and Fork in tac 
Parallel Lines, which is the Figure I ſhal! alway 
lay them in for the future, though I do not kroy 
any Reaſon for it. 

It is not difficult for a Man to ſee that a Perſon 
has conceived an Averſzon to him. For my own 
Part, I quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that ſhe 
regarded me as a very odd Kind of a Fellow, with an 
unfortunate Aſpect: For which Reaſon I took my 
Leave immediately after Dinner, and withdrew to 
my own Lodgings. Upon my Return home, I fel 
into a profound Contemplation on the Evils that at- 
tend thoſe ſuperſtitious Follies of Mankind ; how 
they ſubject us to imaginary Afflictions, and addr 
tional Sorrows, that do not properly come within 


our Lot. As if the natural Calamities of Life wete 
«1s 19 9 not 
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got ſufficient» for it, we turn the moſt indifferent 


Cicumftances- into Misfortunes, and ſuffer as. much 


rom trifling Accidents, as from real Evils. I have 
own the Shooting of a Star ſpoil a Night's. Reid ; 


ind have ſeen a Man in Love gro pale and Joſe his- 
appetite, upon the placking of a Merry-thought. A 
creech Owl at Midnight has alatmed a. Family, 
note then a Band of Robbers ; nay the- Voice-of-a+ 
Cricke thath- ſtruck more Terror, than the- roaring 
o a Lion. There is nothing ſo inconſiderable, 
which-may- not appear dreadful to an Imagination 
that is filled with Omens and Prognoſticks. & ruſty. 
Nail, or-a-crooked-Pin, ſhoots up into Prodigies. 

[remember E was once in a mixt Aſſembly, that- 
was full of Noiſe and Mirth, when on a ſudden an 
dd Woman unluckily obſerved there were thirteen. 
ef: us; in. Company. This Remark ſtruck a panic 
Terror into ſeveral who were preſent, inſomuch-that- 
one or two of the Ladies were going to leave the 
Room ; but a Friend of mine taking Notice that one- 
of our Female Companions was big with Child, af- 
firmed: there were fourteen in the Room, and that- 
inſtead of portending one of the Company ſhould die, 
plainly: foretold one of them ſhould be- born. Had. 
nt my Friend found this Experiment to break the 
Onen, I queſtion. not hut Half the Women in the 
Company would have fallen ſick that very Night. 

An old Maid, that is troubled with the Vapours, 
produces infinite Diſturbances of this Kind among 


der Friends and Neighbours. I know, a Maiden 


Aunt of a great Family, who is one of- theſe anti- 
quated. $ybz/s, that forbodes and propheſies from one 
End of the Year to the other. She is always ſeeing 
Apparitions, and heating Death-watehes; and was 
the other Day almoſt frighted out of her Wits, by 
the great Houſe-dog, that howled in the Stable. at. a 
Time when ſhe lay ill of the Tooth-ach. Such an 
extravagant, Caſt of Mind engages Multitudes of 
reople not only in impertinent Terror, but in ſu- 


Q 3 per nu- 
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pernumerary Duties of Life; and ariſes from that 
Fear and Ignorance which are natural to the Soul o 
Man. The Horror with which we entertain the 
Thoughts of Death (or indeed of any future Evi) 
and the Uncertainty of its Approach, fill a melan- 
choly. Mind with innumerable Apprehenſions and 
Suſpicions, and conſequently diſpoſe it to the Obſet- 
vation of ſuch groundleſs Prodigies and Predictions. 
For as it is the chief Concern of wiſe Men, to te. 
trench the Evils of Life by the Reaſonings of Philo- 
ſopby ; it is the Employment of Fools, to multiply 
them by the Sentiments of Superſtition, . 
For my own Part, I ſhould be very much troubled 
were I endowed with this divining Quality, though 
it ſhould inform me truly of every "Thing that can 
befal me. I would not anticipate the Reliſh of any 
Happineſs, nor feel the Weight of any Miſery, be- 
fore it actually arrives, 

I know but one Way of fortifying my Soul again 
theſe gloomy Preſages and Terrors of Mind ; and 
that is, by ſecuring to myſelf the Friendſhip and 
Protection of that Being, who diſpoſes of Events, and 
governs Futurity. He ſees at one View, the whole 
Thread of my Exiſtence, not only that Part of it 
which I have already paſſed through, but that which 
runs forward into all the Depths of Eternity. When 
I lay me down to ſleep, I recommend myſelf to his 
Care; when I awake, I give myſelf up to his Di- 
rection. Amidſt all the Evils that threaten me, 
will look up to him for Help, and queſtion not but 
he will either avert, or turn them to my Advantage, 
Though I know neither the Time nor the Manner 
of the Death I am to die, I am not at all ſolicitous 
about it? Becauſe I am ſure that he knows them 


both, and that he will not fail to comfort and ſuppoit } 


me under them. 


1 


AR 


On 


4 
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On GrosTs and APPARITIONS. 


ben Apparitions fill the Mind, 

The Soul's unnery'd, and Reaſon's blind, R. 
Remember laſt Winter there were ſeveral young 
Girls of the Neighbourhood fitting about the 

Fire with my Landlady's Daughters, and telling Sto- 
ties of Spirits and Apparitions. Upon my opening 
the Door the young Women broke off their Diſ- 
courſe, but My Landlady's Dzughter telling them 
that it was no Body but the Gentleman, (for that is 
the Name that I go by in the Neighbourhood as well 
23 in the Family) they went on without minding me. 
[ ſeated myſelf by the Candle that flood on a Ta- 
ble at one End of the Room ; and pretending to 
read a Book that I took out of my Pocket, heard ſe- 
reral dreadful Stories of Ghoſis as pale as Aſhes that 
had flood at the Foot of a Bed, or walked over a 
Church-yard by Moon-light : And of others that had 
been conjured into the R:d-ſea, for diſturbing Peo- 
ple's Reſt, and drawing their Curtains at Midnight; 
with many other old Women's Fables of the like 
Nature. As one Spirit raiſed another, I obſerved 
that at the End of every Story the whole Company 
cloſed their Ranks, and crowded about the Fire: [ 
took Notice in particular of a little Boy, who was 
ſo attentive to every Story, that I am miſtaken if he 
ventures to go to Bed by himſelf theſe Twelve- 
months, Indeed. they talked ſo long, that the Itna- 
ginations of the whole Aſſembly were manifeſtly 
crazed, and lam ſure will be the worſe for it as long 
a they live, I heard one of the Girls, that had lcoked 
upon me over her Shoulder, aſking the Company how 
long 1 had been in the Room, and whether I did not 
look paler than I uſed to do. This put me under 
ſome Apprehenſion that I ſhould be forced to explain 
myſelf if I did not retire ; for which Reaſon I took the 
Candle in my Hand, and went up into my Chamter, 

| net 
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not without wondering, at this unaccountable Weak. 
neſs in-reaſonable-Cteatures, that · they ſhould love to 
aſtoniſh and terrify one another, Were I a Father, 
I ſhould take particular Care to preſerve my Children 
from thoſe little Horrors of Imagination, which they 
ate apt to contract: when they ate young, and are not. 
able to ſhake off when they are in Years, I hay 
known a Soldier that has entered a Breach, affright. 
ed at his own Shadow; and look pale upon a little 
ſcratching at his Door, who the Day before had 
marched up againſt a Battery of Cannon. There 
are Inſtances of Perſons who have been terrified e. 
ven to Diſtraction at the Figure of a Tree? or the 
Shaking: of a Buli-ruſh. Tine Truth of it is, I look 
upon a ſound Imagination as the greateſt Bleſſing of 
Life, next to a-clear Judgment and a good Conſci. 
ences In the mean Time, tince there are very few 
whoſe Minds are not more or lefs ſubject to theſe 
dreadful Thoughts and Appreheniions, we ought to 
arm ourſelves againſt them by the Dictates of Reaſon 


and Religion, to pull the old Foman out of our Hearts, 
and extinguiſh thoſe imperiin:nt Notions which we 
imbibed at a Fime- when we were not able to judge 
of their Abſurdity. 


3 =. . — 7 * 


The TMPORTANCE of the early Cnoic & 
a CALLING, and the Perſeverance in it, 


Be well adris'd, and wary Gouncel make, 
Eve thou doſt any Buſineſs urdertake ; 
When undertaken, thy Endeavours bend 
70 bring thy Action, io a per fett End. Randolph. 
T is never without very melancholy Reflections, 
that we can obſerve the Miſconduct or Miſcar- 
Triage of thoſe Men, who ſeem by the Force of Un- 
derſtanding or Extent of Knowledge, exempted from 
the general Frailties of buman Nature, and priviledg- 
ed ſrom the common Infelicities of Life, Thou br 
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World is crouded with Scenes of Calamity, we look 
or the moſt Part upon the general Maſs of Wretch- 
edneſs with very little Regard ; and fix our Eyes up- 
an the State of particular Perſons, whom the Emi- 
nence of their Qualities marks out from the Multi- 
tude: As, in reading an Account of the Battle, we 
eldom reflect on the vulgar Heaps of Slaughter; but 
fllow the Hero with our whole Attention, through 
Il the Varieties of his Fortune, without a Thought 
of the Thouſands that are falling round him. 

With the fame Kind of anxious Veneration I 
have, for many Years, been making Obſervations 
on the Life of Polyphilus ; a Man whom all his Ac- 
quaintances have, from his firſt Appearance in the 
World, feared for the Quickneſs of his Diſcernment, 
and admired for the Multiplicity of his Attainments 
but whoſe Progreſs in Life, and whoſe Uſefulneſs to 
Mankind, have perhaps been hindered by the Super- 
fuity of his Knowledge, and the Celerity of his Mind. 

Palypbilus, was remarkable at the School for ſur- 
paſſing all his Companions, without any viſible Ap- 
plication z and at the Univerſity was diſtinguiſhed 
equally for his ſucceſsfu] Progreſs, as well through the 
rough and thorny Mazes of Science, as the ſmooth 
and flowirg Paths of politer Literature ; without any 
ſtriet Confinement to Hcurs of Study, or any te- 
markable Forbearance of the common Amuſements 
of young Men. 

When Polyphilus was at the Age in which Men 
ulually chuſe their Profeſſion, and prepare to enter 
into a public Character, every academical Eye was 
hxed upon him; and all were curious to enquire, 
what this univerſal Genius would fix upon for the 
Employment of his Life : And no Doubt was made, 
but that he would leave all his cotemporaries behind 
him; and mount to the higheſt Honours of that Claſs 
in which he ſhould inliſt kimfelf, without thoſe De- 
lays and Pauſes which muſt be always endured by 
meaner Abilities. | | 

Poh- 
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 Polybpilus, thougb by no Means inſolent or af; 
ſuming, had been ſufficiently- encouraged, by un. 
interrupted. Succeſs to place great Confidence in his 
own Parts; and was: not below his Companions in 
the Indulgence of his Hopes, and Expectation: of the 
Aſtoniſhment with which the World would be ſtruck 
when firſt his Luſtre would break out upom it; nor 
could he help (for whom does not conſtant Flattety 
intoxicate ?) to join ſometimes in the Mirth of his 
Friends, at the ſudden Diſappearance of thoſe, why 
having ſhone\a while, and drawn the Eyes of the Pub- 
lie upon their feeble: Luſtre, where now doomed to 
fadeaway before him. 

It is natural for a Man to catch advantageous Nos 
tions of the Condition, which thoſe: with whom be 
converſes are ſtriving to attain. Pohphilus, in a 
Ramble to Zendon, fell accidently among the Phy- 
ſicians ; and was ſo much pleaſed with the Proſpe% 
ok turning Philofophy to Profit, and ſo. highly de- 
lighted with a new Theory of Fevers, which darted 
into his Imagination, and which, after haviog conſi- 
 Cercd in a few Hours, he found himſelf able to main» 
tain againſt all the Advocates for the ancient Syſtem, 
that he refolved to apply himſelf to Anatomy, Botany, 
and Chemiſtry; and to leave no Part unconquered, 
either of the animal, mineral, or vegetable King- 
doms. . Si 

He therefore read Authors, conſtructed Syſtems, 
and tried Experiments. But unhappily, as he was 
going to ſee a new Plant in Flower at Chelſea, he met, 
in crofling Meſiminſter to take the Water, the Chan- 
cellot's Coach. He had the Curicſity to follow him 
into the Hall; where a remarkable Cauſe happened 
to be tried ; and found himſelf able to produce fo 
many Arguments which the Lawyers had omitted 
on both Sides, that he determined to quit Phyſic for 
a Profeſſion, in which he found it would be ſo eaſy 
to excel; and which promiſed higher Honours and 
larger Profits, without melancholy N 55 

ile 
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Miſery, mean Submiſſion/to 'Peeviſhneſs, and conti- 


nval Interruption of Reſt and Pleaſure. 
fle immediately took Chambers in the Temple, 


bought a common · place Book, and confined himſelf 
for ſome Months to the Peruſal of the Statutes, 


Yeat-books,. Pleadings, and Reports. He was a 
conſtant Hearer of the Proceedings, in the Courts, 
znd began to put Caſes with reaſonable Accuracy, 
But be ſoon diſcovered, by conſidering the Fortune 
of Lawyers, that Preſerment was not to be got by 
Acuteneſs, Learning and Eloquence. He was per- 
plexed. by the Abſurdities of Attornies, and Miſre- 
preſentations made by his Clients of their own Cauſes; 
by the uſcleſs Anxiety of one, and the inceſſant Im- 

nity of another. He began to repent of ha- 
ying devoted himſelf to a Study, which was ſo nar- 
wow. in its Comprehenſion, which could never carry 
his Name to any other Country; and thought it un- 
wotthy a Man of Parts, to ſell his Life only for 
Money. The Barrenneſs of his Fellow Students 
forced him generally into other Company, at his 
Hours of Entertainment; and among the Varieties 
of Converſation through - which his Curiofity was 
daily wandering, he, by Chance, mingled at a Ta- 
rern with ſome intelligent Officers of the Army. A 
Man of Letters was eaſily dazzled with the Gaiety of 
their Appearance, and ſoſtened into Kindneſs by the 
Politeneſs of their Addreſs. : He therefore cultivated 
this new Acquaintance z-and when he ſaw how rea- 
duly they found, in every Place, Admiffion and Re- 
E and how familiarly they mingled with every 
Kank and Order of Men, he began to feel his Heart 
deat ſor military: Honours ;3 and wondered how the 
Prejudices of the Univerſity ſhould make him fo 
long inſenſible of that Ambition, which has fired 
ſo many Hearts in every Age; and negligent of 
that Calling which is, above all others, univer- 
fally and invariably illuſtrious, and - which gives 


een to the exterior Appearances of its Profeſſors a 
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Dignity and Freedom unknown to the Reſt of Man- 


kind, 

. Theſe favourable Impreſſions were made ii 
deeper by his Converſation with the Ladies; whos 
Regard for Soldiers, he could not obſerye without 
wiſhing himſelf one of that happy Fraternity t 
which the Female World ſeemed to have devoted 21 
their Charms and their Kindneſs, The Love 9 
Knowledge, which was ſtill his predominant Ini. 
nation, was gratified by the Recital of Adventure, 
and Accounts of foreign Countries; and therefore 
he thought there was no Way of Life in which al 
his Views could ſo completely concenter, as in that 
of a Soldier, In the Art of War he thought it not 
difficult to excel, having obſerved his new Friend; 
not very well verſed in the Principles of TaQics a 
Fortification; and therefore he ſtudied all the mil 
tary Writers, both ancient and modern; and, ina 
ſhort Time, could tell how to have gained every r- 
markable Battle that 'has been loſt from the Begin- 
ning of the World. He often ſhewed, at Table 


how Alexander ſhould have been checked in his Con- 


queſts, what was the fatal Error at Pharſalia, how 
Charles of Sweden might have eſcaped his Ruin at 
Pultowa, and Marlborough might have been madeto 
repent his Temerity at Blenheim. He entrenched 
Armies upon Paper, ſo that no Superiority of Num- 
bers could force them ; and modelled in Clay mary 
impregnable Fortreſſes, on which all the preſent 
Arts of Attack would be exhauſted without Effect. 

Polyphilus in a ſhort Time obtained a Commiſſion; 
but before he could rub off the Solemnity of a Scho- 


lar, and gain the true Air of military Vivacity, a 


War was declared, and Forces ſent to the Continent. 
Here Polyphilus unhappily found, that Study alone 
would not make a Soldier: For being much accul- 
tomed to think, the Senſe of Danger ſank into his 
Mind, and he felt at the Approach of any Action 
that Terror which a Sentence of Death 1 oy 
roug 
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brought upon him. He ſaw, that, inſtead of con- 
quecing their Fears, the Endeavour of his gay 
nn WY Friends was only to eſcape them: But his Philoſo- 
MW phy chained his Mind to its Object ; and rather 
"WM oaded him with Shackles, than furniſhed him with 
Arms. He however ſuppreſſed his Miſery in Si- 
A lence, and paſſed through the Campaign with Ho- 
wur; but found himſelf utterly unable to ſupport 
neli. mother. 8 | | 
0 He then had Recourſe again to his Books, and 
for WY continued to range from one Study to another. As. 
) a) WY 1 vfually viſit him once a Month, and am admitted 
the WY to bim without previous Notice, I have found him 
not WY within this Jaſt Half Year decyphering the Chineſe 
eng WY Language, making a Farce, collecting a Vocabulary 
of the obſolete Terms of the Engliſb Law, writing 
mii in Enquiry concerning the ancient Corinthian Braſs, 
in ind forming a new Scheme of the Variations of the 
e · Needle. | 
ein- Thus is this powerful Genius, which might have 
able, extended the Sphere of any Science, or benefited 
Don WY the World ia any Profeſſion, diffipated in a bound- 
bow WW less Variety, without any Profit to others or himſelf. 
in t He makes ſudden Itruptions into the Regions of 
de to Knowledge, and ſees all Obſtacles give Way before 
ched BW him ; but he never ſtays long enough to complete 
um- bi Conqueſt, to eſtabliſh Laws, or bring away the 
Spoils. | 

Such is often the Folly of thoſe Men whom Na- 
ture has enabled to obtaia Skill and Knowledge on 
Terms ſo eaſy, that they have no Senſe of the Value 
of the Acquiſition 3 who are qualified to make ſuch. 
ſpeedy Progreſs in Learning, that they think them- 
ſelves at Libet to loiter in the Way; and often, 


lnta, looſe the Race to flower Competitors, who 
preis diligently forward, and whoſe Force is directed 
oa fingle Point. | 

I have often * them happy that have been 


ed, 


by ain aſide after every new Object, like Ata- 
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fixed, from the firſt Dawn of Thought, in a Deter. 
mination to ſome State of Life, by the Choice of 
one whoſe Authority may preclude Caprice, and 
whoſe Influence may prejudice them in the Favoy; 
of his Opinion, The 5 Precept of conſulting 
the Genive, is of little Uſe, unleſs we are told how 
the Genius can be known, If it is to be diſcovereq 
only by Experiment, Life will be loft before the 
Refolution can be fixed; if any otter Indications 
are to be found, they may perhaps be very early dif. 
cerned, At leaft, if to mifcarry in an Attempt bez 
Proof of having miſtaken the Bircction of the Ge- 
nius, Men appear not leſs frequently deceived with 
Regard to themſelves than to otters : And therefore 
no one has much Reaſon to complain, that his Life 
was planned out by Friends; or to be confident, 
that he ſhould have had either more Honour or Hay- 
12 by being abandoned to the Chance of his own 
anc y. | 

It * ſaid of the learned 8 tj at v hen 
he was preparing his Lectures, he heſitated ſo much, 
and rejected ſo often, that at the Time of reacing 
te was often forced to produce, not what was beſt, 
but what happened to be at Hand. Tbis will be 
the State of evety Man, who in the Choice of his 
Employment, balafices all the Arguments on every 
Side, The Complication is fo intricate, the Motives 
and Objections ſo numerous; there is ſo much Play 
for the Imagination, and fo much remains in the 
Power of others, that (Reaſon forced at laſt to ieſt 
in Neutrality) the Deciſion devolves into the Hard: 
ot Chance; arid aſter a great Part of Life ſpent in 
Enquiries which can never be refolved, the Reſt mul 
often pals in repenting the unneceſſary Delay; and 
can be uſeful to few other Purpoſes, than to warn 
others againſt the ſame Folly ; and to ſhew, that of 
two States of Life equally conſiſtent with Religion 
and Virtue, he who chuſes earlieſt, and perſeverts in 
it, chuſes beſt. 1 
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It is therefore of the utmoſt Importance, that all 
who bave any Intention of doing well for themſelves 
or others, and acquiring a Reputation „ to 
the common Names, which are hourly ſinking into 
Oblivion, and ſwept away by Time among the Re- 
fuſe of Flame, ſhould add to their Reaſon and Spirit 
the Power of perſiſting in their Purpoſes ; ſince all 
the Performances of human Art, at which we look 
with Praiſe or Wonder, are Inftances of the reſiſtleſs 
Force of Perſeverance, It is by this that the Quar- 
ry becomes a Pyramid, and that diſtant Countries 
are united with Canals. If a Man was to compare 
the Effect of a ſingle Stroke of the Pick- ax or of 
one Impreſſion of the Spade, with the general De- 
fign and laſt Effect, he would be overwhelmed by 
the Senſe of their Diſproportion : Yet thoſe petty 
Operations, inceſſantly continued, at laſt ſurmaunt 
the greateſt Nifficultics ; and Mountains are levelled, 
and Oceans bounded, by the flcnder Farce of human 


r 
— Q At 


On INCITEMENT Zo Enter prize aud Emu- 
lation. Story of the admirableCrIcuToN. 


He who deſpaivine in dull Langour lies, 
= 


fo glorious Deeds will never, never riſe ; 
Like a dull Weed be vegetates and dies, 
[ Have ſometimes heard it diſputed in Converſation, 
whether it be more laudable or deſirable, that a 
an ſhould think too highly or too meanly of him- 
ſelf: It is on all Hands agreed to be beſt, that he 
ſhould think rightlv 3 but fince a fallible Being will 
iways make ſome Deviations from exact Rectitude, 
tis not Wholly uſeleſs to enquire towards which Side 
it is ſaſer to decline. 
The Prejudices of Mankind ſeem to favour him 


confidered as a modeſt and harmleſs Member of So- 
It R 2 ciety 


who errs by under-rating bis own Powers ; he is 
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ciety, not likely to break the Peace by Competition, 
to endeavour after ſuch Splendor of Reputation 2 
may dim the Luſtre of others, or to interrupt any in 
the Enjoyment of themſelves ; he is no Man's Rival, 
and, therefore, may be every Man's Friend, 

The Opinion which a Man entertains of himſel 
orght to be diſtinguiſhed, in order to an accurate 
Diſcuffion of this Queſtion as it relates to Perſons or 
to Things. To think highly of ourfelves in Com- 
pariſon with others, to aſſume by our own Auths 
rity that Precedence which none fis willing to prant, 
muſk be always invidious and offenſive ; but to rat 
our Powers high in Proportion to Things, and imz- 
gine ourſelves equal to great Undertakings, while 
we leave others in Poſſeſſion of the ſame Abilities, 
cannot with equal Juſtice provoke Cenſure. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that Self-love may diſpoſe uz 
to decide too haſtily in our own Favour ; but who 


Is hurt by the Miſtake ? If we are incited by this 


vain Opinion to attempt more than we can perform, 
ours is the Labour and ours is the Diſgrace. 

But he that dares to think well of himfclf will not 
always prove to be miſtaken ; and the good Effect 
of his Confidence will then appear in great Attempts 
and great Performances : If he ſhould not ful!) com- 
plete his Defign, he will at leaſt advance it fo far a 
to leave an eaſier Task for him that ſucceeis him; 
and even though he ſhould wholly fail, he will fal 
with Honour. 

But from the oppoſite Error, from torpid Del- 
pondency can come no Advantage; it is the Froſt af 
the Soul which binds up all its Powers, and congea's 
Life in perpetual Sterility. He that has no Hopes 
of Succeſs, will make no Attempts ; and where no- 
thing is attempted, nothing can be done. | 

Every Man ſhould, therefore, endeavour to main 
tain in bimſelf a favourable Opinion of the Powers 
of the human Mind ; which are, perhaps, 1n every 


Man greater than they appear, and might, by = 
JEN gen 
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ent Cultivation, be exalted \to a Degree beyond 
what their Profeſſor preſumes. to believe, There is 
ſcarce any Man but has found himſelſ able at the In- 
figation of Neceſſity, to do what in a State of Lei- 
re and Deliberation he would have · concluded im- 
ofſible ; and ſome of our Species have ſignalized 
themſelves by fuch Achievements, as prove that there 
re few Things above human. Hope. 

It has been the Policy of all Nations to preſerve, 
by ſome public Monuments, the Memory af choſe 
who have ſerved their Country by great Exploits ; 
there is the ſame Rea ſon for continuing or reviving 
the Names of thoſe, whoſe.extenſive Abilities have 
dignified Humanity. An honeſt Emulation may be 
alike excited; and the Philoſopher's Curioſity may 
te inflamed by a Catalogue of the Works of Beyle or 
Bacen, as Themiflecles was kept awake by the Tro- 
phics of Militades. 

Among the 'Favourites of Nature that have from 
Time to Time appeared in the World, enriched with 
various Endowments and Contrarieties of Excellence, 
none ſeems to have deen more - exalted above the 
common Rate of Humanity, than the Man known 
about two Centuries ago by the Appellation ef the 
admirable Crichton; cf whoſe Hiſtory, whatever 
we may ſuppreſs as ſurpaſſing Credibility, yet we 
hall upon inconteſtible Authority relate enough to 
rank him among Prodipies, ü 

Virtue, ſays Virgil, is better accepted when it 
comes in a pleaſing Form: The Perſon of Crichton. 
waz eminently beautiful; but his Beauty was con- 
ſiſtent with ſuch Activity and Strength, that in fen- 
cing he would ſpring at one Bound the Length of 
twenty Feet upon his Antagoniſt ; and he uſed the 
Sword in either Hand with ſuch Force and Dexte- 
my, that ſcarce any one had Courage to engage 

im. 

Having ſtudied at Sr. Andrews in Scotland, he went 
to Paris in his twenty-firſt Year, and affixed on the. 

R 3 Gate 


198 The - PitasinG: INSTRUCTOR, 
Gate of the College of Navarre a Kind of Challenge Wl reot 
to the Learned of that Univerſity, to diſpute with Ml ic, | 
them on a certain Day; offering to his Opponents, Wl the ! 
whoever they ſhould be, the Choice of ten Langus. Ml Skill 
ges and of all the Faculties and Sciences. On the Wl whe 
Day appointed-three Thouſand Auditors aſſembled, Wl Rin! 
when four Doctors of the Church and fifty Maſters E 
appeared againſt him; and one of bis Antagoniſts Wl nity 
confeſſes, that the Doctors were defeated ; that he Cha 
gave Proofs of Knowledge above the Reach of Man; Ml  t 
and that an hundred Years, paſted without Food or pool 
Sleep, would not be ſufficient for the Attainment of Ml 1:4 
his Learning. After a Diſputation of nine Hours, be tion 


was preſented by the Preſident and Profeſſors with x 8 
Diamond and Purſe of Gold, and diſmiſſed with re- Ma 
prated Acclamations. hin 


From Paris he went away to Rome, where he made Ml he 
the ſame Challenge, and had in the Preſence of the nd 
Pope and Cardinals the ſame Succeſs. Afterwards MW Di: 
he contracted at Venice an Acquaintance with Adu th: 
Manutius, by whom he was introduced to the Learn- WM ep 
ed of that City; then viſited Padua, where he eng- Sp: 
ged in another public Diſputation, beginning his Per- cu! 
formance with an extempore Poem in Praiſe of the | 
City and the Aſſembly then preſent, and concluding W or 
with an Oration equally unpremediated in Com- Pr 
mendation of Ignorance. W 
He afterwards publiſhed another Challenge, in W A: 
which he declared himſelf ready to detect the Errors ce! 
of Ariftotle and all his Commentators, either in the in 
common Forms of Logic, or in any which his An- ti: 
tagoniſts ſhould propoſe, of an hundred different W . th: 
Kinds of Verſe, ty 
Theſe Acquiſitions of Learning, however ſtupen- W tic 
dous, were not gained at the Expence of any Pa- m 
ſure which Youth generally indulges, or by the Umil- Re 
fion of any Accompliſhment in which it becomes a W © 
Gentleman to excel: He practiſed in great Perfection be 
the-Arts of Drawing and Painting, he was an my tr. 
| . e ; Ng. 
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ent Performer in both vocal and inſtrumental Mu- 


ic, he danced with uncommon Graceſulneſs, and on 


he Day aſter his Diſputation at Paris exhibited his 
drill in Horſemanſhip beſore the Court of France, 
where at a public Match of Tilting he. bore away the 
Ring upon his Lance fhif;een Times together, 

He excelled likewiſe in domeſticGames of leſs Dig- 
nity and Reputation; and in the Interval between his. 
Challenge and Diſputation at Paris, he ſpent ſo much 
of his Time at Cards, Dice, and Tennis, that a Lam- 

n was fixed upon the Gate of the Sorbonne, di- 
reaing thoſe who would fee this Monſter of Erudi- 
tion, to look for him at the Tavern. : | 

So extenſive was his Acquaintance with Life an 
Manners, that in an Ttalian Comedy compoſed by 
himſelf and exhibited before the Court of Mantua, 
he is ſaid to have perſonated fifteen different Cha- 
raters; in all which he might ſucceed without great 
Difficulty, ſince he had ſuch Power of Retention, 
that once hearing an Oration of an Hour, he would 
repeat it exactly, and in the Recital follow the 
Speaker through all his Variety of Tone and Geſti- 
culation. | 

Nor was his Skill in Arms leſs than in Learning, 
or his Courage inferior to his Skill. There was a 
Prize-fighter at Mantua, who, travelling about the 
World, according to the barbarous Cuſtom of that 
Age as a general Challenger, had defeated the moſt 
celebrated Maſters in many Parts of Europe ; and 
in Mantua, where he then reſided, had killed three 
that appeared againſt him. The Duke repented 


that he had granted him his Protection; when Cr:ich-. 
| tor, looked on his ſanguinary Succeſs with Indigna- 


tion, offered to ſtake Fifteen Hundred Piſtoles, and 
mount the Stage againſt him. The Duke with ſome 
Reluctance conſented, and on the Day fixed the 
Combatants appeared: Their Weapons ſeemed to 
have been ſingle Rapier, which was then newly in- 
troduced in 1h. The Prize-fighter advanced with 

| great 
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great Violence and Fiercene's, and Crichten content. 
ed hitnſelf calmly to ward his Paſſes, and ſuffered him 
to exhauſt bis Vigour by his own Fury. Cric hum 
then became the Aflailant; and preffed upon him 
with ſuch Force and Agility, that he thruſt him thrice 
through the Body, and ſaw him expire: He then i. 
vided the Prize he had won, among the Widous, 
'whofe Huſbands bad been killed. 

'The Death of this wonderfal Man I ſhould be wil. 
ling to conceal ; did I not know that every Readet 
will enquire curiouſly after that fatal Hour, which ig 
common to all human Beings, however diſtinguiſhed 
ſrom each other by Nature, or Fortune. 

The Duke of Mantua having received fo many 
Proofs of his vatious Merit, made bim Tutor to his 
Son Vincentio di Gonzaga, a Ptince of looſe Manners 
and turbulent Diſpoſi tion. On this Oceaſion it was, 
that he compoſed the Comedy in which he exhibited 
ſo many Jifferent Characters with exact Propriety, 
But his Honour was of ſnhort Continuance; for 2s he 
was one Night in the Time of Carnival ramb ing a- 
bout the Streets, with his Guitar in his Hand, he waz 
attacked by ſix Men mask'd, Neither his Courage 
nor Skill in this Exigence deſerted him; he oppoſ- 
ed them with fuch Activity and Spirit, that he {oon 
diſperſed them, and diſarmed their Leader, who 
throwing off his Mask, difcovered himſett to be the 
Prince his Pupil. Crichton falling on his Knees, took 
his own Sword by the Point and preſented it to the 
Prince; Who immediately ſeized it, and inſtigated as 
ſome ſay by Jealouſy, according to others only by 
drunken Fury and brutal Reſentment, thruſt him 
through the Heart, | 

Thus was the admirable Crichton brought into 
that State, in which he could excel the meaneſt ot 
Mankind only by a few empty Honours paid to his 
Memory: The Court of Mantua teſtihed theirEfteem 
by a public Mourning, the cotemporary Wits were 
profuſe of their Encomiums, and the Palaces of 7:44 

. weie 
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were adorned: with Pictures, repreſenting him on 


Horſeback, with a Lange in one Hand and a Book 
in the other. 


1 1 " 23 2 


2 Py 1 At — 


05 Lanous aud ExgRC19E. 


lhe Wiſe, for Cure, on Exerciſe 
God 2 — bis Work for 2 mend. 3 
Odily Labcur is of two Kinds, either that which 
a Man ſubmits to for his Livelihood, or that 
which he undergoes for his Pleaſure, The latter of 
them generally changes the Name of Labour for that 
of Exerciſe,” but difters only from ordinary Labour 
2s it riſes from another Motive, 

A Country Life abounds in both theſe Kinds of 
Labour, and for that Reaſon gives a Man a greater 
Stock of Health, and conſequently a more perfect 
Enjoy ment of himſelf, than any other Way of Life. 
| confider the Body as a Syſtem of Tubes and Glands, 
or to uſe a more tuſtic Phraſe, a Bundle cf Pipes and 
Strainers, firted to one another after ſo wonderful 

a Manner as to make a proper Engine for the Soul to 
— with. This Deſcription does not only compre- 
hend the Bowels, Bones, Tendons, Veins, Nerves, 
and Arteries, but every Muſcle, everv Ligature,which 
s a Compoſition of Fibres, that are ſo many imper- 
ceptible Fubes or Pipes interwoven on all Sides with 
inviſible Glands or Strainers. 

This general Idea of a human Body, nds con- 
ering it in the Niceties of Anatomy, lets us ſee 
how abſolutely neceflary Labour is for the right Pre- 
ſervation of it. There muſt be frequent Motions 


and Agitations, to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the 


Juices contained in it, as well as to clear and cleanſe 
that Infinitude of Pipes and Strainers of which it is 
compoſed, and to give their ſolid Parts a more firm 
and laſting Tone. Labour or Exerciſe ferments the 
Humours, caſts them into their proper Channels, 

throws 


202 The Pirasixd INS TRUc rox. 


throws off Redundancies, and helps Nature in thoſe 
ſecret Diſtributions, without which the Body cannot 
ſubſiſt in its Vigour, nor the Soul act with Chearſul. 


neſs. As 
I might here mention the Effects which this halber m 
upon all the Faculties of the Miod, by keeping tbeſ d 


Underſtanding clear, the Imagination untroubled, Mb, 
and refining thoſe Spirits that are neceſſary for the ud E 
proper Exertion of our intellectual Faculties, during i ud 9! 
the preſent Laws of Union between Soul and Body, 
It is to a Neglect in this Particular that we muſt 
aſcribe the Spleen, which is ſo frequent in Men of 
ſtudious and ſedentary Tempers, as well as the Va. 
pours to which thoſe of the other Sex are ſo oſten WM . 
ſubject. All 

Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary for our 
Well-being, Nature would not have made the Body Wl 
ſo proper for it, by giving ſuch an Activity to the 
Limbs, and ſuch a Plenacy to every Part as neceſſa- 
rily produce theſe Compreflions, Extentions, Con- Wil tl: 
tortions, Dilations, and all other Kinds of Motions MW medi 
that are neceſſary for the Preſervatian of ſuch a Why! 
Syſtem of Tubes and Glands as has been beſore- WM took 
mentioned. And that we might not want Induce- en 
ments to engage us in ſuch an Exercife of the Body WM that 
as is proper for its Welfare, it is fo ordered that no- Wl and: 
thing valuable can be procured without it. Not to Wl whi 
mention Riches and Honour, even Food and Rai» WF Dru 
ment are not to be come at without the Toil of the WW be 
Hands and Sweat of the Brow. Providence furniſh- Wl be 
es Materials, but expects that we ſhould work them 0 
up ourſelves. The Earth muſt be laboured before tf thou 
it gives its Increaſe, and when it is forced into its W oft! 
ſeveral Products, how many Hands muſt they pals WF had 
through before they are fit for Uſe ? Manuiactures, I that 


Trade and Agriculture, naturally employ more than 
nineteen Parts of the Species in twenty; and as for I tbl 
thoſe who are not obliged to labour, by the Condi- ¶ try 


tion in which they are born, they are more m—_ He; 
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tote de than the Reſt of Mankind, unkeſs they indulge 
temſelves in that voluntary Labour which goes by 
lol Mite Name of Exerciſe, 

As I am a Compound of Soul and Body, I conſi- 
ler myſelf as obliged to a double Scheme of Duties; 
then I think I have not fulfilled the Buſineſs of the 
g buy, when I do not thus employ the one in Labour 
the Exerciſe, as well as the other in Contemplation 
ring ud Study. 


ody. — — — — ___ — 
On TEMPERANC R. 


Tis to thy Rules. O Temperance ! that de owe 
All Pleaſures which, from Health or Strength, can flow © 
lignt of Boay, Parity of Mind, * 
Uncladed Reaſon, Sentiment refin'd, Chandler, 
HERE is a Story in the Arabian Night Tales, 
of a King who had long languiſhed under an 
on- il Habit of Body, and had taken Abundance of Re- 
ions I medies to no Purpofe. At length, ſays the Fable, a 
h a fbyfician cured him by the following Method: He 
ore - took an hollow Ball of Wood, and filled it with ſe- 
uce» Wi eral Drugs; after which he cloſed it ſo artificially 
e Wl that Nothing appeared. He likewiſe took a Mall, 
no- and after having hoflowed the Handle, and that Part 
t to WI which ſtrikes the Ball, he encleſed in them ſeveral 
Rain BY Drugs after the fame Manner, as in the Ball itſelf. 
the WI i then ordered the Sultan, who was his Patient, 
iſh- I to exerciſe himſelf early in the Morning with theſe 
em bh prepared Inſtruments, till ſuch Time as he 
fore WF ſhould ſweat, When, as the Story goes, the Virtue 
its ol the Medicaments perfpiring through the Wood, 
pats WF had ſo good an Influence on the Sultan's Conſtitution, 
res, bat they cured him of an Indiſpoſition which all the 
han WW Compoſitions he had taken inwardly had not been 
for WF ible to remove. This Eaſtern Allegory is finely con- 
di» I rived to ſhew us how beneficial bodily Labour is to 


= Healtb, and that Exerciſe is the moſt effectual * 
uc; 
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fic. I ſhall in this Place recommend another great 
Preſervative of Health, which in many Caſes pro. 
duces the ſame Effects as Exerciſe, and may, in ſome 
Meaſure ſupply its Place, where Opportunities « 
Exerciſe are wanting. The Preſervative | am ſpeak. 
ing of is Temperance, which has thoſe particulz 
Advantages above all other Means of Health, that it 
may be practiſed by all Ranks and Conditions, 2 
any Seaſon, or in any Plece. It is a Kind of Rezi. 
men into which every Man may put himſelf without 
Interruption to Buſineſs, Expence of Money, or Los 
of Time. If Exerciſe throws off all Superfluitics 
Temperance prevents them; if Exerciſe clears the 
Veſſels, Temperance neither ſatiates nor overſtrain 
them; if Exerciſe raiſes proper Ferments in the Hu- 
mours, and promotes the Circulation of the Blood, 
Temperance gives Nature her full Play, and enable; 
her to exert herſelf in all her Force and Vigour; if 
Exerciſe diſſipates a growing Diſtemper, Temperance 

ſtarves it. 
\ Phyſic, for the moſt Part, is nothing elſe but the 
Subſtitute of Exerciſe or Temperance, Medicines 
are indeed abſolutely neceſſary in acute Diſtempen, 
that cannot wait the flow Operations of theſe two 
great Inſtruments of Health; but did Men live in an 
habitual Courſ: of Exerciſe and "Temperance, there 
would be but little Occaſion for them. According- 
ly we find that thoſe Parts of the World are the moſt 
healthy, where they ſubſiſt by the Chace; and that 
Men lived longeſt when their Lives were employed 
in Hunting, and when they had little Food beſides 
what they caught. Bliſtering, Cupping, and Bleed- 
ing are ſeldom of Uſe but to the Idle and Intempe- 
rate; as all thoſe inward Applications which are ſo 
much in Practice among us, are for the moſt Part 
nothing elſe but Expedients to make Luxury con- 
ſiſtent with Health. The Apothecary is perpetvally 
employed in countermining the Cook and the Viot- 
ner. It is ſaid of Diogenes, that meeting a yn 
all 
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Man who was going to a Feaſt, he took him up in 
the Street and cartied him home to his Friends, as 
ns who was running into imminent Danger, had 
act he prevented him. What would that Philoſo- 
qher haye ſaid, had he been preſent at the Gluttony 
of 2 modern Meal? Would not he have thought the 
Maſter of a Family mad, and haye begged his Ser- 
ants to tie down his Hands, had he ſeen him de- 
our Fowl, Fiſh and Fleſh ; ſwallow Oil and Vine- 
zz, Wines ang Spices ; through down Sallets of twen- 
tydiferent Herbs, Sauces of an hundred Ingredients, 
CnieRions and Fruits of numberleſs Sweets and 
Flayours ? What unnatural Motions and Counter- 
fermepts muſt ſuch a Medley of Intemperance pro- 
duce in the Body? For my Part, when I behold a 
faſhionable Table ſet out in all its Magnificence, I 
fancy that I ſee Goutg and Dropfies, Fevers and 
Lethargies, with other innumerable Diſtempers lying 
in Ambuſcade among the Diſhes. 
Nature delights in the moſt plain and {imple Diet. 
Every Animal, but Man, keeps to one Diſh, Herbs 
xe the Food of this Speces, Fiſh of that, and Fleſu 
of a third, Man falls upon every Thing that comes 
in his Way, not the ſmalleſt Fruit of Excreſcence ot 
the Earth, ſcarce a Berry or a Muſhroom, can e- 
ſcaxe him, os 
It is impoſſible to lay down any determinate R 
for Temperance, becauſe what is Luxury in one 
may be Temperance in another ; but there are few 
that have lived any Time in the World who are not 
Judges of their own Conſtitutions, ſo far as to know 
what Kinds and what Proportions of Food do beſt a- 
gree with them. Were I to conſider my Readers as 
my Patients, and to preſcribe ſuch a Kind of Tem- 
perance as is accommodated to all Perſons, and ſuch 
u is particularly ſuitable to our Climate and Way 
of Living, I would copy the following Rules of a 
very eminent Phy ſician. Make your whole Repaſt 
out of one Diſh, If * indulge in a ſecond, avoid 


drink- 
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drinking any Thing ſtrong until you have fini 
your Meal; at * Time abflain from all — 
ces, or at leaſt ſuch as are not the moſt plain and fin. 
ple. A Man could not well be guilty ef Gluttony 
if he tuck to theſe few obvious and eaſy Rules, 1 
the firſt Caſe, there would be no Variety of Tiſte 
to ſolicit his Palate, and occaſion Exceſs ; nor in the 
ſecond any artificial Provocatives to relieve Satiety, 
and create a falſe Appetite, Were I to preſcribe ; 
Rule for Drinking, it ſhould be farmed upon a Saying 
quoted by Sir William Temple; the firſt Glaſs for m. 
elf, the ſecond for my Friends, the third for good Hy. 
mour, and the fourth for mine Enemies, But becauſe 
it is impoſſible for one who lives in the World to 
diet himſelf always in ſo philoſophical a Manner, [ 
think every Man ſhould have his Days of Abſti 
nence, according as his Conſtitution will permit, 
Theſe are great Reliefs to Nature, as they qualify 
it for ſtruggling with Hunger and Thirſt, when- 
ever any Diſtemper or Duty of Life may put it 
upon ſuch Difficulties ; and at the ſame Time give 
it an Opportunity of extricating itſelf from its 
Oppreſſions, and recovering the ſeveral Tones and 
Springs of its diſtended Veſſels, Beſides, that Ab- 
ſtinence well timed often kills a Sickneſs in Em- 
brio, and deſtroys the firſt Seeds of an Indiſpoſition. 
Tt is obſerved by two or three ancient Authors, 
that Socrates, notwithſtanding he lived in Abe 
during the great Plague, which has made ſo much 
Noiſe through all Ages, and has been celebrated 
at different Times by ſuch eminent Hands ; I fay, 
notwithſtanding that he lived in the Time of this 
devouring Peſtilence, neither caught the leaſt Infec- 
tion, wh.ch thoſe Writers unanimouſly aſcribe. to 
that uninteti upted Temperance which he always ob- 
ſerved, | ; 
ts And here I cannot but mention an Obſervation 
which -I have often made, upon reading the Lives 


of the Philoſophers, and comparing it with any de. 
| ries 
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ine nes of Kings or great Men of the ſame Number, If 
Su. se conſider theſe ancient Sages, a great Part of 
fin. MWvboſe Philoſophy conſiſted in a temperate. and ab- 
ony, Ml:wious Courſe of Life, one would think; the Life 

In We! Philoſopher, and the Life of a Man, were of 
ſte; tao different Dates: For we find the Generality 
1 the Wet theſe wiſe Men were nearer an Hundred than 


ixty Years of Age at the Time of their reſpective 


Neaths. | a 
The Benefits ariſing from a temperate Courſe of 


„ are fot in a til more ftriking Light in the fol- 
H. oring Allegory of —— | 
"uſe $47 4 | 
d to The InFALLIBLE ELIXIR. 

er, [ | 


SCULAPEUS after his Deification, or Admittance 
among the Gods, having reviſited his native 
Lountry, and being one Day (as Curioſity led him 
p-rambling) in Danger of being benighted, made 
the beſt of his Way to a Houſe he ſaw at ſome Di- 
ance, where he was hoſpitably received by the Ma- 
Iter of it. Cremes, for that was the Maſter's Name, 


and bough but a young Man, was infirm and ſickly.— 
Ab- f ſeveral Diſhes ſerved up to Supper, Cremes ob- 
Em- Need that his Gueſt eat but of one, and that the 
tion. ot imple z nor could all his Intreaties prevail on 
wors, im to do otherwiſe, He was, notwithſtanding, 


lighly delighted with Eſculapius's Converſation, in 


nuch uch he obſerved a Chearfulneſs and Knowledge 
ated eperior to any Thing he had hitherto met with. 
lay, be next Morning, Eſculapius took his Leave, but 


jt till he had engaged his good-natur'd Hoſt to 
ay him a Viſit at a ſmall Villa, a few Miles from 
ence, where he informed him was his Dwelling, 
"me; came accordingly, and was moſt kindly re- 
hel; but how great was his Amazement, when 
upper was ſerved up, to ſee naught but Milk, Ho- 
tf, and a few Roots dreſſed in the plaineſt but neat- 
Manner, to which Hunger, Chearfulneſs, and 
ries 8 2 ” good 


o $ + Jo 


208 The Pttagnc IxsrRAVeron. 
good. Senſe, were the only Sauces, E ſeulaping 
ſeemed to eat with Pleafure, while Cremes ſcarce 
taſted of them. On which a Repaſt was ordered. Woe 
more ſuitable to our Gueſt's Taſte, Immediate), Mi b 
there ſucceeded 2 Banquet compoſed of the mon m 
artful Diſhes that Luxury could invent, with great Mt 
Plenty and Variety of the richeſt and moſt intoxi, ane. 
cating Wines. Theſe too were accompanied by em 
Damſels of bewitching Beauty. It was now Cre, une 
mes gave a Looſe to his Appetites, and every Thing WI 
he taſted raiſed Extaſies — what he had ever Nes 
known. During the Repaſt, the Damſels ſung and WM" 
danced to entertain them ; their Charmes enchanted 
the enraptured Gueſt, alfeady fluftered with what 
He had drank ;z his Senſes were loſt in extatic Con. 05 
fuſion. Every Thing round him ſeemed Elyſium, 
and he was on the Point of indulging the moſt bougd- 
leſs Freedoms, when on a ſudden, their Beauty which ul 
was but a Vizor, fell off, and diſcovered Forms the A 
moſt hideous and forbidding imaginable.—Luſt, Re. V 
venge, Folly; Murder, meagre Poverty and Deſpait, 
now appeared in their moſt odious Shapes, and the {Whs! 
Place inſtantly became the moſt dire Scene of Miſe. Wh: 
ry and Confuſion, How oft did Cremes wiſh him- throi 
ſelf tar diſtant from ſech diabolical Company, and et 
how dread the fatal Conſequence which threaten- 100 
ed him ! His Blood ran chill at his Heart; his Knees I Um 
ſmote each other with Fear, and Joy and Rapture bon 
were perverted to Amazement and Horror, When WU 
{E{culapius perceived it had made a ſufficient Impre'- WI” 
ſion on his Gueſt, he thus addreſſed him, Know, u 
Cremes, it is Eſculapius who has thus entertain'd We 
vou, and what you have here beheld, is a true Image bein 
of the Deceitfulneſs and Miſery inſeparable from Lux- N "nd 
ury and Intemperance. Would you be happy, be WW "© 
temperate: Temperance is the Parent of Health, 
Virtue, Wiſdom, Plenty, and every Thing that can Me 
make you happy, in this or the World to come. Itis WM bs 


inde:d the true Luxury of Life; for without it, Life Wi dee 
can 
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nnot be enjoyed. This ſaid, he diſappeared and 
vi Cremes (inſtead of an elegant Apartment) in an 
n Plain, full of Ideas quite different from thoſe 


— u had brought with him. On his Return Home, 
nos am the moſt luxurious, he became the moſt tem- 
feat rate of Men, by which wiſe Method, he ſoon re- 
oxi, goed Health. Frugality produced Riches, and 
by Mm an infirm and crazy Conſtitution, and almoſt 
ori. Wnioed Eftate, by Virtue of this Infallible Elixir, he 
ding came one of the happieſt Men breathing, and lived 
ever Nos healthy old Age, revered as an Oracle for his 
ang WM Widom throughout all Greeze. 
nted WI __.— TAN ee Fe ARIES * * 
what 
on- n the VANITY of /ome Men's WISHES 
— and PRAYERS, 
hich What's Good, although unſought for, grant us ſtili; 
the WY 4 Ob! cvithbold — t hong h ſought for—all that's ill, R. 
Re. ExnN1PUS the Philoſopher was a ſecond Time 
pair, taken up into Heaven by Jupiter, when for 
the WT hs Entertainment he lifted up a T rap-Door that was 
life. Iced by his Footſtool, At its riſing there iſſued 
„im- through it ſuch a Din of Cries as aſtoniſhed the Phi- 
and Wi \ofopher. Upon his aſking what they meant, Jupiter 
ten- WT 9d him they were the Prayers that were ſent up to 
'nees bim from the Earth. Mennipus, amidſt the Conſu- 
xture I ben of Voices, which was ſo great that nothing leſs 
/ hen ban the Ear of Fove could diftinguiſh them; heard, 
preſ. de Words, Riches, Honour, and long Life, repeated 
ow, n several different Tones and Languages, When 
ind WW be firſt Hubbub of Sounds was over, the Trap-Door 
mage WM king left open, the Voices came up more ſeparate 
Lu- ¶ ud diſtinct, The firſt Prayer was a very odd one; 
„be W came from Athens, and deſired Jupiter to increaſe 
alth, te Wiſdom and the Beard of his humble Supplicant. 


Memipus knew it, by the Voice, to be the Prayer of 
Ms Friend Lycander the Philoſopher. This was 
keeeeled by the Petition of one who had juſt laden 3 


8 3 8 ip, 
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Ship, and promiſed Jupiter, if he took Care of it, Nb! 
and returned it Home again ſull of Riches, he would 
make him an Offering of a Silver Cup. Jupiter hal 
thanked him for nothing; and bending down his 
Ear more attentively than ordinary, heard a Voice voi 
complaining to him of the Cruelty of an Epheſſan 
Widow, and begging him to breed Compaſſion in 
her Heart: This, ſays Jupiter, is a very honeſt Fel. 
low. I have received a great deal of Incenſe from 
him ; I will not be fo cruel to him as to hear his 
Prayers, He was then interrupted with a whole 
Volley of Vows, which were made for the Health 
of a tyrannical Prince by his Subjects, who prayed 
for him in his Preſence. Mennipus was ſurpriſed, 
aſter having liſtened to Prayers offered up with 
much Ardour and Devotion, to hear low Whiſper, 
from the ſame Aſſembly expoſtulating with ove for 
ſuffering ſuch a Tyrant to live, and aſking him hoy 
his Thunder could lie idle? Jupiter was fo offended 
at theſe prevaricating Raſcals, that he took down 

the firſt Vows, and puffed away the laſt. The Phi. 
loſopher, ſeeing a great Cloud mounting upwards, 
and making its Way directly to the Trap · Door, en- 
quired of Jupiter what it meant. This, ſays Jupiter, 
is the Smoke of a whole Hecatomb that is offered me 
by the General of an Army, who is very importu- 
nate with me to let him cut off an hundred thouſand 
Men that aredrawn up in Array againſt him : What 
does the-impudentW retch think 1 ſee in him, to be- 
lieve that I will make a Sacrifice of ſo many Mortal 
as good as himſelf, and all this to his Glory, for- 
ſooth? But hark, ſays Jupiter, there is a Voice | ne- 
ver heard but in a Time of Danger; it is a Rogue that 
is ſhipwrecked in the /onian Sea: I ſaved him ona 
Plank but three Days ago, upon his Promiſe to mend 
his Manners ; the Scoundrel is not worth a Groat, 
and yet hes the Impudence to offer me a Temple it 
will keep him from ſinking.—— But yonder, ſays he 
is a ſpecial Youth, for you, he Cefires me to take 


his 
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ris Father who keeps a great Eſtate from him, out 
of the Miferies of human Life, The old Fellow 
hall live till he makes his Heart ach, I can tell him 
that for bis Pains. This was followed by the ſoft 
Voice of a pious Lady, defiring Jupiter that the 
night appear amiable and-charming in the Sight of 
der Emperor. As the Philoſopher was reflecting on 
this extraordinary Petition, there blew a gentle Wind 
through the Trap- door, which he at firſt miſtook for 
, Gale of Zephyrs, but afterwards found it to be a 
Breeze of Sighs: They ſmelt ſtrong of Flowers and 
lncenſe, and were ſucceeded by moſt paſſionate Com- 
plaints of Wounds and Torments, Fires and Ar- 
rows, Cruelty, Deſpair and Death. Mfennipus 
fancied that ſuch lamentable Cries aroſe from ſome 
general Execution, or from Wretches lying under 
the Torture; but Jupiter told him, that they came 
up to him from the Ifle Paphos, and that he every 
Day received Complaints of the ſame Nature from 
that whimſical Tribe of Mortals who are called Lo- 
vers. I am ſo trifled with, ſays he, by this Generation 
of both Sexes, and find it ſo impoſſible to pleaſe 
them, whether I grant or refuſe their Petitions, that 
| ſhall order a weſtern Wind for the future to inter- 
cept them in their Paſſage, and blow them at Ran- 
dom upon the Earth. Tune laſt Petition I heard was 
from a very aged Man, of near an hundred Years old, 
begging but for one Year more of Life, and then 
promiſing to die contented, This is the rareſt old 
Fellow, ſays Jupiter, he has made this Prayer to 
me for above twenty Years together, When he was 
but fifty Years old, ke defired only that he might 
live to ſee his Son ſettled in the World ; I granted 
it, He then begged the ſame Favour for his Daugh- 
ter, and afterwards that he might ſee the Education 
ofa Grandfon, When all this was brought about, 
be puts up a Petition that he might live to finiſh a 
Houſe he was building. In ſhort, he is an unrea- 
ſonable old Cur, and never wants an Excuſe ; 1 will 


hear 
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hear no more of him. Upon which he flung down 
the Trap-Door in a Paſſion, and was refolved t, 
give no more Audiences that Day. 
Notwithſtanding the Levity of this Fable the Mo. 
ral of it very well deſerves our Attention. The Va- 
nity of Men's Wiſhes which are the natural Prayer, 
of the Mind, as well as many of thoſe ſecret Deyg. 
tions which they offer to the Supreme Being, are 
ſufficiently expoſed by it. Among other Reaſons for 
ſet Forms of Prayer, I have often thought it a very 
good one, that by this Means the Folly and Extra. 
vagance of Men's Deſires may be kept within due 
Rounds, and not break out into abſurd and ridiculous 
Petitioas on ſo great and ſolemn an Occaſion, 


n 
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On AERIAL CASTLE-BUILDING. 


He dreams of Riches, Grandeur, and a Grown ; 
Ee <wakes, and finds kimſelf a fin ple Clown, Rowe, 


LxAScHAR was a very idle Fellow, that never 
| would ſet his Hand to any Bufineſs during his 

Father's Life. When his Father died, he left him 
to the Value of an hundred Drachmas in Perſian 
Money. Alnaſchar, in order to make the beſt of it, 
laid it out in Glaſſes, Bottles, and the fineſt Earthen 
Ware. Theſe he piled up in a large open Basket; 
and having made Choice of a very little Shop, placed 
the Basket at his Feet, and leaned his Back upon the 
Wall, in Expectation of Cuſtomers. As he fat in 
this Poſture, with bis Eyes upon the Basket, he fell 
into a moſt amuſing Train of I hought, and was 
over-heard by one cf his Neighbours, as he talked 
to himſelf in the following Manner: This Basket, 
ſais he, coſt me at the Wholeſale-Merchant's an 
hundred Drachmas, which is all I have in the World. 
I ſhall quickly make two Hundred of it, by ſelling it 
in Retaſe. Theſe two Hundred Drachnias will in 
a very little Time ri to four Hundred, vid f 
4 ourie 
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Courſe will amount in Time to four Thouſand, 
bur thoufand Drachmas cannot fail of making eight 
Thouſand, As ſoon as by this Means F am Maſter 
of tes F houfarid, I will lay aſide my Trade of GlaF- 
man, and turn Jeweller. I ſhall then deal in Pia- 
notids, Pearls, and ell Sorts of rich Stones. Wen 
have got together as much Wealth as I can well 
iefire, I will make a Purchaſe of the fineſt Houſe I 
an find, with Lands, Slaves, Eunuchs and Horfes, 
| ſhall then begin to enjoy myſelf, and make a Noiſe 
in the World, I will not, however, ſtop there but 
fill continue my Traffic till I have got together an 
hundred thouſand Drachmas. When I have thus 
made myſelf Mafter of an hundred thoufand Drach- 
mas, I will naturally ſet myſelf on the Foot of a 
Prinee, and will demand the GrandV ifir's Daughter 
in Marriage, after having reprefented to that Mini- 
ſer the Information which 1 have received of the 
Beauty, Wit, Diſcretion, and other high Qualities 
which his Daughter poſſeſſes. I will let him know, 
at the ame Time, that it is my Intention to make 
him a Preſent of a thouſand Picces of Gold on our 
Marriage Night. As ſoon as I have married the 
Grand Viſir's Daughter, I will buy her ten black 
Eunuchs, the youngeſt and the beſt that can be got 
for Money. I muſt afterwards make my Father-in- 
Law a Viſit with a great Train and Equipage. And 
when I am placed at his Right-hand, which he will 
do of Courſe, if it be only to honour his Daughter, 
I will give him the thouſand: Pieces of Gold which 
| promiſed him, and afterwads to his great Sur- 
priſe, will preſent him with another Purſe of the 
ſame Value, with ſome ſhort' Speech; as, Sir, you 
ji Herve Man of my Weird: I atways give more thun 

promi ſe. | 

When I have brought the Princeſs to my Houſe, 
| ſhall take particular Care to breed in her a due 
Reſpet for me, before 1 give the Reins to Love 
and Dalliance. To this End I ſhall confine ag to 

er 
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her own Appartment, make her a ſhort Viſit, and 
talk but little to her. Her Woman will repreſent ta 
me, that ſhe is inconſolable by Reaſon of my Un. 
kindneſs, and beg me with Tears to careſs her, and 
let her fit down by me; but I will ſtill remain in. 
exorable, and will turn my Back upon her all the 
firſt Night. Her Mother will then come and bring 
her Daughter to me, as I am ſeated upon my Sofa, 
The Daughter, with Tears in her Eyes, will fling 
herſelf at my Feet, and beg of me to receive her in- 
to my Favaur. Then will I, to imprint in her a 
thorough Veneration for my Perſun, draw up my 
Leg and ſpurn her from me with my Foot, in ſucha 
Manner, that ſhe may fall down ſeveral Paces from 
the Sofa. 

Alnaſchar was intirely ſwallowed up in his chime- 
rical Viſion, and could not forbear acting with his 
Foot what he had in his Thoughts: So that un- 
luckily ſtriking his Basket of Brittle Ware, which 
was the Foundation of all his Grandeur, he kicked 
his Glaſſes to a great Diſtance from him into the 
Street, and broke them into ten thouſand Pieces. 

This is a humorous Ridicule upon the fooliſh Va« 
nity of building Caſtles in the Air, and idly waſting 
that Time, in empty flattering Schemes, which 
might have been uſefully employed in attending our 
proper Buſineſs. . 


. — c_. 
—— „ * 


* 


Ou CHARITY. 


The Soul that feels for others Moe, 
From Heaven its Origin does ſhew, R, 


Acchok and EsREFr, two Youths, begged the 

Derviſe Marat their Tutor, who was a Seer, and 
bleſſed by Mabomet with the Knowledge of future 
Events, to permit them to viſit the Curioſities of 
Aleppo, to which Place they were but lately come 
for the Advantage of the wiſe and holy Man's In- 


ſtruc- 
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and &:ufions, and who had undertaken their Education: 
ta Wl He gave each of them a few Aſpers on going forth, 
In. o expend on whatever their Inclinations prompted 
ind Wl to; and on their Return, he enquired how they had 
tiſpoſed of their Money. I, faid Zacchor, caſt my 
des on ſome of the fineſt Dates Syria ever produced; 
[hy out my Aſpers, and indulged in what perhaps 
| ſhall never meet the like of again. And I, ſaid 
fre, met a poor helpleſs Wretch with an In- 
ant at her Breaſt, whoſe Cries pierced my Soul: 
the was reduced to the very utmoſt Extremity ; the 
age of Death ſeemed to glare forth at her Eyes, 
and ſhe had ſcarce Strength leſt to beg that Afiſt- 
ce my Heart yearned to give her, and which our 
Prophet commands all MAuſſelmans to beſtow on Miſ- 
ery like hers, She had my A/þers, and I grieved I 


his hd not more to beſtow. The Money, ſaid Morat 
in- to Zagchor, which you exchanged for the Dates will 
ch nafew Hours be converted into the moſt odious of 
Subſtances, meer Excrement : But Aſref}, ſaid he, 
he turning to the other, beſides the Pleaſure you muſt 

enjoy whenever you reflect on what yo have done, 
a- know that your well beſtowed Aſpers will produce a 
ng never-fading Fruit and contribute to your Happineſs, 
ch both in this World and the World to come ; and 


moreover know, that the Infant whoſe Life you have 
ſaved, and who, without your Aſſiſtance, muſt, with 
is Mother have periſhed, will (fo Heaven has de- 
ted) live to repair your Goodneſs by ſaving your 
Life many Years hence, and reſcuing you from the 
moſt imminent of Dangers, 


. 
i 1 


— 
a 
*. 
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PROSPERITY and ADVERSITY, 
An ALLEGORY,. 


on 


As Phyſic for the Body's Geod's aſſign'd. 
Misfortynes are the Phyſic of the Mind. R 
RogpgriTY and ADVERSITY, the Daughte 
I of PRovipence, were ſent7to the Houſe of; 
ich Phenican Merchant, named Velaſco, whois 
deſidence was at Dire, the Capital City of thy 
e, 
roſperity, the elder, was beautiful as the Mom 
ing, and chearful as the Spring: But Adverſiiy wu 
ſorrowful and ill-favoured. 

Velaſco had two Sons, Felix and Uranio, The 
were both bred to Commerce, though liberally equ. 
cated, and had lived tôgether from their Infancy in 
the ſtricteſt Harmony and Friendſhip. But Love, 
be fore whom all the Affectiors of the Soul are as the 
Traces of a Ship upon the Ocean, which remain or- 
ly far a Moment, threatened in an evil Hour to ſet 
them at Variance ; for both were become enamour- 
ed with the Beauties of Proſperity, The Nymph, 
like one of the Daughters of Man, gave Encuurage- 
ment to each by Turns; but to avoid a particular Wh 1. 
Declaration, ſhe vowed a Reſolution never to mar- {tn 
ry, unleſs her Siſter, from whom ſhe ſaid it was im- E. 
poſſible for her to be long ſeparated, was married u Fr 
the ſame Time. T 

Velaſco, who was no Stranger to the Paſſions df Ba 
his Sons, and who dreaded every Thing from theit i W 
Violence, to prevent Conſequences, obliged them Er 
by his Authority to decide their Pretenſions by Lots; M 
each previouſly engaging in a ſolema Oath to marry 
the Nymph that ſhould fall to his Share. The Lots fu 
were accordingly drawn; and Proſperity became the 
Wife of Felix, and Adverſity of Uranio. 4 


Soon after the Celebration of theſe n, in 
(1 
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uſes died, having bequeathed to his eldeft Son Felix 
Ty: Houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the great= 
n Part of his large Fortune and Effects. 

The Huſband of Proſperity was fo tranſported with 
the gay Diſpoſition and enchanting Beauties of his 
Bride, that he cloathed her in Gold and Silver, and 
\orned ber with Jewels of ineſtimable Value. He 
wilt a Palace for her in the Woods ; he made Rivers 
n his Gardens, and beautified their Banks with 
Temples and Pavilions. He entertained at his Ta- 
le the Nobles of the Land, delighting their Ears 
vith Muſic, and their Eyes with Magnificence. But 
his Kindred he beheld as Strangers, and the Compa- 
nions of his Youth paſſed by him unregarded, His 
Rrother alſo became hateful in his Sight, and in Pro- 
cf; of Time, he commanded the Doors of his Houſe 
to be ſhut againſt him. 

But as the Stream flows from its Channel and lo. 
ſes itſelf among the Vallies, unleſs confined by 
Mounds ; fo alſo will the Current of Fortune be diſ- 
fpated, unleſs bounded by Oeconomy. In a few 
Years the Eftate of Felix waſted by Extravagance, 
his Merchandize failed him by Neglect, and his Ef- 
ſets were ſeized by the mercileſs Hands of Credit- 
ors, He applied himſelf for Support to the Nobles 


cult and great Men whom he had feaſted and made Pre- 
mar ſents to; but his Voice was as the Voice of a Stran- 
1s im- ger, and they remembered not his Face. The 


Friends whom he had neglected derided him in their 
Turn, his Wife alſo inſulted him, and turned ker 
Back upon him and fled. Yet was his Heart ſo be- 


ons of 

theit i vitched with her Sorceries, that he purſued her with 
them Entreaties, till by her Haſte to abandon him, her 
Lots; Mask fell off, and diſcovered to him a Face as wi- 


thered and deformed, as before it had appeared youth= 
ful and engaging. | 
What became of him afterwards Tradition does 
not relate with Certainty. It is believed that he fled 
into Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty Be- 
WS + nevolence 
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Benevolence of a few Friends, who had not total! 
deſerted him, and that he died in a ſhort Tim 
wretched and an Exile. | 

Let us now return to Uranio, who as we haue 
already obſerved, had been driven out of Doors by 
his Brother Felix. Adverſity, though hateful to his 
Heart, and a Spectre to his Eyes, was the conſtant 
Attendant upon his Steps; and to aggravate his Sor. 


row, he received certain Intelligence that his ticheſt 


Veſſel was taken by a Sardinian Pirate; that an- 
other was loſt upon the Lyb:an Syrtes ; and to com- 
plete all, that the Banker with whom the greateſt 
Part of his ready Money was entruſted, had deſert. 
ed his Creditors and retired into Sicily, Collecting 
therefore the ſmall Remains of his Fortune, he bade 
Adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adverſity through unfre. 
quented Roads and Foreſts overgrown with Thick. 
ets, he came at laſt to a ſmall Village at the Foot uf 
a Mountain, Here they took up their Abode for 
ſome Time; and Adverſity, in Return for all the 
Anxiety he had ſuffered, ſoftening the Severity of 
her Looks, adminiſtred to bim the moſt faithful 
Counſel, weaning his Heart from the immoderate 
Love of earthly Things, and teaching him to revere 
the Gods, and to place his whole Truſt and Happi- 
neſs in their Government and Protection. She hu- 
manized his Soul, made him modeſt and humble, 
taught him to compaſſionate the Diſtreſſes of his Fel- 
low-Creatures, and inclined him ro relieve them. 
c] am ſent, faid ihe, by the Gods to thoſe only 
whom they love: For I not only train them up by 
my ſevere diſcipline to future Glory, but alſo pre- 
pare them to 1eceive with a greater Reliſh all ſuch 
moderate Enjoyments, as are not inconſiſtent with 
this probationary State. As the Spider, when al- 
ſailed, ſeeks Shelter in its inmoſt Web, ſo the Mind 


which I aMiA, contracts its wandering Thoughts, 


and flies for Happineſs to itſelf, It was I who raiſed 
the Characters of Cato, Socrates, and Timoltan, to 5 


um 
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jiyine a Height, and ſet them up as Guides and Ex- 
amples to every ſuture Age. Proſperity, my ſmiling 
hut treacherous Siſter, too frequently delivers thoſe 
whom ſhe has ſeduced to, be ſtourged by her cruel 
Followers, Anguiſh and Deſpair : While Adverſity 
never fails to lead thoſe who will be inftruQeg by 
her, to the bliſsful Habitations of Tranquility and 
mtent.” 1 
; Uranio liſtened to her Words with great Atten- 
ton; and as he looked earneſtly on her Face, the 
Deformity of it , ſeemed inſenſibly to decreaſe, By 
gentle Degrees his, Averſion to her abated ; and at 
lat he gave himſelf wholly up to her Council and 
Direction. She would often repeat ta him the wiſe: 
Maxim of the Philoſopher, I hat thaſe who want 
the feweſt Thiogs, approach neareſt to the Gods, 
who want nothing.“ She ad moniſhed him to turn 
his Eyes to he many Thouſands beneath him, in- 
dead of gazing on the few who live in Pomp and 
Solendor 3 and in his Addrefſes to the Gods, infiecd 
of ſupplicating for Kiches and Popularity, to pray 
only for a virtuous Mind, a quite State, and un- 
blameable Life, and a Death full of good Hopes. 

Finding him to be every Day more and more com- 
poſed and refigned, though neither enamoured of 
her Face, nor delighted with her Society, ſhe at laſt 
addrefled him in the following Manner: 

As Gold is purged and refined from Droſs by 
the Fire, ſo is Adverſity ſent by Providence to try 
and improve the Virtue of Mortals. The End ob- 
tained, my Task is finiſhed z and I now leave you 
togo and give an Account of my Charge, Your 
Brother, whoſe Lot was Proſperity, and whoſe Con- 
dition you ſo much envied, after having experien- 
ced the Error of his Choice, is at laſt releaſed by 
Death from the moſt wretched of Lives. Happy has 
it been for Uranio, that his Lot was Adverſity, whom 


if he remembers as he ought, his Life will be honour- 
able, and his Death havpy.” 


22 As 
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As ſhe pronounced theſe Words ſhe vaniſhed from 
his Sight, But though her Features at that Mo. 
ment, inſtead of inſpiring their uſual Horror, ſeem. 
ed to diſplay a kind of languiſhing Beauty, yet a 
Uranio, in Spight of his utmoſt Efforts, could never 
prevail on himſelf to love her, he neither regreted 
her Departure, nor wiſhed for her Return, But 
though he rejoiced in her Abſence, he treaſured up 
Her Counſels in his Heart, and grew happy by the 
Practice of them. 

He afterwards betook himſelf again to Merchan. 
dize 3 and having in a ſhort Time acquired a Con. 

ncy ſufficient for the real Enjoy ments of Lite; 

retreated to a little Farm which he had bought 
for that Purpoſe, and where he determined to con- 
tinue the Remainder of his Days. Here he employ. 
ed his Time in Planting, Gardenening, and Huſband. 
ry, in 2 all diſorderly Paſſions, and in form- 
ing the Mind by the Leſſons of Adver/ity, He took 
great Delight in a little Cell or Hermitage in his Gar- 
den, which ſtood under a Tuft of Trees, encom- 
paſſed with Eglantine, and Honey-ſuckles. Adjoin- 
ing to it was a Cold Bath, formed by a Spring iſſu- 
ing from a Rock, and over the Door was written in 
large Characters the following Inſcription ; 


Beneath this moſi- grown Roof, within this Cell, 
Truth, Liberty, Content, and Virtue dwell, 
Say, you who dare this happy Place diſdain, 
What ſplendid Palace boaſts ſo fair a Train? 


He lived to a good old Age; and died honoured 


22 


and lamented. 


On 
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On CONVERSATION. 


ere are whom Heav'n has bleſt with Store of I de, 
t cant as much again to manage it 2 

. Werds are like Leaves, and where they moſt abound, 
Huch Fruit of Senſe beneath is rarely found. * 


HE Faculty of interchanging our Thoughts 
with one another, or what we expreſs by the 
Word Converſation, has always been repreſented by 
Moral Writers as one of the nobleft Privileges of Rea- 
en, and which more particularly ſets Mankind above 
the brute Part of the Creation, | 

Though nothing ſo. much gains upon the Aﬀec- 
tions as this extempory. Elogquence, which we have 
conſtantly Occaſion for, and are obliged to practiſe 
very Day, we very rarely meet with any who excel 
in t. e | | 

The Converſation of moſt Men is diſagreeable, 
not ſo much for want of Wit and Learning, as of 
Good- breeding and Diſcretion, 

If you reſolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify 
any particular Vanity or Paſſion of your own ; but 
ways with a Deſign either to divert or inform the 
Company, A Man who only aims at one of theſe, 
Is always eaſy in his Diſcourſe, He is never out of 
Humour at being interrupted, becauſe he conſiders 
that thoſe who hear him are the beſt Judges, whether 
what he was ſaying could either divert or inform 
tem. | 

A modeſt Perſon ſeldom fails to gain the Good- 
wil of thoſe he converſes with, becauſe no Bedy en- 
— a Man, who does not appear to be pleaſed with 
imſelf. 

We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
deed what can we ſay? It would be as imprudent 
to diſcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over 
cur fancied Virtues. Our private and domeſtic 
Affairs are no leſs improper to be introduced in Con- 

9 ver 
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verſation, What does it concern the Company how | 


many Horſes you keep in your Stables? Or whether 
your Servant is more K nave or Fool ? 

A Man may equally affront the Company he is in 
by engrofling all the Talk, or by obſerving a con- 
temptuous — . 
| Before you tell a Story it mo nerally no 
amiſs to 3 a ſhort Choradter, A give he a, 
pany a true Idea of the principal Perſons concerned 
in it. The Beauty of moſt Things conſiſts not ſo 
much in their being ſaid or done, as in their being 
ſaid or done by ſuch a particular Perſon, or on ſuch 
a particular Occaſion. 

Notwithſtanding all the Advantages of Youth, 
few young People pleaſe in Converſation ; the Res- 
ſon is, that Want of Experience makes them poſi- 
tive, and what they ſay is rather with a Deſign to 
pleaſe themſelves than any one elſe. 

It is certain that Age itſelf will make manyThings 
paſs well enough, which would have been laughed 
at in the Mouth of one much younger. 

Nothing, however, is more inſupportable to Men 
of Senſe, than an empty forma] Man who ſpeaks in 
Provecbs, and decides all Controverſies with a ſhort 
Sentence, This Piece of Stupidity is the more in- 
ſufferable, as it puts on the Air of Wiſdom. 

A prudent Man will avoid talking much of any 
particular Science, for which he is remarkably fa- 
mous. There is not methinks an handſomer Thing 
faid of Mr. Cowley, in his whole Life, than that none 

but his intimate Friends ever diſcovered that he was 
a great Poet by his Diſcourſe : Beſides the Decency of 
this Rule, it is certainly founded in good Policy. A 
Man who talks of any Thing he is already famous 
for, has little to get, but a great deal to loſe. I might 
add, that he who is ſometimes ſilent on a Subject 
where every one is ſatisfied he could ſpeak, will often 
be thought no leſs knowing in other Matters, u he's 
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Women are frightened at the Name ef Argument, 
ind are ſooner convinced by an happy Turn, or wit- 
y Expreflion, than by Demonſtration, 

Whenever you commend, add your Reaſons for 
ding ſo 3 it is this which diſtinguiſhes the Approba- 
jon of a Man of Senſe from the Flattery of Syco- 

ts, and Admiration of Faols. 

Raillery is no longer agreeable than while the 
whole Company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of 
il be underſtood to except the Perſon raillied, 

Though Good-humour, Senfe and Diſcretion can 
ſeldom fail to make a Man agreeable, it may be no 
ill Policy ſometimes to prepair yourſelf in a particu- 
ur Manner for Converſation, by looking a little far- 
ther than your Neighbours into whatever is become 
a reigning Subject. If our Armies are beſieging a 
Place of Importance Abroad, or our Houſe of Com- 
mons debating a Bill of Conſequence at Home, you 
can hardly fail of being heard with Pleaſure, if you 
have nicely informed yourſelf of the Strength, Situ- 
ation, and Hiſtory of the firſt, or of the Reaſons for 
and againſt the latter, It will bave the ſame Effect, 
if when any ſingle Perſon begins to make a Noiſe in 
the World, you can learn ſome of the ſmalleſt Ac- 
cidents in his Life or Converſation, which though 
they are too fine for the Obſervation of the Vulgar, 
gire more Satisfaction to Men of Senſe (as they are 

the beſt Openings to a real Character) than the Re- 
cital of his moſt glaring Actions. I know but one ill 
Conſequence to be feared from this Method, name- 
ly, that coming full charged into Company, you 
ſhould reſolve to unload whether an handſome Op- 
portunity offers itſelf or no, 

Though the asking of Queſtions may plead for it- 
ſelf the ſpec ious Names of Modeſty and a Deſire of 
Information, it affords little Pleaſure to the Reſt of 
the Company who are not troubled with the ſam e 
Dubts; beſi les which, he who asks a 3 
wou 
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would do well to conſider that he lies wholy at the 
Mercy of another before he receives an Anſwer, 

Nothing is more filly than the Pleaſure ſome Peg. 
ple take in what they call peaking their Minds, A 
Man of this Make will ſay a rude Thing for the mee; 
Pleaſure. of ſaying it, when zn oppoſite Behaviour, 
full as innocent, might have preſerved his Friend, ot 
made his Fortune. 

It is not imgoſſible for a Man to form to himſgt 
as exquiſite Pleaſure in complying with the Humour 
and Sentiments of others as of bringing others over 
to his own; ſince it is the certain Sign of ſuperior 
Genius, that can take and become whatever Dich 
it pleaſes. 

I ſhall only add, that beſides what I have here 
ſaid, there is ſomething which can never be learned 
but in the Company of the Polite, The Virtues of 
Men are catching as well as their Vices, and your 
own Obſervations added to theſe, will ſoon diſcover 
what it is that commands Attention in one Man, and 
make you tired and diſpleaſed with the Diſcourſe cf 
another. 


1 
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The PARTY-COLOURED SHIELD 
A STORY on the /ame SUusjecT, 
With baſiy Jude ment ne'er decide x 
Firſt bear what's ſaid on either Side, R. 
N the Days of Knight - errantry and Paganiſm, one 
of our old Britiſh Princes, ſet up a Statue to the 
Goddeſs of Y:ery, in a Point where four Roads met Con 
together. In the Right hand ſhe held a Spear, and WM the 
reſted her Left upon a Shield: The Outſide of this Wl yere 
Shield was of Gold, and the Inſide of Silver. On the WM hin 
former was inſcribed.in-the old Britiſh Language, To ore 
| the Goddeſs. ever. favourable ; and, on the other, For Wl thei 
four Victories obtained ſucceſſively aver the Picts and Wl bro 


ether Inhabitants of the nothern Iſlands, R As 
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It happened one Day, that two Knights compleat- 
ly armed, the one in black Armour, and the other in 


9 bite, arrived from oppoſite Parts of the Country 

„ A 2 ; po 4 

mee. WF! this Statue, juſt about the ſame Time ; and as 

f eder of them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 

* jad the Inſcriptions and obſerve the Excellence of 
3 


bWorkmanſhip : After contemplating on it for ſome 
Time, „this golden Shield, ſays the black Knight, 
udn Shield, cried the white Knight, (who was as 
fialy obſerving the oppoſite Side) why if I have 
1 Eyes it is Silver, I know nothing of your Eyes 
xplied the black Knight, but if ever I ſaw a golden 
Shield in my Life, this is one: Yes, returned the 
white Knight, ſmiling, it is very probable indeed 
that they ſhould expoſe a Shield of Gold in ſo public 
a Place as this; for my Part, I wonder even a Silver 
one is not too ſtrong a Temptation for the Devotion 
of ſome People that paſs this Way; and it appears 
by the Date that this has been here above three 
ears.” The black Knight could not bear the Smile 

with which this was delivered, and grew ſo warm 
n the Diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a Challenge; 

— they both therefore turned their Horſes and rode 
back ſo far as to have ſufficient Space for their Ca- 

D. ver, then fixed their Spears in their Reſts, and 
ſew at each other with the greateſt Fury and Impe- 

twolity, Their Shock was ſo rude, and the Blow 

om each Side ſo effectual, that they both fell to the 

5 Ground much wounded and bruiſed, and lay there, 
0 fr ſome Time, as in a Trance. A good Druid, 
a who was travelling that Way, found them in this 
be Condition, The Druids were the Phyſicians of 
thoſe Times, as well as the Prieſts. He had a So- 

5 rereipn Balſam about him, which he had compoſed 
limſelf, for he was very skilful in all the Plants that 

„ e in the Fields, or in the Foreſts ; he ftaunched 
tteir Blood, applied his B.lm to their Wounds, and 
drought them as it were from Death to Life again. 
pon as he found them ſufficiently recovered, he 
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began to enquire into the Occaſion of their Quarrg 
„Why this Man, cried the black Knight, wi 
have it, that that Shield yonder, is Silver.“ « A, 
he will have it, replied the white Knight, that it 
Gold,” and then told him all the Particulars of th. 
Affair.“ “ Ah! ſaid the Druid with a Sigh, you ar 
both of you, my Brethren, in the Right, and bol 
of you in the Wrong; had either of you given hin 
ſelf Time to look upon the oppoſite Part of the Skiely 
as well as that which firſt preſented itſelf to ; 
View, all this Paſſion and Bloodſhed might have bes 
avoided : However there is a very good Leſſon to hy 
learned from the Evils that have befallen you on thi 
Occaſion. Permit me therefore to entreat you by 
all our Gods, and by this Goddeſs of Victory in pa 
ticular, Never to enter into any Diſpute for the fulurt 
till you have fairly conſidered each Side of th 
Rueſtion, 


1 


On GAMING. 


You'll find at leaft, this Maxim true; 
Fools are the Game which Knaves purſue. Gay, 


T is obſervable that Mabomet in a moſt particular 
I Manner, forbad Gaming and Drunkenneſs to his 
ollowers, when at the ſame T ime he indu'ye! them 
with Plurality of Women: The laſt he loc. d up- 
on as a Paſſion, the Seeds of which are implanted 
as it were in our Nature; whereas Gaming and 
Drunkenneſs he abſolutely forbad, as acquired and 
unnatural Vices : As Vices productive of the molt 
dreadful Conſequences, I will not at preient ex- Gir 
amine the Juſtneſs of. the Compliment paid 0 amo» gun 
rous Libertiniſm, which he certainly carried 1c far 3W b 
but ſhall obſerve that bis ſtrict Commands in regard 5. 
to Gaming and Drunkenneſs, have contributed more der 
than any of his other Injunctions, to the Happinels f 5h. 
of his Followers, G2 ne. 
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Gaming (which I ſhall at preſent conſider) ſeems 
b me of all Vices, the greateſt Enemy to Happi- 
ub: Its inſeperable Attendants are Envy, Deceit, 
Pofuſeneſs, Impiety, and a whole Train of diaboli- 
 Aﬀociates, Health, Peace of Mind, Love; Fa- 
ily, Friends, Country, and in ſhort, every Thing 
able, or defirable are ſacrificed to it: And to 
what are they ſacrificed ? Why to Avarice: Avarice, 


ield de meaneſt of Vices Love of Gaming is nothing 
bor than the Love of other People's Money. It is 
bee wot the Avarice of a Miſer, it is the Avarice of a 
0 be Tue, a Robber ; or rather the cowardly Avarice of 
hl: pck-Pocket. It is Avarice and Profuſion joined 
u by tether 3; a moſt unnatural Conjunction, and pro- 
u five of more terrible Conſequences, than either 
1 | of them ſingly can poſſibiy be: Like Aaren's Rod, 


t abſorbs, it ſwallows up, -nd contains within itſelf 
Mother Vices, and may juſtly among Vices be ſtiled 
in; and of all Baits made uſe of by the grand 

Enemy of Mankind, to tempt us from our aw, 
and make us unhappy hereafter, Gaming ſeems the 
moſt dangerous, and beſt to anſwer his diabolical 


Jn Ends. 

2 It is ridiculous to hear the Votaries of Gaming 
alert term it an Amuſement, an inoffenſive Relaxation, Oc. 
ro. Thoſe who ſo miſcall it, muſt notwithſtanding allow 


t to be an irrational, unimproving Diverſion ; and 
that at the beſt, it is but murdering Time. But 
won Examination, every Obſerver may find that 
fallying with the Temptation draws on impercep- 
tbly to the moſt deſtructive Conſequences. But 
what ſhall be faid of thoſe who take no Delight in 
Gaming, yet give into it on almoſt every Occaſion ? 
vurely Complaiſance is a poor Excuſe for doing a 
fooliſh or a wicked Action; and that every Gameſter 
ba Knave or a Fool, is a moſt palpable Truth. A 
certain Nobleman hearing a Gentleman ſpoken of, 
who was ſaid to be a great Gamfter ; he is a moſt 
ncorrigible Blockhead cries my. Lord; but on be- 


ing 
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ing aſſured he was a Man of very brilliant Parts; 
ſo, replies my Lord, he muſt be a rank Scoundrel 
Not ſo my Lord, replies the other, he bears the 
Character of a Gentleman of great Worth and H. 
nour. That cannot be, retorts the Nobleman 
every Gameſter is either a Rogue or Fool, Pike ot 
Gudgeon, and Honour never makes a nearer Ap 
proach to the Heart of ſuch a one than the Tip of bj 
Tongue. 

All Converſation, all Improvement is put a Sto 
to the Moment Gaming commences : Friendſhi 
and Society, Benevolence and Humanity ceaſe, and 
nothing further is thought of, but the Ruin of thoſe 
you are in Company wich; the Ruin of thoſe yq 
often make the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of Friendihig 
to: The Gamefter's Happineſs (like the Devil's) 
depends on the Miſery of others; and like Satan too, 
he ſmiles on thoſe, whom, in his Heart, he devotes 
to Deſtruction. 

The Life of a Gameſter is a Life of Uncertainy 
conſequently of Unhappineſs : He can never proper- 
ly call any Thing his own, not being aſſured of its 
Pofſeſfon one Moment longer then till his next Set- 
ting down, to the Gaming-Table, The thriving 
Gameſter (how precarious his Thrivingl) is the worlt 
of Robbers ; and the unfortunate, the worſt of Self- 
murderers : A Murderer who involves all thoſe In- 
nocents, who unfortunately have any Connection 
with him, in the diſmal Gulph of Beggary and 
wretched Dependence. 

If Covetouſneſs of another's Property, and Diſcon- 
tent of our own, be a Breach of the Divine Com. 
mands, Thou halt not covet thy Neighbours Goods, 
&c, the Gamefter is ever and ſuperlatively guilty. 
The late Duke of ., who had an Averſion 
for all Sorts of Gaming, being urged to no Purpoſe 
by a Nobleman to ſport a little Money; ſure, ny 
Lord, cties the Nobleman, you muſt love your Me- 
ney vaſtly, to be afraid of venturing a Trifle of f 

| | ' 
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Iris true, my Lord, (replied his Grace) 7 do love my ' 
un Money ; yet no Perſon had ever Reaſon to ſay I was 
jd of another Man's, | WEL. he 
The Male Part of Mankind who give into this 
Vice, proſtitute their Talents to the moſt vicious 
Purpoſes; they become entirely abſorbed by it; they 
land like Slaves in the Market, to be bought and 
fold, for Neceſſity often glares them in the Face, 
ind betrays them to Venality. | 
If married, how can they reflect on the Hazards 
they put the Happineſs of Wife, Children, Friends, 
de, to? And when ill Fortune ſtares them in the 
Face, how often are they ſo cowardly as to have Re- 
courſe to a Piſtol, and by Suicide leave thoſe Inno- 
cents to confront a Danger they themſelves were a- 
faid of faceing, But when Gaming ſeizes the Fe- 
male-breaſt, to all the above-mentioned Misfortunes 
we may juſtly add Loſs of Beauty, which is ever the 
Conſequence of late Hours, ruffled Paſſions and a cor- 
xding Heart. Her Honour, her Chaſtity, can no 
lnger be called her own, when ſhe commences 
Gameſter. The Manſion of Gracefulneſs and Beauty 
is converted into a foul and darkſome Dungeon. At- 
tnQing Soſtneſs, and Modeſty (the amiable Chracter- 
mes of the Sex) are exchanged for unbecoming 
Fierceneſs and Acerbity of Temper, and the whole 
picture brings to our Mind the different Situation and 
Figure of Satan before and after the Fall. Theſe 
Reflections (looſe and indigeſted as they are) were 
cecalioned by the two following Relations, which 
= happened, and which probably ſeveral of 
” eaders know to have but too much Truth in 
m, ; =; | 
In one of the principal Cities in England lived Lu- 
aus and Sapphira, bleſſed with a moderate Fortune, 
Health, Love, Peace of Mind, and two little Dar- 
lings, a Son and a Daughter. They ſeemed to want 
ſor nothing as an Addition to their Happineſs, nor 
were they inſenſible " what they enjoyed ; but with 
ras 
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Gratitude to. Heaven were Inſtruments of Good to 
all ahout them. Towards the Cloſe of left Summer, 
Lucius happening in Company with ſome neigh» 
beuring Gentlemen, who:propoſed to waſte an Hour 
ox ſo at Cards, be conſented; more. in Compliance to 
other's; Taſte than his o] n: Like other Sporters he 
met with Variety of Fortune, (a Variety more fe. 
_ Gyging than a Continuance either. of good or bad) 
and warmed with Liquor, he was inconſiderately 
drawn: in before the Company broke up to involve 
himſelf more than his Fortune would bear. The 
next Day, on ſober Reflection, he could not ſupport 
the Thoughts of the Diſtreſs his Folly had brought 
on his Sapphira, and the little Innocents ;. he.had 


not Courage to acquaint her with what had heppen- 


ed.; and whilſt in the Midſt of Pangs he had bither- 
to been a Stranger to, be was viſited, and again 

tempted by one of the laſt Night's Company to try 
Fortune once more. In order to drawn Reflection, 
and in Hopes of recovering his Loſs, he fle w to the 
fatal Place, nor did he leave it till he had loſt his All. 
The Conſequence of which was, that the next Day, 
ia Deſpair indeſcribable, aſter writing a Letter to ac- 
quaint Sapphira with what had happened, he ſhot 
himſelf through the Head; the. News. of which de- 
prived Sapphira of her Senſes: She is at preſent con- 
fined: in a Mad-Houſe, and the two little Innocents 
deſtitute af Parents and of Fortune, have a trouble- 
ſome World to ſtruggle througb, and are likely to 
feel all the Miſeries that Poverty, and a ſervile De- 

ence entail on the Wretched: - 

A young Lady: who lived in the North, was on 
the Point of Marriage with a young Gentleman 
whom was doatingly fond of, and by whom ſhe 


was as greatly beloved: She was at the ſame Time 


admired by a Perſon of high Rank, and whoſe Paſe 
ſion as he was already married, was conſequently diſ- 
Honourable: He was determined however at any Rate, 


to indulge his vicious Flame; but as ſhe was a _ 
: on 


1 


= SOOFSEPES 


be PreagingG IngTRUCTOR. 131 
an of the ſricbeſt Honour, he Wis obliged to act 
cautiouſly, and keep his Love u Sreret.—Kowing 
her Properiſity to Gaming, he fad à Snafe for her 
"to which ſhe fell, to the great Diminution ef her 
fottune. This he tobk Cate te have repreſented 
with the moſt aggravnting Circutmſtanees to the 
Gentemen to whom ſhe was engaged. His Friends 
printed to bim the dreadful Theonveniences of hig 
taking = Gameſter to Wiſe : Poverty, Diteaſe, and 
probably Diſhonour to his Bed were the Iely Con- 
ſeguences: In a Word, they managed Matters fo, fs 
to break off the Match. The Villain whs oecA- 
foned. the Breach between the Lovers, fibtwith- 
ſanding miſſed his wicked Ends 3 his Addreſſes 
and Prupoſals met with Contempt and Abhorc 
race z yet though ſhe preſerved her Chaſtity (u 
Circum ſtance very uncommon among Femile 
Gamtſters) the Lols of her intended Bpoufe, whom 
As was diſtractedly fand ut threw Ref frits u Detli- 
dis which, in u few Moniis/ put un End to her 

540 9 Al } » 4: 7 1 iS | 4 : 
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Ob! that Men'ſboald put an Ereny Into thty Mhuths 
to fledl'away theit Britins, | _ '  Bhakeſpear; * 
E ſollewing is & Lettef from Father to his 


| only Son, in Which he lays open the deteſta- 


Crime of Drunkenneſs and its Rocking Conſe- 
qvencts in ſttiking Colours: As the Subject of the 
Letter is a Vice not very uncomqton in England, I 
hope the infertifig it will need no futther Apology. 

Dear Tou, ebe deer | 

* It is with the greateſt Concern 1 hear you have 
lately (more than once) been guilty of getting fuddled 
in Company with ſome of your youthful Companions z 
U 2 you 
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you can ſcarce think what a Shock this Account gare 
me. I know, my dear Boy, you have a great Flow d 
Spirits, a lively Imagination, and great d. natute; 
but thoſe Qualities, inſtead of guarding you again 
that odious Fault, are, I am afraid, mot likely to 
Hurry you into it: Other Vices generally have their 
Riſe, and. take deepeſt Root in the meaneſt Diſpo- 
ſitions. Drunkenneſs on the contraty, is often, too 
often, obſerved to flouriſh in the richeſt. and moſt 
promiſing Soils: This, Tom, is a principal Reaſon 
why I fear for You. A ſocial good-natur'd Youth is 
drawn in by Degrees; if he is lively, ſmart and Witty, 
His Company is ſought for by others; if Wit in 2. 
nother captivates him, the Company he doats on 
draws him to the Tavern, and though he ſteps cau- 
tiouſly at firſt, he ſoon from Habit and Example loſes 
all Senſe of what he is doing; the Senſe of Danger 
daily wears off ; Fondneſs of Company by. Degrees 
draws on Fondneſs for Liquor; he becomes more ſot- 
tiſh, and conſequently more ftupid, till at laſt his 
Underſtanding (an Underftanding that might have 
done Honour to bis Country, and benefited his Fel- 
low-creatures) becomes clouded and muddled; and 
inſtead of the promiſing ExpeRations that his Youth 
afforded, he becomes a Burden to himſelf, and deſpi- 
cable to all the World. 

„» Drunkenneſs, Tom, ſtupifies the Senſes, deftroys 
theMemory, blunts the Underſtanding, fills Men with 
Diſeaſes, and makes them incapable of Bufineſs of any 
Kind: That. this. is the Conſequence of habitual 
Drunkenneſs, too many Inſtances in every Part of the 
Kingdom will evidence. What a deſpicable Cha- 
racer that of a Sot is I need not deſcribe to you, 
and depend upon it every Perſon who is fond of the 
Company of Topers, is in a fair Way of decoming a 
Sot. If your Inclination tend that Way, check it 
immediately, nor deceive yourſelf with the Hopes 
of having the Power to conquer it whenever you 
pleaſe ; in ſuch a Caſe, Habit daily adds new Strength 

| 0 
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aue % the vicious Bent: The brute Part of us (Appe- 
oi gte) ſoon poſſeſſes the whole Man, and Reaſon, which 
Ve; maß be called the angelic Part, becomes quite ſmo- 
nit Wl {ered and deſtroyed : You know, ny Jad, it is a 
to common Expreſſion to fay, he is as drunk as a Beaft. 

, We do nat ſuppoſe that Beaſts get drunk, we meat: 
bo- zy it, that Man by Inebriation drawns His nder- 

finding, and when his Reaſon is gone he is upon a 
ot Level with, nay, really ſar beneath the brute irratio- 
ſon WM bel Creation. | Brutes are certainly equally rational 
is oY ith loch a Wretch, if not more ſo, with the 975 
u, Wl rior Advantage of a ſound Body and an Inſfinct to 
© Wl guide them. | 2 


Lam not afraid, Tom, of your giving into Vices 
u- fich flo w from an jlhberal Genius or Stupidity, as 
ſeg Swearing, for E 

Wl Cierfanding, agd 

x Wl el gf Coming 

hi af dear Hoy: 1 

= Vith bis at prelent 

9 labitval Drynk ard, dhe 0 
2 often reduced to herd with, and the Loſs of your 
* Underſtandin „ will, jou may depend upon it, bring 
- en that ſtupid Vice as an additional Odium to your 


vn Wow, the World is apt to laugh at the Appre- 
% heofion of any Danger, accruing ſrom getting fuddled 
ith Wa hs 1b 1 TIO. EA -.. -£ 5%, ave 
how and then, they think the Conſequences innocent 
6. or trifling, but et ſoon find themſclves woeful! 
he WY miſtaken, Getting, fuddled is the high Road to ha- 
bitual Drunkenneſs; the oftner you are guilty of it, 
the more you prejudice your Health and Underffand- 
he ie, and the Jeſs capable you are to guard againſt that 


abominable Vice: It ſteals upon you inſenſibly, and 


15 you are ſeldom conſcious of the Danger till you are 
ez incapable of- reſiſting "Sy RO 5 
5 Conſider, my dear Lad, the firſt Deviation from 
th the level Paths of Virtue, is a gradual imperceptible 
to eſcent: The Entrance is bewitching, as it lie; 


5. throug 


— 
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through the flowery Regions of Pleaſure ; but 23 
* advance, the Way ſoon becomes rougher and 
eſs pleaſing : The Proſpect by Degrees grows drez. 
Ty, gloomy. and frightful ; Each Step you advance 

rows ſteeper and ſteeper ; your Power of Reſiſtance 

ows fainter and fainter, and you are hurried down, 
U Spite of the feeble Efforts you are then capable of 
making, into the Gulph of Shame and everlaſting 
Deſt ruction. | 
A Drunkard is the worſt of Suicides ; he u: 

deliberate determinate Self-murderer 3 he hurries 
himſelf out of the World, and for the ſhort Time 
he crawls on the Earth, he makes himſelf miſerable, 
by loading himſelf with racking, Diſtempers : Com- 
pany which he was ſo fond of, avoid and deſpiſe him 
when he can no longer contribute to their irrational 
Mirth ; (for you muſt never truſt to Friendſhip com- 
menced over a Bottle) and the only faint Glimmer- 
ing of Pleaſure he then enjoys, is when he is pouring 
down that liquid Poiſon which firſt occaſioned, and. 
ſtill increaſes his Diſorder, : 
MA certain People among the ancient Grecian: 
(the Lerians 1 think) puniſhed with double Rigour 
any Crime committed in Liquor; firſt and principal. 
ly, for getting drunk; and ſecondly, for the Crime 
committed; for certainly he who eradicates his Rez- 
ſan deliberately as Drunkards do, is much more guil- 
ty of what is committed for Want of that Reaſon, 
deftroyed by his own Fault, than he whoſe Reaſon 
is, overcome by any accidental Attack of Paſſion, 
» You ſeem, Tom, to have ſome Ambition in 
you, a, laudable Ambition, I hope, to diſtinguiſh 
yourſelf, and cut a Figure in the World : All that, 
my dear Boy, is over with you, if you once ſuffer 
Drunkenneſs to become your Maſter : That Emu- 
lation which might have made you illuſtrious, will 
of courſe be reverſed into an Abaſement that muſt de- 


grade you below Rationality ; and ſcarce, as I have, 


hinted. 
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tinted before, leave you on a Level with the loweſt 
Oder of grovelling Brutes. 2 | 
Whenever you hear any Perſon brag in Company 
(hich Drunkards generally do with great Pleaſure 
ind Self-conſequence) that he got drunk, moſt damn- 
bly drunk, ſet that Fellow down for a Fool at the 
teſt. —It is a fooliſh, nay a wicked Way of priding 
limſelf, of what be ſhould be aſhamed of. What: 
then muſt we think of Company who by their Beha» 
yiour ſeem to approve ſuch Folly ; and as to the ridi- 
culous Cuſtom. of drinking Healths, nothing certain- 
ly can be a greater Enemy to. Health than that is, I 
im ſure it were as abſurd to applaud a Perſon for 
ating to Exceſs, as drinking to Exceſs ; they are 
equally deſpicable, gluttonous, mean and hoggiſh. 4 
« A Man may enjoy Company infinitely to more * 
Advantage, in walking, riding, &c. than in a Ta- [il 
ver over a Bottle. Moderate Exerciſe contributes 1 
to Health and Improvement of the Faculties; and 
Converſation at ſuch Times muſt be more edifying 
from the Variety of Scenes that are continually pre- 
ſenting themſelves to the Eye: Or it the Weather 
will not permit that, enjoy yourſelf in your own or 
your Friend's Chamber with an agreeable Companion 
or two, which muſt be much preferable. to fuddling 
ina Tavern, or an Ale houſe, where the longer you 
remain the leſs entertaining and improving muſt the 
Converſation be. Beſides, I know you have a Taſte 
for both Muſic and Painting, and certainly any Perſon 
ſo endowed, can never be at a Loſs for a leaking Re- 
1 in W laxation ſrom Study, —T am far, Tom, from being one 
uin WW of that rigid Claſs of Mortals who decry Chearful- 
hat, neſs and Mirth ; I love Mirth, you know I do, and 
ffer Chearfulneſs (as the Spect ator ſays) is the very Health 
nu- W of the Soul; to preſerve which, is one great Reaſon 
wil WW why I would have you avoid Drinking, for Drink- 
de- in; is in Reality an Enemy to Chearfulneſs, Good- 
ave nature and Mirth, —In Drinking it is bard, nay it is 
ted MW almoſt impoſſible to ſop at a certain Mark, and 
when 


— 
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when you once go beyond it, you are hurried you 
knaw not whither; Quarrelling, Gaming, De 
| 7 80 all Kinds, nay often Murder are the 
Ge Fruits e =y in Sete to Cons 
verfation,.. Tem, 1 would appeal to. yourſcif, whether 
A 455 have LE Drinking (I ſincere 
— = it is but; little) whether in your Cool. Mo- 
ments you would not have, been aſhamed of the 
Words and Actions which you applauded when warm 
with-Liquor: In a Word, unleſs you moſt carefully 
guard againſt Drunkenneſs in your Vouth, it will in- 
ſenſibly fical on you; it will'make you miſerable both 
in Body and Mind; it will prove an inſuperable Bar to 
your becoming eminent in any Proſeſſion, it yil 
make you-odious to yourſelf, and deſpicable to others; 
it will lay a perpetual Opening to the grand Tempter 
| to. make you miſcrabfe both here and hereafter; and 
indeed, and in Truth, I would rather hear of yqur 
being. na more than your becamjig 5 Dru Kar * 
Lau. hanov [ love you, Tom, yet the more Have ch, 
the more deſitous þ ſhould be of your geſcending $0 
the Grave, then to hear of your giving Way to that 
ſcandzlous, mean, deteſt able Y; ce. —Þ ſhall conclude 
my Letter. with a little Story I have ſomewhere read, 
and which I think much to the Purpoſe,” 3 
„„A certain young Fellow had been drawn into a 
Contract with the Devil, that in Conſideration of 
** ſome, important Services from: his diabolical Ma- 
t jeſt y, the young, Fellow was to comply with one of 
ce three. Requeſts: the Devil ſhould think proper to 
c make him. — It is. to be obſetved, the Devil had 
t often before tempted bim in vain, tocommit ſeve- 
<« ral Crimes; but, the young Fellow had hitherto 
& withſtood his Temptations, and was ſtill determin. 
ec ed to refuſe. him every Thing, but the one Requeſt 
< he was obliged by his Contract. to comply with: 
«. When it came to Be/zebub's Turn to command, 
& he left it to the Vouth's Choice, eithet to m"_ 
us, 


| 
| 
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u his Father, debauch his own Siſter, or get drunk: 
« The young Man choſe the laſt, as by far the leaſt 
« ſhocking z. but when he had got drunk, the Devil 
« took. that Opportunity of tempting him (which 
6 till he was drunk he never could effectually do) to 
« commit both the ather Crimes, Thus. he was 
u drawn in to do. all the Devil wanted; whereas if 
« either of the other had been his Choice, he would 
probably have eſcaped fo complicated a Guilt. 


_—_— * 4 — * — — —— — — 2 — — — 


De HisToRY of SAN TON BARS184;. 


ing the fatal Effects of encourag- 
1 540 Thoughts. 7 


Short is the Courſe of every lawleſs Pleaſure, 

Grief like a Sbads on all its Footſteps waits, 

Scarce uiſible in Joy*s, Meredian Kleight ; 

Bet dtm rd as its Blaze declining ſpeeds,\ 
| The dwwarfiſh Shadow to a Giant ſpreads, Milton.. 
THERE was formerly a Santon, whoſe Name 
was Barſiſa, who for the Space of an hundred 
Years very frequently applied himſelf to Prayer ; and. 
ſcarce ever went out of the Grotto, in. which he 
made his Reſidence, for Fear of expoſing. himſelf to 
the Danger of offending God. He faſted in the 
Day-time,, and watched in the Night; all the Inha- 
bitants of the Country had ſuch a great. V eneration 
for him, and ſo highly valued his Prayers, that they, 
commonly. applied to him, when'they had any Fa- 
your to beg,of Heaven. When he made Vows for 
the Health of a Sick Perſon, the Patient was imme- 
lately cured. POE es 

It happened that the Daughter. of the King of 
that Country fell, into a dangerous Niſtemper, the 
Cauſe of which. the Phy ſicians could not diſcover, 
yet they continued preſcribing Remedies by Gueſs ;, 
but inſtead of helping the Princeſs, they only gug- 
mented her Diſeaſe, In the mean Time the King 
Was 
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was inconſolable, for he paffionately loved his Dangh 
ter, wherefore one Day, finding all human A 
ance vain, he declared it as his Opinion that the 
Princeſs ought to be ſent to the Sarton Barſiſa. 
All the 'Beys applauded his Sentiment, and the 
King's Officers conducted ber to the Santen; who 
notwithſtanding his frozen Age, could not fee ſuchz 
Beauty without being ſenfibly moved. He pazet on 
her with Pleaſure; and the Devil taking this Oppor rom 
tunity, whiſpered in his Ear thus, O Sauter l 40 
not let ſlip ſuch a fortunate Minute; tell the King', 
Setvant that it is requiſite for the Princeſs to yal 
this Night in the Grotto, to fee whether it will pleas 
God to cure her; that you will put up a Prayer for 
her, and that they need only come to fetch her To- 
morrow. ?“ E ne Ll 
How weak his Man: The Santos followed the De- 
vil's Advice, and did what he ſuggeſted to him. But Dad 
the Officers; beſdre they would yield to leavt the | 
Princeſs, ſent © one of their Number to know the 
King's Pleaſure. The Monarch, who had an ent Wi”) 
Confidence in Barſiſa, never in the leaſt ſcrupled the 
truſting of his Daughter with him, I conſent, faid 
He, that sbe ſtay with that holy Man, and that hi 
Feep ber as long as he pleaſes + 1 am wholly ſatisfied u 
that Head. | | 
When the Officers had received the King's An- 
ſwer, they all retired, and the Princefs remained alone 
with the Hermit. Night being come, the Devil pre- 
ſented himfelf to the Santo, ſaying, ** Canft thou 
let flip ſo favourable an Opportunity with ſo chatm- 
ing a Creature? Fear not her telling of the vio- 
lence you offer her; if ſhe were even fo indiſereet 
as to reveal it, who. will believe her? The Court, 
the City, and all the World are too much pre- 
poſſeſſed in thy Favour, to give any Credit to ſuch a 
Report. You may do any Thitgunpuniſhed, when i - 
armed by the great Reputation for Wiſdom, which 


you have acquired,” The unfortunate Bar /iſa 1 
lk 0 
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,xeak ag to hearken to the Enemy of Mankind. 

approached the Princeſs, took her into his, Arme, 
in a Moment cancelled a Virtue of an hundred 
eaſs Duration. . 
He had no ſooner. perpetrated! his Crime, than a 
touſand avenging Horrors haunted him Night and 


Nay, He thus accoſts the Devil: Oh Wiretch, 


= g he, it is thou who haſt deſtroyed me? Thou haſt 
wu om paſled me for a whole Age, and endeavouted 
wy oleduce me; and now at laſt thou haſt gained:thy. 


End, Oh Santen.! anſwered. the Devil, dv not re- 


"> Woh me with the Pleaſure thou haſt enjoyed» 
al boy mayeſt repent; but what is unbappy for thee 


come public: Hhou wilt become the Laughing- 
kick of thoſe who admire and reverence thee at pre- 
it,, and the Klug will put thee to an ignominious 


0 wa 
Dach. c . 
* Barſiſa terrified by this Diſcourſe, ſays to the 


Dil, What ſhall I do to prevent the Publication 
{my Shame? To hinder the Knowledge of your 
ime, you ought to commit a freſh one,” anſwered: 
b Devil. Kill the Princeſs, bury her at the 
ner of the Grotto, and when the King's Meſ- 
gers come To- morrow, tell them you have cured 
e and that ſhe went from the Grotto very early 
tthe Morning: They will believe you, and ſearch 
t her all over the City and Country; and the King 
kr Father, will be in great Pain for her; but after 
eral vain Searches it will wear off.“ 

The Hermit, abandoned by God, purſuant to this 
vice, killed the Princeſs, buried her in a Corner 
|. the Grotto, and the next Day told the Officers 
at the Devil bad him ſay, They made diligent 


— d quiry for the King's Daughter, but not being a- 
0 Ie to hear of her, they deſpaired. of finding her, 


den the Devil told them that all their Search for 
e Princeſs was in vain z and relating what had paſ- 


was detwixt her and the Santon, he told them the 
ſo Sd Place 


| 
| 
| 


me firſt a Sign of Adoration,” replied the Devil; 
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Place where ſhe was interred. The Officers imme. 
diately went to the Grotto, ſeized Bar/iſn, and found 
the Princeſs's Body in the Place to which the Devil 
had direCted them ; whereupon they took up th 
Corps and carried that and the Saiton to the Palace, 

When the King ſaw his Daughter dead, and was 
informed of the whole Event, he broke out into 
Tears and bitter Lamentations ; and aſſembling the 
Doctors, be laid the Santon's Crime before them, 
and aſked their Advice how he ſhould be puniſhed, 
All the Doctors condemned him to Death, upon 
which the King ordered him to be hanged : Accord- 
ingly a Gibbet was erected; the Hermit went up 
the Ladder, and when he was going to be turned 
off, 'the Devil whiſpered into his Ear theſe Words: 
«6-O Santen / if you will worſhip me, I will extri- 
cate you out of this Difficulty, and -tranſport you 
two thouſand Leagues from hence, into a Country 
where you ſhall be reverenced by Men, as much 28 
you were before-this Adventure. I am content, ſays 
H deliver me, and I will worſhip thee, Give 


whereupon the Santen bowed his Head, and ſaid, 
«I give myſelf to you.” "The Devil then raiſing 
his Voice, ſaid. O Barſiſa, I am fatished ; I have 
obtained what I deſired: And with theſe Words, 
ſpitted in his Face, he diſappeared ; and the deluded 
Santon was hanged. 

From this may be inferred, that evil Thoughts will 
ſometimes ſtart up even in the beſt of Minds, which 
when checked as ſoon as noticed, can never be deemed 
criminal, but ought to be carefully flifed in EH, 
as the firſt Incitements to Sin; for Vice naturally be- 
gets Vice, and the leaft Digrt ſſion from: Viitue is (fe 
quently ſucceeded by ſuch a Train of Evil, as eads 
on imperceptibly to certain'Ruin, 


PA fo 
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On tht imperceptible Deviation to Vice 
and the Remonſirances of CONSIENCE!:' 
. Story of U RAT H, an Eaftirn Mindy, 
Whin Conſcience pleads, turn not away ; 
"Tis Heaven that ſpeaks and points the Way. R. 
yY which of the Indian Sages of Antiquity the 
following Story was written, or whether the 
People of the Eaſt have any remote Tradition upon 
which it is founded, is not known: But it was pro- 
hbly related in the firſt Perſon, to give it an Air of 
reater Dignity, and render its Influence more po- 
«ful : Nor would it, perhaps, appear altogether in- 
credible, to People among whom the Metempſychoſis 
ben Article of Faith, and the viſible Agency of ſu- 
mr Beings admitted without Scruple. 

Amurath, Sultan of the Eaſt, the Judge of Nations, 
the Diſciple of Adverſity, records the Wonders of 
his Life : Let thoſe who preſumptuouſly queſtion 
the Ways of Providence, bluſh in Silence and be 
wiſe ; let the Proud be humble and obtain Honbur ; 
and let the Senſual reform and be happy. 

The Angel of Death cloſed the Eyes of the Sultan 
Hradin my Father, and his Empire deſcended to me 
In the eighteenth Year of my Age. At firſt my Mind 
was awed to Humility, and ſoftened with Grief; I 
was inſenſtble to the Splendor of Dominion, I heard 
the Addrefles of Flattery with Diſguſt, and received 
the Homage of dependent Greatneſs with Indiffe- 
tence, I had always regarded my Father not only 
with Love but Reverence; and I was now perpetu- 
ly recolleQing Inſtances of his Tenderneſs, and re- 
vewing the ſolemn Scene, in which he recommen- 
led me to Heaven in impetfect Language, and graſ- 
fed my Hand in the Agomes of Death. 

One Evening, after having concealed myſelf all Day 
n his Chamber, I viſited his Grave: I proſtrated my- 
kit on his Tomb; —_— overflowed my Eyes, and 
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Devotion kindled in my Boſom. I felt myſelf wg. 
denly ſmitten on the Shoulder as with a Rod; ang 
looking up, I perceived a Man whoſe Eyes were 
piercing as Light, and his Beard whiter than Snow 
& I am,” ſaid he, * the Genius Syndarac, the Frieng 
of thy Father Abradin, who was the Fear of his Ene. 
mies and the Defire of his People; whoſe Smile dit. 
fufed Gladneſs like the Luſtre of the Morning, and 
whoſe Frown was dreadful as the gathering of 3 
Tempeſt : Reſign thyſelf to my Influence, and thou 
ſhalt be like him.” I bowed myſelf to the Earth in 
Token of Gratitude and Obedience, and he put 
Ring on the Middle Finger of my Left-hand, in 
which I perceived a Ruby of a deep Colour and un. 
common Brightneſs, ** This Ring, ſaid he, ſhall 
mark out to thee the Boundaries of Good and Evil; 
that without weighing remote Conſequences, thou 
mayeſt know the Nature and Tendency of every Ac. 
tion. Be attentive, therefore, to the ſilent Admo« 
nition z and when the Circle of Gold ſha'l by a 
ſudden Contraction preſs thy Finger, and the Ruby 
ſhall grow pale, defift immediately from what thou 
ſhalt be doing, and mark down that Action in thy 
Memory as a Tranſgreſſion of the Rule of Right: 
Keep my Gift as a Pledge of Happineſs and tHonur, 
and take it not off for a Moment,” I received the 
Ring with a Senſe of Obligation which I ftrove to 
expreſs, and an Aſtoniſhment that compelled me to 
be ſilent. The Genius perceived my Confuſion, and 
turning from me with a Smile of Complacency, im- 
mediately diſappeared. 

During the firſt Moon I was ſo cautious and cir- 
cumſpect, that the Pleaſure of reflecting that my 
Ring had not once indicated a Fault, was le ſſened 
by a Doubt of its Virtue, I applied myſelf to public 
Buſineſs. My Melancholy decreaſed, as my Mind 


was diverted to other Objects; and, leaſt the Youth 
of my Court ſhould think that Recreation was too 
long ſuſpended, I appointed to hunt the * 5 

| thoug 
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and though I went out to the Sport rather to gratify o- 
vere Ml bers than myſelf, yet my uſual Ardour returned in 
ow. Ml the Field; I grew warm in the Purſuit, I continued 
jena Ml the Chace, which was unſucceſsful too long, and re- 
ne. WY turned fatigued and diſappointed. | 

dit. is I efitered the Seraglio, I was met by a little 
and WM Dog that had been my Father's, who expreſſed his 
of a WM [oy at my Return by jumping round me and endea- 
hoy MW wouring to reach my Hand: But as I was not diſpoſed 
h in WM to receive his Careſſes, I ftruck him in the Fretful- 
ut a ib of my Diſpleaſure ſo ſevere a Blow with my 
Foot, that it left him ſcarce Power to crawl away, 
ind hide himſelf under a Sofa in a Corner of the 
Apartment, At this Moment I felt the Ring preſs 
my Finger, and looking upon the Ruby, I perceived 
he Glow of its Colour abated, 

| was as firſt ſtruck with Surprize and Regret ; but 
wrpriſe and Regret quickly gave Way to Diſdain. 


a Shall not the Sultan Amurath, faid I, to whom 
uby Whthouſand Kings pay Tribute, and in whoſe Hand 
hou Wh the Life of Nations, ſhall not Amurath ſtrike a Dog 
thy Nast offends him, without being reproached for ba- 
ht: Ning tranſgreſſed the Rule of Right?“ My Ring again 
-ur, veſſed my Finger, and the Ruby became more pale: 
the Wilnnediately the Palace ſhook with a Burſt of Thun- 
2 to e, and the Genius Syndarac again ſtood before me. 
e to * {murath, faid he, thou haſt offended againſt 
and Willy Brother of the Duſt ; a Being who, like thee 
im- Ws received from the ALMIGHTY a Capacity of 

leaſure and Pain; Pleaſure which Caprice is not 
cir» Wioved to ſuſpend, and Pain which Juſtice only has 
my Wi Night to inflit, If thou art juſtified by Power in 


:ned Wiliting inferior Beings, I ſhould be juſtified in 
iblic {licting thee : But my Power yet ſpares thee, be- 
lind aue it is directed by the Laws of Sovereign Good- 
uh ek, and becauſe thou mayeſt yet be reclaimed by 
Admonition. * But yield not to the Impulſe of quick 
Reſentment, nor indulge in Cruelty the Forwardneſs 
0 Diſguſt, teſt by the Law of Goodneſs I be com- 
| X 2 pelled 


— ——— 
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pelled to afflict thee; for he that ſcorns Reprogf, Ml. 
muff be reformed by Puniſhment, or Joſt for ever,” ie | 
At the Preſence of Syndarac I was troubled, and great 
his Words covered me with Confuſion.: I fell pro. fi". 
ſtrate at his Feet, and heard him pronounce with a el 
milder Accent, Expect not henceſorth that I hou! 
anſwer the Demands of Arrrogance, or gtatiſy the * 
Curioſity, of Speculation : Confide in my Friendſhip, 
and truſt implicitly to thy Ring.” pilh 
As the Chace had produced ſo much Infelicity 
did not repeat it, but invited my Nobles to a Ban- 
quet, and entertained them with Dancing and Muſic, 
I had given Leave that all Ceremony ſhould be (uſ. * 


pended, and that the Company ſhould treat me not + 
as a Sovereign but an Equal, becauſe the Convet- * 
ſation would otherwiſe be encumbered or reſtrained; 

and I encouraged others to Pleaſantry, by indulging * 


the Luxurizncy of my own Imagination. But theush 
I affected to throw off the Trappings of Royalty, | 
had not ſufficient Magnanimity to echte them, 1 
enjoyed the voluntary Deference which was paid me, 
and was ſecretly offended at Alibeg my Viſier, who 
endeavoured ta Prevail upon the Aſſembly to enjuy 
the Liberty that bad been given them, and was him- 
ſelf an Example of the Conduct that he recommended. 
I ſingled out as the Subject of my Railery, the Man 
who alone deſerved my Approbation: He believed 
my Condeſcenſion to be ſincere, and imagined that 
he was ſecuring my Favour, by that Behaviour which | 
had incurred my Diſpleaſure; he was, therefore, 
grieved and confounded to perceive that L laboured 
to render him ridiculous and contemptibls. I enjoyed 
his Pain, and was elated at my Sugceſs ; but my At- 
tention was ſuddenly called to my Ring, and I per- 
ceived the Ruby change Colours, I deſiſted for a Mo- 
ment; but ſome of my Courtiers having diſcovered 
and ſeconded my Intention, I felt my Vanity and my 
Reſentment gratified ; I endeavoured to waſh away 
the Remembrance of my Ring with Wine; my Sa- 

mY tire 
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vl, Wie became more bitter, and Alibeg diſcovered yet 
ter Diſtreſs. My Ring again reproached me; 
and wt ill I perſevered : The Viſier was at length rou- 
o- ea to his Defence; probably he had diſcovered and 
th a &piſed my Weakneſs : His Replies were ſo poign- 
ould nt, that T became outrageous, and deſcended from 
lilery to Invective: At length diſguiſing the An- 
wiſh of his Mind with a Smile, A4murath, ſaid 
e, if the Sultan ſhould know, that after having in- 


ne FF your Friends to Feſtivity and Merriment, you 
1 u aſſumed his Authority, and inſulted thoſe who 
lic, 


vere not aware that you diſdained to be treated with 


o te Familiarity of Friendſhip, you would certainly 
not e under his Diſpleaſure.” The Severity of this 
Vi- ecm, which was extorted by long Provocation 
ned; fm a Man warmed with Wine, ſtung me with in- 
05 rerable Rage: I ſtarted up, and ſpurning him from 
un de Table, was about to draw my Poignard 3 when 
h | y Attention was again called to my Ring, and I 
1 perceived with ſome Degree of Regret, that the Ru- 
1 


bad faded almoſt to a perfect White. | 
But inſtead of being reſolved to be more watchful 


nj} winſt whatever might bring me under this ſilent” 
Ca Reproof, I comforted myſelf, that the Genius would 


more alarm me with his Preſence, The Irregular- 
les of my Conduct increaſed almoſt imperceptibly, 


evel WI. de Iatimations of my Ring, became proportion- 
that ly more frequent, though leſs forcible, till at laſt 
dich ey were ſo familiar, that I ſcarce remarked when 
fore, ter were given and when they were ſuſpended. 

ured I It was ſoon diſcovered that I was pleaſed with' 
joyed tervility 5 Servility therefore was practiſed, and I re- 
Ar Nuded it fometimes with a Penſion and ſometimes 
* h a Place. Thus the Government of my King- 
"I ums was left to petty Tyrants, who oppreſſed the 


Rople to enrich themſelves. In the mean Time, I 
led my Seraglio with Women, among whom I- 


my kndoned myſelf to Senſuality, without enjoying the 
F ire e Delight of that Love which atiſes from Eſteem. 


X 3 But 
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But I had not yet ſtained: my Hands with Blood, not 
2 to ridicule the Laws which I neglected to ful. 
Il, | 

My Reſentment againſt Alibeg, however unjuſt, 
was inflexible, and terminated. in the moſt periec 
Hatred: I degraded him from his Office; but I ſtill 
kept him at Court, that I might embitter his Life by 
perpetual Indignities, and practiſe againſt him new 
Schemes of Malevolence. 

Selima, the Daughter of this Prince, had been ins 
tended by my Father for my Wite; and the Marriage 
had, been delayed only by his Death: But the Plez- 
ſure and the Dignity, that Alibeg would derive from 
this Alliance, had now changed my Purpoſe, Vet 
ſuch; was the Beauty of Selima, that I gazed with 
Deſire; and ſuch was her Wit, that I liſtened with 
Delight, I therefore reſolved, that I would if po 
ſible ſeduce her to voluntary Proſtitution ; and thit 
when her Beauty ſhould yield to the Charm of Va- 
riety, I would diſmiſs her with Marks of Diſgrace, 
But in this Attempt I could not ſucceed 3 my Solli- 
Citation was rejected, ſometimes with Tears and 
ſometimes with Reproach. I became every Day 
more wretched, by ſecking to bring Calamity upon 
others; I conſidered my. Diſappointment 2s tle 
Triumph. of a Slave, whom I wiſhed but did nct 
dare to deſtroy ; and I regarded his Daughter as tae 
Inſtrument of my Diſhonour. Thus the Tenuder- 
neſs, which before had often ſhaken my Purpoſe, 
was weakened; my Deſire of Beauty became as ſel- 
fiſh and as ſordid an Appetite, as my Defire of Food; 
and as I had no Hope of obtaining the complete Gra- 
tification of my Luſt and my Revenge, I determin- 
ed to enjoy Selima by Force, as the only Expedient 
to alleviate my Torment. 

She reſided by my Command in an Apartment of 
the Seraglio, and I entered. her Chamber at Midvight 

by. a private Door of which I had a Key; but wit 
inexpreſſible Vexation I found it empty. Th be 
| thus 
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thug diſappoipted, in my laſt Attempt at the very Mo- 
nent in which I thought I, had inſured Sugceſs, diſ- 
n&ed me with Rage ; and inſtead of returning to 
ny Chamber, and concealing my Deſign, I called for 
ber Women. They ran in pale and trembling : 1 
landed the Lady; they gazed at me aſtoniſhed 
ind terrified, and then looking upon each other ftaod: 
flents I repeated my Demand with Fury and Exe- 
ctation, and to enforce it called aloud for the Mini- 
ters of, Death. They then fell;proſtrate at my Feet, 
and declatad with one Voice that they knew not 
where ſhe was; that they had left her, when. they. 
were. diſmiſſed for the Night, fitting on a Sofa pen- 
five and alone; and that no Perſon had fince to. 
their Knowledge paſſed in or out of her Apart- 
ment. 


—_ n 
6 


The STORY of AMURAaTH continued. 


Of mortal Juſtice, if thou ſcorn the Rod, 

Bilieve and tremble ; —thoy art jugg'd of Ged R. 
N this Account, however incredible, they perſiſted 

without Variation; and having filled the Palace 
with Alarm and Confuſion, I was obliged to retire 
without gaining any Intelligence by what Means I 
had been baMec, or on whom to turn my Reſent- 
ment. I reviewed the T ranſactions of the Night 
with Anguiſh and Regret, and bewildered my ſelf a- 
mong the innumerable Poſſibilities; that might have 
produced my Diſappointment, I remembered that 
the Windows of Selima's Apartment: were open, and 
| imagined that ſhe might that Way have eſcaped in» 
to the Gardens of the Seraglio. But why ſhould ſhe 
eſcape who had never been confined ? If ſhe had de- 
ſigned to depart, ſhe might have: departed by Day. 
Hed ſhe an Aſſignatien? And did ſhe intend to re- 
turn, without being known ta have: been abſent ? 
This Suppaſition encreaſed my Torment; . 

1 
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if it was true, Selima had granted to my Slave, that 
which ſhe had refuſed to me. But as all theſe Con- 
jeQures were uncertain, I determined to make her 
Abſence a Pretence to deſtroy her Father, 

In the Morning I gave Orders that he ſhould be 
ſeized and brought before me; but while I was yet 
ſpeaking he entered, and proftrating himſelf, thus 
anticipated my Accuſation : ** May the Sultan Amy. 
ratb, in whoſe Wrath the Angel of Death goes forth, 
rejoice for ever, in the Smile of Heaven ! Let the 
wretched Alibeg periſh ; but let my Lord 1emember 
Selima with Mercy, let him diſmiſs the Slave in whom 
he ceaſes to delight.“ F heard no more, but cried 
out, ** Dareſt thou to mock me with a Requeſt, to 
diſmiſs thy Daughter whom thou haſt ſtolen ! Thou 
whoſe Life, that has been ſo often forfeited, I have. 
yet ſpared ! Reſtore her within one Hour, or affront- 
ed Mercy ſhall give thee up.” O!] faid he, let 
not the mighty Sovereign of the Eaſt ſport. with the 
Miſery of the weak ; if thou haſt doomed us to 
Death, let us die together.“ 

Though I was now convinced, that Alibeg belie- 
ved I had confined Selima, and decreed her Death, 
yet I reſolved to perfilt in requiring her at his Hands; 
and therefore diſmiſſed him with a Repetition of my 
Command, to produce her within an Hour upon 
Pain of Death. 

My Ring, which during this Series of Events, had 
given perpetual Intimations of Guilt which were al- 
ways diſregarded, now pteſſed my Finger fo forcibly, 
that it gave me great Pain, and compelled myNotice, 
I immediately retired, and gave Way to the Diſcon- 
tent that ſwelled my Boſom. How wretched a 
Slave is Amurath to an inviſible Tyrant! A Being, 
whoſe Malevolence or Envy has reſtrained me in the 
Exetciſe of my Authority as a Prince, and whoſe 
Cunning has contrived perpetually to inſult me, by 
intimating that every Action of my Life is a Crime! 
How long ſhall I groau under this intolerable 4 
wor 
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wellion | This accurſed Ring is the Badge and the 


Inſtrument of my Sudjection and Diſhonour : He 
ybo gave it, is now, perhaps, in ſome remote Re- 
gon of the Air; perhaps, he rolls ſome Planet in its 
Orbit, agitates the Southern Ocean with a Tem- 
reſt, * ſome diſtant Region with an Earth- 
quake: but wherever he is, he has ſurely a more im- 
portant Employ than to watch my Conduct. Perhaps 
he has contrived this Taliſman, only to reſtrain me 
from the Enjoyment of ſame Good, which he wiſhes 
to withhold ; I feel that my Deſires, are controuled ; 
and to gratify theſe Defires is to be happy.” As I 
pronounced theſe Words I drew off the Ring, and 
threw 1t to the Ground with Diſdain and Iadigna- 
ton: Immediately the Air grew dark; a Cloud burſt 
in Thunder over my Head, and the Eye of Syndarar 
Was 25 me. I ſtoed before him motionleſs and ſi- 
ent; Horror thrilled in my Veins, aud my Hair food 
upright, I had neither Power to deprecate his An- 
ger, nor to confeſs. my Faults, In his Countenance 
there waz a Calm Severity; and 1] heard him pro- 
nounce theſe Words: Thou haft now, as far as is 
in thy Power, thrawn of Humanity and degra- 
ded thy Being. Thy Form therefore ſhall no long - 
er conceal thy Natuxe, nor thy Example render thy 
Vices contagious.” He then touched me with his 
Rod; and while the Sound of his Voice yet vibra- 
ted in my Ears, I found myſelf in the Midſt of a 
Deſart, not in the Form of a Man but of a Monſter, 
with the Fore- parts of my Body: like a Wolf, and the 
Hinder-parts like a Goat. I was, ſtill conſcious to 
every, Event of my Life, and my intellectual Powers 
were continued, though my Paſſions were irzitated to 
Frenzy, I now. rolled in, the Sand in an Agony not 
to be deſcribed ; and now haſtily: traverſed the De- 
ſart, impelled only by the vain Deſire of flying from 
myſelf, - I now bellowed with Rage, and now howl- 
ed in Deſpair: this Moment I breathed Execrations 
| | againſb 
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againſt the Genius, and the next reproached myſelf 
for having forfeited his Friendſhip. 

By this violent Agitation of Mind and Body, the 
Powers of both were ſoon exhauſted : I crawled into 
a Den which I perceived near me, and immediately 
ſank down in a State of Inſenſibility. I flept ; but 
Sleep, inſtead of prolonging, put an End to this 
Interval of Quiet. The Genius ſtill terrified me with 
his Preſence 3 I heard his Sentence repeated, and 
felt again all the Horrors of my Transformation, 
When I awaked, I was not refieſhed : Calamity, 
though it is compelled to admit Slumber, can yet ex- 
clude Reſt. But I was now rouzed by Hunger ; for 
Hunger, like Sleep, is irreſiſtible, 

I went out in Search of Prey; and if I felt any 
Alleviation of Miſery, beſide the Hope of ſatisfying 
my Appetite, it was in the Thought of tearing to 
Pieces whatever I ſhould meet, and inflicting ſome 
Part of the Evil which I endured ; for though I re- 
gretted my Puniſhment, I did not repent of my 
Crimes: And as I imagined Syndarac would now 


neither mitigate nor increaſe my Sufferings, I was 


not reſtrained, either by Hope or Fear, from indul- 
ging my Diſpoſition to Cruelty and Revenge, But 
while I was thus meditating the Deſtruction of others, 
I trembled, left by ſome ſtronger Savage I ſhould be 
deſtroyed myſelf. | 
In the Midft of this Variety of Torment, I heard 
the Cry of Dogs, the Trampling of Horſes, and the 
Shouts of the Hunters; and ſuch is the Love of Life, 
however wretched, that my Heart ſur k within me 
at the Sound. To hide myſelf was impoſſible, and I 
was too much enfeebled either to fly or reſiſt, I 
ſtood ſtill till they came up, At firſt they gazed at 
me with Wonder, and doubted whether they ſhould 
advance: But at length a Slave threw a Net over me, 
and I was dragged to the City. / 
I now entered the Metropolis of my Empire, 
amidſt the Noiſe and Tumult of a Rabble, who Haga 
| | 25 
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Day before would have hid themſelves at my Pre- 
ence. I heard the Sound of Muſic at a Diſtance z 
The Heralds approached, and Alibeg was proclaimed 
ec Wi my Stead. I was now deſerted by the Multitude, 
o Wyſe Curioſity was diverted by the Pomp of the 
y oceſſion; and was conducted to the Place where 
at aber Savages are kept, which Cuſtom has conſidered 
is s part of the Regalia. 

th My Keeper was a black Slave whom ] did not re- 
id vember ever to have ſeen, and in whom it would 
n. ndeed have been a fatal Preſumption to have ſtood 
lefore me. After he had given me Food, and tte 
Vigour of Nature was reſtored, he diſcovered in me 
uch Tokens of Ferocity, that he ſuffered me to faſt 
many Hours before I was again fed. I was ſo enra- 
el at this Delay, that, forgetting my Dependence, 
[roared horribly, when he again approached me : So 
that he found it neceſſary to add Blows to Hunger, 
that he might gain ſuch an Aſcendency over me, as 
ns ſuitable to his Office. By this Slave, therefore, 
[was alternately beaten and famiſhed, till the Fierce- 


w Wi of my Diſpoſition being ſuppreſſed by Fear and 

as "WM Langour, a milder Temper inſenſibly ſtole upon me; 

i- ud a Demeanour that was begun by Conſtraint, wis 

ut entinued by Habit. 

8, | was now treated with leſs Severity, and ſtreve 1 

be bexpreſs ſomething like Gratitude, that might en- i 
rage my Keeper to yet greater Kindneſs. His Va- | 

rd ity was flattered by my Submiſſion ; and to ſhew - W 

he s well his Courage as the Succeſs of his Diſcipline, 


fe, te ventured ſometimes to careſs me in the Preſence bl 
me thoſe whoſe Curioſity brought them to ſee me. 


dJ Kind of Friendſhip thus imperceptibly grew be- 

I teen us, and I felt tome Degree of the Affection 
| at Will had feigned. It happened that a Tyger which 
uld ad been lately taken, broke one Day into my Den 
ne, Wile my Keeper was giving me my Proviſion, and 


tying upon him would inſtantly bave tore him to 
re, '|ces, if 1 had not ſeized the Savage by the Throat 
and 
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and dragged him to the Growhd : The Slave x 
ſently diſpatched bith with his Dagger, and turned 
about to careſs his Deliverer ; but ſtartitty ſuddenly 
backward, he ſtood Motionleſs with Aſtoniſhment 
* that I was no longer a Monfter but 
OS. | 
I was myſelf. cohfcious of the Change which hal 
again paſſed upon me, and leaping oat of my Den 
eſcaped from my Oonfmement. This Transformation 
I conſidered as a Reward of Fidelity, and was per. 
haps never more happy than in the firſt Moments o 
my Eſcape ; for I reflected, that as a Dog myLiberty 
was not only reſtored but inſured; I was no longer 
ſuſpected of Qualities which rendered me unfit for 
Society; I had ſome faint Reſemblance of human 
| Virtue which is not found in other Animals, and 
therefore hoped to be more generally careſſed. But 
it was not long before this Joy ſubſided in the Re. 
membrance of that Dignity from which I had fallen, 
and from which I was ſtill at an immeaſurable Diſ- 
tance, Let I lifted up my Heart in Gratitude to the 
Power, who had once more brought me within the 
Circle of Nature; As a Brute I was more thankful 
for a Mitigation of Puniſhment, than as a King I had 
been for Offers of the higheſt Happineſs and Honour, 
And who that is not taught by AMiCtion, can juſtly 
eſtimate the Bounties of Heaven ? 
As ſoon as the firſt Tumult of my Mind was paſt, 
I felt an irreſiſtable Inclination once more to viſit the 
Apartments of my Seraglio. I placed myſelf behind 
an Emir whom I knew to have been the Friend of 
libeg, and was permitted to follow him into his 
reſence, The Perſons and the Place, the Retio- 
ſpection of my Life, which they produced, and the 
Compariſon of what I was with what I had been, al- 
moſt overwhelmed me. I went unobſerved into the 
Garden, and lay down under the Shade of an Al- 
mond Tree, that I might indulge thoſe RG 
whis 
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gkich- though they oppreſſed me with Melancholy, 
did not wiſh to loſe. 

I had not been long in this Place, before a little 
Dog, which I knew to be the ſame that I ſpurned 
om me when he carreſſed me at my Return from 
Hunting, came and fawned at my Feet, My Heart 
ww ſmote me, and 'I ſaid to myſelf, Doſt thou 
Den ow me under my Diſguiſe; is thy Fidelity to thy 

ion Lord unſhaken ? Cut off as I am from the Canet 
of Mankind, haſt thou preſet ved for me an Affection, 
which I once ſo lightly eſteemed, and requited with 
Evil? This Forgetfulneſs of Injury, and this Ready 
Friendſhip, are they leſs: than human, or are. they: 
nore? I was not prevented. by theſe Reflections 
om returning the Careſſes that I received; and Ali- 
kg who juſt then entered the Garden, took Notice 
of me, and ordered that I ſhould not be turned out. 

ln the Seraglio, I ſoon learned, that a Body 
which was thought to be mine, was found dead in 
the Chamber; and that Alibeg had been choſen to 
ſoceed me, by the unanimous Voice of the People: 
But I gained no Intelligence of Sclima whoſe Apart- 
nent I found in the Poſſeſſion of another, and for 
whom I had ſearched every Part of the Palace in vain. 
became reſtleſs; every Place was irk ſome; a De- 
ire to wander prevailed; and one Evening I went 
ot at the Garden Gate, and travelling till Mid- 
night, I lay down at the Foot of a Sycamour Tree 


ept. 

In the Morning, I beheld with Surpriſe a Wall of 
Marble that ſeemed to reach to Heaven, and Gates 
that were ſculptured with every Emblem of Delight. 
Over the Gate was: inſcribed in Letters of Gold, 
* Within this Wall Liberty is unbounded, and Fe- 
city complete: Nature is not oppreſſed by the Ty- 
unny of Religion, nor is Pleaſure awed by the 
frown of Virtue. The Gate is obedient to thy Wiſh, 
Wivever thou att; enter, therefore, and be happy.” 

Y When 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
/ 
| 


254 The PLeASiING INSTRUCTOR. 
When I read this Inſcription, my Boſom throbbed 


with tumultuous Expectation: but my Deſire to en. 


ter was repreſſed by the Reflection that I had loſt the 


Form, in which alone I could gratify the Appetites 


of a Man, Deſite and Curioſity were notwithſtand. 
ing predominant: The Door immediately opened 
inward ; I entered, and it cloſed after me, 


The SToky of AMURATH concluded, 

Scarcely an Ill to human Life belongs, 

But what our Follies cauſe, or mutual Wrorgs ; 

Or if ſome Stripes from Providence ce feel 

He (trikes with Pity, and but wounds to heal, 
| Dodſley. 
UT my Ears were now ſtunned with the Diſh. 

nance of Riot, and my Eyes ſickened at the 
Contortions of Miſery : Diſeaſe was viſible in every 
Countenance, however otherwiſe impreſſed with the 
Character of Rage, of Drunkenneſs, or of Luft, 
Rape and Murder, Revelling and Strife, filled every 
Street and every Dwelling. 

As my Retreat was cut off, I went forward with 
Timidity and CircumſpeQion ; for I imagined, that 
J could no otherwiſe eſcape Injury, then by cluding 
the Notice of Wretches, whoſe Propenſity to Ill was 
reſtrained by no Law; and I perceived too late, that 
to puniſh Vice is to promote Happineſs. 

It was now Evening, and that I might paſs the 
Night in greater Security, I quitted the public Way, 
and perceiving a Houſe tat was encircled by a Mote, 
I ſwam over to it, and choſe an obſcure Corner of the 
Area for my Aſylum. I heard from within the Sound 
of Dancing and Muſic: But after a ſhort Interval, 
was alarmed with the Menaces of Rage, the Shrieks 
of Terror, and the Wailings of Diſtreſs. The Win- 
dow of the Banqueting-Room flew open, and ſome 
Veniſon was thrown out which fell juſt at my Feet. 


As I had eaten nothing ſince my Departure from " 
& 
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Graglio, I regarded this as a fortunate Accident; 
ind after the Pleaſure of an unexpected Repaſt, I a- 


Fc an lay down in Expectation of the Morning, with 
tites I hope and Fear: But in a ſhart Time, many Perſons 


wſhed from the Houſe with Lights, and ſeemed ſo» 
icitous to gather up the Veniſon which had been 
thrown out; but not being able to find it, and at the 
me Time perceiving me they judged that I had de- 
wured it. I was immediately ſeized and led into the 
Houſe: But as I could not diſcover, that I was the 
Odject either of Malignity or Kindneſs, I was in 
Doubt what would be the Iſſue of the Event. It 
was not long before this Doubt was ſolved ; for I 
ſon learned from the Diſcourſe of thoſe about me, 
that I was ſuſpected to have eaten Poiſon which had 


18 been intended for another, and was ſecured that 
the de Effe ct might either remove or confirm the Suſ- 
vere jcion; | As it was not expected that the Poiſcn 
the would immediately operate, I was locked up in a 
of, boom by myſelf, where I reflected upon the Cauſe 
very nd Event of my Confinement with inexpreſſible 
Anguiſh, Anxiety, and Terror. 
ach In this gloomy Interval, a ſudden Light ſhone 
that vund me, and I found myſelf once more in the Pre- 
ing lence of the Genius, I crawled towards him trem- 
was lag and confounded, but not utterly without Hope. 


* Yet a few Moments ſaid he, and the Angel of 
Death ſhall-teach thee, that the Wants of Nature 
the annot be ſupplied with Safety, where the inordi- 
ay, Ne Appetites of Vice are not reſtrained, Thy Hun- 
ote, ker required Food; but the Luſt and Revenge of 
f the chers have given thee Poiſon.” My Blood grew 
und chill as he ſpake, I diſcovered and abhored my Fol- 
val, I But while I wiſhed to expreſs my Conttition, I 
ek: el down in an Agony; my Eyes failed me, I ſhi- 
in- Nerd, was convulſed, and expired. 

ms That Spark of immaterial Fire, which noViolence 
cet. en quench, rot up from the Duſt which had thus 
the ben 1eſtored to the Earth, and now animated the 
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Form of a Dove. On this new State of Exiſtence] 
entered with inexpreflible Delight ; I imagined that 
my Wings were not only a "Pledge of Safety, but of 
the Favour of Syndarac, whom Iwas now more than 


euer ſoliciĩtous to pleaſe. I flew immediately from 
the 'Window, anditurning towards the W all th 
which I bad entered, I-endeavoured to rife above it, 
that I might quit for ever a Place in which Guile 
and Wretchedneſswere complicated in every Odjed, 
and which I now deteſted as much as before I had 
deſirod. But over this Region a ſulphurous Vapour 
Hovered like a thick Cloud, which 1 had no ſconer 
entered than I ell down panting ſor Breath, and bad 
ſearce Strength to keep my Wings ſufficiently extend. 
ed to break my Fall. It was now Midnight, and! 
alighted near the Mouth of a Cave, in which 1 
thought there appeared ſome faint Glimmering of 
Light. Into this Place I entered without much 
Apprehenſion ; as it ſeemed rather to be the Re- 
treat of Penitence, than the Receſs of Luxury : But 
left the Noiſe of my Wings ſhould diſcover me to a- 
ny bateful or miſchievous Inhabitant of this gloomy 
Solitude, I entered in Silence and upon my Feet. 
As I went forward the Cave grew wider; and by 
the Light of a Lamp, which was ſuſpended from 
the Roof, I diſcovered a Hermit liſtening to a young 
Lady, who ſeemed to be greatly affected with the 
Events which ſhe was relating. Of the Hermit I had 
no Knowledge; but the Lady I diſcerned to be S+ 
lima. I was ftruck with Amazement at this Diſco» 
very; I remembered with the deepeſt Contrition my 
Attempts upon her Virtue, and I now ſecretly re- 
joiced that ſhe had rendered them ineffeQual : l 
watched her Lips with the utmoſt Impatience of Cu- 
riofity, and ſhe continued her Narrative. 

« I was fitting on a Sofa one Evening after I had 
been carreſſed by Amurath, and my Imagination kind- 


led as I muſed. Why, faid I atoud, ſhould I give 


up the Delights of Love with the Splendor of = 
alt)! 
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ity ? Since the Preſumption of my Father has pre- 
vented my Marriage, why ſhould I not accept the 
Bleflings that are ſtill offered? Why is Deſire re- 
trained by the Dread of Shame? And why is the 
Pride of Virtue offended by the Softneſs of Nature ? 
[nmediately a thick Cloud ſurrounded me; I felt 
myſelf lifted up and conveyed through the Air with 
incredible Rapidity, I deſcended, the Cloud diſſipa- 
ted, and I found myſelf fitting.in an Alcove, by the 
Side of a Canal that eacircled a ſtately Edifice and a 
ſpxcious Garden, I ſaw many Perſous paſs along. 
but diſcovered in ail ſomething either diſſolute or 
wetched, ſomething that alarmed my Fears or ex- 
cited by Pity, 1 ſuddenly perceived many Men with 
their Sworcs drawn, contending for a Woman, who 
was forced along itreſiſtibly by the Crowd which mo- 
ved directly towards the Place in which I was ſitting. 
[was terrified, and looked round me with Eagerneſs 
toſee where I could retreat for Safety, A Perſon 
richly dre ſſæd perceived my Diſtreſs, and Invited me 
into the Houſe which the Canal ſurrounded, Of 
this Invitation I haſtily accepted with Gratitude and 
Joy . But I ſoon remarked ſeveral Incidents, which 
filled me with new Perplexity and Apprehenſion. I 
was welcomed to a Place, in which Infamy and Ho- 
nour were equally unknown : where every Wiſh was 
ndu'ged without the Violaticn of any Law, and 
where the Will was therefore determined only by 
Appetite, IWas preſently ſurrounded by Women, 
whoſe Behaviour covered me with Bluſhes ; and 
though I rejected the Careſſes of the Perſon into 
whole Power I was delivered, yet they. became jea- 
bus of the Diſtinction with which he treated me. 
My Expoſtulations were not heard, and my Tears 
vere treated with Merriment : Preparations were 
[ had made for Revelling and Jollity ; I was invited to 
kind- a the Dance, and upon my Refuſal was entertain» 
give © with Muſic. In this dreadful Situation, I fighed 
Roy. bus to myſelf ; How ſevere is that Juſtice, whith - 
alty f 3 tranſ- 
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tranſports thoſe who form licentious Wiſhes, to a 80. 
ciety in which they ate indulged without Reftraint ! 
Who ſhall deliver me from the Effects of my own 
Folly ? Who ſhall defend me againſt the V ices gf 
others? At this Moment, I was thus encouraged hy 
the Voice of ſome inviſible Being :”” The Friends cf 
Virtue are mighty; reject not their Protection, and 
thou art ſafe. As J renounced the preſumptucys 
Wiſh which had once polluted my Mind, I exulted 
in this Intimation with an Aſſurance of Relief, and 
when Supper, was ſet before me, I ſuffered the prin. 
cipal Lady to ſerve me with ſome Veniſon ; but the 
friendly Voice having warned me that it was poiſon- 
ed, I fell back in my Seat and turned pale: The La- 
dy erquired earneſtly what had diſordered me but 
inſtead of making a Reply, I threw the Veniſon from 
the Window, and declared that ſhe had intended my 
Death. The Maſter of the Table, who perceived 
the Lady to whom I ſpoke change Countenance, wa 
at once convinced, that ſhe had indeed attempted to 
poiſon me, to preſerve that Intereſt, which, as a Ri- 
val, ſhe feared I ſhould ſubvert, Beroſe up in a Rage, 
and commanded the Veniſon to be produced; a Dog 
that was ſuppoſed to have eaten it was brought in: 
But before the Event could be known, the Tumult 
was become general; and my Rival, after having 
ſuddenly ſtabbed her Patron, plunged the ſame 
Poignard in her own Boſom. 

& In the Midſt of this Confuſion I found Mean: 
to eſcape, and wandered through the City in Search 
of ſome obſcure Receſs, where if I received not tl 
Aſſiſtance which I hoped, Death at laſt might ſecure 
my Perſon from Violation, and cloſe my Eyes 0 


thoſe Scenes, which, wherever I turned, filled me 
not only with Diſguſt but with Horror. By tt 
benevolent Power, who, as a Preſervative from Mi 
ſery, has placed in us a ſecret and irreſiſtable Dilip 
Frobation of Vice, my Feet have been a” t 
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thee, whoſe Virtue, has participated in my Diſtreſs, 
and whoſe Wiſdom may effect my Deliverance.” 
| gazed upon Selima, while 1 thus learned the Ar- 

dour of that Affection which I had abuſed, with Sen- 

iments that can never be conceived, but when they 

ue felt. I was touched with the moſt bitter Remorſe, 

for having produced one Wiſh that could ſtain ſo 
amiable a Mind; and abhorred mylelf for having 
uſed the Power which I derived from her Tendernels, 
to affet her Deſtruction. My Fondneſs was not 
leſs ardent, but it was more chaſte and tender; De- 
fire was not extinguiſhed, but it was almoſt abſorb- 
ed in Eſteem, I felt a Paſſion, to which, till now, 
| had been a Stranger; and the Moment Love was 
kindled in my Breaſt, I reſumed the Form proper to 
the Nature in which alone it can ſubſiſt, and Sslima 
beheld Amurath at her Feet. At my ſudden and un- 
expected Appearance, the Colour faded from her 
Cheeks, the Powers of Life were ſuſpended, and ſhe 


funk into my Arms. I claſped her to my Breaſt, and 


looking towards the Hermit for his Aſſiſtance, I be- 
held in his Stead the friendly Genzus, who had taught 
me Happineſs by Affliction. At the ſame Inftant 
Selima recovered, * Ariſe, ſaid Syndarac, and look 
round.” We looked round; the Darkneſs was ſud- 
den ly diſſipated, and we perceived ourſelves in the 
Road to Golconda, and the Spires, of the City ſpark- 
led before us. ** Go, ſaid he, Amurath, henceforth 
the Huſband of Selima, and the Father of thy Peo- 
ple! I have revealed thy Story to Alibeg in a Vigon 5 
he expects thy Return, and the Chariots are come 
out to meet thee, Go, and I will proclaim beiore 
thee, Amurath the Sultan of the Eaſt, the Judge of 
Nations, the Taught of Heaven ; Amurath, whoſe 
Ring is equal to the Ring of Solamon. ceturus to reign 
with Wiſdom and viffuſe Felicity.” I now lifted 
up my Eyes, and heheld the Chariots coming for - 
ward. We were received by Alibeg with Sentimes's 
which could not be uttered, and by the People with 
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the loudeſt Acclamations: Syndarac proclaimed our 
Return in Thunder, that was heard through all the 
Nations of my Empire; and has prolonged my Reign 
in Proſperity and Peace, 

For the World I have written, and by the Word 
let what I write be remembered: For to none who 
hear of the Ring of Amurath, ſhall its Influences be 
wanting, Of this is not thy Heart a Witneſs, thou 
whoſe Eyes drinks Inſtruction from my Pen ? {4.8 
thou not a Monitor who reproaches thee ir Scclet, 
when thy Foot deviates from the Path of Virtue : 
Neglect not the firſt Whiſpers of this Fricrg to thy 
Soul; it is the Voice of a greater than Syndarac, to 
reſiſt whoſe Influence is to invite Deſtruction, 


—_— 


_—— 


— 


On the Vanity of HUMAN Lite, 


The VISION of Mi&za, 


Ch, what is Life, that thoughtleſs Il iſo of all? 
Dor of Floey n a DrRauchT of Gall, R, 
N the fif h Day of the Moon, u hich, according 
to the Cuſtom of my Forefathers, I alwa:s 
kept holy, after having waſhed myſelf, and offered 
up my Morning. Devotions, I aſcended the high Hils 
of Bagdat, in order to paſs the Reſt of the Day in 
Meditation and Prayer. As I was here airing myſelf 
on the Top of the Mountains, I fell into a profound 
Contemplation on the Vanity of human Life ; and 
paſſing from one Thought to another, ſurely, ſaid 
J, Man is but a Shadow, and Life a Dream. W hilt 
I was thus muſing, I caſt my E) es towards the Sum - 
met of a Rock that was not far from me, where I diſ- 
covered one in the Habit of a Shepherd, with a muſi- 
cal Inſtrument in his Hand. As I looked upon him 
he applied it to his Lips, and began to play upon it. 
The Sound of it was exceeding ſweet, and wrought 
in to a Variety of Tunes that were inexpreſſibly melo- 
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nous and al together different from any Thing I had 
wer heard. hey put me in Mind of thoſe heaven- 
y Airs that are played to the depaited Souls of good 
Men upon their firſt Arrival in Patadiſe, to wear out 
be Impreſſions of their laſt Agonies, and qualify chem 
jor the Pleaſures of that happy Place, «My Heart 
melted away in ſecret Raptures. 

[had been often told that the Rock before me was 
the Haunt of a Genius; and that ſeveral Had been 
entertained with Muſic who had paſſed by it, but 
never heard that the Muſician had before made him- 
elf viftble. When he had 'raifed my "Thoughts, by 
thoſe tranſporting Airs Which he „to taſte the 
Pleaſures of his Converfation, as I fooked upon him 
xe one aſtoniſhed; he beckoned to me, and by the 
waving of his Hand directed me to approach the 
Place where he fat. I drew near with that Reverence 
which is due to a ſuperior Nature: and as my Heart 
was entirely fubdued by the captivating Strains I had 
heard, I fell down at his Feet and wept, The Ge- 
mus ſmiled upon me with a Look of Compaſſion 


and Aﬀability that familiarized him to my Imagina- 


tion, and at once diſpelled all the Fears and Apprehen- 

hons with which I approached him. He hfted me 

from the Ground, and taking me by the Hand, Mir- 

4 ſaid he, I have heard thee in thy Soliloquies; fol- 
me, 

He then led me to the higheſt Pinnacle of the Rock, 
and placed me on the Top of it: Caſt thy Eyes Eaſt- 
ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou feeſt. I fee, 
ſaid I, a huge Valley and a prodigious Tide of Wa- 
ter rolling through it. The Valley that thou ſeeſt, 
ſaid he, is the Vale of Miſery ; and the Tide of Wa- 
ter that thou ſeeſt, is Part of the great Tide of Eter- 
nity, What is the Reaſon, faid I, that the Tide I 
ſee riſes out of a thick Miſt at one End, and again 
loofes itfelf in a thick Miſt at the other? What thou 
ſeeft, ſaid he, is that Portion of Eternity which is 
called Time, meaſured out by the Sun, and reach» 


ing 
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ing from the Beginning of the World to its Conſum. ep V 
mation. Examine now, ſaid he, this Sea that is y in | 
thus bounded with Darkneſs at both Ends, and tell 
me what thou diſcovereſt in it. I ſee a Bridge, faid 
1, ſtanding in the Midſt of the Tide. The Bridge 
thou ſeeft, ſaid he, is human Life; conſider it at. 
tentively. Upon a more leſurely Survey of it, I found 
that it.confilted of threeſcore and ten entire Arches, 
with ſeveral broken Arches, which added to thoſe 
that were entire, made up the Number about an 
Hundred. As I was counting the Archer, the Geni- 
us told me that this Bridge conſiſted at firſt of x 
thouſand Arches; but that a great Flood ſwept a. 
way the reſt, and left the Bridge in the ruinous Con. 
dition I now. beheld it. But tell me further, ſaid he, 
what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee Multitudes of 
People paſſing over it, ſaid J, and a black Cloud 
hanging on each End of it. As I looked more at- 
tentively, I ſaw ſeveral of the Paſſengers dropping 
through the Bridge into the great Tide that flowed 
underneath it; and upon further Examination, per- 
ceived there were innumerable Trap-doors that lay 
concealed in the Bridge, which the Paſſengers no 
ſooner trode upon, but they fell through them into 
the Lide, and immediately diſappeared. Theſe hidden 
Pit-falls were ſet very thick at the Entrance of the 
Bridge, ſo that Throngs of People no ſooner broke 
through the Cloud, but many of them fell into them, 
They grew thinner towards the Middle, but multi- 
plied and lay cloſer together towards the End of the 
Arches that were entire. f 
There were indeed ſome Perſons, but their Num- 
bers were very ſmall, that continued a Kind of hob- 
bling March on the broken Arches, but fel! through 
one after another, being quite tired and ſpent with 
ſo long a Walk. 
I paſſed ſome Time in the Contemplation of this 


wonderful Structure, and the great Variety of Objects t 


which it preſented. My Heart was filled wy” a | 
eep 
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kp Melancholy to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpected- 
y in the Midſt of Mirth and Jollity, and catching 
x every Thing that ſtood by them to ſave themſelves, 
dome were looking upwards towards the Heavens in 
;thoughtful Poſture, and in the Midſt of a Specu- 
nion ſtumbled and fell out of Sight. Multitudes 
were very buſy in the Proſpe& of Bubbles that glit- 
ered in their Eyes, and danced before them, but of- 
tn when they thought themſelves within the Reach 


of them, their Footing failed, and down they ſank. 
n this Confuſion of Objects I obſerved ſome with 
feymeters in their Hands, and others with Urinals, 
bo ran too and fro upon the Bridge, thruſting ſeve- 
nlPerſons on Trap doors, which did not ſeem to lie 
in their Way, and which they might have eſcaped 
had they not been thus forced upon them. | 
The Genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this me- 
lncholy Proſpect, told me I had dwelt long enough 
won it: Take thine Eyes off the Bridge, ſaid he, 
nd tell me if thou yet ſeeſt any Thing thou doſt not 
tomprehend. Upon looking up, what mean, ſaid I, 
thoſe great Flight of Birds that are perpetually ho- 
jering above the Bridge, and ſetling upon it from 
Time to Time? I ſee Vultures, Harpies, Ravens, 
Cormorants, and among many other feathered Crea» 
mes, ſeveral little winged Boys, that perch in great 
Numbers upon the Middle Arches. Theſe, ſaid the 
Genius, are Envy, Avarice, Superſtition, Deſpair, 
Love, with the like Cares and Paſſions that infeſt hu- 
man Life, 
| here fetched a deep Sigh ; Alas, ſaid I, Man was 
made in vain ! How is he given away to Miſery and 
Mortality, tortured in Life and ſwallowed up in 
Death! The Genius being moved with Compaſ- 
lon toward me, bid me quit fo uncomfortable a Pro- 
ſet. Look no more, ſaid he, on Man in the firſt 
tage of his Exiſtence, in bis ſetting out for Eterni- 
ly; but caft thine Eye on that thick Miſt into which 
lie Tide bears the ſeveral Generations of Mortals 
that 
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thps into it. I, directed my Sight 1c L was td. 

e9.,apd (whether, ot no . * Genius ſtrengthen- 

Fit with. any. ſuparnatural Force, or diſſipated Part 

of, the. Mit that was before too thick ſor the Eye 0 

7 J ſaw. the Valley, opening at the fujther 
J. and 


ſpreading: forth, into ag immenſe Ocean, 


that Bad a huge Roch of Adamant running through 
the Midſt of it, and dividing, it into two equal Parts, 
The. Clouds ſtill reſted on one Half of it, inſomuch 
that I could diſcover notbing in it; but the other 
appeared to mè a, vaſt, Ocean, planted, with innumen- 
ble Iſlands that, were covered with Fruits and Flowers, 
and, interwoven, with a , thouſand. little ſhining Seas 
that ran among them; I could ſce Pesſons dreſſed 
in glorioug Habits, with Garlands upon their Heads, 
paſſing among the Trees, lying down by the Sides 
of . Fountains, or reſting on Beds of Flowets; and 
could bear a confuſed Harmony of ſinging Birds, 
falling Waters, human Voices, and muſical Inſttu- 
ments. Gladneſs grew in me upon the Diſcovery 
of ſo delightful;a Scene, I wiſhed: for the Wings 
of. an Eagle. that I migbt fly away to thoſe happy 
Seats.: But the Genius told me there was no Paſlage 
to them, except through the Gates of Death that! 
ſaw opening every Mement upon the Bridge. The 
Iſlands, ſaid he, that lie ſo freſh and green beſore 
thee, and with which the whole Face of the Ocean 
appears ſpotted as far as thou canſt ſee, are more in 
Number than the Sands on the Sea-ſnore. There 
are Myraids of Iſlands behind thoſe which thou here 
diſcovereſt, reaching further than thine Eye or even 
thine Imagination can extend itſelf, Theſe are the 
Manſions of good Men after Death, who according 
to the Degree and Kinds of Virtue in which they ex- 
celled, are diſtributed; among theſe ſeveral Iſlands, 
which abaund. with Pleaſures of different Kinds and 
Degrees, ſuitable. to the Reliſhes and Perſections of 
thoſe who: are;; ſettled. in them; every Iſland is a Pa- 


radiſe accommodated. to its reſpectwe I Any 
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tie not theſe, O Mirza, Habitations worth contend - 
ng for'? Does Lite appear miſerable that gives thee 
Opportunities of earning ſuch a Reward ? Is Death 
to be feared, that will convey thee to fo happy an 
lriſtence ? Think not Man was made in vain, who 
has ſuch an Etervity reſerved for him. I gazed with 
-exprcfible Pleaſure on thoſe happy Iflands, At 
ength ſaid I, ſhew me now, I beſeech thee, the 
vcrets That lie hid under thoſe dark Clouds which 
cover the Ocean on the other Side of the Rack of 
adamant. The Genius making me no Anſwer, 
| turned about to addreſs myſelf to him a ſecond 
Time, but I found that he had left me; I then 
turned again to the Viſion which I had been fo 
ung contemplating, but inftead of the rolling Tide, 
the arched Bridge, and the happy Iſlands, I faw 
nothing but the long hollow Valley of Bagdat, with 
Oxen, Sheep and Camels, grazing upon the Sides 
of it. | 


: = © 
* 
n _ 


On SICKNESS. 


Our Life is nothing, but our Death begun ; 

4; Tapers waſte the Inſt am they take Fire. Young, 
T has been obſerved by many Writers, that no- 
thing makes a more ridiculous Figure in a Man's 
Life, than the Diſparity we often find in him Sick 
ind Well. Thus cne of an nnfortunate Conftitu- 
tion is perpetually exhibiting a miſerable Example of 
the Weakneſs. of his Mind, or of his Body in their 
Turns, I have had frequent Opportunities of late to 
conſider myſelf in thoſe different Views, and hope L 
have received ſome Advantage by it. If what Mr, 
Waller ſays be true, that 


The Soul' dark Cottage, batter'd and decay d, 
Lets in new Light * Cheinks that Time has made. 
| 5,4 The 
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Then ſurely, Sickneſs; contributing. no-lefiithan old 
ſhaking down” this:Scaffdlding of the Bo- 


Age,to the | 
dy, may d iſcover the: incloſed Structure more plains 
Iv, . Sicknaſscis a Sort of early old Age; it teaches 
us a Nifidence!in: our earthly State, and infpires us 
with, the. Thoughts of a ſuture: better than a thou- 
ſand Volumes of Phi lelophers and Dwuines. It gives 
ſo-warning,a Concuſſion to thoſe Props of our Va. 
nity, our Strength and Vouth, that we think of 
fortifying - ourſelves within, when there is ſo little 
Dependence on our-Qutworks, Youth, at the 
beſt, is hut a Betrayer of human Life in a gent, 
and ſmoother Mannet tham Age : It is Ike a Stream 
that nautiſhesla Plant upon its Banks and: cauſes it 
toflpuriſh and blaſſom to the Sight, but at the ſame. 
Time is undermindinꝑ it at the Root in ſecret. My 
Youth has dealt more ſairly and openly with me; it 
has afforded ſeverak Proſpccts of my Danger, and 
iven me an Advantage not very common to young 
Men, that the Attractions of the World have not 
dazzled-me- very mueh; and I began where moſt 
People end, with a full Conviction of the Emptineſs 
of all Sorts of &mbition, and the unfatisſactory Na- 
ture of ail human Pleaſures. 
When a ſmatt Fit of Sickneſs tells me this ſcurvy 
Tenement of my Body wilt fail im a little Time, I 


am even as unconcerned as was that honeſt Hibernian, 


who (being in Bed in the great Storm ſome Years 


ago, and told the Houſe: would tumble over his. 


Head) made Anſwer, Achat care 1 far the Houſe © 1 
am only a Lodger. I fancy it is the beſt Time to to die 
when one is in the beſt Humour, and fo exceſſively 
weak as I now am, I may ſay with Conſcience, that 
I am not at all uncaſy at the Thought that many 
Men whom I neyer had any Efteem:for, are likely 


to enjoy this World after me. When I reflect what 


an inconſiderable little Atom every ſingle Man is, 
with Reſpect to the whole Creation, methin ks it 15 
a Shame to be concerned at the Removal of _ 

22 ly 
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thyialiAgimal-as Lam. Ia the Morning afcer muy 
Enit the Sun will ariſe as bright as ever, e Flowers 
well as (weet, the Plants fpring.as green, the World 
will ⸗proceeid io its old Courſe, People will laugh as 
jeartily, and marry as faſt, as they were uſed to do. 
The Memory of dan (2s it is ehegantly em preſſed in 
the Wiſdom of Solomon ) paſſeth. awey n14the Remem- 
brance , a-Gueft (that tarrieth. las a Day, Fhere 
ge Reaſons enough, in the fourth Qhapter of the 
ame Book, to make any young Man contented with 
the Ptoſpect of Death. For horourable-Age is mot that 
which flandeth in Length of Time, or iis meaſured by 
Number of Years. Bat N iam is the grey Hui 10 
Men, and an unjpoeted Life iv, Age, He was ta- 
ben zway ſpeedily, leaſt that Miolad uc ſeſhould alter 
hi Under/tanding, or Dectit beguile bis Saul. 
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EON 4nd SUPERSTITION contraſtell. 
e 


Reli ion, with a evacefit Nein, a 
A leveiy, ſmiling "and ſerene. 3 


at lately a very remarkable Dream, which made 
"I | ſo ſtrong an Impreffion on me, that 1.remember 
, 


tevery Word; and if you are not better employed, 
| you may read the Relation of it as follows. 
cas. . Methought I was in the Midſt of a very entertain- 


his Ing Set of ompany, and extremely delighted in at- 
f 4 ending to a lively Convetſation; when, on a ſud- 
) 


ten, 1 perceived one of the moſt ſhocking Figures 
vely Imagination can frame, advancing towards me. She 
vas dreſſed in Black, her Skin was contracted into a 
an) ' Wi tioofand Wrinkles, her Eyes deep ſunk in her Head, 
key Wind her Complexion pale and livid as the Counte- 
what | WY tance of Deatb. Her Looks were filled with Ter- 


n 15, mr and unrelenting Severity, and ker Hands-armed 
itn ein Whips and corpions. As ſoon as ſhe came 
ch a hear, with a horrid Frown, and a Voice that chilled 


ls Z 2 my 
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my very Blood, ſhe bad me follow her. I obeyed; 
and ſhe led me through rugged Paths, beſet with 
Briars and Thorns, into a deep ſolitary Valley. 
Wherever. ſhe paſſed, the fading Verdure witheres 
beneath her Steps; her peſtilential Breath infeQeq 
the Air with malignant Vapours, obſcured the Ly. 
re of the Sun, and involved the fair Face of Heaven 
in univerſal Gloom, Diſmal Howlings reſoundeg 
through the Foreſt; from every balefal Tree the 
Night- raven uttered his dreadful Note, and the Pioſ. 
py was filled with Deſolation and Horror. In the 

idſt of this tremendous Scene, my execrable Guide 
addreſſed me in the following Manner. 

«© Retire with me, O raſh unthinking Mortal! 
from the vain Allurements of a deceitful Worl, 
and learn that Pleaſure was not deſigned the Porti. 
on of human Life. Man was born to mourn, and 
to be wretched: This is the Condition of all below 
the Stars ; and whoever endeavours to oppoſe it, a& 
in Contradiction to the Will of Heaven. Fly then 
from the fatal Inchantments of Youth and ſocial De- 
light, and here conſecrate thy ſolitary Hours to La- - 7 
mentation and Woe, Miſery is the Duty of all ſub· A 
Junary Beings ; and every Enjoyment is an Offence 
to the Deity ; who is to be worſhipped only by the 
Mortification of every Senſe of Pleaſure, and t 
everlaſting Exerciſe of ighs and Tears.” 

This melancholy Picture of Life quite ſunk my 
Spirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every Principle df 
foy within me. I threw myfelf beneath a blaſted 
Yew, where the Winds blew cold and diſmal round 
my Head, and dreadful Apprehenſions chilled my 1 
Heart, Here I reſolved to lie till the Hand of Death, 
which I impatiently invoked, ſhould put an End to 
the Miſeries of a Life ſo deplorably wretched. In 
this ſad Situation I eſpied on one Hand of me a deep 
muddy River, whoſe heavy Waves rolled on in flow 


ſullen Murmurs. Here 1 determined to plunge; "to 


and was juft upon the Brink, when I found * Þ 
: U - 
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ſy8derly drawn back. T turned about, and was 
ſurpriſed by the Sight of the lovelieſt Object I hac 
ever beheld, the: moſt engaging Charms of Vouth 
zn Beauty appeared in all her Form; effulgent lo- 
fies ſparkled in her Eyes, and their awful Splenders 
were ſoftened by the gentleſt Looks of Compaſſion 
and Peace. At her Approach, the frightflil Spectre 
who bad before tormented me, vaniſhed away, and 
with her z the Horrors ſhe had. cauſed, The gloo- 
my Clouds” brigtitened into chearful Sunſbige, the 
"Groves tecovered their Verdure, and the whole Re- 
gion looked gay and blooming as the Garden of Eden. 
= quite tranſported at this. unexpected Change, 
and reviving Pleaſure began to glad my Thoughts; 
when, with a Look of inexpreſſible Sweetneſe, 
my beauteous Deliverer thus uttered her divine In- 
ſtructions. | e 

„% My Name is Religion. I am the Offspring of 
Truth and Love, and the Parent of Benevolence, Hope 
and Joy, That Monſter from whoſe Power. have 
freed you, is Called Superſtition : She is the Child of 
Diſcontent, and her Followers are Fear and Sorrow. 
"Thus different as we are, the has often the Inſolence 
to zNume my Name and Character, and ſeduces un- 
"happy Mortals to think us the ſame, till ſhe, at length, 
"drives them to the Borders of Deſpair, that dreadful 
Abyſs into which you are juſt going to fink.” 
Look round, and ſurvey the various Beauties of 
this Globe, which Heaven has deſtined for the Seat 
of human Race; and conſider whether a World thus 
exquiſitely framed, could be meant for the Abode of 
Miſery and Pain. For.what End has the laviſh 
Hand of Providence diffuſed ſuch innumerable O>- 
og of Delight, but that all might - rejoice in the 
Privilege of * Exiſtence, and be filled with Gratitude 
to the beneficent Author of it? Thus to enjoy the 
Bleſſings he has ſent, is Virtue and Obedience; and 
to reject them merely as Means of Pleaſure, is pitia- 
be. Ignorance, or abſurd Perverſeneſs. Infinite 

. Goodg-. 
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Goodnels is the Source of created Exiſtence. The 
proper Tendency of every rational Being, from the 
igheſt Order of raptured Seraphs, to the meaneſt 
Rank of Men, is, to riſe inceſſantly from lower 
ces of Happineſs to higher. They have each 
Faculties. aſſigned -them for various Orders of De. 
lights.” | 

« What! (cried I) is this the Language of Rei. 
jon ? Does ſhe lead her Votaries through flowery 

aths, and bid them paſs. an unlaborious Life ?: 
Where, are the painful Toils of Virtue, the Mortif. 
cations of Penitents, the Self-denying . Exerciſes ei 
Saints and Heroes? 

« The true Enjoyments of a reaſonable Being 
(anſwered ſhe mildly) do nt conſiſt in unbounded, 
Indulgence, or luxurious Eaſe ; in the Tumult of 
Paſſions, the Languor of Indolence, or the Flutter 
of light Amuſements. Yielding to immoral Plea- WH Ho 
ſure corrupts the Mind; living, to animal and tiij- knc 
fling ones, debaſes it; both in their Degrees diſqua- .W my 
lify it for its genuine Good, and conſign it over to 
Wretchedneſs. Whoever would be realy happy, 
muſt make the diligent and regular Exerciſe of his 
ſuperior Powers his chief Attention; adoring the Per- 
ſections of his Maker, expreſſing Good-will to his 
Fellow-creatures, and cultivating inward Rectitude. 
To his lower Faculties he muſt allow ſuch Gratifica- 
tions as will, by refreſhing him, invigorate his nobler, 
Purſuits, In the Regions inhabited by angelic Na- 
tyres, unmingled Felicity for eyer blooms ; Yor flows 
there with a perpetual and abundant Stream, nor 
needs there any Mound to check its Courſe. Being 
conſcious of a Frame of Mind originally diſeaſed, as . 
all the human Race. has Cauſe to be, muſt uſe the 
Regimen of a ſtricter Sclf-government,, Whoever 
has been guilty of voluntary Exceſſes, muſt patiently 
ſybmit both to the painful Workings of Nature, and 
needſul Severities of Medicine, in order to his Cure, 

Still is he intitled to a moderate Share of wo 
. alle 


Vi 


Ses SSA. 
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[he Wl jlleviating Accommodations this fair Manſion of his 
the W mercitul Parent aftords, confiſtent with his Reco- 
net Wl wry, And. in Proportion as his Recovery advan- 
wer ces, the livelieſt Joy will ſpring from his ſecret Seaſe 
ach Wl of an amended and improving Heart.—So far from: 
De. Wl the Horrors of Deſpair is. the Condition even of the 
Guilty, —Shydder, poor Mortal, at the Thought of 
ej. de Gulph into which thou waſt juſt now going to- 
ery Wl plunge,” 
| « While the moſt Faulty have every Encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent Soul will be ſup- 
ported. with ſtill ſweeter Conſolations under all its 
Experience of humin Inficmities, ſupported by the 
gaddening Aſſurances, that every ſincere Endeavour 
to outgrow them, ſhall be aſſiſte ], accepted, and 
rewarded. To ſuch a one the lowlieſt Self-abaſement 
is but a deep-laid Foundation for the moſt elevated. 
Hopes; ſince they, who faithfully examine and ac-- 
knowledge what they are, ſhall be enabled under 
my Conduct, to become what they defire, The 
Chriſtian and the Hero are inſeparable ; and to the 
Aſpirings of unaſſuming T ruft and filial Confidence, 
are ſet no Bounds," To him who is animated with a 
View of obtaining Approbation from the Sovereign 
of. the. Unjverſe, no. Difficulty is unſurmountable. 
decure in this Purſuit of every needful Aid, his Con- 
iet with the ſevereſt Pains and Trials, is little more 
than the vigorous Exerciſes of a Mind in Health. 
His patient Dependence on that Providence which 
looks through all Eternity, his filent Reſignation, his 
rady Accommodation of his Thoughts and Beha- 
viour to its inſcrutable Ways, is at once the moſt 
excellent Sort of Self-denial, and a. Source of the 
moſt exalted Tranſports, Society is the true Sphere 
of human Virtue, In ſocial, active Liſe, Difficylties 
will perpetually be met with; Reſtraints of many 
Kinds will be neceſſary ; and ſtudying to behare - 
tight in reſpect of theſe. is a Diſcipline of the -bu- 
man Heart, uſeful_to others, and imyrorzing ta itfelf, 
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Suffering is no Duty, but where it is neceſſary i 
avoid Guilt, or to do Good ; ng Pleaſure a Crime 
but where it ſtrengthens the Tofluence of bad [rc]; 
nations, or leſſens the generous Activity of Vite. 
The Happineſs allotted to Man inhis preſent State 
is indeed faint and low, compared with his immo. 
tal Proſpects, and noble Capacities : But yet what 
ever Portion of it the diſtributing Hand of Heaven 
offers to each Individual, is a necdful Support and 
"Refreſhment for the preſent Moment, ſo far a i 
may not hinder the attaining his final Deſtination,” 
Return then with me from continual Miſery, ty 
moderate Enjoyment and grateful Alacrity ; retun 
from the Contracted Views of Solitude, to the proper 
Duties of a relative and dependent Being. Nelfgin 
is not confined to Cells and Cloſets, nor refraines 
to. ſullen Retirement. Theſe are the gloomy Doc 
trines of Super/tition, by which ſhe endeavour; t 
break thoſe Chains of Benevolence and ſocial Affec- 
tion that link the Welfare of every Particular with 
that of the Whole. Remember, that the greatiſt 
Honour you can pay the Author of your Being, ig 
' ſuch a chearſul Behaviour as diſcovers a Mind {tis 
ficd with his Diſpenlations.“ 
Here my Preceptreſs pauſed ; and J was going te - 
expreſs my Acknowledgements for her Diſcourſe 0 
when a Ring of Bells from the neighbouring Village, U 
and the new rifen Sun darted his Beams chrough m 
"Windows, awaked me. 


— hd — 


To. begin NoTWNG of which you have 
not well confidered the EXD. 


Think well *ere-you reſclve, ereigh each Even, 

Left when tco late, in Sorrow you repent. P. 

Certain Cham of Tartary going a Progreſs wit 

his Nobles, was met by a Derviſe, who cried 

with a loud Voice, ever twill give me * 
ſecel 
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Pits of Gold, I will give him a Piece of Advice, The 
(ham ordered him the Sum; upon which the Der- 
vile ſaid, Begin Nothing of, which thou haf# not well! 
unfidered. the End. 

The Courtiers upon hearing this plain Sentence, 
ſmiled, and ſaid with a.Sneer, The Derviſe is well 
yaid for his Maxim, But the King was ſo well ſa- 
tsfied with the Anſwer, that he ordered it to be writ 
in golden Letters in ſeveral Places of his Palace, 
and engraved on all his Plate. Not long after, the 
King's Surgeon was bribed to kill him with a poiſoned 
Lancet at the Time he let him. Blood. One Day 
when the King's Arm was bound, and the fatal 
Lancet in the Surgeon's Hand, he read on the Ba- 
ſon, Begin nothing of which thou haſt not well con- 
fuered the End. fe immediate! ſtarted, and 
let the Lancet fall out of his Hand. The King ob- 
ſerved his Confuſion, and enquired the Reaſon : The 
durgeon fell proſtrate, confeſſed. the whole Affair, 
ind was pardoned, and the Conſpirators died. The 
Cham turning to his Courtiers who heard the Advice 
with Contempt, told them, That: Counſel could 
wt be too much valued, which had ſaved a King's 
Life, 


— 


0 


On the Fol LY of being diſſatisficd with 
One's preſent CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Fortune a Goddeſs is to Fools alone, © | 
The Wiſe are always Maſters of their own, Dryden. 


AVE OR the Benefit of thoſe who are diſſatisfied with 
their preſent Situations z and to illuſtrate the 
Folly and Madneſs of their Ambition, I beg Leave 
to offer the Narrative of my owa Life. 
F. Iam the Son of a younger Brother of a good Fa- 
wii mily, who at his Deceaſe left me a little Fortune of 
creed a Hundred a Year. I was put early to Eton School, 
n Where I learned Latin and Greet, from whence I went. 
. 


— — 
— —_— 
— — 


ſquare my Wiches to my Circumſtances. In thi 


294 T PNG IngrRuetos, 


to the Univerſity, where I learned, not totally th 
forpxt:them, I came to my Fortune when I was; 
College 3 and having mv Inclination to follow any 
Profeffion, I removed myſelf to Town, and lived for 
ſome Time as moft young Fellows do, by ſpending 
four Times my lncome. But it was my Happineß 
before it was to late, to fall in Love, and to ma 

a very amiable young Creature, whoſe Fortune wiz 
juſt ſuffieient to repair the Breach made in my own. 
With this agterable Companion I retreated to the 
Country, and/endeavoured as well as I was able t 


Endeavour I ſucveeded ſo well, that excepting a fey 
priv ate Han heerings after a litdei more than ] poſſeſſed, 
and now and then a Sigh hen a Coach and Six hay. 
pened to drive by me in my Walks, I was 2 very 
I can ctruly aſſure you, Sir, that though oor Fr. 
mily Oeconomy was not much to be boaſted of, and 
in Conſequente of it, we were frequently driyen to 
great Straits and Difficulties, - I experienced more 
real Satisfaction in this humble Situation, than [ have 
ever done ſince in more enviable Circumſtances. 
We were ſometimes indeed a little in Debt, but 
when Money came in, the Pleaſure of diſchaiging 
what we owed was more than an equivalent for the 
Pain it put us to; and though the Narrowneſs of 
our Circumſtances ſubjected us to many Cares and 
Anxieties, it ſerved to keep the Body in Action as 
well as the Mind: For as our Garden was ſome- 
what large, and required more Hands to keep it in 
Orcer than we could afford to hire, we laboured dai- 
ly in it ourſclves, and drew:Health from our Neccls 

Aties. | | 
| had a little Boy who was the Delight of my 
Heart, and who probably might have beem ſpoiled by 
Nurſing if the Attention of his Parents had not been 
other wiſe employed. His Mother was naturally of 
a ſickly Conſtiiut ion, but che Affairs of her Family, 
5 


4 
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engtoſſtd all her Thoughts, gave her no 
—4 for Complaint. The oinary Trouble of 
lie, which'to thoſe wh have nothing elſe to think 
une almoſt inſupportable, were leſs terrible to us 
han to Perſons in eafier Circumſtanees; for it is a 
ain Truth, however your Readers may pleaſe to 
pueive it, that. where the Mind is divided among ma- 
x Cares, the Anxiety is lighter tlian where there is 
al one to contend with. Or even in the happieſt 
zuntiom, in the Mit of Eaſe, Health, and Afffu- 
act, the Mind is. generally ingenious at tormenti 
al, looſing the immediate Enjoyment of thofe in- 
plable Bleffings, by the painful Suggeſtion that. 
ey are too great for Continuan ee: 
Theſe are the Roſſektiotts that I bave made fince; 
Id not attempt to deny that I ſighed frequently 
an Addition of my Fortune. T he Death of a 
unt Relation which happened five Years after 
Marriage, gave me this Addition, and made me 
1 Time the happieſt Man Hving. My Income 
now incteaſed to Six Hundted a Fear; and I 
wed with a little Oeconompy, to be able to make 
Wigare wien it. But the il Health of nry Wife, 


bn ich in leſs eaſy Circumſtances had not touched me 
ging nearly, was now conſtantly in my Thoughts, and 
- the Wed all my Enjoy ment. The Confciouſnets too of 


ning ſuch an Eftate to leave to my Boy, made me 
anxious to preſerve him; that inſtead of ſuffering 
Im to run at Pleaſure where he'pleafed, and to grow 
dy by Exeretſe, I almoſt deſtroyed him by Con- 
liment, We now did nothing in our Garden be- 
we we were in Circumftances to have it kept by 
; But as Air and Exerciſe were neceſſary for 
whealthss we reſolved to abridge ourfelves in ſome 
my WM eflary- Articles, and to ſet up an Equipage. 
ua in Time brought with it a Train of Expences, 
nich we bad neither Prudence to foreſee nor Cou- 


Vil. 


deen 
y of io prevent. For as it enabled us to extend the 
iv, cult of our Viſits; it greatly encreaſed our Ac- 


k quaint- 
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quaintance, and ſubjected us to the neceflity of 
making continual Entertainments at Home, in Re. 
turn for all thoſe which we were invited to abroad, 
The Charges that attended this new Manner of l. I x: 
ving were much too great for the Income we pol. 
ſeſſed; inſomuch that we found ourſelves in a 
ſhort Time more neceſſitous than ever. Pride would 
not ſuffer us to lay down our Equipage ; and to live 
in a Manner unſuitable to it, was what we could 
not bear to think of. To pay the Debts I had con- My 
trated, I was ſoog. forced to mortgage, and at lf Part! 
to ſell the beſt Part of my Eſtate; and as it waz vt. 


{ 
terly impoſſible to keep up the Parade any n 
we thought it adviſeable to remove of a dulden hy 
ſell our Coach in Town, and to look out for a b vo 


Situation, at a greater Diftance from our Acquaint- 
ANCE. 1 1 

But unfortunately for my Peace, I carried the 
Habit of Expence along with me, and was very 
near being reduced to abſolute Want, when by the 
unexpected Death of an Uncle and his two Sons, 
who died within a few Weeks of each other, I ſuc- 


ceeded to an Eſtate of Seven Thouſand Pounds 2 \ 
Year. | | 
And now, Sir, both you and your Readers will * 
call me a very happy Man; and fo indeed I was: It 
ſet about the Regulation of my Family with the molt WM jc: 
pleaſing Satisfaction: The Splendor of my Equi - de 
page, the Magnificence of my Plate, the Crowd of n. 
Servants that attended me, the Elegance of my Houſe 


and Furniture, the Grandeur of my Park and Gar- 
dens, the Luxury of my Table, and the Court that 
was every where paid me, gave me inexprtſſible De- 
light, ſo long as they were Novelties; but no ſoon- 
er where they become habitual to me, then [I loſt all 


Manner of Reliſh for them; and I diſcovered in a WM; 

very little Time, that by having nothing to wiſh for, Mp, 

I had nothing to enjoy. y Appetite grew pa- N ue 

led by Satiety, a perpetual Crowd of Viſiters robbed Mt, 
| me 
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y off ge of all domeſtic Enjoyment, my Servants plagued 
Ree ge, and my Stewzrds cheated me. | 

dad. But the Curſe of Greatneſs did not end here; dai- 
of li- y Experience convinced me that I was compelled to 
pol. ne more for others than for myſelf. My Uncle had 
ben a great Party Man, and a zealous Oppoſer of 
| Minifterial Meaſures ; as is Eſtate was the lar» 
get of any Gentleman's in the County, he ſupport- 
« an Intereſt in it beyond any of his Competitars, 
My Father had been greatly obliged by the Court 
Pty, which determined me, in Gratitude, to declar 
pyſelf on that Side; but the Difficulties I had tg 
counter were too many and too great for me: In- 
much that I have been baffled and defeated in ai- 
noſt every Thing I have undertaken, To deſert 
de Cauſe I have embarked in, would diſgrace me; 
nd to go greater Lengths in it will almoſt undo me. 
am engaged in a perpetual State of Warfare with 
he principal Gentry of the Country, and ain curſed 
y my Tenants and Dependents ſor compelling them 
every Election to vote (as they ate pleaſed to tell 
ne) contrary to their Conſciences. | 

My Wife and I had once pleaſed ourſelves with th 
Thought of being uſeful to the Neighbourhood, by 
tealing cut our Charity to the Poor and Induſtrious; 
ut the perpetual Hurry in which we live, renders us 
ncapable of looking out for Objects ourtelv.s ; and 
the Agents we entruſt arc either pocketing our Boun- 
tl, or beſtowing it on the Undeſerving. At N gnt 
Fhen we retire to Reſt, we are v ting du C in- 
pants on the Miſeries of the Day, and proying 
deartily for the Return of that Perce, he 445 ihe 
en Companion of our humbleſt Situation, 

Where Pain, Sickneſs, and ablolute Want are cut 
0 the Queſtion, no external Chenges of Chenmſtan- 
des can make a Man more Jaſtingly happy than he 
ws before. It is to an Ignorance of this Truth, that 
tte univerſal D:ſſatisf:Rion of Mankind is principaily 
b be aſcribed, Care is the Lot of Life; aud he that 

2 A aſpires 


— 6 rr . 
— 
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aſpires to Greatnels in tiopes to get rid of it, is 1; 
one who thiows himſelt into a Furnace to ayoid tn 
Shivering of an Ague. 

Tue only Satisfaction J can enjoy in mv preſen 
Situation is, that it has nut pleaſcd Heaven in it 
Wrath to make me a Kinz. 


— 3 he, 1 
Os GENEROSITY and dijintereſty of 
HoNESTY. (ar! 
How far that little Gandte davis ts Beams; ten 
So ſhines a good Deed tn this na»ghty World. bad 
| Shakeſpear, fil 
A Certain Cardinal, who for the Multitede © þj ol 
generous Actions, was ftiied the Patron f thi ed 
Poor, had a c nſtaut Cuſtom once or twice a Week In 
to give public Audience io all indigent People in th we 
Halil of his Palace, and to relieve <very one ac ( 
cording to their various Neceſſities, or the Moien Ma 
of his own Bounty. Du! 
One Day a poor Woman, encouraged by the Fame * 
of his Generclity, came into the Hall of this Cardi 00 
nal, wit her only Daughter, a beautiful Maid, about 0 
fittecn Years of Age. When ber T urn cane 0 bg - 
heard, among the Crowd of Petitioners, tte Cardi 5 
#al ciſcerning the Marks of an exirao:d'n.ry Me 2 
deſty in her Face and Carriage, as alf in her Dag 
ter's, he encouraged her to tell her Want: tree Sig - 
bluſhing, and not without Tears, thus ad refſe lan 
herſelf to him: ** My Lord, I owe for be en of © 
my Houſe Five Crowns, and ſuch is my Vistorcune _ 
that I have no other Means to pa it, fave whit Da 
would break my Heart, ſince my Lang ſord ti cate » | 
to foice que it; that is, to proſtitu e this my an 


Daughter, whom I have hitherto with gr-it Sate 
educated in Virtut, and at; Abhorrence of that diu 
Crane. What 1 Heg of your Eminence !s, hat vo 
would pleaſe to in erpoſe your ſacred Au tority, 20d 
protect us itom the Violence of this cruel an, . 


. 
„ at 
Cateny 
Von 

ale 
"1 10U8 
at VO 
„ and 
in, til 
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yy our honeſt Induſtry we can procure the Money 

f him.” 

s The Cardinal moved with Admiration of the 
Woman's Virtue and innocent Modeſty, bid her be 
of good Courage, Then he immediately wrote a 
billet, and giving it to the Widow's Hands, Go, ſaid 
te, to my Steward with this Paper, and he fhall deli- 
wr thee Five Crowns to pay thy Rent. 

The poor Woman overjoyed, and returning the 
Cardinal a Thouſand Thanks, went directly to his 
dteward, and gave him the Note; which, when he 
had read, he told her out Fifty Crowns. She, aſto- 
ned at the Meaning of it, and fearing this was 
mly the Steward's I rick to try her Honeſty, refu- 
ed to take above Five, ſaying, She asted the Cardi- 
nal for no more, and ſhe was ſure it was ſome Miſe 
take, 

On the other Side, the Steward inſiſted on his 
Maſter's Order, not daring to call it in Queſtion. 
But all the Arguments he could uſe, were inſuffi= 
tient to prevail in her to take any more than Five. 
Crowns, Wherefore, to end the Controverſy, he of- 
fred to go back with her to the Cardinal, and refer 
It to him. When they came before that munificent 
Prince, and he was fully informed of the Buſineſs ; 
tis true, ſaid he, I miſtook in writing Fifty Crowns ; 
give me the Paper, and I will refify it. Tnereupon 
he wi ote again, ſaying thus tothe Woman: So much 
Candiur and Virtue deſerve a Recompence ; here, I 
tave ordered you Five Hundred Crowns ; whet you 
can {pare of it, lay up as a Dowry to give with your 
Daughter in Marriage. 

If I miſt.k2 rot, this Cardinal was called Farneſe: 
But, whatever his Name was, this was an Acticn 
ttuly heroic, and which has but few Parallels, 


E 
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The SToxy F FLAVILLA. 


o all is Innocence Within, 
*Tis Guilt to wear the Garb of Sin, Gay; 


HE following is ſo ſtriking an Inſtance of the 
dreadful Con ſequences which often attend Fe. 


male Levity, that we hope our fair Readers will pe. 
ruſe it with more than common Attention, 


FLAVIILA, juſt as ſhe had entered her four. 
teenth Year, was left an Orphan to the Care of her 
Mother, in ſuch Circumſtances as diſappointed all the 
Hopes which her Education had encouraged. Her 
Father, who lived in great Elegance upon the Salary 
of a Place at Court, died ſuddenly without having 
made any Proviſion for his Family, except an An- 
nuity of one hundred Pounds, which he had pur- 
chaſed for his Wife with Part of her Marriage Por- 
tion; nor was he poſſeſſed of any Property, except 
the Furniture of a large Houſe in one of the new 
- 0h an Equipage, a few Jewels, and ſome 

late. 

The greater Part of the Furniture and the Equi- 
page were fold to pay his Debts ; the Jewels which 
were not of great Value, and ſome uſeful Pieces of the 
Plate, were reſerved ; and Flauilla removed with her 
Mother into Lodgings. 

But notwithſtanding this Change in their Circum- 
ſtances, they did not immediately loſe their Rank. 
They were ſtill viſited by a numerous and polite 
Acquaintance; and though ſome gratified their Pride 


aſſuming an Appearance of Pity, and rather in- 


ſulted than alleviated their Diſtreſs by the Whine of 
Condolence, and a minute Compariſon of what they 
had loſt, with what they poſſeſſed ; yet from others 
they were continually receiving Preſents, which ti! 


enabled them to live with a genteel Frugality'; they 
were ſtill confidered as People of Faſhion, and 
| (reate 
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treated by thoſe of a lower Claſs with diſtinct Re- 
ſpect. | : 
Flavilla thus continued to move in a Sphere to 
which ſhe had no Claim; ſhe was remarkably tall 
for her Age, and was celebrated not only for her 
Beauty but her Wit: Theſe Qualifications ſhe Gan 
fdered, not only as ſecuring whatever ſhe enjoye 
hy the Favour of others, but as a Pledge of pof- 
ſeſfing them in her own Right by an advantageous 
Mirriage. | 
There was a faſhionable Levity in her Carriage and 
Diſcourſe, which ter Motner who knew the Danger 
of ber Situation, laboured to reſtrain, ſometimes with 
Anger, and ſometimes with Tears, but always with- 
out Succeſs, Flavilia was ever ready to anſwer, that 
ſhe neither did or ſad any Thing of which ſhe had 
Reaſon to he aſhamed ; and therefore did not know 
why ſhe ſhould be re ſtrained, except in mereCourteſy; 
(envy which it was an Honour to provoke, or to 
ſlander which it was a Diſgtace to fear. In Propot᷑- 
tim as Flavilla was more flattered and careſſed, the 
Influence of her Mother became lefs; and though 
ſhe always treated her with Reſpe from a Point of 
Good Breed ing, yet ſhe ſecretly defpiſed her Maxims 
an applauded her own Conduct. 
Flavilla at Eighteen was a celebrated Toaft ; and 
amonz other gay Viſitants who frequented her Tea- 
Table, was 22 a yourg Baronet, who had juſt 
taken Poſſeſſion of his Tits and Eſtate, There were 
many Paiticulars'in Clidia's Behaviour, which en- 
courazed Flaviila to hype that ſhe ſhould obtain him 
for a Huſband ; but ſhe ſuffered bis Aſſiduties with 
ſuch apparent Pleaſure, and his Familiarities with ſo 


Hitile Reſerve, that he ſoon ventured to diſcloſe his 


latention, and make her what he thought a very 
zenteel Propoſal of another Kind: But Whatever 
were the Artifices with which it was introduced, or 


the Terms in which it was made, Flavilla rejected 


it with the utmoſt Indignation and Diſdain. Ciodie, 
| 2A 3 who 
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who, notwithſtanding his Youth, had long known 
and often practiſed the Arts of Seduction, gave wa 
to the Storm, threw himſelf at her Feet, imputed 
his Offence to the Phrenzy of his Paſſion, flaitereg 
her Price by the moſt abject Submiſſion and extra- 
vagant Praiſe, entreated her Pardon, aggravated his 
Crime, but made no mention of Atonement by Mar. 
riage. This Particular, which Flavilla did not fail 
to remark, ought to have determined her to admit 
him no more: But her Vanity and her Ambition 
were ſtill predominant, ſhe ſtill hoped to ſucceed in 
her Project, Clodio's Offence was tacitly ſerg ven, 
his Viſits were permitted, his Familiarities were a. 
gain ſuffered, and his Hopes revived. He had lenz 
entertained an Opinion that ſhe loved him, in which, 
however, it is probable, that his own Vaoity and 
her Indifcretion concurred to deceive him ; but this 
Opinion, though it implied the ſtrongeſt Obligation 
to treat her with Generoſity and Tenderneſs, only 
determined him again to attempt her Ruin, as it en- ſure 
couraged him with a Probability of Succeſs. Having con 
therefore reſolved to obtain her as a Miſtreſs, or at 
once to give her up, he thought he had little more WM der 
to do to convince her that he had taken ſuch a Re- He 
ſolution, than juſtify it by ſome plauſible Sophillry, * 
and give her 2 Time to deliberate upon a final 
Determination. With this View he went a ſhort . pul 
Journey into the Country; having put a Letter into ab 
her Hand at parting, in which he acquainted her, of 
That he had often reflected, with inexpreſſible pe 
4 Regret, upon her Reſentment of his Conduct ina 


eq 
& late Inſtance; but that the Delicacy and the At- 
« dour of his Affection were inſupcrable Obſtaclest co 
« his Marriage; that where there was no Liberty, th 
«© there could be no Happineſs : That he ſhould be- b) 
„% come indifferent to the Endearments of Love, ar 
e when they could no longer be diſtinguiſhed from & 


< the Officiouſneſs of Duty: That while they wer 
ce happy in the Poſſeſſion of each other, it w_— 0 
: 66 ablure 
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u abſurd to ſupple they would part; and if this 
„ Happinets ſhould ceafe, it would not only enſure 
«© but agravate their Miſery to be inſeparably uni- 
« ted; That this Event was leſs probable, in Pro- 
« portion as their Cohabitation was voluntary ; but 
„ that he would make ſuch Proviſion for her upon 
« the C-ntingency, as a Wife would expect upon 
« his D-ath,” | | 

Flavilla had too much Underſtanding as well as 
Virtue, to deliberate a Moment upon this Propoſal, 
She gave immediate Orders that Clodio ſhould be ad- 
mitted no more. But his Letter was a Temptation 
to gratify her Vanity, which ſhe could not reſiſt ; 
ſhe ſhewed it firſt to her Mother, and then to the 
whole Circle of her female Acquaintances, with all 
the Exultation of a Hero who expoſes a vanquiſhed 
Enemy at the Wheels of his Chariot in a Triumph; 
ſhe conſidered it as an indiſputable Evidence of her 
Virtue, as a Reproof of all who had dared to cen- 
ſure the Levity of her Conduct, and a Licence to 
continue it without Apology or Reſtraint, 

It happened that Flawila, ſoon after this Acci- 
dent, was ſeen in one of the Boxes at the Play- 
Houle by Mercator, a young Gentleman who had 
juſt returned from his firſt Voyage, as Captain of a 
= Ship in the Levant Trade, which had been 
purchaſed for him by his Father, whoſe Fortune en- 
abled him to make a pentecl Proviſion for five Sons, 
of whom Mercator was the youngeſt, and who ex- 
pected to ſhare his Eſtate, which was perſonal, in 
equal Proportions at his Death. | 

Mercator was captivated with her Beauty, but diſ- 
couraged by the Splendor of her Appearance, and 
the Rank of her Company. He was urged, rather 
by Curioſity than Hope, to enquire who ſhe was; 
and he ſoon gained ſuch a Knowledge of her Circum- 
ſtances, as relieved him from Deſpair. | 

As he knew not how to get Admiſſion to her Com- 
pany, and had no Deſign upon her Virtue, he wrote 

WO 1 
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in the firſt Ardour of his Paſſi on ts her Mother; give 


ing a fait. ful Acc unt of his Fortune and Dependence, 
and entreating that he might be permitted to viel 


Flavilla as a Candida'e for her Affection. The old 
Lady, after having made ſome Enquiries, by which 
the Account that Merrator had given her was con- 
firmed, ſent him an Ipvitation and received his fi ſt 
Viſi: alone. She told him, that as Flavilla had no 
Fortune, and as a conſiderabſe Part of his own was 
dependent upon his Father's Wil), he oug't there- 
fore, to obtain his Conſeut, before any other Step 
was taken. To this Counſel, ſo ſ:lutary, Mercygtiy 
was heſitating what to reply, when Flavilla cime in, 
an Accident % hich he was now only ſolicitous to 
improve. Flavilla was not diſpleaſed either with 
his Perfon or his Addrefs ; the Frankne's and Gaiety 
of her Diſpoſition ſoon made him forget that he was 
a Stranger; a Converſation commenced, during 
wh:ch they became yet more pleaſed with each ot ers 
and having thus ſur mounted the Difficulty of a firſt 
Viſit, he thought no mire of the old Ladi, a he 
believed her Auſpices were nut neceſſary to his Suc- 
ceſs. | 

His Viſits were often repeated, arid he became 
ever) Hour more impatient of Delay: A I hought of 
his Father would now and tten indeed intervene 
but being determined to grat y his Wiſhes zt all 
Events, he conclu'ed with 2 Sagacity almoſt univer- 
fa] on thoſe Occaſions, that of two Evilz, to marry 


without his Conſent was lefs, han to marry againſt 


it; and one Evening after the Lovers had ſpent the 
Afternoon by themſelves, they went cut in a Kind 
of Frolic, which Mercator had prop. f-9 i the Vele- 
mence of his Paflion, and to which Flavilla had cone 
| ſented in the Giddineſs of her Indiſcretion, and were 
married at Aday- Fair. 
In the firſt Interval of Recollection after this pre- 
cCipitate Step, Mercator conſidered, that he ouzht to 
be the fiſt who acquainted bis Father cf the =" 
* 
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Alliance Which had been made in his Family : But 
t he had not Fortitude enough to do it in Perſon, he 
expreſſed it in the beſt Terms he could conceive by a 
Letter; and after ſuch an Apology for his Conduct 
t; he had been uſed to make to himſelf, he requeſted 
that he might be permitted to preſent his Wite for 
the parental Benediction, which alone was wanting 
to compleat his Felicity. ? 

| The old Gentleman, whoſe Character I cannot 
better expreſs than in the faſhionable Phraiſe which 
has been contrived to palliate falſe Principles and diſ- 
ſolute Manners, had been a gay Man, and was well 
zcquainted with the Town. He had often heard 
Flavilla toaſted by Rakes of Quality, and had often 
en her at public Places. Her Beauty and her De- 
pendence, the Gaiety of her Dreſs, the Multitude 
of her Admirers, the Levity of her Conduct, and all 
the Circumſtances of her Situation, had concurred 
to render her Character ſuſped ed; and he was diſ- 
poled to judge of it with leſs Charity, when ſhe 
had offended him by marrying his Son, whom he 
confidered as diſgraced and impoveriſhed, and whoſe 
Misfortune, as it was irretriveable, he reſolved not 
to alleviate, but increaſe; a Reſolution. by which 
Fathers, who have fooliſh and diſobedient Sons, 
uſually difplay their own Kindneſs and Wiſdom. 
As ſoon as he had read Mercator's Letter, he curſed 
bim for a Fool, who had been gulled by the Arti- 
fees of a Strumpet to ſcreen her from public Infamy 
by fathering her Children, and ſecure her from a 
Prion by appropriating her Debts. In an Anſwer 
to his Letter, which he wrote only to gratify his 
Reſentment, he told him, that If he had taken 
* Flavilla into Keeping he would have overlooked 
* it; and if her Extravagance had diſtreſſed him, 
* he would have ſatisfied his Creditois ; but that 
* his Marriage was not to be forgiven ; that he 
“ ſhould never have another Shilling of his Money 
* and that he was determined to ſee him no more.“ 
Mercator, 
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Mercator, who was more provoked by this Outrage 

than grieved at his Loſs, diſdained to reply. and 

believing that he had now moſt Reaſon to be offend. 

2 could not be perſuaded to ſolicit a Reconcilia. 
On. | 

He hired a genteel Apartment for his Wife of an 
Upholſterer, who, with a View to let Lodgings, had 
taken and furniſhed a large . Houſe near Leiceſter. 
Fields, and in about two Months left her to make an- 
other Voyage. 

He had received Viſits of Congratulation from her 
numerous Acqusintance, and had returned them 28 
a Pledge uf his Defire that they ſhould be repeated, 
But a Remembrance of the gay Multitude, which 
While he was at Home had flattered his Vanity, as 
ſoon as he was abſent alarmed his Suſpicion : He had, 
indeed, no particular Cauſe of Jealouſy ;z but his 
Anxiety aroſe merely from a Senſe of the Tempta- 
tion to which ſhe was expoſed, and the Impoſlbility 
of his ſuperintending her Conduct. 

In the mean Time Flavilla continued to flutter 
round the ſame giddy Circle, in which ſhe had ſhone 
ſo long; the Number of her Viſitants was rather in- 
creaſed than diminiſhed, the Gentlemen atten:d 
with yet greater Aſſiduity, and ſhe continued to en- 
courage their Civ ilities by the ſame indiſcreet Fami- 
liarity: She was one Night at the Maſquctade, and 
another at the Opera; ſometimes at a Rout, and 
ſometimes rambling w.tha Party of Pl-aſute in Hort 
Excurſions from Town; ſhe came Home ſometimes 
at Midnight, ſometimes in the Morning, an ſome. 
times ſhe was abſent ſeveral Nights together. 

This Conduct was the Cauſe of much Speculation 
and Uneaſineſs to the good Man and Woman of 
the Houſe. Ar fiiſt they ſuſpected that Flaviila was 


no be tet than a Woman of Pleaſure z and that the 
Perſon who had hired the Lodgings for her as his 
Wife, and had diſappeared upon Pretence of a Voyage 
to Sea, had been employed to impoſe upon * 
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by concealing her Character, in order to obtain ſuch 
Accommodation for her as ſhe could not fo eaſil 
have procured had it been known : But as thels 
duſpicions made them watchful and inquiſitive, 
they ſoon diſcovered, that many Ladies by whom 
he was viſited were of good Characte and Faſhion: 
Her Conduct, however, ſuppoſing her to be a Wife, 
was till inexcuſable, and ſtill endangered their Cre- 
dit and Subſiſtence: Hints were often dropped by the 
Neighbou's to the Diſadvar tage of her Character ; 
and an elderly Maiden Lady, who lodged in the 
ſecond Floor, had given Warning; the Famil was 
diſtur bed at all Hours in the Night, and the Door 
was crowded all Day with Meſſengers and Viſitants 
to Flawilla, 

Ore Day, therefore the good Woman took an 
Opportaity to remonſtrate, though in the moft 
diſtant and reſpectful Terms, and with the utmoſt 
Diffidence and Caution. She told Hlavilla, That 
& ſhe was a fine young Lady, that her Huſband was 
« abrad, that ſhe kept a great dei] of Company, 
«and that the World was cenſorious: She wiſhed 
& that leſs Occaſion for Scandal was given; and 
i hoped to be excuſed the Liberty ſhe had taken, as 
i ſhe might be ruined by thoſe Slanders which could 
« have no Influence upon the great, and which, 
*« therefore, they were not ſolicitious to avoid.“ 

This Addreſs, however ambiguuus, and however, 
gentle, was eaſily underſtood and fiercely reſented, 
Flavilla, proud of her Virtue, and impatient of 
Controul, would have deſpiſed the Counſel of a Phi- 
lolopher, if it had implied an Impeachment of her 
Conduct: Before a Perſon fo much her Inecior, 
therefure, ſhe was under no Reftreint ; ſhe anſwered 
with a Mixture of Contempt and Ind:gaation, * That 
* thole oy Wo did not know her, would dare 
* to take any Liberty with her Character; and 
„warned her to propogate no ſcandalous Report at 
* her Peril,” Flavilla immediately ruſe from her 

Scat, 
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Seat, and the Woman departed without Reply, though {W# Im 
ſhe was ſcarce leſs offended than her Lodger, and fo! 
from that Moment ſhe determined when Mercan Ms the 
returned to give him Warning. | « ag; 
Mercator's Voyage was proſperous, and after an . wc 
Abſence of about ten Months he came back. The {Ms eit 
Woman, to whom her Huſband left the whole tic 
Management of the Lodgings, and who perſiſted in “ wc 
her Purpoſe, ſoon found an Opportunity to put it in del 
Execution, AMercater, as his Part of the Contract {MI de 
had been punctually fulfilled, thought he had ſome M 
Cauſe to be offended, and inſiſted to know her Rez. Wits V 
ſons for compelling him to leave her Houſe. Theſe No. 
his Hoſteſs, who was indeed a friendly Woman, r dil 
was very unwiiling to give; and as he perc:ived em 
that ſhe evaded his Queſtion, he became more (0. Wig! 
licitous to obtain an Anſwer. After much. Heſitze Wh (ho! 
tion, which perhips had a worle Effect than any eben 
Tale which Malice could have invented, ſhe told HOepa 
him, that Madam kept a great deal of Company, WW hi 
„ and often ſtaid out very late; that ſhe had always Meet 
< been uſed to Quiet and Regularity ; and was de- 
ce termined to let her Apartment to ſome Perſon in on 


& a more private Station.“ I 

At this Account Mercator changed Counterarce; I be 
for he inferred from it juſt as much more than Truth 
as he believed it to be leſs. After ſome Moments of 
Suſpenſe, he conjured her to conceal nothing from 
him, with an Emotion which convinced her ſhe had 
already ſaid too much, She then aſſured him,“ That 
„ he had no Reaſon to be alarmed; for that ſhe 
© had no Exception to the Lady, but thoſe Gaictics 
6 which her Station and the Faſhion ſoffici ni'y 
& authorized,” Mercator's Suſpicions, he wever, 
were not wholly removed ; and he began to think he 
had found a Confident whom it would be his Inte- 
reſt to truſt: He, therefore, in the Fol'y » his 
Jealouſy, confeſſed, that, He had ſome I) vits 


„concerning his Wife, which it was of the * 
; 66 Ine 
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oh Ms Importance to his Honour and his Peace to re- 
and , ſolve: He intreated. that he might continue in 
the Apartment another Year ; that, as he ſhould 
« gain leave the Kingdom in a ſhort Time, the 
an WM would ſuffer no Incident, which might conficm 
de either his Hopes or his Fears, to. eſcape her No- 
\ole M's tice in bis Abſence ; and that at his Return ſhe 
| in . would give him ſuch an Account as would at leaſt 
t in deliver him from the Torment of Suſpence, and 
act Ws determine his future Conduct.“ | 
me WW. Hercatur, however, concealed his Suſpicions from 
ea, Nis Wite 3 and, indeed, in her Preſence they were 
iſe Nogotten. Her Manner of Life he began ſeriouſly 
an, Wb diſapprove ; but being well acquainted with her 
ved WTlemper, in which great Sweetneſs was blended with 
; high Spirit, he would not embitter the Plzaſure of 
z ſhort 4770 Altercation, Chiding and Fears: But 
when her Mind was melted into Tenderneſs at his 


an 

0 Departure, he claſped her in an Extaſy of Fondneſs 
oy, e bis Boſom, and intreated her to behave with 
ays Wclerve and Circumſpection; “ Becauſe, ſaid he, 


know that my Father keeps a watchful Eye up- 
on your Conduct, which may therefore confirm 
#0 remove his Diſpleaſute, and either intercept or 
deſtow ) ſuch an Increaſe of my Fortune as will 
prevent the Pangs of Separation which muſt other- 
# wiſe ſo often return, and in a ſhort Time unite us 
to part no more,” To this Caution ſhe bad then 
„ Power to reply; and they parted with mutual 
oteltations of unalterable Love. 


The Story of FLAVILLA concluded. 


& he LAVILLA, ſoon aſter ſhe was thus left in a 
kind of Widowhood a ſecond "Time, found 


"ho Wee with Child; and within ſomewhat leſs than 
ubts Wit Months after Mercator's Return from his firſt 
moſt ſojage, ſhe happened to ſtumble as ſhe was going 
Im- 2 B vp 
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"up Stairs, and being immediately taken ill the will 1 
brought to Bed before the next Morning. Th K 
Child, though its Birth had been precipitated mo 
than a Month, was not remarkably ſmall, nor h 
any Infirmity which endangered its Life. 

Tt was now neceſſary that the Vigils of Whi 
22nd the Tumults of Balls and Viſits ſhould, ' for 
:while, be ſuſperided ; and in this Interval of Langu 
and Retirement, Flavilla ' firſt "became thoughtful 

She often reflected upon Mertator's Caution whe 
they laſt parted, which had made an ir deliable In 
preſſion upon her Mind, though it had p oduced 3 
"Alteration in her Conduct; notwithitanding t 
"Manner in which it was expreſſed, and the Reaſc 
upon which it was founded, ſhe began to fear that 
might have been ſecretly prompted by Jealouſy, T 
Birth therefore of her firſt Child, in his Abſen 
at a Time when, if it had not been premature, 
could not poſhbly have been his, was an Accide 
which greatly alarmed her: But there was yet aac 
ther, for which it was ſtill leſs in her Power 0 ar 
count, and which, therefore zlarmed her ſtill mort 

It happened that ſome Civilities which ſhe receiy 
"from a Lady who ſat next her at an Opera, a 
whom ſhe had never ſeen before, introduced a Con 
verſation, which ''ſo' much delighted her, that ( 
- gave her à preſſing Invitation to viſit her: This | 
vitation was accepted, and in a few Days the Viſit v 
paid. ' Flavilla was not leſs pleaſed at the ſecond I. 
terview, than ſhe had been at the firſt ; and withot 
making any other Enquiry concerning the Lady thi 
where ſhe lived, took the firſt Opportunity to v 
on her. The Apartment in which ſhe was recc1v: 
was the ground Floor of an elegant Houſe, at a im 
"Diſtance from St. Fames's. It happened that Flavil 
was placed near the Window); and a Party of 
' Horſe-Guards riding through the Street, ſhee 
© pected to ſee ſome of the Royal Family, and hai 
"threw up the daf. & Gentleman who was pa 
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r at the ſame, Inſtant, turned about at the Noiſe of, 
jc Window, a and Flavilla, no ſooner ſaw his Face. 
han ſhe knew him to be the Father of Mercator. 
after looking firſt ſtedfaſtly at her, and then glancing, 
is Eye at the Lady whom ſhe was viſiting, he af- 
kted a contemptuous Sneer and went on. Flavilla, 
wo had been thrown into ſome Confuſion, by the. 
** and unexpected Sight of a Perſon, whom, 
ey, conſidered her as the Niſgrace of his Family, 
10d Aide Rate of his Child, now changed Counte- 
once, and haſtily retired. to another Part of the 
om: She was touched both with Grief and 1 
xr at this ſilent Inſult, of which, however, ſhe. 
6d not then ſuſpect the Sa It is, indeed, pro- 
able, en up * of Mercator would no where 
have. looked. upon, ge W Complacency ; but an 
bon as he ſaw her Co nion, he recol ected that 
de was the favourite Mil reſs of a N. Courtier, 
pd that this Was. the 7 58 wh t her in 
Is" Splendor, . d been, 12 urns, 
Roſtitute ta many ot ppened that Flavilla 
When after this Accident, 1 d the Character of: 
or new, Acquaintance ; and never remembered by 
whom ſhe had been ſeen in her Company, without, | 
he utmoſt Regi et and Apprehenſion. 
e nom reſolved to move in a leſs Circle, and 
with more Circumſpection. In the mean Time he 4 
lttle Boy, whom, ſhe ſuckled, grew. very faſt; and 
it could no longer be known by his Appearance, that 
te had been. born too ſoon. His Mother frequently 
pred at him till her Eyes overflowed with Tears ; 
ind though her Pleaſures were now become domeſtic, 
jet ſhe feared leſt, that which had produced ſhould 
leſtroy them. After much Deliberation, ſhe deter- 
mined that ſhe would conceal the Child's Age from 
Its Father; believing it. prudent to prevent a Suſ- 
picion, which, however. ill founded, it mi t be dif- 
feult to remove, as her Juſtification would depend 
wholy upon the Teſtimony of her agent} and 
22 her 


292 The PrEASN SG IxSTRUC TOR. 


her Mother's and her ewn would neceſſarily become 
doubtful, when every one would have Reaſon to con- 
clude, that it would till have been the ſame ſuppoſing 
the contrary to have been true. 

Such woes the State of Flavilla's Mind, and her 
little Boy was fix Months old, when Mercator te. 
turned, She received him with Joy indeed, but it 
was mixed with a viſible Confuſion ; their Meeting 
was more tender, but on her Part it was leſs chear- 
ful ; ſhe ſmiled with inexprefſible Complaceney, but 
at the ſame Time the Tears guſhed from her Eyes, 
and ſhe was ſeized with an univerſal Tremor, Mir. 
cater caught the Infection; and carefſſed firſt his Fa. 
villa, and then his Boy, with an Exceſs of Fond. 
neſs and Delight that before he never had expreſſed, 
The Sight of the Child made him more than ever 
wiſh a Reconciliation with his Father ; and having 
heard at his firſt Landing, that he was dangerouſly 
ill, he determined to go immediately and attempt to 
ſee him, promiſing that he would return to Supper, 
He had, in the midſt of his Careſſes, more than once 
enquired the Age of his Son, but the Queſtion had 
been always evaded ; of which, however, he took ng 
Notice, nor Cid it produce any Suſpicion. 

He was now heſting to enquire after his Father; but 
as he paſſed through the Hall, he was offcioully laid 
hold of by his Landlady. He was not much diſpoſed 
to enquire how ſhe had fulfilled his Charge ; but 
perceiving by her Looks that ſhe had ſomething to 
communicate, which was at leaſt in her own Opi- 
nion of Importance, he ſuffered her to take him in- 
to her Parlour, She immediately ſhut the Door, 
and reminded him, that ſhe had undertaken an Of- 
fice with Reluctance which he had paſſed upon her; 
and that ſhe had done nothing in it to which he had 
not bound her by a Promiſe ; that ſhe was (xtreme- 
ly ſorry to communicate her Diſcoveries ; but that 
he was a worthy Gentleman, and indeed, ought to 


know them, She then told him, „ that the Child 
W Was 
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% was born within leſs than eight Months after his 
« laſt Return from abroad ; that it was ſaid to have 
e come before its Lime, but that baving preſſed to 
i (ce it, ſhe was refuſed. *” U his, indeed was true, 
and confirmed the good Woman in her Suſpicion ;* 
for Flavilla, who had till reſented the Freedom 
which ſhe had taken in her Remonſtrance, had kept 
her at a great Diſtance ; and the Servants, to gratif 
the Miltreſs, treated her with the utmoſt Inſolencë 
and Contempt. . | 

At this Relation Mercator turned pale. He 20 
recolieched, that his Queſtion concerning the Child's 
Birth had been evaded ; and concluded, that he had 
ſeen (bedding Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy over a- 
trumpet and a Baſtard who had robbed him of bis 
Patrimony, his Honour and his Peace. He ſtarted 
up with the furious Wildneſs of ſudden Phrenzy 3 
but ſhe with great D:fficulty prevailed upon him not 
to leave the Room. He fat down and remained 
ſome Time motionleſs, with his Eyes fixed on *. 
Ground, and bis Hands locked in each other. In 
Ploportion as be believed bis Wife to be guilty, his 
tenderneſs for his Father revived ; and he reſolved, - 


with yet greater Zeal, to proſecute his Purpoſe of - 


immediately attempting a Reconciliation. 

In this State of Confuſion and Diftreſs, he went 
to the Houſe ; where be learned that his Father had 
died early in the Morning, and that his Relations 
were then aſſembled to read his Will. Falvius, a 
Brother of Mercator's Mother, with whom be had 
always been a Favourite, happening to paſs from one 
Room to another, heard his Voice. He accoſted 
bim with great Ardour of Friendſhip 3 and ſoothing 
him with Expreſſions of Condolance and Affection, 
inſiſted to introduce him to the Company. Mercator 
tacitly conſented: He was received at leaſt with Ci- 
vility by his Brothers, and ſitting down among them, 
the Will was read. He ſeemed to liſten like the 
reſt; but was indeed, muſing over the Story Which 

9 he-- 
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he had juſt heard, and loſt in the Speculation of his 
own Wretchedneſs. He awaked as from a Dream, 
when the Voice of the Perſon who had been readin 
was ſuſpended ; and finding that he could no longer 
contain himſelf, he ſtarted up and would have left 
the Company. 
Of the Will which had been read before him, he 
knew nothing : But his Uncle believing that he was 
moved with Grief and Reſentment at the Manner in 
which he had been mentioned in it, and the Be- 
queſt only of a Shilling, took him into another 
Room ; and to apologize for his Father's Unkind- 
neſs, told him, „ That the Reſentment which he 
«« expreſſed at his Marriage, was every Day in- 
© creaſed by the Conduct of his Wife, whoſe Cha- 
tc racter was now become notoriouſly infamous; for 
| ©© that ſhe had been ſeen at the Lodgings of a known 
4 Profticute, with whom ſhe appeared to be well 
ct acquainted.” This Account threw Mercator in- 
to another Agony ; from which he was, however, 
at length recovered by his Uncle, who, as the only 
Expedient by which he could retrieve his Misfortune 
and ſooth his Diftreſs, propoſed that he ſhould no 
more return to his Lodgings but go Home with him; 
and that he would himſelf take uch Meaſures with 
his Wife, as could ſcarce fail of inducing her to ac- 
cept a ſeperate Maintenance, aſſume another Name, 
and trouble him no more. Mercator, in the Bitter- 
neſs of his Affliction, conſented to this Propoſal, and 
they went away together. 
Mercator, in the mean Time, was expected by 
Flavilla with the moſt tender Impatience, She had WF. 
put her little Boy to Bed, and decorated a mall 
Room in which thev had been uſed to ſup by them- 
ſelves, and whch-the had ſhut up in his Avience 
ſhe counted the Mom n's as the) pafled, and | ſten- 
ed to every Cariiage and every Step th-t ſhe 
' heard. Suvper was now ready : Her Impatience was 
mnereaſed; error was at length mingled with 85 
gre 3 
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fret, and her Fondneſs was only buficd to afflict her; 
he wiſhed, ſhe feared, ſhe accuſed, ſhe apologized, 
and (ſhe wept. In the Height of thoſe eager ExpeRas 
tions and this tender Difſtre(s, ſhe received a Billet 
which Mercater had been perſuaded by his Uncle to 


| write, in which he upbraided her in the ſtrongeſt 


Terms with abuſing his Confidence and diſhonour- 
ing his Bed; Ot this,” he ſaid, be had now ob- 


«4 tained ſufficient Proof to do Juſtice to himſelf, and 


« that he was determined to ſee her no more.” 

To thuſe, whoſe Hearts have not already ac- 
quainted them with the Agony which ſeized Flavilla - 
upon the Sight of this Billet, all Attempts to de'cribe 
it would be not only inefteEtua] but abſurd, Having 
paſſed the Ni ht without Sleep, and the next Day 


without Food, diſappointed in every Attempt to 


diſcov:r what was become of Mercator, and doubt- 
ing, if ſhe ſhould have found him, whether it would 
be poſſible to convince him of her Innocence; the 


violent Agitation of her Mind produced a flow Fever, 


which, betore ſhe conſidered it as a Diſeaſe, ſhe com- 
municated to the Child while ſhe cheriſhed it at her 
Boſom, and wept over it as an Orphan whoſe Life 
ſhe was ſuſtaining with her own, 

After Mercator had been «bſ:nt about ten Days, 
his Uncle, having perſuaded him to accompany ſome 
Friends to a Country Seat. at the Diſtance of. near 
ſixty Miles, went to his Lodgings-:n order to diſ- 
charg: the Rent and try what Lerms-he could 
make with Flavitla, whom he hoped to intimidate 
with Threats ot a Projtecu ion and Divorce; but 


When be came, te found that Flavilla was ſinking 


very faſt under her D:icsle, and that the Child was 
dead already. the Woman of the Huuic into 
whoſe Hend ſhe had juti put her repeating. Watch 
ard ff me other Ornaments as a Secu'it, for her 
Rent, was fo tauche with br + Diftiets, and fo fir m- 


ly p rivaded of her I nocence, by the Manne in 


Which ſhe addreflza ler, ad the calu Suennity 


with 
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with which ſhe abſolved thoſe by whom ſhe had been 
traduced, that as ſoon as ſhe had diſcovered Ful. 
vit s Buſineſs, ſhe threw herſelf on her Knees, and 
intreated, that i! he knew where Mercator was to be 
found, he would urge him to return, that it poſſible 
the Life of Flavilla might be preſerved, aud the 
Happineſs of both be reftored by her Juſtification, 
Fulvius, who ſtil! ſuſpected Appearances, or at leaſt 
was in Doubt of the Cawe that had produced them, 
would not diſcover his Nephew ; but after much En- 
treaty and Expoſtulation, at laſt engaged upon his 
Honour for the Conve ance of a Letier, The Wo- 
man, as ſoon as ſhe obtained this Promiſe, ran yy 
and communicated it to FHavilla; who, when fhe 
had recovered from the Surpriſe and Tumult which 
it occaſioned, was ſupported in her Bed, and in about 
Half an Hour, after many Efforts and many Inter- 
vals, wrote a ſhort Billet, which was ſealed and put 
into the Hands of Fuluius. 

Fulvius immediately incloſed and diſpatched it by 
the Poſt, reſolving that in a Queſtion ſo doubtful and 
of ſuch Importance, he would no farther interpoſe, 
Mercator, who the Moment he caſt his Eye upon the 
Letter knew both the Hand and Seal, after pauſing 
a few Moments in Suſpence, .at length tore it open, 
and read theſe Words: 

c Such has been my Folly, that, perhaps, I ſhould 
ce not be acquitted of Guilt in any Circumſtance, but 
&« thoſe in which | write. I do not, therefore, but 
„% for your Sake, wiſh them other than they are, 
« The dear Infant, whoſe Birth has undone me, 
© now lies dead at my Side, a Victim to my In- 
« diſcretion and your Reſentment. I am ſcarce able 
© to guide my Pen, But I moſt earneſt y entreat 
& to ſee you, that you 2 at leaſt have the Satis- 
& faction to hear me atteſt my Innocence with the 
6 laſt Sigh, and ſeal our Reconciliation on my Lips 
while they are yet ſenſible of the Impreſſion.” 


Mercator, whom: an. Earthquake would leſs have 
affected 


affected than this Letter, felt all his Tenderneſs re- 
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vive in a Moment, ard reflected with unutterable 
Anguiſh upon the Raſhneſs of his Reſentment, At 
the Thought of his Diſtance from London, he ſtatt- 
ed as if he had felt a Dagger in his Heart: He lifted 


up his Eyes to Heaven, with a Look that expreſſed at 


once an Accuſation of himſelf and a Petition for her; 
and then ruſhing out of the Houſe, without taking: 


Leave of any, or ordering a Servant to attend him, 


he tcok Poſt- Horſes at a neighbouring Inn, and in 
leſs than {1x Hours was'in Leiceſter- Fields. But not- 
withſtanding his Speed he arrived too late; Flavilla 
had ſuffered the laſt Agony, and her Eyes could be- 
hold him no more, Grief and Diſappointment, Re- 
morſe and Deſpair now totally ſubverted his Reaſon. 
It became neceſſary: to remove him by Force from 
the Body; and after a Confinement of two Years in 
a Mad-houfe, he died. x St if Gb. be 

May every Lady, on whoſe Memory Compaſſion 


ſhall record theſe Events, tremble to aſſume the Le- 
vity of Flavilla; for perhaps, it is in the Power of 


no Man in Mercator's Circumſtances,” to be leſs jea- 
lous than Mercator. | | 
n , 1 9 
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MixTH and FaiswooD Inconſiſtent. 
| Is to for the poor Renown of being ſmart | 


N. ould ftick a Dagger in his Brother's Heart? Young, 
Uring the laſt War, a Sea-faring Man courted 


a young Woman at Lime- houſe, whom he got 


with Child; ſoon after which he went to Sea and left 


her: He ſav'd ſome Money in the Meſt-Indies, where 


he ſtay*d about two Years, but could not be eaſy in 


his Mind on Account of ruining the young Woman. 
He left the Ship and ſome Weges that were due to 


him, and came Home with a Deſign to marry ber: 


Going into a public Houſe at Lime- houſe which he had 
formerly frequented, and enquiring after the young 
Woman, the Landlord ſaid, ſhe was alive and well, 
- and 
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and had a charming Boy; but {by Way of Humm, 


as tis call'd) told him too, that ſhe was married. 


Immediately on this, the poor Seamen left the Houſe, 


rambling; about he knew. not or, car'd not whither, 
and was pick'd.up by a Preſs-Gang, and ſent aboard 


a: Tender, where he hanged himſelf the very firſt 


Night: The News of this affected the young Wo- 


man ſo much that ſhe died ſoon after, and the poor 
Child was left on the Pariſh; nor did the Landlord, 
who was in Reality a good-natur'd Man, ever enjoy 


a Moment's Peace of Mind during the few. Y ears he 


lived. 


ä k by 1 * —— 
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On DISINGENUIT x. 
With ſoothing Wiles, be con my eaſy, Heart ; 
He 1 vocu d, — hut * vary the Smart ? 
Sure of all Fierds, the blackeſt cue can find, 
Ane thoſe, Ingrates «whe ſtab our Peace of Mind, R. 
F Penitence can lay claim to Pardon, and to con- 
feſs our Crimes. is any Kind of Attonement for 
them, the following true Narrative may plead-in my 
Behalf to an injured Woman, reconcile. me to my- 


ſeif, and reftore that Tranquillity of Mind, which L 


have, ſo lately forfeited by my own Folly and Indiſ- 
Crerion. 

You muſt know, that I am the Son of- an honeſt 
Tradeſman, was by him brought up at a public School, 
and from thence went to the Univerſity. Soon after my 
Arrival there, a Gentleman came down with his Fa- 
mily to enter his Son, who had been my Schocl- 
fellow, at one of the Colleges: They ſent for me, 
and deſited I would ſhew them the Univerſity; a 
Requeſt which I readily complied with, as it grati- 
fied my Vanity in being ſeen with his Daughter, a 
young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune, Advanta- 
ges which often ſupply the Want of every other real 
Good, but ſerved in her only to adorn the {:-perior 
Qualities of the Mind, and ſetoff 


ay 
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I ftrove to make their Time as agreeable as potti- 
ble, by that Afiduity which never fails to pleaſe, and 
all thoſe little Services which are ſute to conciliate 
Affection: I waited on my fair Viſitor, as you may 
imagine, with more than Ordinary Diligence, grati- 
fied her Curioſity by the Sight of every Thing that 
I thought worthy of her Attention, and endeavour- 
ed, by being uſeful, to make myſelf agreeable. 1 
ſucceeded ſo well, in ſhort, with'the whole Family, 
that when they left the Place, I received a preſſing 
Invitation from the Father to ſpend a Week with 
them in London. Accordingly I waited on them, and 
was received with great Politeneſs ; the Morning we 
chiefly ſpent in Diverſions within Doors, and in the 
Evening went to the Play. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of frequent Interviews with the young La- 
dy, in which I could not help paying that Tribute 
of Praiſe to her Accompliſhments which I knew the 
deſerved, and which I imagined ſhe expected; I 
ſpoke the Language of Love, without feeling the 
Power of it, and inſenſibly raiſed a Paſſion in her 
Breaſt, which was as yet a Stranger to my own. Lit- 
tle did 1 indeed at that Time imagine, that with an 
Intention merely to amuſe, I was laying Snares to de- 
ceive, and that whilſt I thought myſelf only playing 
the innocent Part of a fine Gentleman, I was under. 
mining the Peace of an amiable Woman, and deſtroy- 
ing the future Happineſs of a whole innocent Family. 
When I took my Leave, my Friend told me they 
would not conſent to part with me ſo ſoon, unleſs L 


would promiſe on the firſt Leiſure J had to return 


with which Propoſal I readily acquieſed. As I bad 
no great Deſire to change a Scene of Gaiety and Plea- 


ſure for the Gloom ot a College, the Reflection of it 
threw a Ar on my Features, which the Lad 


attributed to a different Cauſe, I fetched a deep 
digh at parting, and retired from her with a filent 
Sorrow, Which I aſterwards found had left a 


Iſtronger 
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ſtronger Impreſſion on ber Heart than all the fine 
Things I bad (aid, and confirmed her in the Opinion 
ſhe, had conceived of my inviglable Attachment to 
her. I returned to the Uniyerſity, Where my At- 
tention Was ſoan called off to ather Views, and my 
Thoughts fixed. on Objects of a, very different Na- 
ture; nor ſhould I, perhaps, from that, Hour have 


called xo Mind the now forgotten Fair one, had not 


a Letter which I received from her, about three 


Montps afterwards, greatly ſuipriſed and diſturbed 


me. She wyguld not, ſhe there informed me, have 

N. preicribed Forms of het Sex, but 
that, as ſhe well knew my. Deſigns were honourable, 
and, nothing, but my own Diffidence had concealed 


them, ſhe, looked on herſelf as bound in Honour to 


let me, know that they would be acceptable to her; 
that, it would appear like Affectation in her to ſup- 

oe I bad meant merely to flatter and amuſe her 
and as ſhe bad ſpared me the Confuſion of firſt men- 


tioning this, ſhe hoped I would ſoon come to a more 
clear Explanation.” In a Poitſcript ſhe added, 
„That ler Father was a Man who had, what we call, 


ſeen the World, was determined to marry her at all 
Events, up to her Rank ; and,choſe rather to ſee her 
ſplendiclv miſerable, than, obſcurely, happy: That: 


_ unleſs I ſaved her, ſhe was ruined ;- and that a ſhort 


Time muſt determine. ker Fate.” 


I need not tell you how I was confounded, to find 


myſcl; involved in an Intrigue, before ] had ſo much 
as once thought ſeriouſly upon it. I therefore an- 
ſwered her in the mutt ſubmiſſive Manner I could; 
repreſenting to her, that it would be the highett In- 


. gratitude, in me to marty the Daughier of a Man who 


had ſhewn me iuch vncommon Civilities, without his 


Conlent; befi. cs, that ihe Diſparity of our Fortunes 


muſt be an unturmountable Obſtacle to a thinking 
Pęrſon; that ſhe might one Day or other reproach 
me with Breach of I ruſt herſelt, or inſult me on Ac. 
count. of that very Inequality which ſhe now ſeemed 
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to. diſregard ; that in ſuch a Caſe, the Deſire of ple; 
hi 


muſt ſink into the Fear of offending, and thus 
X an End to all her viſionary Schemes of lafti 
Hippinefs : that I was ſqixy the had ſp much mi- 
oak my Behaviour as to attribute that toLove which 
# but the Effect of Gallagtry, I then talked to her 
of a Prieft and 'Marriage in the Language of Lot ho- 
ie; and concluded by adviſing her, tor both our 
kes, to think no more of it. 

This, you may imagine, was an Anſwer which 
whilſt my Hand wrote it, my Heart very ſeverely re- 
proached me for. I could not but tagitly blame my- 
ſelf for that particular Regard and Attachment to 
her, which I had formerly expreſſed, and was not 
determined, whether 1 ſhould not make a little ſe- 
nous Love to her the very next rtynity ; hen, 
in the Midſt of the ſRefleRions, received the fol- 
lowing Letter, which beſt can tell the Story of her 
Maforrune, and expoſe the Weakneſs of my paft 
Cond . | 3 

« It is over, and I am a Slaye ! yet the only Hour 
that I can call my own, I give to you, the only one 
that a Huſband's, Authority has not a Right to inter- 
rupt, To ſym up all my Miſeries in a Word, know 
my Father has this Morning given me up to Sorrows 
and Mr.. Alas! what deluſive Viſions of Feli- 
city did not ,your flattering Tongue once give me 
nd Leave to form? Such as no Turn of Fortitude can 
ch Fin recall.— I tremble to think what a Huſband's 

Rage may not inflict, when he finds, inſtead of the 
Happineſs he expected, 1o poor an Entertainnient as 
Love compelled will afford him. It is impoſſible for 
different” Maſters to ſhare one poor Heart: With me 
be might enjoy as much as the un willing Victim to 
brutal Violence, and have as warm a Return of Fond- 
nels from the ſheeted Dead. But what am I ſayin 
and to whom? Io him who has robbed me of my 
Peace] Can he now dry up thoſe Tears which him- 
felt alone could bid to low? Or, can he heal thoſe 
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Wounds which himſelt has made? But the work: ; 
paſt ; all the Paſſions that have racked me ſince I r 
ceived your laſt, are huſhed ; and what little Spiri 
remains will ſoon give Way to the filent eating Sor 
row that muſt ſoliow this. Think that you hay 
robbed me of What not all my Fortune can purchaſe 
for me, nor the whole World beſide hath Power i 
beſtow. Ever ſince I was taught to form a Wiſh, 
it was that of being a happy Mother, and a tende 
Wife, I may now have a Child whom his Father's 
Vices will exclude from that Exceſs of Fondnef 
- which I ſhould otherwiſe have poured over it ; and 
you know two well his Character io hope any Altera. 
tion in him: And yet this Man my Religion hence. 
f.rward binds me to be true to, and obey. Fare. 
well! and know, however, I condemn. your Con- 
duct, that would my Brother, jealuus of his Honou 
as he is, this Moment revenge me, I had rather for. 
give than reſent it, Live then and be happy ; and 
may that Happineſs never be ſuſpended a Moment 
the Remembrance of her whom your Falſhood has 
made for ever miſerable.” | 
If your Heart has not already informed you what 
J felt on this, it will be needleis to tell you how ſe- 
verely I now accuſe my own weak Conduct; nor ein 
I ſoon forgive myſelf the wanton ſacrifice of Youth, 
Innocence, Beauty, and Vii tue, to faſhionable Levity 
and polite Per fidiouſneſs. It is I that have given the 
Wound inflicted by her Father a decper Smart, though 
it is hiniſelf who bas made that Miſery laſting. I can 
only wiſh this may be a uſeful Leſſon to warn all 
young Gentlemen, my Fellow Profligates, never to 
expreſs a particular Regard where they have not ſeri. 
ous I houghts of Love; and to teach Parents whom 
Heaven has bieſt with dutiful Children, rather to make 
them happ than great z or by their Authority, vever 
to violate thoſe Hearts which they have only a Right 
to guide. | 


On 
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| On the Jusrice of PROVIDENCE: | 


Al Nature is but Art es to thee, 
All Chance, Direlon aid thx cam fe at ſe; 2 
All Diſcor d, Harmony not underſtood, | - - © + YT” F 
All partial Evil, univerſal G:: | 17 
And Spite of. Pride, in ers ing Reaſon's Site, 
One Truth is clear. l hatever is is rigbt. Pope. 
OZALDAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſecurely 
for many Years in the ſilken Pavilions of Plea- 
we, and had every Morning anointed his Head with 
de Oil of Gladneſs, when his only Son Abram, for . 
dom he had crouded his Treaſures with Gold, ex- 
ended his Domigions with Conqueſts, and ſecured 
hem with impregnable Fortrefles, was ſuddenly -- 
wounded, as he was hunting, with an Arrow from an 
unknown Hand, and expired in the Fiel 
Bizaldab, in the Deſt raction of Grief and Deſpair, - 
eſuſed to return to his Palace, and retired to the 
bomieſt Grotto in the neighbouring Mountain: 
He there rolled himſelf on the Duſt, tore away the 
Hairs of his hoary Head, and daſhed the Cup of Con- 
blation that Patience offered him to the Ground- 
bat He ſuffered not his Miniſtrels to approach his Pre- 
ſe· ¶ fence ; but liſtened to the Screams of the melancholy 
Birds of Midnight, that flit through the ſolitary 
Vaults and echoing Chambers of the Pyramids. Can 


the Soul, as from an Ambuſh, wich unexpected 
dorro ws, and cruſhes his Creatures in a Moment 
vith irtemediable Calamity ? Ye lying Imans, prate 
o us no more of the Juſtice and the Kindneſs of an 
il directing and all- loving Providence ! He, whom 
je pretend reigns. in Heaven, is ſo far from protect- 
Ing the miſerable Sons of Mien, that he perpetually 
&lights to blaſt the ſweeteſt Flowerets in the Gar- 
den of Hope; and, like a malignant Giant, to beat 
down the ſtrongeſt Towers of Happineſs with the 
Iron Mace of his Ang.. If this Being poſſeſſed the 
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that God be beneyolent, he cried, who thus wounds 
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Goodneſs and the Power wich which flattering 
Prieſts have inveſted him, he would doubtleſs be in- 
clined and enabled to baniſſi thoſe Evils which ren. 
der the World a of Diſtreſs, a Vale of Va- 
nity and Woe.—I will continue in it no longer! 

At that Moment be furiouſly raifed his Hand, 
which Deſpair had armed with x Dagger, to ftrite 
deep into his Boſom; when fuddenſy thick Flaſhes 
of Lightning ſhot through the Cavern, and a Bring 
of ntore than human Beauty and Magnitude, array- 
ed in azure Robes, crowned with Amaranth, and 


wiving a Branch of Palm in his Right-hand, arreſt. | 


ed the Arm of the trembling and aſtoniſhed Caliph, 
and ſuid with a majeftic Smile, Follow me to the 
Top of this Mountain.” 
« Look from hence, ſaid the awful Conductor, 
I am Calas, the Angel of Peace; look from hence 
Bezaldab opened his Eyes and beheld a barren, 
ſultry, and folitary Ifland, in the Midft of which (at 
a pale, meagre, and ghaſtiy Figure: It was a Merchant 


juſt periſhing with Famine, and lamenting that he 


could find neither wild Berries nor a ſingſe Sprig in 
this forlorn uninhabited Deſart; and begging the 
Protection of Heaven againſt the Tygers that would 
now certainly deftroy him, ſince he had conſuz:zL 
the laſt Fuel he had collected to make nightly Fires 
to affright them. He then caſt a Caſket of Jewel; 
on the Sand, as Trifles of no Uſe : and crept feeble 
and trembling to an Eminence, where he was ac- 
cuſtomed to fit every Evening to watch the ſetting 
Sun, and to give a Signal to any Ship that might hap- 
ly approach the Iſland. 

e {nhabitant of Heaven, cried Bozaldab, ſuffer 
not this Wretch to periſh by the Fury of wild 
Beafts.”” Peace, faid the Angel, and obſerve.” 

He looked again, and behold a Veſſel arrived at 
the deſolate Iſle. What Words can paint the Rap- 
ture of the ſtarving Merchant, when the Captain 

; 8 or- 
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red to tranſport. him to his native country's. i he 
would reward him with half the Jewels, of- his Caſs: 
tet, No ſooner had this pitileſs Commander rect i- 
ved the ſtipulated Sum, than he held a Conſultation, 
with, the, Crew, and they agreed to ſeize the remains». 
ing Jewels, and leave the unhappy Exile in the ſame 
Abies and lamentable Condition in which they diſ- 
covered him. He wept and trembled, intreated and 
mplored in van. 

© Will Heaven permit ſuch lnjuſtice to be practi- 
ſed,” exclaimed Bozaldab ? Look again, ſaid tl e 
Angel, and behold the very Ship in which, ſh t- 
lighted as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the Merchant migt t. 
ek, daſhed in Pieces on a Rock; doſt thou nat; 
hear the Cries of the ſinking; Sailors! Prefume not to 
ſitect the Governor of the, Univerſ; in his Diſpoſal cf 
Events. The Man whom thou haſt pitied ſhall be ta- 
k:n from this dreary Solitude, but not by the Methed 
tou would'ſt preſcribe., His Vice was Avarice, Ly 
which he becamg not vniy aboq; inable but wretched 33 
he fancied ſome, mighty Charm in Wealth, which. 
like the Want of Aodiel, would eratify eyery With. 
and obviate every Fear. This Wealth he has now 
been taught not only to deſpiſe but abhor ; He caſt his 
ſewels upon the Sand. and con'efſed them to be uſe- 
E,; he offered Part of them to the Mariners, and” 
perceived them to be pernicious; he has now learned, 
that they are rendered uſeful or vain, good or vile, 
only by the Situation and Temper of the Puff ffor. 
Happy is he whom Diſtreſs has taught Wiſdom ! But 
turn thineEy es to another andmore inter-ſtingScene,”” 

The Caiph:inftantly beheld a magmhcem ralace” 
do ned wit“ Statues of his Anceſtors wrough n, 
Japer; the Ivory Doors of wb ech, turning on Hin- 
ves of the Gold of Golconda, d diſcovered a Throne of 
Dixmond., wrroun ed with the Ei s of, fic. Na- 
uns, os with ; \mbafla. ors in various Habis and 
& « F-r1ent Cuniplecti ns; on which ſat Aboram E. 
mu h amenied don of 5:zaldeb, und by ius d 
Punccls fairer than an Huri. 
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Gracious Alla I— It is my Son, cried the Ca- 
tipb, O let me hold him to my Heart?“ 6 Thou 
canſt not graſp an unſubſtantial Viſion, replied the 
Angel: I am now ſhewing thee what would have 
been the Deſtiny of thy Son, had he continued 
longer on the Earth.“ And why, returned By. 
zaldab, was he not permitted to continue? Wh 
was I not ſuffered to be a Witneſs of ſo much Feli. 
city, and Power? Conſider the Sequel,” replied he 
that dwells in the fifth Heaven Bozaldab looked ear- 
neſtly, and ſaw the Countenance of his Son, on 
which he had been uſed to behold the placid Smile of 
Simplicity, and the vivid Bluſhes of Health, now 
diſtorted with Rage, and now fixed in the Inſenſi- 
bility of Drunkenneſs: It was again animated with 
Diſdain, it became pale with Apprehenſion, and ap- 
peared to be withered by Intemperance ; his Hands 
were ſtained with Blood, and he trembled by Turns 
with Fury and Terror. The Palace fo lately ſhining 
with Oriental Pomp, changed ſuddenly into the Cell 
of a Dungeon, where his Son lay ftretched out on a 
cold Pavement gagged and bound, and his Eyes put 
out. Soon after he perceived the favourite Sultana, 
who before was ſeated by his Side, enter with a Bowl 
of Poiſon, which ſhe compelled Aboram to drink, 
and afterwards married the Succeſſor to his Throne. 

« Happy, ſaid Caloc, is he whom Providence hay 
by the Angel of Death ſnatched from Guilt ! from 
whom that Power is withheld, which, if he had poſ- 
ſeſſed, would have accumulated upon himſelf yet 
greater Miſery than it could make upon others.“ 

« Tt is enough, cried Bezaldab ; I adore the in- 
ſcrutable Schemes of Omniſcience !—From what 
dreadful Evil has my Son been reſcued, by a Death 
which I raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and prema- 

re ! A Death of Innocence and Peace, which has 
bleffed his Memory upon Earth, and tranfmitted his 
Spirit to the Skies.“ | 

« Catt away this Dagger, replied the heaven 


2 
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a: Meſſenger, which thou waſt preparing to plunge in- 
wu do thine own Heart. Exchange Complaint for Si- 
he: lence, and Doubt for Adoration. Can a Mortal look 
ve BE down, without Giddineſs and Stupefaction, into tha 
ed  wſt Abyſs of eternal Wiſdom ? Can a Mind that 
. I fees not infinitely, perfeAly comprehend any Thing 
iy I among an Infinity of Objects mutually relative ? Can 
i. W the Channel, which thou commandeſt to be cut to 
he BW receive the annual Inzundation of the Nil contein 
r- © the Waters of the Ocean? Remember that perf & 
on BM Happineſs cannot be conferred on a Creature; for- 
of perfect Happineſs is an Attribute as incommunicable 
w a perfect Power and Eternity.“ i 
fie The Ange, while he was ſpeaking thus, ſtretch- 
th ed out his Pinions to fly back to the Empyreum, and 
p- the Flutter of tis Wings was like the Ruſhing of a 
ds Cataract, 
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Ne FRIENDS among the WickkEn. 
Me Blifs of Friendſhip, Vice can never kno ; 


— — 


. Villains having made a conſiderable Booty 
at a ſmall Diſtance from à Country Town, 
agreed (as it was not expedient for all three to enter 
the Town together) that ane of them only ſhould 
go and buy Proviſions, and bring them to the Place of 
Rendezvous in a Wood, Whilſt he was gone, the 
Two who were left conſulted together, and in order 
; to enlarge their Share of the Booty, determined ta 
in IF kill their Comrade as ſoon as he ſhoold return with 
ir Food. This was executed ; but their murdered 
mpanion who had formed preciſely the ſame De- 
fen againſt them, had, after ſatisfying bis own Ap- 
has petite, poiſoned the Food he brought them.—Thy3 


Wey all died by the Treaghery of each other. 


81 


From Virtue 4 Fount alone that Stream muſt flow, R. 


* The PIRANSNS IngrRUCTOR.* 
SELECT. "THOUGHTS. | 


E w take — to lire ell but many to live- 
F lung ; though it is in every Bod) 's Power to do 
the ſotmet, but in no Man's Power to do the latter. 
The firſt Requiſite in Convertation is Truth; the 
ſecond, Senle ; the third, . Waden 3 and the 
fourth, Wit. | 
{ Slanderers are like Flies; they paſs over the gocd 
Parts of a Man, and indulge on his Sores. 
Keen Glances of Cenſure proceed generally from 
a dark involved Temper, like Flaſhes of Lightning 
from a gloomy Sky, 
| Tboſe who blow the Coals of others Strife, may 
| chance to have the Sparks fly in their own Face, 
| Words are like Arrows, and ſhould not be ſhot at 
Random. 
The Poor are ſeldomer ſick for Want of Food, 
than the Rich are by the Exceſs of it. | 
"Thoſe who are of Opinion that Money will do | 
every hing, may be reaſonab)y ſuſpected te do eve- 1 


ry Thing for Money. to! 
A good Conſcience is to the Soul, what Health i is | 
to t! Ee Body. upo 
Content is natural Wealth, and Luxury is artif- f 


cial Poverty. 

A Liar is 4 Coward to Man, and a Bravo to his 
God. 
_ Kirg Henry the Fourth of France (to recommend 
Aﬀavility and Good- nature) uſed to ſay, that one 
Dr-p of Honey attracts more Flies than a Spoonful 


of V. Negar. on! 
It is eaſier to praiſe People into Virtue, than rail / 
them (ur of Vice of 


A ſure Way to pleaſe in Company, is to ſeem ¶ ou 
pr aſed with your Company. | . 
Poitént ss conſiſts ur being eaſy yourſelf and mz. in 


king Others lo.. anc 
Y © : We eye 


The Press Nr ron. 30% 
We may be as good as we pleaſe, if we pleaſe to. 


. > are ſo empty, as thoſe who are full of theme 
cs, ; 


Deſpiſe not Advice even of the meaneſt: The. 
Cackling of Geeſe preſerved the Roman State, 
I! Habits are eaſier conquered To-day than To- 
morrow. 
A Knave may gain more than an honeſt Man for 
cd I z Day, but the honeft Man will gain more than the 
MW Enave in the Year. 
m If a Coat be ever ſo fine that a Fool wears, it is 
ng Wl fall but a Fool's Coat, | 
Deſpiſe not an Enemy though ever ſo weak; but ill 


ay ng 4 that the Lion may periſh by the Puncture of | 

an P- ny 

at In Courts and Cities we are entertained with the 4 

Works of Men, in the Country with the Works of ji 

d, Cd: One is the Province of Art, the other of Na- 1 
| 


ure. 
do They worſhip God heft who reſemble him ml. 1 
- Paſfions are the Gales of Life ; and it is our Part 4 
to take Care they do not riſe into a Tempeſt. | 
is To be angry, is to revenge the Faults of others 1 
upon ourfelves. | 1 
fi- Point not at the Faults of others with a foul Fin- 


his 7 the Devil catches a Man idle, he generally ſets | | 
him to Work. 14 

nd If we did not flatter ourſelves, Flattery from others WII 
ne would have no Effect. 1 
ful When Men grow virtuous in their old Age, they 1 
| only make a Sacrifice to God of the Devil's Leavings. 151 
ail The Careſſes of bad Men reſemble the Fawning Mi 


of a Greyhound, which, while he ſhews his Love, 

m I fouls you with his Paws. 
Envy is a certain Acknowledgment of Superiority 
Jas in the Perſon envied :—Of all Vices, *tis the baſeſt | 
and meaneſt :—And the Breaſt of the envious Man l 
Ve If ever contains a Hell. We l 
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"We ſhould never deſpiſe People for want of na- 
tural Parts, but for making a wrong Uſe of them; 
thus, if a Man walks lame he is pitied, if he dance 


lame he is laughed at, N N 
1. 0 Perſons are ſo very ehliging, that they never I © f 
0 ge. 2 | | . 


A malignant Praiſe has always been the moſt ſuc. 
cefsful Vehicle to infinuate Slander, as Poiſon is ne- 
ver more artfully conveyed than in Perfume. 

(Part of an Epitaph.) What I poſſeſs is leſt to 
others; what I give to the Poor remains with me. 

Wiſdem's beſt School is Adverſity : Proſperity way 
painted by the Ancients like a Harlot, quite blind, 
on the Brink of a frightful Precipice. | 
The voluptuous Man ſtands in the Market to be 
bought and fold. - 1 

Procraſtination is the Thief of Time. 

Induſtry is the True Phileſopher's Stane. 

He that injures One, threatens an Hundred. 

Tongues are like Race-Horſes, which run the faſt- 
er, the leſs Weight they carry. 

When Socrates was told that bis Judges had ſen- 
tenced him to Death: And hath. not Nature (ſaid 
he) paſſed the ſame Sentence upon them? 

1 ha Perſon hath juſt as much Pride as he wants 
nſe, 


He who ſwears, tells us his bare Word is not to be 
credited. | An 5 G 
True Modeſiy is aſhamed of every Thing that is P 
criminal; falſe Medty of every Thing that is un- 
fashionable. 

W ten C:mpliments were leſs in Faſhion, Sincerity 
w2s more eſteemed. | 
Nature has wiſely furniſhed us with two Ears and 
but one Tongue; a moſt uſeful Leſſon if rightly at- A 

tende to e 
Thoſe who ſear God the maſt, feat Men the leaf, 
Living Higb brings Men Low, ", 
A Dcfire of appearing witty is the moſt certain FF 
Method of preventing it. He 
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He keeps the beſt Table who has the moſt valua- 
ble Company at it. | | . 


A Head, like a Houſe when crammed too full, and 
no regular ():der obſerved in the placing what is in 
it, is only littered, inſtead of being furniſhed, 1» 
The, ancient Grecians uſed to puniſh with dauble 
S:yerity Crimes done in Drunkennefs ; firſt, for de- 
baſing themſelves below tie bruts-Creation ; and ſe- 
condly, for the Crime r +” 8 
It is remarkable that the moſt docile and ſenſible of 
all Animals (the El-phant) is the moſt temperate and 
ab/lemious ;, as on he contrary, the moſt /ftupid and 
ferbi--aing (the Swine) is the moſt gluttanous and vo- 
. K 
Thoſe who boaſt of the Light within, ate generally 
dark and gloomy without; and may juſtl; be compar'd 
to dark Lantharns. | 
There is a great Diff:rence between praying and 
ſaying one's Prayers, a 
I never knew a proud Man that was not ill-· natured, 
nor an ill natured Man that was not proud. 
Bigots of all Kinds, whether Profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian, Jewiſh, or Mabometan Religion, differ in 
nothing but the Name; for though at firſt ſetting 
out they ſcem to take quiet different W aye, yet like 
Travellers in a Circle, notwithſtanding they ſet for- 
ward Back to Back, they i00a meet and join in the 
oppoſite Part of the Circle. Wy 
It is uſual in Turkey, by Way of Reproach, to 
blacken the Front of thote Perſons Houſes who are 
notorious for Tale-bearing, or propogating Faſſboo a: 
If that were the Caſe with us, what a di/mal Figure 
would moſt of the Towns in England make? 
Nothing can be honourable that is not viriuous ? 
Among the Romans, the Entrance to the Temple of 
Hintur always lay through the Temple of Virtue. 
Example is a Lefſn all can read. 9 
| No Man can be ſaid to die ſuddenly who has live] 
ong. 


I 
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I de do not govern our Paſſians, we may be dure 


ji x Jon will govern us. 6 
# Tboſe who are given to tell A they know, gene- 
willy el er- than they know. — 
The Man who loves not Praiſe, will ſcarce do any 
Thing to deterve it. 3 ** 

We ſhauld not talk to, pleaſe ourſelves, but thoſe 
Who hear us. 

Obſtinate People are never ſo much ſo, as when 


: 


He who is end of giving Advice, wants it himſelf. 
Adviee ſhould fall as a Deu, not overwhelm. as:2 
We feel what we, fear, much more than what we 

really faſſer . | 

Hard to be pleaſed and eaſy to be di/pleas'd, is an 
odious Character. 

The meaneſt Way of praiſing ourſelves, is finding 
Fault with otbers. 

The Man who is aſham'd of being per, would be 
proud if he were rich. ; 

When we ſpeak of the Dead, we ſhould tread 
ſoftly over their Graves. 

Praiſe Children for being Pretty, and they will 
endeavour to be Beautiful: Praiſe them for being 
Good, and they will endeavour to be F:riugus. 

Auarice is of all Characters the moſt oppoſite to 
that of the A/mighty 3 whoſe alone it is, to give and 


not receive. 2 
a good Word, deſerve 


Thoſe who give no-body 
no-body's good Word. 

An affected Gravity that covers Folly is like a 
waſhed Shilling that paſſes for a Guinea till it comes 
to be tri | | | 
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1 may aſſert Eternal Providence, 


And juſtify the Ways of God ts Man, Wiiltow: 


TAR in a Wild, unknown to public View, 
From Youth to Age a rev'rend Hermit grew 3 

he Moſs his Bed, the Cave his humble Cell, 

His Food the Fruits, his Drink the cryſtal Well. 

Remote from Man, with God he paſs'd his Days, 

Pray'r all his Bus'neſs, all his Pleaſure Praiſe. 


ng A Life ſo ſacred, ſuch ſerene Repoſe 

Seem'd Heav'n itſelf, till one Suggeſtion reſe ; 
be © That Vice ſhould triumph, Virtue Vice obey, 

This ſprung ſome Doubt of Providence's Sway. 
ad His Hopes no more a certain ProſpeA boaſt, 

| And all the Tenor of his Soul is loſt : 
vill W So when a ſmooth Expanſe receives-impreſs'd 
ing WW Calm Nature's Image on its wat'ry Breaſt, 

Down bead the Banks, the Trees depending grow, 
© And Skies beneath with anſwering Colours glow ; 
ud WF But if a Stone the gentle Sea divide, 

Swift ruffling Circles curl on ev'ty Side, 
And glimm'ring Fragments of a broken Sun; 
Banks, Trees, and Skies in thick Diſorder run. 


To clear this Doubt, to know theWor'd by Sight, 
To find if Books or Swains report it right, 
(For yet by Swains al ne the World he knew, 
Wut Feet came wand' ing o'er the nightly * 
i | 
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He quits his Cell; the Pilgrim's Staff he bore, 
And fix'd the Scallop in his Hat before; 
Then with the Sun a Riſing- Journey went, 
Sedate to think, and watching each Event, 


The Morn was waſted in the pathleſs Graſs, 
And long and loneſome was the Wild to paſs : 
But when the ſouthern Sun had warm'd the Day, 
A Youth came poſting o'er a crofling Way; 

His Raiment decent, his Complexion fair, 

And ſoft in graceful Ringlets wav'd his Hair. 
Then near approaching, Father, hail, he cry'd ; 
And hail, my Son, the rev'rend Sire reply'd ; 
Words follow'd Words, fromQueſtion Anſwer floyw'd, 
And Talk of various Kinds, deceiv'd the Road; 
»Till each with other pleas'd, and loath to part, 
While in their Age they differ, join in Heart ; 
Thus ftands an aged Elm in Ivy bound, 

Thus youthful Ivy claſps an Elm around. 
But here the Youth enjoin'd the eager Sire, 
Who into hidden Truths did much enquire 
If he'd in Silence each Event behold, 

He would to him ſome wond'rous Things unfold, 
Agreed and now the cloſing Hour of Day 
Came onward, mantFd o'er with ſober Grey; | 
Nature in Silence bid the World repoſe . WW 
When near the Road' a ftatly Palace roſe : The 
There by the Moon, thro* Ranks of Trees they pak, 4 80 
Whoſe Verdure crown'd their ſloping Sides of Grak, And 
It chanc'd the noble Maſter of the Dome War 
Still made his Houſe the wand' ring Stranger's Home, To | 
Yet ſtill the Kindneſs, from a Thirſt of Praiſe, Tw 


Prov'd the vain Flouriſh. of expenſive Eaſe. And 
The Pair arrive, the livery'd Servants wait Its C 
Their Lord receives em at the pompous Gate, Unk 
The Table groans with coftly Piles of Food, As 
And all is more than hoſpitably good, Fiore 


Then led to Reſt, the Day's long Toil they drown, I The 
Deep ſunk in Sleep, and Silk, and Heaps of Dn had: 
| . Mt 
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At length tis Morn, and at the Dawn of Day 
Along the wide Canals the Zephirs play; 
Freſh o'er the gay Parterres the Breezes creep, 
And ſhake the neighbouring Wood, to baniſh Sleep. 
Up riſe the Gueſts obedient to the Call; 
an early Banquet deck'd the ſplendid Hall; 
Rich luſcious Wine a golden Goblet grac'd, 
Which the kind Maſter forc'd his Gueſts to taſte g 
Then pleas'd and thankful from the Porch they go 3 
„Ind, but the Landlord, none had Cauſe of Woe ; 
nis Cup was vaniſhed ; for in ſecret Guiſe 
be younger Gueſt purloin'd the glittering Prize. 

No on they paſs—when far upon the Road, 

The wealthy Spoil the wiley Partner ſhew'd.. 


As one who ſpies a Serpent in his Way, 

Gliſt'ning and baſking in the Summer-ray z 
Diſorder'd ftops, to ſhun the Danger near, 
Then walks with Faintneſs on, and looks with Fear: 
do ſeem'd the Sire, he walk'd with trembling Heart, 
And much he wiſh'd, but durſt not ask to part: “ 

J. N Murm'ring, he lifts his Eyes, and thinks it hard, 
That gen'rous Actions meet a baſe Reward. 


While thus they paſs, the Sun his Glory ſhrouds, 
The changing Skies hang out their ſable Clouds: 
oa, Sound in Air preſag'd approaching Rain, 
> af And Beaſts to Coverts ſcud acroſs the Plain. 
Warn'd by the Signs, the wand'ring Pair retreat, 
To ſeek for Shelter at a neighb'ring Seat: 
'Twas built with Turrets on a riſing Ground, 
And ſtrong, and large, and unimprov'd around; 
Its Owner's Temper, tim'rous and ſevere, 
Unkind and griping, cans'd a Deſart there. 


As near the Miſer's heavy Door they drew, 
Fierce riſing Guſts with ſudden Fury blew | 
Wis The nimble Light'ning mix'd with Show'rs began, ; 
wr And o'er their Heads loud rolling Thunder ran, | 


2 D 2 Here 
On Account of his Promiſe at bis firſt ſetting out. 


ome, 
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Here knock, but knock or call in vain, 
Driv'n by the Wind, and batter'd by the Rain. 
At length ſome Pity warm'd the Mafter's Breaft ; 
Tua then his Threſhold firſt receiv'd a Gueſt.) 
Slow creaking turns the Door with jealous Care, 
And Half he welcomes in the ſhiv'ring Pair; 
One frugal Faggot lights the naked Walls, 
And Nature's Fervor thro? their Limbs recalls : 
Bread of the coarſeſt Sort, with dead ſmall Beer 
(Each hardly granted) ſerv'd them both for Cheer; 
And when the Tempeſt firſt appeat'd to ceaſe, 
A ready Warning bid them part in Peace. 


With ftill Remark the pond'ring Hermit view'd 
In one ſo rich, a Life ſo poor and rude ; 
And why ſhould ſuch (within himſelf he cry'd) 
Lock the loſt Wealth a Thouſand want beſide ? 
But what new Marks of Wonder ſoon take Place, 
In ev'ry ſetting Feature of his Face! 
When from his Veſt the young Companion bore 
That Cup, the gen*rous Landlord own'd before; 
And paid profuſely with the precious Bowl 
The ftinted Kindneſs of his churliſh Soul: 
Juſt ſunk to Earth, the Miſer in Surpriſe 
. Receiv'd the glitt'ring Gift with ſtartled Eyes; 
But e er he could recover from his Fright 
The generous Gueſts were gone quite out of Sight, 


Now the brisk Clouds in airy Tumults fly, 
The Sun emerging ope's an 2Zzure Sky; 
A freſher Green the ſmelling Leaves diſplay, 
And glitt'ring as they tremble cheer the Day. 
While hence they walk, thePilgrim's Boſom wrought 
With all the Travel of uncertain Thought; 
His Partner's Act without their Cauſe appear,“ 
*T was there a Vice, but ſeem'd a Madneſs _ 


® To ſteal the Cup from the moſt generous Man, and gave it to 
2 Wretch that would ſcarce admit them within his Gates, 


t. 


ght 
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Deteſting that, and pity ing this, he goes,ĩ 
Loft and confounded with the various Shows. 42 val 


Now Night's dim Shades again involve the ky, 
Again the Wand'rers want a Place to lie, 44 
Again they fearch and find a Manſion nigh.- F 
The Soil improv'd around the Manſion neat, - 

And neither poorly low nor idly great: 
It ſeem'd to ſpeak its Maſter's Turn of Mind, 
Content, and (not for Praiſe but Virtue) kind. 


Hither the Walkers turn with weary Feet, 
Then bleſs the Manſion and the Maſter greet; 
Their greeting fair, beſtow d with modeſt Guiſe, 
The courteous Maſter hears, and thus replies: 
Without a vain, without a grudging Heart, 

To him who gives us all T yield a Party 

From him vou come, from him accept it 

A frank and ſober, more than coſtly Cheer? 

He ſpoke, and bid the welcome Pable ſpread, 

Then talk?d:of Varrue till the Time of Bed; 

When the grave Houſhold round his. Hall repair; 
Warn'd by a Bell, and cloſe the Hours with Pray'r. . 


At length the World, renew'd by calm R-poſe,. 
Was ſtrong for Toil, the dapple Morn aroſe ;- 
Before the Pilgrims part, the Younger crept 
Near the clos'd Cradle where an Infant ſlept, | 
And writh'd his Neck: The Landlord's belle Pride, 
O ſtrange Return] grew black, and gaſp'd, and Te 
Horror of Horrors! what | his only Son ? 
How look'd our Hermit when the Fact was done! 
Not Hell, tho* Hell's black Jaws in-ſunder part, 
And breathe blue Fire, could more aſſault his Heart. 


Confus'd and ſtruck with Silence at the Deed, - 
He flies, but trembling fails to fly with Speed. 
His Steps the Youth purſues; the Country lay 
Perplex*d with Roads, a Servant ſhew'd the Way; 3 
A River croſs'd the Path; the Paſſage oer 
Was nice to find, the Servant went before ; z- 


2:D-3: | Longz 
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Long Arms of Oak an open Bridge ſupply'd, 
And deep the Wayes beneath the Bending glide, 
The Youth, who ſeem'd to watch a Time to fin, 
Approach'd the careleſs Guide, and thruft him in, 
Plunging he falls, and rifing lifts bis Head, 

Then flaſhing turns, and ſinks among the Dead. 


Wild ſparkling Rage inflames the Hermit's Eyes, 
He burſts the Bands of Fear, and wildly cries, 
Detefted Wretch ;—but ſcarce his Speech began 
When the ftrange Partner ſeem'd no longer Man 
His youthful Face grew more ſerenely ſweet, 


His Robe turn'd white, and flow'd upon his Feet: : 


Fair Rounds of radiant Points inveſt his Hair : 
Celeſtial Odours breathe in purpled Air; 

And Wings, whoſe Colours glitter'd like the Da 
Wide at his Back their dazzling Plumes diſplay. 
The Form etherial burſts upon his Sight. 
And moves in all the Majeſty of Light. 


Tho' loud at firſt the Pilgrim's Paſfion grew 
Sudden he gaz'd, and wiſt not what to do : | 
Surpriſe in ſecret Chains his Words ſuſpends, 

And in a Calm his ſettled Temper ends. 
But Silence here the beauteous Angel broke, 
(The Voice of Muſic raviſh'd as he ſpoke.) 


Vs 


ThyPray'r, thy Praiſe, thy Life toVice unknown; 


In ſweet Memorial riſe before the Throne; 
Their Charms*Succeſs in our bright Region find, 
And force an Angel down to calm thy Mind ; 
For this Commiſſion'd, I forſook the Sky 
Nay, ceaſe to kneel, Thy Fellow. Servant I. 


Then know the Truth of Goverment divine, 
And let the Scruples be no longer thine, 


The Maker juſtly claims that World he made; 
In this the Right of Providence is laid; 


Its 


5 


2 


Its 
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Its facred Majeſty through all depends 

On uſing ſecond Means“ to work his Ends: 
'Tis thus, withdrawn in State from human Eye, 
The Pow'r exerts his Attributes on high ; | 
Your Actions uſes, nor controuls your Will, 
And bids the doubting Sons of Men be ſtill. 


What ſtrange Events can ſtrike with more Surpriſe, 
Than thoſe which lately ſtruck thy wond'ring Eyes? | 


Yet taught by theſe, confeſs th* Almighty juſt, 
And where you can't untiddle, learn to truſt f 


The great vain Man who far'd on coſtly Food, 
Whoſe Life was too luxurious to be good; 
Who made his iv'ry Stands with Goblets ſhine, 
And forc'd his Gueſts to Morning Draughts of Wine, 
Has with the Cup, the graceleſs Cuſtom loſt, 
And ſtill be welcomes, but with leis of Coſt, 


The mean ſuſpicious Wreich, whoſe bolted Door, 
Ne'er mov'd in Duty to the wand'ring Poor; 
With him I left the Cup, to teach his Mind 
That Heav'n can bleſs, if Mort als will be kind 
Conſcious of wanting Worth, he views the Bowl, 


And feels Compaſſion touch his grateful Soul, 


Thus Artiſts melt the ſullen Oar of Lead, 
With heaping Coals of Fire upon his Head; 
In the kind Warmth the Metal learns to glow, 
And looſe from Droſs the Silver tuns below. 
Long had our pious Friend in Virtue trod, 
But now the Child half-wean'd his Soul from God; 
(Child of his Age ) for him he liv'd in Pain, 
And meaſur'd back his Steps to Earth again, 
To what Exceſſes had bis Dotage run 
But God, to ſave the Father, took the Son. 


To 


® Second Means -Ood often appoints wicked and abandoned 
Wretches to be his Inftruments of Juſtice upon others, for ſore Eads 
m—_ public Good, though unperceived by human Eyes. 

+ Child of his Atze Child born to him whey in Years, on which 
ke doated too fondly, | . 
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To all but thee, in Fits ke ſeet'd to go, 


(And "twas my Miniſtry to deal the Blow.) PUTT | 
The poor fond Parent humbled in the Diſt” 


Now owns in Tears the Puniſhment was juſt, 
: | SSH LD %..'h* 


But how had all his Fortune felt a Wreck; 
Had the falſe Servant ſped in Saferv back ? 
This very Night, (by ſecret Plot conttw'd) 
Ot Life and Wealth his Maſter he'd depriv'd ; 
Had he in this Conſpiracy prevail'd 
What Fund's of Charity wou'd then have faiPd.*- 


tus Heav'n inſtructs thy Mind: This Triabo'er, 
Depart in Peace, reſigu, and Sin no more. 


On ſounding Pinions: here the Youth withdrew, 
The Sage ftor'd wond' ring as the Seraph fle w. 


T bus look'd Elisba, when to mount on high 
His Maſter took the Chariot of the Sk V: 

The fiery Pomp a'cending, let the View.;z 

The Prophet gaz'd, anu wiſh'd-to ſollow too. 


T he bending, Hermit here a Pray'r began, 
& Lord ! as in Heav'n, on Earth thy Will be done,“ 
Then gladly turniog, ſought his ancient Place, 
And ſpent a Life of Piety.and Peace. 


A— 3 * 


— — 
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TRAUTrH and FALSHOOD, 
A. F 1 E. 


3 OON as the Iron Age on Earth began, 
8 And Vice found eaſy Entrance into Man: 

Vhile from bis tow'ring Height the flaming Sun, 
Fierce on the pendant Globe ditectly ſuone, 
Forth from her Cave infernal Falſhood came; 
Falſhood, the Hate of Gods, of Men the Shame, 


*-He gate largely to the Poos.. 


A 
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A filken Robe ſhe wore, of various Hue, 
Is Colour changing with each different View 
I Studious to cheat, and eagar to beguile, | 
She mimick'd Truth, and ap'd her heav'nly Smile; 
But mimick'd Truth in vain : The varying Veſt 
To ev'ry ſearching Eye the Fiend conleſt. 
At length ſhe ſaw celeſtial Truth appear, 
Serene her Brow, and chearful was her Air ; 
Her Silvet Locks with ſhining Fillets bound, 
With Laurel Wreaths her peaceful Temples crown'd; 
A Lilly Robe was girded round her Waiſt, 
And o'er her Arms a radiant Mantle caſt ; 
; With decent Negligence it hung behind, 
And looſely flowing, wanton'd in the Wind: 
Thus Truth advanc'd, unknowing of Deceit, 
And Falſhood, bowing low, began the Cheat. 


Heil, charming Maid, bright as the Morning Star, 
Daughter of Fove, and Heav'n's peculiar Care; 
'Tis thine to weigh the World in equal Scales, 
And chide the conſcious Soul when Vice prevails 
Diſpenſing Juſtice with impartial Hand, 

The mightieſt Pow'rs fubmit to thy Command; 
„Een Gods themſelves, tho? in their Actions free, 
Conſult, reſolve, and act as you decree. 
Great Sovereign ove, the firſt etherial Name, 
Advis'd with thee to form the heav'nly Frame 
As Truth approv'd, he bid the Fabric riſe, 
And (pread the azure Mantle of the Skies; 
Plac'd ev'ry Planet in its proper Sphere, 
Nor rolls this Orb too wide, nor that too near: 
But why thus walk we, mindlefs of our Eaſe, 
Expos'd beneath the Sun's meridian Blaze? 
Better retire, and ſhun the ſcorching Ray, 
Till fanning Zephyrs cool our Evening Way. 
Hear how yon limpid Streams run murm'ring by, 
And tuneful Birds their ſylvan Notes apply: 
See fragrant Shrubs along the Border grow, 
And waving Shades beneath the Poplar-bough 3 


Al | All 
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All theſe invite us to the River Side, 
To bathe our Limbs, and ſport within the Tide; 
So cool the Stream, the flow*ry Banks ſo ſweet, 
Diana's ſelf might covet the Retreat; 

Nor can a ſhort Diverſion check your Haſte, . | 
Freſh Strength will ſoon ſucceed ſuch welcome Reſt; 
As rapid Currents held a while at Bay, 

With ſwifter Force purſue their liquid Way. 


So ſpake the Fantom, and: with friendly Look, 


Supporting what ſhe ſaid, approach'd the Brook: 
Truth follow'd, artleſs, unſuſpicious Maid, 

And, in an evil Hour, the Voice obey'd: 

Both at the cryſtal Stream arriv d, unbound 

Their different Robes; both caſt them on theGround; 
The Fiend upon the Margin ling'ring ſtood, 

The naked Goddeſs lept into the Flood; 

Sporting ſhe ſwims the liquid: Surface o'er, 
Unmindful of the matchleſs Robe ſhe wore, 

Not Falſhood ſom———ſhe haſty ſeiz'd the Veſt, 
And with the beauteous Spoils herſelf ſhe dreft ; 
Then wing' d with Joy, outflew the ſwifteſt Wind, 
Her own infernal Robe far left behind. 

Streight ſhe aſpires above her former State, 

And gains Admittance to the Rich and Great; 
Nay, ſuch her darling Pride, that ſome report, 
When thus equipp'd, ſhe boldly went to Court; 
There ſpoke and look'd with fuch a graceful Air, 
Miſtaken Fame pronounc'd her wiſe and fair. 

She fill'd theWanton's Tongue with ſpecious Names, 
To deal in Wounds and Deaths, in Darts and Flames, 
She prefac'd all her lewd Atteinpts with Love, 

And Fraud prevail'd where Reaſon could not move, 
At length the mingled with the learned Throng, 
And tun'd the Mule's mercenary Song. 

In all the Labv»rinths of Logic skifl'd, 

She taught the ſubile Reas'ner not to yield; 
Inſtructed how to puzzic each Di pute, 

And boldly baffle Men, tho* not confute: 


Now 
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The ſylvan Choirs, as conſcious of her Pains, 


Now at the Bar ſhe play'd the Lawyer's Part, 
And ſhap'd out Right and Wrong by Rules of Art: 
Now in the Senate rais'd her pompous Tone, 
Talk'd much of public Good, but meant her own, 
Oft to the Olympian Field ſhe turn-d her Eyes, 

And taught the Racers how to gain the Prize. 

In Schools and "Temples too ſhe claim'd a Share, 
While Falſhood's ſelf admir'd her Influence there, 


The, PieavinG INSTRUCTOR. 323 


Deluded Truth obſerv'd the Fraud too late, 
Nor knew ſhe to repair a Loſs fo preat : | 
In vain her heav'nly Robes the ſighing ſeeks, - | 
In vain the humid Pearls bedew her Checks; | 
In vain ſhe tears the Laurel trom her Hair, 
While Nature'ſeems to ſympathize her Care; 
The glowingFlow'rs, that crown th'enamell'd Meads, 
Weep fragrant Dews, and hang their droopingHeads, 


Deplore the Loſs in melancholy Strains, 

Thus penfive and uncloath'd upon the Shore 

She ſtands, and ſees the Robe which Falſhood wore: 
Deteſted Sight] nor longer now ſhe mourns, 

But, Grief to Rage transform'd, with Anger burns; 
Into the Stream the h<Aiſh Robe ſhe toſt, 

And ſcorn'c a Habit ſo unlike the loſt, 


Hence Truth now naked roves, as in Diſgrace; 
None but the Wiſe and Virtuvus ſee her Face: 
From Cities far fhe modeſtly retreats, 

From buſy Scenes of Life to peaceful Seats ; 

Is chiefly found in lonely Fields and Cells, 
Where Silence reigns, and Conten:plation dwells, 
Hence Falſhood cheats us in the fair Diſguiſe, 

And ſeems Truth's ſelf to all unwary Eyes; | 
Thrives and triumphs inPow'r,and Wealth andFame, 
And builds her Glory on her Rival's Name: | 
With Safety dares to flatter, fawnjand ſooth | 
For who knows Falſhood, when atray'd like Truth? 


Lvux- 
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Loxuxr and WANT. - A Viston, I Op 

S late I mus'd on Fortune*s Ebb and flow, Rel 
A Life's airy Pleaſure, and ſubſtantial Woe, Wi 
he thoughtleſs Mirth that laughs in Pleaſure's Eye, iN Ib 
The Boaſt of Vice, and Pride of Vanity, Infe 
O' er nodding Reaſon downy Slumbers ſtole, Th 
And fancy's Viſions open'd on my Soul. * 


Aloft, on proud Ionic Columns rear'd, | 
A ſumptuous Dome, in ruin'd Pomp appear d For 
A baſeleſs Pillar here, with Moſs o'ergrown, c 
Preſs'd Earth's green Boſom with a Length of Stone ; A ln 
There, a tall Portal, ſculptur d once ſo gay, 
Records no Story but its own Decay, | Th 


- Tenter'd—Crowds, who bluſh to be deſcry'd, * 
With famiſh'd Looks, thro! mould'ting Arches glide; I f 


I paus'd, and curious as I gaz'd around, * 
Saw a lean Hag lie ſtretch'd along the Ground: Wh 
Round either Arm a tatter'd Rug ſhe drew, 1 
Her Shame conceal'd with Rags of various Hue; "a 
A Cloth her Forehead bound, her Legs were bare, Her 
And foul and clotted was het grizzl'd Hair. BY 
« Whence'and what art thou, Wretch,” ſurpriv 5 
I cry'd; | 0 
Want is my Name, well known, the Wretch reply'd, 8 
The Work of Luxury, this lofty Dome, Th 
So righteous Fove ordains, is now my Home. TI 


Time was, this Roof return'd the dulcet Voice Thi 
Of Muſic, blended with a Critic's Choice. 
Dependent thence a thoufand Tapers glow'd, 
The Vine's lich Juice frem Silver Fountains flow'd; 755 
An hundred Dainties o'er the Board were ſpread, 
And all Arabia's ſpicy Fragrance ſhed, 
The Velvet Couches, and the cuſhion'd Chair, 
Swell'd high with Down, as ſoft as Summer's Airz 
And Female Beauty, ſmiling o'er the Scene, 
Spread Joy around, of every Joy the Queen , 5 
BY q 
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« Then at theſe Doors by Hunger and by Grieß 
Oppreſs'd, with ſuppliant Voice I ſought Relief: 
Relief I ſoug'it, alas ! but ſought in vain, i 
With poignant Taunt rebuk'd, and ſour Diſdaig, 

The batt*ning Prieſt with ſupercilious Face, 

Vf inferr'd with Indigence the Want of Grace. 

The Lawyer in quaint Terms, with Look demurg 

Gave Hints of Statutes againſt vagrant Poor. 

Unmov'd and cool the garter'd Stateſman cry'd, 

For me fit Refuge Colonies ſupply'd. ] 

I figh'd in ſecret, and to Heav'n my Heart 

Aſcending, Heav'n in Pity took my Patt. 

Loud Thunders roll'd—the Fabric from its Baſe 

Shook and proud Luxury vaniſh'd from the Place; 

Th' aftoniſh'd Croud their Patron's Fall deplore, 

And pale and trembling iſſue from the Door. 

10e: | enter'd, prompted by a Voice divine, 

de; ¶ Which thrice repeated. Want! this Pile is thing 8 

For know, by Fove and Fate it ſtands decreed, 

Where Lux'ry riots thou ſhalt ſtill ſucceed. 

Here unmoleſted from that Hour I reign, 

And all the Court of Lux'ry forms my Train; 

Here ſtill receiv'd by me, as hither drivin, 

By keen Neceſſity, the Scourge of Heav'n: 

Theſe are the Wretches which around me throng 

To me the Lawyer, Stateſman, Prieſt belong,” 

She ceas d; her Words ſuch ſtrong Emotions bred, 

They wak'd me trembling, and the Viſion fled. 

Save me from Luxury, gracious Heav'n, I pray'd, - 

That Want's drear Haunts my Steps may ne'er invade, 


— 8 


Inez 


— 


— 


The HusBANDMan's MEDITATION is 
the FiteLD. 
ITH toilſome Steps when I purſue, 


Lord, teach my mental Eye to view 
My native diſſoluble Clay. 
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O'er breaking Clods the Plough · ſuare Way 
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And when with Seed I ſtrew the Earth, 
To thee all Praifes let me give, 
Whoſe Hand prepar'd me for the Birth, 
| Whoſe Breath inform'd, and bad me live. 
Pleas'd I behold the ſtately Stem 
Support its bearded Honour's Load: 


Thus, Lord, ſuſtain'd by thee, I came 


To Manhood, thro*Youth's dang'rous Road. 
Purging from noxious Herbs the Grain, 

Oh may I learn to purge my Mind 
From Sin, rank Weed of deepeſt Stain, 

Nor leave one baneful Root behind. 
When Blaſts deſtroy the opening Ear, 

Life, thus replete with various Woe, 
Warns me to ſhun with ſtudious Care, 

Pride, my moſt deadly latent Foe. 


When Harveſt comes, the yellow Crop 


Prone to the Reaper's Sickle yields; 
And I beneath Death's Scythe muſt drop, 
And ſoon or late forſake theſe Fields, 
When future Crops, in filent Hoards, 
Sleep for a while to Service dead ; 
Thy Emblem this, Oh, Grave ! affords 
The Path to Life, which all muſt tread. 


h 


: 5 * 
ODE 7 SPRING. 
Our of the Year, delight ul Spring! 
T by bleſt Return on genial Wing 

Inſpires my languid Lays 
No moe TI ſleep in Sloath iupine, 
While all Creation at thy Shrine 

Its annual Tribute pays, 


Eſcap'd fiom Winter's freezing Pow'r, 

Each Bloſſom greets thee, aud each Flow's ; 
And foremoft oft the Train, 

By Natuic (artlets Handmaid) dreſt, 

The Snow-drop comes in lillied Veſt 


Prapheiic of thy Reign. ; The 
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The Lark now ftrains her tuneful Throat, 

And ev'ry loud, and ſprightly Note 
Calls Echo from her Cell; 

Be warn'd, ye Maids, that liſten round, 

A beautequs Nymph became a Sound, 
The Nymph, who lov'd too well. 

The bright-hait'd Sun, with Warmth begign, 

Bids Tree and Shrub, and ſwelling Vine 
Their Infant Buds diſplay ; _ 

Again the Streams refreſh the Plains, 

Which Winter bound in icy Chains, 
And ſparkling bleſs his Ray. 

Life-giving Zephyrs breathe around, 

And inſtant glows th' enamell'd Ground 
With Nature's varied Hues; 

Not ſo returns our Youth decay d. 

Alas! nor Air, nor Sun, nor Shade, 

The Spring of Life renews. 


The Sun's too quick revolving Beam 
A- pace diſſolves the human Dream, 

And brings th' appointed Hour; 
Too late we catch his parting Ray, 
And mourn the idly waſted Day, 

No longer in our Pow'r. : 
Then happieft he, whoſe lengthen'd Sight 
Purſues by Virtue's conſtant Light 

A Hope beyond the Skies ; 1 
Where frowning Winter ne'er ſhall come, 
But roſy Spring for ever bloom, 

And Suns eternal riſe, 
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An ELEGY, written in a Country Church. 
Tard. 


HE Curfew tolls the K nell of parting Day, 
The lowing Herd winds flowly o'er the Lea, 
'The Plowman homeward plods his weary Way, 
And leaves the World to Darkneſs and to me. 

Now fades the glimm'ring Landſkip on the Sight, 
And all the Air a ſolemn Stillneſs holds; 

Save where the Beetle wheels his droning Flight, 
Or drowſy Tinklings lull the diftant Folds : 

Save that from yonder ivy-mantled Tow'r, 
The moping Owl does to the Moon complain 
Of ſuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret Bow'r, 
Moleſt her ancient ſolitary Reign. 

Beneath theſe rugged Elms, that Yew-tree's Shade, 
Where heaves the Turf in many a mould*ring Heap, 
Each in his narrow Cell for ever laid, T 
The rude Fore-father's of the Hamlet ſleep, F, 

The breezy Call of Incenſe breathing Morn, i 
The Swallow etwitt' ring from the ſtraw-built Shed, 
The Cock's ſhrill Clarion, or the echoing Horn 
No more ſhall rouze them from their lowly Bed. 

For them no more the blazing Hearth ſhall burn, 8 
Or buſy Houſe wife ply her Evening Care, , 
No Children run to liſp their Sire's Return, 

Or climb his Knees the envy'd Kiſs to ſhare. 

Oft did the Harveſt to their Sickle yield, 

Their Harrow oft the ſtubborn Glebe has broke, 
How jocund did they drive their Team to Field! 
How bow'd the Woods beneath their ſturdy Stroke 

Let not Ambition mock their uſeſul Toil, 

Their homely Joys and Deſtiny obſcure, 
Nor Grandeur here with a diſdainful Smile 
The ſhort and ſimple Annals of the Poor. 
The Boaſt of Heraldry, the Pomp of Pow'r, 
And all that Beauty, all that Wealth &er gave, 
Await alike the inevitable Hour ; 
'The Paths of Glory lead but to the Grave, 
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Nor you, ye Proud, impute to theſe the Fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er their Tomb no Trophies raiſe, 
Where thro” the long drawn Iſle and fretted Vault, 
The pealing Anthem ſwells the Note of Praiſe. 

Can ſtory'd Urn, or animated Buſt, | 
Back to*its Manſion call the fleeting Breath? 

Can Honour's Voice provoke the ſilent Duſt, 
Or Flatt'ry ſooth the dull cold Ear of Death? 

Perhaps in this neglected Spot is laid, 

Some Heart once pteguant with celeſtial Fire; 
Hands that the Reigns of Empire might have ſway'd, 
Or wak'd to Extaſy the living Lyte. 

But Knowledge to their Eyes her ample Page, 
Rich with the Spoils of Time did ne'er unroll; 
Chill Penury reprets'd their noble Rage, 

And froze the genial Current of the Soul. 

Full many a Gem of pureſt Ray ſerene 
The dark unſathom'd Caves of Ocean bear; 

Full many a Flow'r is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its Sweetneſs on the Deſart Air. 

Some Village Hampden, that with dauntleſs Breaſt, 
The little Tyrant of his Fields withſtood, | 
dome mute inglorious Milton here may reſt, 


Some Cromwell guiltleſs of his Country's Blood. 


Th*A pplauſe of liſt'ning Senates to command, 
The Threats of Pain and Ruin to deſpiſe, 

To ſcatter Plenty o'er a ſmiling Land, 
And read their Hiſt'ry in a Nation's Eyes. 

Their Lot forbad : Not circumſcrib' d alone 
Their growing Virtues, but their Crimes confin'd. 
Forbad to wade thro? Slaughter to a Throne, 

And ſhut the Gates of Mercy on Mankind. 

The ſtruggling Pangs of conſcious Truth to hide, 
To quench the Bluſhes of ingenuous Shame, 

Or keap the Shrine of Luxury and Pride 
With Incenſe kindled at the Muſe's Flame. 

Far from the madding Crowd's ignoble Strife, 
Their ſober Wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray; 

2-E-3; Along: 
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Along the cool ſequeſter'd Vale of Life, : 
They kept the noiſeleſs Tenor of their Way, Slo 
Vet ev'n theſe Bones from Inſult to protect Ap 
Some frail Memorial ſtill erected nigh, Gr 
With uncouth Rhymes and ſhapeleſs Sculpture deck'd, ; 
Implores the paſſing Tribute of a Sigh. | By 
Their Name, their Years ſpelt byth'unletter*'d Muſe, MW Tt 
'The Place of Fame and Elegy ſupply, An 
And many a holy Text around ſhe ſtrews, 
That teach the ruſtic Moraliſt to die. 
For who to dumb Forgetfulneſs a Prey, 
This pleaſing anxious Being e'er reſign'd, F 
Left the warm Precincts of the chearful Day, Fa 
Nor caſt one longing, ling*ring Look behind |! An 


On' ſome fond Breaſt the parting Soul relies, 
Some pious Drop the mo Eye requires 
Ev'n from the Tomb the Voice of Nature cries, He 


Ev'n in our Aſhes live their wonted Fires, Hi 
For thee, who mindful of the unhonour'd Dead, H. 
Doſt in theſe Lines their artleſs Tale relate, Ah 
If Chance, by lonely Contemplation led, Or 
Some kindred Spirit ſhall enquire thy Fate. (T 
Haply ſome hoary-headed Swain may ſay, Th 
O Oft have we ſeen him at the Peep of Dawn 
| Bruſhing with haſty Steps the Dews away, — 
| To meet the Sun upon the Upland Lawn. 
There at the Foot of younder nodding Beech, Ti 


That wreaths its old fantaſtic Roots ſo high, 
His liſtleſs Length at Noon-tide would he ſtretch, 
And pore upon the Brook that babbles by. 
Hard by yon Wood, now ſmiling as in Scorn, 
Mutt'ring his way-ward Fancies, he would rove ; 
Now drooping, woeful, wan, like one forlorn, 


Or cra2'd with Care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs Love. * 

One Morn I miſsꝰd him on the accuſtom'd Hill, Fe 
Along the Heath, and near his fav'rite Tree; A 
Another came, nor yet beſide the Rill, A 


Nor up the Lawn, nor at the Wood was he: The Fe 


The 
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My * 


The next, with Dirges due, in ſad Array, 

Slow thro* the Church · yard Path we ſaw him borne; 

Approach and read (for thou canſt read) the Lay 

Grav'd on the Stone beneath yon aged Thorn. 
There ſcatter'd oſt, the earlieſt of the Year, 

By Hands unſeen are Show'rs of Violets found ; 

The Red-breaſt loves to build and warble there, 


And little Footſteps lightly print the Ground,” 


The EPITAPH. 


HF RE refts his Head upon the Lap of Earth, 
A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown : 


Fair Science frown'd not on his humble Birth, 
And Melancholy mark d bim for her own, 


Large was his Bounty, and his Soul ſincere ; 
Heav'n did a Recompence as largely ſend : 
He gave to Mis'ry (all he had) a Tear; 
He gain'd from Heav'n (*twas all be wish'd) a Friend. 
No further ſeek his Merits to diſcloſe, 
Or draw his Frailties from their dread Abode, 


(There they alike in trembling Hope repoſe) 
The Boſom of his Father and his God. 


ln — — 
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The PANTHER, the Hoxse, and other 
BeaSTs. 


A Finds 


HE Man who ſeeks to win the Fair, 
(So Cuſtom ſays) muſt I ruth ſorbear; 
Muſt fawa and flatter, cringe and lye, 
And raiſe the Goddeſs to the Sky; 
For Truth is hateful to her Ear, 
A Rudeneſs which ſhe cannot bear 
A Rudeneſs ?—Yes—1I ſpeak my Thoughts; 
For Truth upbtaids her with her Faults, Hs 
| ow 
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How wretched, Cloe, then am 1, 
Who love you, and yet cannot ye; 
And ſtill to make you leſs my Friend, 
I ftrive your Errors to amend. 
But ſhall the ſenſeleſs Fop impart 
T he ſoſteſt Paſſion to your Heart, 
While be who tells you boneſt Truth, 
And points to Happine's your Vouth, 
Determines, by lis Care, bi, Lot, 
And lives neglected and forgot? 


Truſt me, my Girl, with greater Eaſe, 
Your Taſte for F latt'ry T could pleaſe, 
And Simil:es in each dull Line, 

Like Glow-worms in the Dark, ſhould wine: 
What if I ſay your Lips diſcloſe 

The Freſhneſs of the op*ning Roſe? 

Or that your Cheeks are Beds of Flow'rs, 
Enripen'd by refreſhing Show'rs? 

Yet certain as theſe Flow'rs ſhall fade, 
Time ev*ry Beauty will invade, 

The Butterfly, of various Hue, 

More than the Flow'r reſembles you; 
Fair, flutt'ring, fickle, buſy Thing, 

To Pleaſure ever on the W ing, 

Gayly coquetting for an Hour, | 
To die, and ne'er be thought of more, 


Wou'd you the Bloom of Youth ſhould laſt ? 
*Tis Virtue that muſt bind it faſt; 
An eaſy Carriage, wholly free- 
From {our Reſerve, or Levity? 
Good. natur'd Mirth, an open Heart, 
And Looks unſkilPd in any Art; 
Humility, enough to own + 
The Frailties which a Friend makes denn * 
And decent Pride, enough to know 


F hs Worth. that Virtue can beſtow, . 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the Charms, which ne'er decay, 
Tho* Youth and Beauty fade away; | 
And Time, which all Things elſe removes, 
Still heightens Virtue and improves, 


You'll frown and aſk to what Intent 
This, blunt Addreſs to you is ſent? 
I' ſpare the Queſtion, and.confeſs, 

I'd praiſe you if I lov'd you leſs : 
But rail, be angry, or complain, 
I will be rude when you are vain. 


Beneath a Lion's peaceful Reign, 
When Beaſts met friendly on the Plain, 
A Panther of majeſtic Port, 
(The vaineſt Female of the Court) 
With ſpotted Skin and Eyes of Fire, 
Fill'd every Boſom with Deſire ; 
Where'er ſhe mov'd a ſervile Croud 
Of fawning Creatures cring'd and bow'd 
Aſſemblies ev'ry Week ſhe held, 
(Like modern Belles) with Coxcombs fill'd, 
Where Noiſe, and Nonſenſe, and Grimace, 
And Scandal echo'd round the Place, 


Behold the gay, fantaſtic Thing, 
Encircled by the ſpacious Ring: 
Low-bowing, with important Look, 
As firſt in Rank the Monkey ſpoke. 
“ Gad take me, Madam, but I ſwear, 
No Angel ever look'd fo fair—— 
“ Forgive my Rudeneſs, but I vow, 
« You were not quite divine till now; 
«& Thoſe Limbs ! that Shape ! and then thoſe Eyes! 
O, cloſe them, or the Gazer dies!“ 


Nay, gentle Pug, ſor Goodneſs huſh, 
I vow, and ſwear, you make me bluſh ; 
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1 ſhall be angry at this Rate—— 
*Tis ſo like F late” Ty———= Which I hate. 


The Fox, in deeper Cunning vers'd, 
The Beauties of her Mind rehears'd, 
And talk'd of Knowledge, Taſte and Senſe, 
To which the Fair have vaſt Pretence ; 
Yet well he knew them always vain 
Of what they ftrive not to attain z 
And play'd ſo cunningly his Part, 
That Pug was rival'd in his Art. 


The Goat avowꝰd his am*rous Flums, | 
And burnt—for what he durſt not name 5 
Yet hop'd a Meeting in the Wood 
Might make his Meaning underſtood. 
Half angry at the bold Addreſs, 

She frown'd ; but yet ſh ſhe muſt confeſs, 


duch Beauties might inname nis Biood, 
But till his Phraiſe was ſomewhat rude, 


The Hog hoe Neatneſs much admir'd, 
The formal Aſs her Swiftneſs fir'd ;; 
Thus all to feed her Folly ſtrove, 

And by their Praiſes ſhar'd her Love. 


The Horſe, whoſe gen dus Heart diſdain'd 


Appladſe, by ſervile Flattry gain'd, 
With graceful Courage, Silence broke, 
And thus with Indignation ſpoke : 
When flatt'ring Monkey's fawn and prate, 
They juftly raiſe Contempt or Hate 
For Merit's turn'd to Ridicule, | 
Applauded by the grinning Fool. 

The artful Fox your Wit commends, 
To lure you to his ſelfiſh Ends ; 

From the vile Flatt'rer turn away, 

For Knaves make Friend(hips to betray, 


Diſmiſs 
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Diſtnils the Train of Fops and Fools, 
And learn to follow Wiſdom'd Rules 3 ; 
Such Beauties might the Lion warm, 
Did not your Folly break the Charm © _ 
For who would court that wvoly Shape, 
To be the Rival of an Ape? 

He ſaid; and ſnorting in Diſdain, 5 
Spurn'd at the Croud, and ſought the Plain. 


>» Y 
— — — rr 
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A FABLE 


r Nymph who walks the public Streets, 
And ſets ber Cap at all ſhe meets, 

May catch the Fool who turns to ſtare, 

But Men of Senſe avoid the Snare, 


As on the Margin of the Flood, 
With filken Line 1 ſtood, 
I ſmill'd to fee the Pains you took, 
To cover o'er the fraudful Hook. 
Along the Foreſt as we ſtray'd, 
You ſaw the Boy his Lime-twig ſpread; 
Gueſs'd you the Re-ſon of his Fear, 
Left, heedleſs, we approach'd too near! 
For as behind the Buſh we lay, 


The Linnet flutter'd on the Spray. 


Needs there ſuch Caution to delude 
The icaly Fry, and feather'd Brood? 
And think you with inferior Art, 

To captivate the human Heart? 


The Maid, who modeſtly concenle 
Her Beauties, while ſhe hides, reveals ; 
Give but a Glimpſe, and Fancy draws 
Whate'er the Grecian Venus was 
From Eve's fir it Fig-leat to Brocade, 
* Dreſs was meant for Fancy's Aid, 
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Which evermore delighted dwells | 5g 
On what the baſhful Nymph conceals. | 


When Celia ſtruts in Man's Attire. 
She ſhews too much to raiſe Deſire | | 
But from the Hoop's bewitching Round, Ar 
Her very Shoe has Pow'r to wound, ' oh 


The roving Eye, the Boſom bare, * 
The forward Laugh, the wanton Air By 
May catch the Fop, for Gudgeons ſtrike 
At the. bare Hook and Bait alike ; . 2 
While Salmon play regardleſs by, 

Till Art, like Nature, forms the Fly. 


Beneath a Peaſant's homely Thatch, - 

A Spider long had held her Watch: 
From Morn to Night with reftleſs Care, 
She ſpun herWeb, and wove her Snare; 
Within the Limits oſ her Reign, 

Lay many a beedleſs Captive flain, 

Or flutt'ring ſtruggled in the Toils, 

To burſt the Chains, and ſhun her Wiles. 


A ſtraying Bee that perch'd hard by, 
Beheld her with diſdainful Eye, | 
And thus began: Mean Thing give o'er, 
And lay thy ſlender Threads no more; 
A thoughtieſs Fly or two at moſt, 

Is all the Conqueſt thou can't boaſt ; 
For Bees of Senſe thy Arts envade, 
We ſee ſo plain the Nets are laid. 


The gaudy Tulip that diſplays 
Her ſpreading. Foliage to the Gaze, 
'That points herCharms at all ſhe ſees, 
And yields to-ev'ry wanton Breeze, 
Attracts not me, Where bluſhing grows, 
Guarded with Thorns, the modeſt Roſe, 
Enamour'd, round and round I fly, 
Or on her fragrant Boſom lie 3 
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When moſt you've ty ranniz'd, you're moſt abus'd. 


The PrREASsNG INS NUc rok. 3 
Reluctant, ſne my Ardor meets, 
And baſhful, renders up her Sweets. 


To wiſer Heads Attention lend, "I 
And learn this Leſſon from a Friend. 
She, who with Modeſty retires, 
Adds Fuel to her Lover's Fires; 
While ſuch incautious Jilts as you, 
By Folly your own Schemes undo, 
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HE Counſels of a Friend, Belinda, hear, 
Too roughly kind to pleaſe a Lady's Ear; 

Unlike the Flatt'ries of a Lover's Pen, 

Such Trochs as Women ſeldom learn from Men. 

Nor think I praiſe you ill, when thus I ſhow 

What female Vanity might fear to know z 

Some Merit's mine, to dare to be ſincere, 

But greater your's, Sincerity to bear. 


Hard is the Fortune that your Sex attends z 
Women, like Princes, find no real Friends : 
All who approach them, their own Ends purſue, 
Lovers and Miniſters are never true, 
Hence oft from Reaſon heedleſs Beauty ſtrays, 
And the moſt truſted Guide the moſt betrays : 
Hence by fond Dreams of fancy'd Pow'r amus'd, 


What is. your Sex's earlieſt, lateſt Care, 
Your Heart's ſupreme Ambition ? To be fair. 
For this the Toilet ev'ry Thought employs, 
Hence all the Toils of Drefs and all the Joys: 
For this Hands, Lips, and Eyes are put to School, 
And each inſtructed Feature has its Rule; 
And yet how few have learn'd, when this is giv*n, 
Not to diſgrace the partial Boon of Heav'n ? 
How few with all their Pride of Form can move ? 
How few are lovely Nature fram'd for Love: 

W 


— 
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Do you, my Fair, endeavour to poſſeſs 

An Elegance of - Mind, as well as Dreſs; 

Be that your Ornament, and know to pleaſe 

By graceful Nature's unaffected Eaſe. 


Nor make to dang' tous Wit a vain Pretence, 0 
But wiſely reft content with modeſt Senſe; No 
For Wit, like Wine, intoxicates the Brain, She 
Too ſtrong for feble Woman to ſuſtain ;. Off 
Ot thoſe who claim it, more than Half have none. Soo 
And Half of thoſe who have it are undone, An 

Be ſtill ſuperior to-your.Sex's Arts, 
Nor think Diſhoneſty a Proof of Parts ; W. 
For you the plaineſt is the wiſeſt Rule; Fee 
A cunning Woman is a knaviſh Fool. Ye 

Be good yourſelf, nor think another's Shame He 
Can raiſe your Merit, or adorn your Fame; Th 
Prudes rail at Whores, as Sateſmen in Diſgrace Fo 
At Miniſters, becauſe they wiſh their Place. An 

Virtue is amiable, mild, ſerene, : 
Without, all Beauty, and all Peace within : An 
The Honour of a Prude is Rage and Storm, Tt 
*T'is Uglineſs in its moſt frightſul Form: Ag 
Fiercely it ſtands defying Gods and Men, Fot 
As fiery Monſters guard a Giant's Den, W 
Seek to be Good, but aim not to be Great, R 
A Woman's nobleſt Station is Retreat; 10 
Her faireſt Virtues fly from public Sight, T} 


Domeſtic Worth ſtill ſhuns too ſtrong a Light. 


To rougher Man Ambition's Task reſign ; 
*Tis our's in Senates or in Courts to ſhine, 
To labour for a ſunk corrupted State, 
Or dare the Rage of Envy and be Great. 
One only Care your gentle Breaſts ſhould move, 
Th' important Buſineſs of your Life is Love; 
Telthis great Paint direct your conſtant Aim, 
This makes your Happineſs, and this your F . 
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Be never cool Reſerve with Paſſion jain'd 

Love not at all, or elſe be fondly kind; 

In this, Extremes alone can truly bleſs, 

The Virtue of a Loyer is Exceſs, 


Contemn the little Pride of giving Pain, 
Nor think that Conqueſt juſtifies Diſdain 
Short is the Period of inſulting Pow'r ; 
Offended Cupid finds his vengeful Hour, 

s Soon will reſume the Empire which he gave, 
And ſoon the Tyrant ſhall become the Slave. 


Bleſt is the Maid, and worthy to be bleſt, 
Whoſe Soul entire by him ſhe loves poſſeſt; 
Feels ey'ry Vanity in Fondneſs loſt, 

And asks no Pow'r but that of pleaſing moſt : 
Her's is the Bliſs in {ſweet Return to prove, 
The honeſt Warmth of undiſſembled Love; 
For her inconſtant Man might ceaſe to range, 
And Gratitude forbid Deſire to change. 


Thus J, Belinda, would your Charms improve, 
And form your Heart to all the Arts of Love. 
The Task were harder to ſecure my own, 

Againſt the Pow'r of thoſe already known; 
For well you twiſt the ſecret Chains that bind, 
With gentle Force the captivated Mind; 

dkill'd ev'ry ſoft Attraction to employ, 

Each flatt'ring Hope, and each alluring Joy: 

| own your Genius, and from you receive 
The Rules of pleafing, which to you I give. 
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The Story of PaLemon and LAvIN, 


HE lovely young Lavinia once had Friends, 
And Forturc ſmil'd, deceitful, on her Birth 

For in her helpleſs Lears depriv d of all, 
Of ev'ry Stay, ſave Innocence and Heaven, 
She with her widow'd Mother, feeble, old 
And poor, liv'd in a Cottage, far retir'd 
Among the Windings of a woody Vale; 
By Solitude and deep ſurrounding Shades, 
But more by baſhful Modeſty, conceal'd. 
Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel Scorn 
Which Virtue, ſunk'to Poverty, would meet 
From giddy Faſhion and low- minded Pride: 
Almoſt on Nature's common Bounty fed, 
Like the gay Birds that ſung them to Repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of Fo-morrow's Fare. 
Her Form was freſher than the Morning Roſe 
When the Dew wets its Leaves; unſtain'd and pure 
As is the Lilly, or the Mountain Snow, 
The modeſt Virtues mingled in her Eyes; 
Still on the Ground dejected, darting all 
Their humid Beams into the blooming Flowers: 
Or when the mournful Tale her Mother told, 
Of what her faithleſs Fortune promis'd once, 
Thrill'd in her Thought, they, like the dewy Star 
Of Evening, ſhone in Tears. A native Grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſh'd Limbs, 
Veil'd in a ſimple Robe, their beſt Attire, 
Beyond the Pomp of Dreſs; for Los elineſs 
Needs not the foreign Aid of Ornament, 
But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt: 
Thoughtleſs of Beauty, ſhe was Beauty's Self, 
Recluſe amid the cloſe- embowering Woods: 
As in the hollow Breaſt of Appenine, 
Beneath the Shelter of encircling Hills, 
A Myrtle riſes, far from hum Eye, 
And breathes its balmy Flagrance o'er the Wild: 
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80 flouriſh'd bl. o6ming, and unſcen by all, 
The ſweet Lavinia; till at length, compell'd 
By ſtrong Neceſlity's ſupreme Command, 
With ſmiling Patience in her Looks, ſhe went 
To glean Palemen's Fields,. The Pride of Swains 
Paleman was, the Gen' ous and the Rich, 
Who led the rural Life in all its Joy - 
And Elegance, ſuch as Arcadian Song 
Tranſmits from ancient uncorrupted W 
When tyrant Cuſtom had not ſhackled Man, 
But free to follow Nature was the Mode. 
He then, his Fancy with +utumaal Scenes 
Amuſing, chanc'd beſide his Reaper-train 
To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his Eye : 
Uacudſcious of ber Pow'r, and turning quick 
With unaffected Bluſhes from his Gaze, 
He ſaw her charming, but be ſaw not Half 
The Charms her down-caſt Modeſty cunceal'd. 
That very Moment, Love and chaſte Deſire 
Sprung in his Boſom, to himſelf uuknown z - 
For ſtill the World prevail'd, and its dread Laugh 
Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn, _ 
Should his Heart own a Gleaner in the Field: 
And thus in Seeret to his Soul he figh'd. 
& What Pity! that ſo delicate a Form, 
c By Beauty kindled, where enliv*ning Senſe, 
&© And more then vulgar Goodnets ſeem to dwell, 
« ſhould be devoted to the rude Embrace 
« Ot ſome indecent Clown ? She looks mcthinks, - 
«© Ot o'd Acaſto's Line; and to my Mind 
© Recalls that Pairon of my happy Life, 
„% From whom my liberal Fortune took its Riſe ; 
« Now to the Duſt gone down; bis Houſes, Lands, 
&« And once fair ſpreading Family diff 1v'd. 
& Tis ſaid that in ſome lone obſcuic Retreat, 
% Ur2's by Remembiance ſadyj and decent Pride, 
& Far from thoſe Scenes which knew their better 
Days, 
& His = Widow and his Daughter live, 


. Whom 
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« Whom yet my fruitleſs Search could never find : 
Romantic Wiſh, would this the Daugher were l'“ 


When, ſtrict enquiring, from herſelf he found 

She was. the ſame, the Dauphter of his Friend, 
Of bountiful Fca/io ; who can ſpeak 
The mingled Paffions that ſurpriz*d his Heart, 
And threugh his Nerves in ſhivering Tranſport ran? 
Then blaz d his \mother'd Flame, avow'd and bold; 
And as he view'd, ter, ardent, o'er and o'er, 
Love, Gratitude, and Pity wept at once. 
Confus'd, and frighten'd at his ſudden Tears, 
Her rifing Beauties fluſh'd a higher Bloom, 
As thus Palemon, paſſionate, and juſt, 

Pour'd out the pious Rapture of his Soul. 


« And art thou then . ode dear Remains? 
« She, whom my reſtleſs Gratitude has ſought. 

% So long in vain? Oh yes! the very ſame, 

© The ſoften'd Image of my noble Friend; 

6 Alive, his every Feature, every Look, 

« More elegantly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 
«© Thou ſole ſurviving Bloſſom from the Root, 

«+ That nouriſh'd up my Fortune, ſay, ah where, 

© Tn what ſequeſter'd Deſart, haſt thou drawn 
The kindeſt Aſpect of delighted Heaven, 

Into ſuch Beauty ſpread, and blown fo fair, 

« Tho? Poverty's cold Wind, and cruſhing Rain, 
« Beat keen, and heavy on thy tender Years ? 

60 Olet me now, into a richer Soil 

&« Tranſplant thee ſafe! where vernal Suns,andShow'rs,. 
« Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt Influence; 

« And of my Garden be the Pride and Joy 

«© Tt ill befits thee, oh it ill befits 

&« Acafto's Daughter, his, whoſe open Stores, 

« 'Tho' vaſt, were little to his ample Heart, 

6 The Father of a Country, thus to pick 

«« The very Refuſe of _ thoſe Harveſt Fields, 

«. Which from his bounteous Friendſhip I enjoy. 


„Iten, 
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| & Then throw that ſhameful Pittance from thy - 
,, 0 1 Hand, | | 
4% But ill apply'd to ſuch a rugged Task; 
«. The Fields, the Maſter, all, my Fair are thine ;. 
& Tf to the various Bleſſings which thy Houſe 
& Has on me laviſn'd, thou wilt add that Bliſs, 
46% That deareſt Bliſs, the Power of blefling th:e ! 


Here ceas'd the Vouth; yet till his ſpeaking Eye 

5 Expreſs'd the ſacred Triumph of his Soul, | 

With conſcious Virtue, Gratitude and Love, 

Above the vulgar Joy divinely rais'd 3 

Nor waited he Reply. Won by the Charm 

Of Goodneſs irreſiſtable, and all 

In ſweet Diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd Conſent. 

The News immediate to her Mother brought, 

While, pierc'd with anxious Thought, ſhe pin'd: 
away 

The lonely Moments for Lavinia's Fate; 

Amaz'd, and ſcarce believing what ſhe heard, 

Joy ſeiz'd her wither'd Veins, and one bright Gleam 

Of ſetting Life ſhone on her Evening-Hours, 

Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy Pair 

W ho flouriſh'd long in tender Bliſs, and rear'd 

A numerous Offspring, lovely like themſelves 

And good, the Grace of all the Country round.. 


— * — 8 
— . ** th 


— —. 


„ 


The LA D 's LoOoOING-GIAss. 
FAELIA and I the other Day 
. \ 5 Walk'd o'er the Sande hills to the Sea 
The ſetting Sun adorn'd the Coaſt, 

His Beams entire, his Fierceneſs loſt ; 

And, on the Surface of the Deep, 

The Winds lay only not aſleep: | 

The Nymph did like the Scene appear, 51 

Szrenely pleaſant, calmly fair; | 5 
Soft fell her Words, as flew the Air, ' 


With: © - 
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With ſecret Joy I heard her ſay, | 
That ſhe wou'd never miſs one Da 0 


A Walk ſo fine, a Sight ſo gay. 


But, eh the Change] the Winds grow high; 


Impending Tempeſts charge the Sky; 1 
The Lightning flies, the Thunder roars, . 

And big Waves laſh the frighten'd Shores; / 
Struck with the Horror of the Sight, 
She turns her Head, and wings her Flight: | 1 
And trembling vows, ſhe'll ne'er again 
Approach the Shore, or view the Main. 

? 


Once more at leaſt look back, ſaid I; 
Thyſelf in that large Glaſs defcry : 12 a 
When thou art in Good. humour dreft, | 
When gentle Reaſon rules thy Breaſt, 


The Sun upon the calmeſt Sea | 1 
Appears not Half ſo bright as thee : 
* Tis then that with Delight I rove e 


Upon the boundleſs Depth of Love ; 
T bleſs my Chain, I hand my Oar, 
Nor think on all I left on Shore. ; 


But when vain Doubts and groundleſs Fear 
Do Celia's lovely Boſom tear; 
When the big Lip and wat'ry Eye 
Tell me the riſing Storm is nigh ; 
*Tis then thou art yon angry Main, 
Deform'd by Winds, and daſh'd by Rain; 
And the poor Sailor, that muſt try. 
Its Fury, labours leſs than I. 


Shipwreck'd, in vain to Land I make, , 
While Live and Fate ſtill drive me back  . 

Forc'd to doat on thee thy own Way, 

] chide thee firſt. and then obey, | 

V etched when from thee, vext when nigbh, 

I with-thee, or without. thee, die. 


The 
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The GARLAND. 
HE Pride of every Grove I choſe, 
The Violet ſweet, and Lilly fair, 
The dappl'd Pink and bluſhing Roſe, 
Todeck my charming Clog's Hair. 


At Morn the Nymph vouchſaf'd to place 
Upon her Brow the various Wreath ; 

The Flow'rs leſs blooming than her Face, 
The Scent leſs fragrant than her Breath, 


The Flow'rs ſhe wore along the Day; 
And ev'ry Nymph and Shepherd ſaid, 

That in her Hair they look'd more gay 
Than glowing in their native Bed. 


Undreſs'd at Evening when ſhe found 
Their Odours loſt, their Colours paſt ; 
Sbe chang d her Look, and on the Ground 

Her Garland and her Eye ſhe caſt. 


That Eye dropt Senſe diſtin& and clear, 
As any Muſe's Tongue cou'd ſpeak ; 
When from its Lid a pearly Tear 
Ran trickling down her beauteous Check. 


Diſſembling, what I knew too well ; 
My Love, my Lite, ſaid I, explain 

This Change of Humour: pr'ythee tell, 
That falling Tear— What does it mean? 


Sbe ſigh'd; ſhe ſmil'd; and to the Flow'rs 


Pointing, the lovely Moraliſt ſaid: 
See] Friend, in ſome few fleeting Hours, 
See yonder, what a Change is mace. 


Ah me! the blooming Pride of May 
And that of Beauty are but one: 

At Morn both flouriſh bright and gay, 
Both fade at Evening, pale, and gone. 
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At Dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung; 
The am'rous Youth around her bow'd : 
At Night her fatal Knell was rung; 
I faw, and kiſs'd her in her Shroud ; 


Such as ſhe is, who dy*d To-day, 
Such I, alas! may be To-morrow 

Go, Damon, bid thy Muſe diſplay 
The Juſtice of thy Cle's Sorrow. 


4 . — — 
—ͤ — — — „„ Ah. tt. th =. titre. mn 
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The MERRY ANDREw. 


LY Merry Andrew, the laſt Southwark Fair 
At BarthoPmew he did not much appear, 

So peeviſh was the Edict of the May'r. 

At Southwark, therefore as his Tricks he ſhow'd, 
To pleaſe our Maſters, and his Friends the Croud, 
A huge Neat's Tongue he in his right-hand held, 
His Left was with a good Black- pudding fill'd; 
With a grave Look, in this odd Equipage, 

The clowniſh Mimic traverſes the Stage: 

Why how now, Andrew, cries his Brother Droll, 
To-day's Conceit methinks, is ſomething dull. 
Come on, Sir, to our worthy Friends explain, 
What does your emblematic Worſhip mean; 
Quoth Andrew, honeſt Engliſh let us ſpeak, 


Your Emble—(what d'ye call't) is heathen Greet : 


To Tongue or Pudding thou haſt no pretence, 
Learning thy Talent is ; but mine is Senſe. 
That buſy Fool I was which thou art now, 
Deſirous to correct, not knowing how; 

With very good Deſign, but little Wit, 
Blaming or praiſing Things as I thought fit. 

I for this Conduct had what I deſerv'd, 

And dealing honeſtly, was almoſt ſtarv'd. 
But, Thanks to my indulgent Stars, I cat, 
gince I have found the Secret to be great, 
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O deareſt Andrew, lays the humble Droll 
Hencefortn may I obey and thou controll, 

Provided thou impart thy uſeful Skill: 
Bow then, ſays Andrew, and for once, I will.— 
He of your Patron's Mind, whate'er he fays; 
Sleep very much, think little, and talk leis: 

Mind neither Good nor Bad, nor Right nor Wrong; 
But cat your Pudding, Slave ; and hold your Tongue, 


A rev'rend Prelate ſtopt his Coach and Six, 
To laugh a little at our Andrew's Tricks. 
But when he heard bim give this Golden Rule ; 
Drive on, he cry'd, this Fellow is no Fool, 


—— — — 
„ 
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AMBITION and CONTENT, 


| #' FABLE 
Hile yet the World was young, and Men 
were few, | 


Nor lurking Fraud, nor tyrant Rapine knew. 

In Virtue rude, the gaudy Arts they ſcotn'd, 
Which, Virtue loft, degen'rate Times adorn'd : 
No ſumptuous Fabrics yet were ſeen to ri/e, 

Nor guſhing Fountains tauzht Cinvade the Skies 
With Nature Art had not begun the Strife, 
Nor (ſwelling Marble roſe to mimic Life: 

No Pencil yet hadlcarn'd t'exxreſs the Pair ; 
The bounteous Earth was all their homely Care. 


Then did Content exert her genial Sway, 
And taught the peaceful World her Power Vovey ; 
Content, a Female of ccle ſtial Race, 
Bright and complete in each celeſtial Grace; 
Serenely fair ſhe was, as riſing Day, 
And brighter than the Sun's meridian Ray: 
Joy of ell Hearts, Delight of ev'ry Eye, 
Nor Grief, nor Pain appear'd when ſhe was by; 
Her Preſence from the Wreiched baniſh'd Care, 
Diſpers'd the ſwelling Sigh, and ſtopt the * 
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Long did the Ny mph her regal State maintain, 

As long Mankind were bleſt beneath her Reign ? 

Till dire Ambition, helliſh Fiend l aroſe, 

To plague the World. «nd baniſh Man's Repoſe ; 

A Monſter ſpru g from that rebellious Crew, 

Which mighty Faves Phlegrzan Thunder flew, 

Refolv'd to diſpoſſeſs the Royal Fair, 

On all her Friends he threaten'd open War: 

Fond of the Novelty, vain, fickle Man, 

In Crouds to his infernal Standard ran; | 

And the weak Maid, defenceleſs, left alone, 

T' avoid his Rage, was forc*d to quit the Throne, 
It ctranc'd as wand'ring thro' the Fields ſhe 

ſtray'd, | 

Forſook of all, and deflitute of Aid, 

Upon a fifing Mountain's flow'rv Side, 

A pleaſant Cottage roof'd with Turf, ſhe ſpy'd : 

Faſt by a gloomy venerable Wood 

Of ſhady Palms, and ancient Oaks it ſtood: 

Around, a various Proſpect charm'd the Sight : 

Here waving Harveſts clad the Fields with White; 

Here a rough ſhaggy Rock the Clouds did-pierce, 

From which a Torrent ruſh'd with rapid Force 

Here Mountain- woods diffus'd a dusky Shade, 

Here Fl: cks and Her s in flow'ry Vailies play'd, 

Whileo'er the matted graſsthe liquid Cryſtal ftray'd. 

In this ſweet Place there dwelt a chearful Pair, 

Tho? bent beneath the Weight of many a Year ; 

Who wiſely flying public Noiſe and Strife, 

In this obſcure Retreat had paſs'd their Life; { 

TheHuſband /ndu/trywas call'd, Frugality che Wife. 

With tendereſt Friendſhip mutually bleſt, 

No houſhold Jarrs had e'er diſtulb'd their Reſt. 

A num'rous Offspring grac'd their homely Boud, 

That ftill with Nature's ſimple Gifts was ſtor'd. 

T be Father rural Bus'neſs only knew, 

The Sons the ſame delighted Art purſue ; 

An only Daughter, as a Goddeſs Fair, 

Above the reſt was the fond Mother's Care 

| Plenty; 


re 
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Plenty ; the brighteſt. Nymph of all the Plain, 

Each Heart's Delight, adorn'd by every Swain. 
n as Content this charming Scene eſpy'd, 

Joyful within herſelf, the Goddeſs cry'd, 

This bappy Sight my drooping Heart doth raiſe, 

The Gods, I hope, will grant me gentler Days; 

When with Proſperity my Life was bleſt, \ 

In yonder Houſe I've been a welcome Gueſt; 

There now, perhaps, I may Protection find, 

For Royalty is baniſh'd from my Mind : 

Pl thither haſte: How happy ſhould I be, 

If ſuch a Refuge were reſerv'd for me 


hk. ſpoke the Fair, and ftraight ſhe bent her 
a 
To the tal Mountain where the Cottage lay : 
Arriv*d, ſhe makes her chang'd Condition known ; 
Tells how the Rebels drove her from the Throne ; 
What painful drea: y Wilds ſhe'd wander'd oer; 
And Shelter from the Tyrant doth implore. 
The faithful aged Pair at once were ſeiz'd 
With Joy and Grict, at once were pain'd and pleas'd: 
Griet for their baniſh'd Queen their Hearts poſſeſt, 
And Joy ſuccecded for their tuture Gueſt ; 


And it you'll deign, bright Goddeſs, here to dwell, - 


And with your Preſence grace out humble Cell, 


Whate'er the Gods have giv'n with bounteous 
Hand, 


Our Harvefts, Fields and Flocks, our All command. 


Mean Time. Ambition on his Rival's Flight, 
Sole Lord of Man «itain'd his Wiſh's Height ; ; 
Ot all Dependence on his Subjects ceas'd, 
He rang'd without a Curb, and did whate' er he 
pleas'd ; 
As fome W.1d Flame driv'n on by furious Winds 
Wide ſpreads Dcſt:uQtion, nor Reſiſtance finds; 
So uſh'd the Fien deſtructive er the Plain, 
Deiac'd the Labours of th' induſtrious Swain; 
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And all applaud the Juſtice of the God. 
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Polluted ev' ry Stream with human Gore, 
And ſcatter'd Plagues and Death trom Shore to Shore, 


Great eve beheld it from th' Olympian Tow'rs, 
Where Fate aflembled all the heav*nly Pow'rs ; 
Then with a Nod that ſhook th' empyrean Throne, 
Thus the Saturnian Thunderer begun: 

You ſee, immortal Inmares of the Sk ies, 
How this vile Wretch Almighty Pow'r defies 3 
His daring Crimes, the Blood which he has ſpilt, 
Demand a Torrent equal to his Guilt: 
Then, Cyprian Goddeſs, let thy mighty Boy 
Swift to the Tyrant's guilty Palace fly; 
There let him chuſe his ſharpeſt, hotteſt Dart, 
And with his former Rival wound his Heart. 
And thou, my Son, (the God to Hermes faid) 
cs up thy Wand, and plume thy Heels and 
dz 
Dart thro? the yielding Air with all thy Force, 
And down to Plure's Reaims direct thy Courſe ; 
There rouze Oblivion from her ſable Cave, 
Where dull ſhe fits b Lethe's ſluggiſn Ware; 
Command her to fecure the ſacred Bound, 
Where lives Content retir d; and all around, 
Diffuſe the deepeſt Glooms of Stygian Night, 
And fcreen the Virgin from the Fyrant's Sight: 
That the vain Purpoſe of his Life may try 
Still 'to-explore, what ſtill eludes his Eye. 
He ſpoke ; loud Praiſes ſhake the bright Abode, 
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A HYMN. 
THESE. 2s they change, Almighty Father! 
theſe | 


Are but the varie Gor, The rolling Year 
Is full of Thee. Forth in the pleaſing Spring 
Thy Beauty walks, % Tenderneſs and Love. 
Wide-fluſh the Fields; the foftning Air is Balm ; 
Echo the Mountains round; the Foreſt fmiles ; 
And every Senſe, and every Heart is Joy. 
Then comes thy Glory in the e Loads, 
With Light and Heat refulgent. Then thy Sun 
Shoots full Perfection thro? the ſwelling Year : 
And oft thy Voice in dreadful Thunder ſpeaks ; 
And oft at Dawn, deep Noon, or falling Eve, _ 
By Brooks and Groves, in hollow- whiſpering Gales. 
Thy Bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, - 
And ſpreads a common Feaſt for all that lives. 
In Winter awful Thou / with Clouds and Storms 
Around Thee thrown, Tempeſt o'er Tempeſt roli'd, 
Msjeſtie Darkneſs! on the Whirlwind's Wing, 
Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the World adore, 
And humbleſt Nature with Thy Northern Blaft. 
Myfterious Round ! what Skill, what Force 
divine, | : 
Deep-felt, in Theſe appear ! a ſimple Train, 
Yet ſo delightful mix'd, with ſuch kind Art, 
Such Beauty and Beneficence combin'd, 
Shade, unperceiv'd, fo ſoftening into Shade, 
And all ſo ſorming an harmonious Whole, 
Tbat, as they ſtill ſucceed, they raviſh ſtill. 
But wand' ring oft, with brute unconſcious Gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty Hand, 
That, ever-buſy, wheels the filent Spheres ; | 
Works in the ſecret Deep; ſhoots, ſteaming, thence 
The fair Proſuſion that o'e:ſpreads the Spring: 
Flings from the Sun direct the flaming Day; 
Feeds every Creature: hurls the Tempeſt forth ; 
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And, as on Earth this grateful Change revolves, | 
With Tranſport touches all the Springs of Life. 
Nature, attend] join every living Soul, 
Beneath the ſpacious Temple of the Sky. 
In Adoration join; and, ardent, raiſe | 
One general Song | To Him, ye vocal Gales 
Breathe ſoft, whoſe Spirit in your Freſhneſs breathes; 
Oh talk of Him in ſolitary Glooms ! 
W here, o'er the Rock the ſcarcely-waving Pine 
Fills the brown Shade with a religious Awe. 
And ye, whoſe bolder Note is heard afar, 
Who ſhake th'aftoniſh'd World, lift bigh to Heaven 
Th' impetuous Song, and ſay from whom you rage, 
Bis Praiſe, ye Brooks, attune, ye trembling Rills ; 
And Jet me catch it as I muſe along. 
Ye headlong Torrents, rapid and profound ; 
Ye ſofter Floods, that lead the humid Maze 
Along the Vale; and thou majeſtic Main, 
A ſecret World of Wonders in thyſelf, 
Sound his ſtupendous Praiſe; whoſe greater Voice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your Roarings fall. 
Soſt roll your Incenſe, Herbs, and Fruits, and 
Flowers 
In mingled Crouds to Him ; whoſe Sun exalts, 
Whole Breath perfumes you, and whoſe Pencil 
paints. 
Ye Foreſts bend, ye Harveſts wave, to Him; 
Breathe your ſtill Song into the Reaper's Heart, 
As Home he goes beneath the joyous Moon. 
Ye that keep Watch in Heaven, as Earth aſlcep 
Unconſcious lies, effuſe you, mildeſt Beams, 
Ye Conſtellations, while your Angels ſtrike, 
Amid the ſpangled Sky, the ſilver — 
Great Source of Day ! beſt Image here below 
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide 
From World to World, the vital Ocean round, 
On Nature write with every Beam his Praiſe. 
The Thunder rolls: Be huſh'd the proſtrate World; 
While Cloud to Cloud returns the ſolemn * 
. eat 
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Bleat out afreſh, ye Hills; ye moſſy Rocks, 
Retain the Sound: The broad tefponſive Low, 
Ye Vallies, raiſe ; for the Great Shepherd reigns ; 
And his unſuffering Kingdom yet will come, 

Ye Woodl.nds all, awake : A boundleſs Song 
Burſt from the Groves z and when the reſtleſs Day 

5 Expiring, lays the warbling World aſleep, 

Sweeteſt of Birds ! ſweet Phelomela, charm 

The liſtening Shades, and teach the Night His 


Praiſe. 
Ye, chief for whom the whole Creation ſmiles, 
1 At once the Head, the Heart and Tongue of all, 
e. Crown the great Hymn! ia (warming Cities vaſt, 


Aſlembled Men, to the deep Orgaa join 

The long-teſounding Voice, oft breaking clear, 
At ſolemn Pauſes, through the ſwelling Baſe ; 
And, as each. mingled Flame increaſes each, 

In ene united Ardor riſe to Heaven, 

Or if you rather chuſe the rural Shade, 

And find a Fane in every ſacred Grove, 

There let the Shepherd's Flute, the Virgin's Lay, 


nd The prompting Seraph, and the Poet's Lyre, | 
Still ſing the Gon of Szasons, as they roll. | 
For me, when I forget the darling Theme, 

cil 


Whether the Bloſſom blows, the Summer Ray 
Ruſſets the Plain, inſpiring Autumn gleams, 
Or Winter rifes in the blacking Eaſt, 
Be my Tongue mute, may Fancy paint no more, 
And, dead to Joy, forget my Heart to beat ! 
Should Fate command me to the fartheſt Verge 
Of the green Earth, to diftant bar'brous Climes, 
Rivers unknown to Song; where firſt the Sun 
Gilds Indian Mountains, or his ſetting Beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic Iſles; tis nought to me: 
Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 
In the void Waſte as in the City full; 
And where He vital ſpreads, there muſt be Joy. 
J; When even at laſt the folemn Hour ſhall come, 
And wing my myſtic F light to future Worlds, 
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] chearful will obey. There with new Powers, 
Will riſing Wonders ſing : I cannot go 
Where Univerſal Love not ſmiles around, 
Suſtaining all yon Orbs and all their Sons; 
From ſeeming Evil ſtill educing Goed, 

And Better thence again, and Better ſtill, 

In iu finite Progreſſion. — But I looſe 

Myſelf in Him, in LIGHT INgrFaBLE) 
Come then, expreſſive Silence, muſe His Praiſe. 


— — — ———  —— — — 


MIND ſuperior to. BODY. 


HAT is the blooming TinRure of the Skin, 
To Peace of Mind, and Harmony within? 

What the bright ſparkling of the fineſt Eye, 

To the ſoft ſoothing of a calm Reply? 

Can Comelineſs of Form, or Shape, or Air, 

With Comelineſs of Words or Deeds compare? 

No ;—thoſe at firſt th? unwary Heart may gain; 

But theſe, theſe only can that Heart retain, 


CONTENT: A PASTORAAIL. 
'ER Moorlands and Mountains, rude, barren, 
| and bare, | 

As wilder'd and weary'd I roam, 


A gentle young Shepherdeſs ſees my Deſpair, 
And leads me o'er Lawns—to her Home. 


Yellow Sheafs from rich CEREs her Cottage had 


crown'd, : 
Green Ruſhes were ſtrew'd on her Floor, 


Her Caſement, ſweet Woodbines crept wantonly 


round, 
And deck'd the Sod Seats at her Door. 


We ſat ourſelves down to a cooling Repaſt : 
Freſh Fruits! and ſhe culi'd me the beft : 


While thrown from my Guard by ſome Glances 
ſhe caſt, g 


Love ſlily ſtole into my Breaſt! | 


I 
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I told my ſoft Wiſhes z ſhe ſweetly reply'd, 

(Ye Virgins, her Voice was divine!) 
Vve rich ones rejected, and great ones deny'd, 


But-take me, fond Shepherd—P'm' thine. 


Her Air was ſo modeſt, her Aſpect ſo meek 
So ſimple, yet ſweet were her Charms 
I-kifs'd the. ripe Roſes that glow'd'on her Cheek, 
And lock'd the lov'd Maid in my Arms, 
Now jecund together we tend a few Sheep, 
And if, by yon Prattler the Stream, 
Reclin'd on her Boſom, I fink into Sleep, 
Her Image ſtill ſoftens my Dream, 


Together we range.o'er the flow riſing Hills, 
Delighted -with Paſtoral Views, 


Or reſts on the Rock whence the Streamlet diſtils, | 
And point out new Themes for my Muſe, | 

To Pomp or proud Titles ſhe ne'er did aſpire, | 
The Damſel's of humble Deſcent ; 


5 The Cottager, PEACE, is well known for her Sire, | 
And Shepherds have nam'd her ConTENT, + | 


£ -F ADL TE, ö 
A HE Fox and the Cat, as they travel'd one Day, | 


With moral Diſcourſes cut ſhorter the Way : 


«Tis great, ſays the Fox, to make Juftice cur 


«© How Godlike is Mercy, Grimalkia-reply*d.” ' 


While. thus they proceeded,—a Wolf from the 
Wood, | 


Impatient of Hunger, and thirſting for Blood, 

Ruſh'd forth—as be ſaw the dull Shepherd aſleep, 

And ſeiz'd for his Supper an innocent Sheep. 

( b 
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In vain wretched Victim, fax.Mer ou bleat, 
When Mutton's at Hand the Wolf I muſt eat, 


Grimalkin's d— The Fox ſtood aghaſt, 

To See the fell Mat his bloody Repaſt. 

« What a W , ſays the Cat, — tis the vileſt of 
Brutes: b 

«© Does he feed upon Fleſh, when there's Herbage 

| and Roots ? 

« Cries the Fox—whi!e our Oaks give us Acorng 

ſo good, 


« What a Tyrant is this, to ſpill innocent Blood? 


Well, onward. they march'd, and they moraliz'd 
ſill | | 
Fill they came where ſome Poultry pick'd Chaff by 
a Mill: | 
Sly Reynard ſw vey'd them with gluttonous Eyes, 
And made (ſpite of Morals) a Pullet his Prize. 


A Mouſe too, that chanc'd from her Covert to ſtray, 
The greedy Grimalkin ſecur'd as her Prey, 


A Spider that ſat in her Web on the Wall, 
Pereeiv'd the poor ViRinf##hd pity'd their Fall; 
She cry'd—of ſuch 2 71 guiltleſs am 11 
So ran to regale on a new ly. | 


* — oy 
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The Faults of cur Neighbours with Freedom we 


blame, 
But tax not ourſelves, tho” we practiſe the ſame... 


t. 
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An ELEGY on a BLACKBIRD. 


HE Sun had chac'd the Winter's Snow, 
And kinoly lovs'd the fioſt · bound Soil; 
'T he melting Streams began to flow, | 
And Plow-men urg'd their annual Toil. 


Twas then amidſt the vernal Throne, 
When Nature wakes to Mirth and Love, 


A Blackbird rais'd his amorous Song, 


And thus it echo'd through the Grove, 


44 O!] faireſt of the feathei'd Train, 
c For. whom J ſing, for whom I burn; 
« Attend with Pity to my Strain, 

© And grant my Life a kind Return. 


& See, ſee, the Winter's Storms are flown, 
„ And Zephyrs gently fan the Ait! 
Let us the genial Influence own; 
„ Let us the vernal Paſtime ſhare. 


«© The Raven plumes his jetty Wing, 
% "Do pleaſe his croaking Paramour *: 

“ The Larks reſponſive Love- Tales ſing, 
& Ard tell their Paſſion as they ſoar. 


ce But truſt me, Love, the Raven's Wing, 
© Is not to be compar'd with mine; 
Nor can the Lark ſo ſweetly ſing 
„% As I, who Strength with Sweetneſs join... 


„ With thee l'll prove the Sweets of Love, 
«© With thee divide the Cares of Life; 
&« No fonder Huſband in the Grove, 
«© Nor none than thee a happier Wife. 


« I' lead thee to the cleareſt Rill, 

©« Whoſe Streams among the Pebbles ftray 
„ There will we fit and ſip our Fill, 

Or on the flow'ry Border play. 


Pt 
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« LI guide thee to the thickeſt Brake, dent | 
« [mpervious to the School-boy's Eye: A 

& For thee, the plaiſter'd Neft I'll make, I Alarn 

© And on thy downy Pinions lie. : * 

; e 

% To get thee Food I'll range the Fields, 4 


And cull the beſt of ev ry Kind; 


&© Whatever Nature's Bounty yields, mg 
«© Or Love's affiduous Care can find. 01 

& And when my lovely Mate would ſtray 0 
“To taſte the Summer-ſweet at large, Divi 

«© At Home I'll wait the live-long Day, W 
And tend at Home our infant Charge. 80 jo 

ac 


«© When prompted by a Mother's Care 

Thy Warmth ſhall form th'impriſon'd Young, 
« With thee the Taſk Il! fondly ſhare, 

© Or chear thy Labours with my Song,” 


He ceas'd his Song, The melting Dame 
With tender Pity heard his Strain ; 

She felt, ſhe own'd a mutual Flame, 
And haſten'd to relieve his Pain. 


He led her to the nuptial Bow'r, 
And neſtled cloſely to her Side, 

T he happieſt Bridegroom in that Hour, 
And ſhe the moſt enamour'd Bride. 


Next Morn he wak'd her with a Song— 
& Ariſe ! behold the new-born Day 

© The Lark his mattin Peal has rung; 
« Ariſe, my Love, and come away!“ 


Together through the Fields they ſtray'd, 
And to the verdant Riv'let's Side, 

Renew'd their Vows, and hopp'd and play'd, 
With honeſt Joy and decent Price, 


But O my Muſe with Pain relates „ 
The mournſul Sequel of my Tale; Sent 


85 
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dent by an Order of the Fates, 
A Gunner met them in the Vale. 
Alarm'd, the Lover cry'd, «© My Dear, 
& Haſte, haſte away from Danger fly! 
te Here, Gunner, turn thy Vengeance, here! 
« ] ſpare my Love, and let me die,” 
At bini the Gunner took his Aim; 
The Aim he took was much too true; 


O! had he choſe ſome other Game, 
Or thot as he had us'd to do!“ 


Divided Pair ! forgive the Wrong, 

While I with Tears your Fae rehearſe ; 
I] join the Widow's plaintive Song, 
And fave the Lover in my Vere, 


Never baving killed any Thing before or finee, 


Ll 


— — 
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WO Gods long ſince, came from above; 
One Mercury, the other Jove, 
The Humour was, it ſeems, to know, 
Ifall the Favours they beſtow, 
Cou'd from our own Perverſeneſs caſe us, 
And, if our Wiſh enjoy'd would pleaſe us. 


Diſcourſing largely on this Theme, 
O'er Hills and Dales their Godſhips came; 
Till well nigh tir'd, at almoſt Night, 
They thought it proper to alight. 
Note here, that it as true as odd is, 
That, in Diſguiſe a God or Goddeſs 
Exerts na A rey Powers; 
But acts on Maxims much like ours; 
They ſpy'd at laſt a Country Farm, 
Where all was ſnug, and clean and warm; 
For Woods before, and Hills behind, 
wour'd it both from Rain and Wind: 


Large 
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Large Oxen in the Fields were lowing; 

Good Grain was ſow'd ; good Fruit was growing; 
Of laſt Years Corn in Barns great Store; 

Fat Turkeys gobbling at the Door: 

And Wealth, in ſhort, with Peace conſented, 

That People here ſhould live contented, 
But did they in Effect do ſo ? 

Have Patience, Friend, and thou ſhalt know. 


The honeſt Farmer and his Wife, 
To Years declin'd, from Prime of Life 
Had ſtrugęl'd with the Marriage Nooſe, 
(As almoſt ev'ry Couple does :) 
Sometimes, my Plague ; fometimes, my Darling ; 
Kiſſing To-day, o morrow ſnarling : 
Jointly ſubmitting to endure 
That Evil, which admits no Cure. 


Our Gods the outward Gate unbarr'd ; 
Our Farmer met 'em in the Yard : 
Thought they were Folks that loſt their Way: 
And aſk'd them civilly to ſtay : 

Told them for Supper or for Bed, 

They might go on, and worſe be ſped ; == 
So ſaid, ſo done; the Gods conſent, 

All three into the Parlour weat : 

They compliment, they fit, they chat, 
Fight o'er the Wars, reform the State; 
A thouſand knotty Points they clear, 
*Till Supper and my Wife appear. 


Well then, Things handſomel were ſerv'd, 
My Miſtteſs for the Strangers carv'd ; 
How ftrong the Beer, how good the Meat, 
How loud they laught. how much they eat, 
In Epic ſumptuous would appear, 
Yet ſhell be paſs'd in Silence here: 
Fer I ſhould grieve to have it ſaid, 
That by a fine Deſcription led, 
I made my Epiſcde too long ; 
Or tir'd my Friend, to grace my Song. 


— 
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The Grace-cup ſerv'd, the Cloth away, 
2 thought it Time to ſhe his Play: 
andlord and Landlady he crv'd, 
Folly and Jeſting laid aſide, 
That ye thus hoſpitably live " 
And Strangers with good Chear receive, 
Is mighty grateful to your Betters 
And makes ev'n Gods themſelves your Debtors? 
To give this Th:fis plainer Proof, 
You have To-night beneath your Roof 
A Pair of Gods ;—nay, never wonder; 
This Youth can fly, and I can thunder, 
I'm Jupiter, and he Mercurius, 
My Page, my Son indeed, but ſpurious. 
Form then three Wiſhes, You and Madam, 
And ſure as you already had *em, 
The Things deſir'd in Half an Hour, 
Shall all be here, and in your Pow'r. 

Thank ye, great Gods, the Woman ſays; 
Oh! may your Altars ever blaze: | 
A Ladle for our Silver Diſh 
Is what I want, is what I wiſh. 


' A Ladle! cries the Man, a Ladle! 


Odzooks, Cori ſca, you have pray'd ill 
What ſhould be great you turn to Farce, 
I wiſh the Ladle in your A 

With equal Grief and Shame, my Muſe 
The Sequel of the Tale purſues : 
The Ladle fell into the Room 
And ſtuck in old Cori/ca's Bum; 
Our Couple weep two W iſhes paſt, 
And kindly join to form the laſt ; 
To eaſe the Woman's awkward Pain, 
And get the Ladlz out again, 


Tar M0 -R Abo 
* Commoner has Worth and Parts; 
Is prais'd for Arms, or lov'd for Arts: 
His Head aches for a Coronet; 
And who is bleſy'd that is not great ? 


2 H Some 


362 9 


Some Senſe, and more Eſtate, kind Heav'n 
To this well-lotted Peer has giv'n: 
What then ? He muſt have Rule and Sway; 
And all is wrong, till he's in Play. 

The Miſer muſt make up his Plumb; 
And dares not touch the hoarded Sum. 
The ſickly Dotard wants a Wife, 
To draw off his laſt Dregs of Life. 

Againſt our Peace we arm our Will: 

Amidſt our Plenty Something till 
For Horſes, Houſes, Pictures, Planting, 
To thee, to me, to him is wanting, 

The cruel Something unpoſſeſs'd 
Cot rodes and levens all the reſt, 
That Something, if we could obtain, 
Wou'd ſoon create a future Pain: 
And to the Coffin, from the Cradle, 
Tis all a /75h, and all a Ladle. 
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The EXPERIMENT; A TALE, 


IRTUE and VICE, two mighty Powers 
Who rule this motley World of ours, 
Diſputed once which govern'd beſt, 
And whoſe Dependents moſt were bleſt; 
They reaſon'd, rally'd, crack'd their Jokes, 
Succeeding much like other Folks ; 
Their Logic waſted, and their Wit, 
Nor one nor t'other would ſubmit z 
But both the doubtful Point conſent 
To clear by fair Experiment: 
For this ſome Mortal, they declare, 
By Turns ſhall both their Bounty ſhare; 
And either's Pow'r to ble's him try'd, 
Shall then the long Diſpute decide. 
On Hz4ze they fix, a Country Boor, 
As yet rough, ign'rant, careleſs, poor: 
Vice firſt exerts her Pow'r to bleſs, 
And gives him Riches to excels ; 
With Gold ſhe taught him to ſupply 


Each riſing Wiſh of Luxury; Haage 
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Hodge grew at length polite and great, 

And liv'd like Miniſter of State; 

He ſwore with grace, got nobly drunk, 

And kept in Pomp his twentieth Punk. 
One Morning as in eaſy Chair 

Hodge fat with ruminating Air, 

Vice, like a Lady fair and gay, 

Approach'd, and thus was heard to ſay, 

(Behind her Virtue all the while 

Stood ſlyly liſt'ning with a Smile) 

« Know, favour'd Mortal, know, that I 

« The Pleaſures of thy life ſupply z 

« I rais'd thee from tbe clay-built Cell, 

« Where Want, Contempt, and Slav'ry dwell ; 

© And (as each Joy on Earth is fold) 

« To purchaſe all, I gave thee Gold ; 

& "This made the Charms of Beauty thine, 

“ This bleſs'd thee with the Joys of Vine; 

„ This gave thee, in the rich Repaſt, 

«© VWhate'er can pleaſe the tutor'd Taſte. 

« Confels the Bleſſings I beſtow, 

« And pay the grateful Thanks you owe; 

« My Name is Vice.” —Cry'd Hodge and leer'd, 

« Long be your mighty Name rever'd ! 

« Forbid it, Heav'n ! thus bleſs'd by you, 

« That I ſhould rob you of your due; . 

« To I/ealth *twas you that made me Heir, 

© And gave, for which I thank you, Care; 

« J/alth brought me Wine, tis paſt a Doubt; 

© And Wine—ſe here's a Leg - the Gout : 

« To Wealth my French Ragout I owe, 

« Whence Scurvy, Aches, and Afthmas flow; 

« And now to ſhew how much I prize 

% The Joys which from your Bounties riſe, 

« Each coupled with ſo dear a Brother, 

« T'll give you one to take the other. 

„ Avaunt, depart from whence you came, 

« And thank your Stars that I am lame,” 

Enrag*d and griev'd, away ſhe flew, : 

And all her Gifts from Hodge withdrew. Now 
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Now in his ſad repentant Hour, | 
Celeſtial Ti tue try*d her Pow'r; ; 
For Fealth ConTenT the Goddeſs gave, 
Th' unenvy'd Treaſure of the Slave! 

From wild- Deſires ſhe ſet him free, 
And fill'd his Breaſt with CHARIT ! 
No more loud 'Tumults Riot breeds 
And TEMP'RANCE Gluttony ſucceeds. 

Hodge in his native Cotat Reſt 
Now / irtue found and thus addteſs'd: 

„ Say, for 'tis yours by Proof to know, 
« Can Virtue give thee Bliſs below? 

«© Content my Gift, and Temp'rance mine, 
„ And Charity, tho' meek, divine! 

With bluſhing Cheeks and kindling F yes, 
The Man tranſported thus replies : 

„My Goddeſs ! on this favour'd Head, 


„ The Life of Life, thy Bleſſings ſhed ! 


„ My annual T houſands when I told, 


<< Infatiate ſtill I ſigh'd for Gold; 
<>. You gave Content, a boundleſs Store. 


And rich indeed! I ſigh'd vo more. — 


-*FWith Temp'rance came, celightſul Gueſt ! 


% Health, taſteful Ford, and baliny Ref? ; 
„ With Chariy's ſeraphic Flame, 
«© Each gen'rous ſecial Pleafure came; 

4 Pleaſure which in Poſſ:ffion riſe, 

« And retroſpective Thought ſupplies ! 
Long to atteſt it may I live, 

„ That all Vice promiſes, you give. 


Vice teard, and ſwore that Hedge for Hire 


Had giv'n his Verdict like a Liar; 
And Viitue turning with Diſdain, 
Vow'd ne'er to ſpeak to Vice again. 


The 
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The AT'BEIST and ACORN, 

/\ Ethinks the. World ſeems oddly 
1 And ev'ry Thing amiſs, made, 

A dull complaining Atheiſt ſaid, 

As ſtretch'd he laid beneath the Shade, 

And inſtanced in this. 


Behold, quoth he, that mighty Thing, 
A Pumpkin large and round, 

Is held but by a little String 

Which upwards cannot make its Spring, 
Nor bear it from the Ground. * 


| While on this Oak an Acorn ſmall, 


So diſproportion'd grows; 
That whoſoe'er ſurveys this all, 
This univerſal caſual Ball, 


Its ill Contrivance knows. 


My better Judgment would have hu 5 7 dg 


The Pumpkin on the Tree; 
And left the Acorn lightly ſtrung, 
'Mong things that on the Surface ſprung, 

And weak and feeble be. | 


No more the Caviller cou'd ſay, 
No further Faults decry ; 
For upwards gazing as he lay, 
An Acorn looſen'd from its Spray, 
Fell down upon his Eye. 


The wounded Part with Tears ran o'er, 
As puniſh'd for the Sin: 

Fool! had that Bough a Bumpkin bore, | 

Thy Whimſies muſt hayework'd no more, 
Nor Skull haye kept 'em in. 
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Wie amid the Gloom of Night I ſtray, 
Or my glad Eyes enjoy revolving Day, 
Still Nature's various Face informs my Senſe, 

Ol an all-wiſe, all-powerful Providence. 

When the gay Sun firſt breaks the Shades of Night, 
And ſtrikes the diſtant Eaſtern Hills with Light, 
Colour returns, the Plains their Liv'ry wear, 

And a bright Verdure cloathes the ſmiling Year ; 
The blooming Flow'rs with opening Beauties glow, 
And grazing Flocks their milky Fleeces ſhow ; 
The barren Cliffs with chalky Fronts ariſe. 

And a pure Azure atches o'er the Skies. 8 

But when the gloomy Reign of Night returns, 
Stript of her fading Pride all Nature mourns : 

The Trees no more their wonted Verdure boaſt, 
But weep in dewy Tears their Beauty loſt; 
No diſtant Landskips draw our curious Eyee, 
Wrapt in Night's Robe, the whole Creation lies. 
1 Vet ſtill, ev'n now, while Dar kneſs clothes the Land 
We view the Traces of Almighty. Hand; 
' Millions of Stars in Heav'n's wide Vault appear, 
And with new Glories hang the boundleſs Sphere : 
The ſilver Moon her weſtern Couch forſakes, 
And o'er the Skies her nightly Circle makes, 
Her ſollid Globe beats back the ſunny Rays, 
And to the World her borrow'd Light repays. 
Whether thoſe Stars that twinkling Luftre ſend, 
Are Suns, and rolling Worlds thoſe Suns attend, 
Man may conjecture, and new Schemes declare, 
Vet all his Syſteins but Conjectures are 
But this we know, that Heav*n's eternal King, 
= Who bid this Univerſe from nothing ſpring, 
Can at his Vord bid numerous Woilds appear, 
And riſing Worlds th? all- powerful Werd ſhall hear, 
When to the weſtern Main the Sun deſcends, 
To other Lands a riſing Day he lends, | 
I be ſpreading Dawn another Shepherd ſxiee, 
The wakcful Flocks from their warm Folds ariſe 4 
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R-tref'd, the Pratfant ſeeks his early Toil, ; 
And bids t'© Hugh correct the fallow Soil, 
While we in Sleep's Embraces waſte the Night, 
The Climes oppos'd enjoy meridian Light 

And when thoſe Lands the buſy Sun forſakes, 
With us again the roſy Morning wakes; 

In lazy Sleep the Night rolls ſwift away, 

And neither Clime laments his abſent Ray, 

V hen the pure Soul is from the Body flown, 
No more ſhall Night's alternate Reign be known: 
The Sun no more ſhall rolling Light beſtow, 

But from th' Almighty Streams ot Glory flow. 
Oh, may ſome nobler Thought my Soul employ 
Than empty, tranſient, ſublunary Joy! 
The Stars ſhall drop, the Sun ſha!! loſe bis Flame, 
But thou, O God, for «ver ſhine the ſame, 
— — . — 

The UNIVERSAL PRAYER, 

Ather of All! in ev'ry Age, 
In every Clime ador'd, 

By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, 

Jehevab, Jouve, or Lord. 

Thou Great Firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood, 

Wo ho all my Senſe confin'd, 

To know but this, that thou art Good, 

And that myſelf am blind. 

Yet give me in this dark Eſtate, 

To ſee the Good from III; 

And binding Nature faſt in Fate, 

Left free the human Will, 

What Conſcience dictates to be done, 

Or warns me not to do, 

This teach me more than Hell to ſhun, 

That, more than Heav'n purſue. 
What Bleſſings thy free Bounty gives, 

Let me not caſt away; 

For God is paid when Man receives, 

T' enjoy is to obey. 


Yet 


Yet not to Earth's contraftcd Span 
Thy Goodneſs let me bound 

Or think thee Lord alone of Man, 
When thouſand Worlds are round, 


Let not this weak unknowing Hand 


Preſume thy Belts to throw, 
And deal Damnation round the Land, 
Oa each I judge thy Foe. 
If I am. right, Oh, teach my Heart 
Still in the Right to ſtay ; 
If I am wrong, thy Grace impart 
To find the better Way. 
Save me alike from fooliſh Pride, 
Or impious Diſcontent ; 


At aught thy Wifdom has deny'd, 


Or ought thy Goodneſs lent. 


Teach me to feel another's Woe, 
To hide the Fault J ſee; 
That Mercy J to others ſhow, 
That Mercy ſhew to me. 
Mean tho' I am, not wholly fo, 
Since quicken'd by thy Breath: 
Oh lead me whereſoe'r I po, 
Thro' this Day's Life or Death. 


All elſe beneath the Sun, 

Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd, or not, 
And let thy Will be done, 

To thee, whoſe Temple is all Space, 
Whoſe Altar, Earth, Sea! Skies ; 

One Chorus let all Being raiſe! 

All Nature's Incenſe riſe | 
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This Day be Bread and Peace my Lot; 


